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HOW TO FIND  
A GOOD DRUNK DRIVING LAWYER

O
nce you have been arrested for drunk driving, you need to move quickly to retain a good lawyer. The number 
one reason for promptness is your driver’s license suspension hearing; you want an attorney to help you retain 
as many driving privileges as possible.

The second reason for moving quickly is the prosecution’s head start. The police and prosecutor already have almost 
all of the evidence they need to prosecute you. Your attorney is coming to the battle late and needs as much time as 
possible to do a good job.

How do you find a good but affordable attorney?

If you know any attorneys who do not handle drunk driving cases that will take your telephone call, you might call them 
to ask for referrals. Another way to obtain candidates is to search the web locally using relevant keywords.

Checking the About Me or About Us pages of the drunk-driving attorney websites of these candidates can tell you a 
lot. Look for indications that the lawyer spends a healthy portion of his time on drunk-driving defense. The law has 
grown too complex for dabblers.

• Also watch for comments that the attorney will take appropriate cases to trial. You don’t want to retain a lawyer who 
pleads nearly all of his drunk-driving clients guilty. Once you find a promising candidate, ask these questions:

• Will you be personally handling my case?
• What percent of your time is devoted to drunk-driving defense? How many years have you been handling drunk-driving 

cases? How many drunk driving cases did you try last year?
• What results did you obtain?
• Is your initial consultation at no charge? What does your quoted fee cover?
• Are investigators, subpoena costs, the license suspension hearing, expert witnesses, and any blood re-analysis extra?
• What is your fee for taking my case to trial?

Listen carefully when the lawyer provides feedback on your case. Beware big promises. You want an attorney who 
honestly compares the risks of trying your case with what a likely plea bargain will bring. Candor is what you want; 
not a sales job.


