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Will signature pages that comply with the execution requirements for Washington electronic
wills, including an attestation clause, signature lines for the testator and witnesses, and a self-
proving declaration. This Standard Clause contains integrated notes and drafting tips.

DRAFTING NOTE: READ THIS BEFORE USING DOCUMENT

To be valid in Washington, a will generally must be:

¢ In writing.

» Signed by the testator or by another under
the testator’s direction and in the testator’s
presence.

* Attested to by two or more competent
witnesses while in the presence of the testator
and at the testator’s direction or request.

(RCW 1112.020.) Subject to certain strict
requirements, Washington permits:

¢ Electronic wills (see Electronic Wills).

¢ Nuncupative (oral) wills (see State Q&A, Wills:
Question 5: Oral (Nuncupative) Wills).

Washington does not require a will include a self-
proving declaration to be a valid will. However,

it is standard practice to include a self-proving
declaration as part of a will absent good reason
not to do so. With a few exceptions, a will that is
self-proved generally eliminates the need to have
witnesses appear in court or provide affidavits
after death (RCW 11.20.020; In re Estate of Starkel,
134 P.3d 1197, 1203 (Wash. Ct. App. 2006)).

This Standard Clause provides the signature
pages that can be used with an electronic will in
Washington, including:
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* An attestation clause.

¢ A signature line for the testator.

e Signature lines for witnesses.

* A self-proving declaration.

For additional information regarding:

* Wills in Washington, including electronic wills,
see State Q&A, Wills: Washington.

¢ Self-proving a traditional non-electronic will,
see Standard Clause, Signature Pages for Will
and Self-Proving Declaration (WA).

Electronic Wills

Washington permits electronic wills. An electronic
will is a will that is executed under the Washington
Uniform Electronic Wills Act (WUEWA), including
that the will is:

» Signed with an electronic symbol, an electronic
sound, or process.

e Signed in compliance with the law of the
jurisdiction where the testator is:

— physically located when signing the will; or

— domiciled or resides when either the will is
signed or when the testator dies.
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» Signed by at least two competent witnesses
in the physical or electronic presence of the
testator after the testator:

— signs the will; or
— acknowledges having signed the will.
(RCW 1112.410, 1112.430, and 11.12.440(c).)

Creating and executing electronic wills requires
adherence to a detailed process including that:

¢ All individuals taking part in the electronic signing
of the will must be in the physical or electronic
presence of each other, communicating in real
time as if they were physically present in the
same location (RCW 1112.440(c)).

* To be self-proving, a qualified custodian
stores the electronic will at all times following

execution (RCW 11.12.450(1)(b) and 1112.460; see
Drafting Note, Self-Proving Declaration).

For more information on executing electronic wills,
see State Q&A, Wills: Question 6é: Electronic Will
Execution Requirements.

Bracketed Items

The drafting party should replace bracketed
language in ALL CAPS with case-specific facts
or other information. Bracketed language in
sentence case is optional language that the
drafting party may include, modify, or delete in
its discretion. A forward slash between words or
phrases indicates that the drafting party should
include one of the words or phrases contained in
the brackets in the document.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have signed this Will on the [DATE] day of [MONTH], [YEAR].

2 Practical Law

DRAFTING NOTE: SIGNATURE BLOCK

A written will must be signed:

¢ By the testator or by another at the testator’s
direction and in the testator’s presence.

* By two or more competent witnesses while in
the testator’s presence and at the testator’s
direction or request.

(RCW 1112.020.)

Testator’s Signature

If the testator is capable of signing the will
electronically, the testator should do so (see
Electronic Wills). If necessary, the testator can
have another person sign for the testator (RCW
1112.030). However, the testator must have the
capacity to create the will (see State Q&A, Wills:
Washington; Question 3).

[TESTATOR NAME], Testator

Witness Signatures

At least two witnesses must sign a will. To serve
as witnesses, the individuals must be competent
(RCW 1112.020). To be competent, a witness
must be able to, at the time of attestation,
legally testify in court to the facts which they
attest by signing the will (not legally disqualified
from testifying in court by reason of mental
incapacity, personal interest, or conviction of a
crime) (In re Mitchell’s Estate, 249 P.2d 385, 394
(Wash. 1952)).

A beneficiary or other interested person should
generally not serve as a witness. But, if they do,
this does not in itself invalidate the will, though
it may invalidate or reduce any bequest to the
interested person. (RCW 11.12160.)

© 2024 Thomson Reuters. All rights reserved.


https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.410&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=E1E8D1D14F9810EAFCAF2550457C7F982A7BAEB5BACD7EBF60A9E49AC27EF9FD&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.430&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=B2DA7F7AAC495C49578ECAD891CC196216D66CC4821A472C45AC0AD5679F080D&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.440&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=04D6E972517B95763174B43E27C708494AC6308A7A8436329640A96DAC4A6305&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.440&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=04D6E972517B95763174B43E27C708494AC6308A7A8436329640A96DAC4A6305&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.450&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=SP&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=F5FB3B654AAC361F6CC47D0C1E6E4C078C3F249D299536D919BB02300C027057&contextData=(sc.Default)#co_pp_a20b0000590b0
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.460&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=D0073BADCC54DBA1E3F2C773E7BB80534E7CDD29DEB93EFDA3452BC930361120&contextData=(sc.Default)
file:///Production/Composition/Thomson/Incoming/2025/042525/US/3213/#co_anchor_a000110_1
http://content.next.westlaw.com/w-011-4178
http://content.next.westlaw.com/w-011-4178
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.020&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=9A85723D1673058EB1F64A6BB58B29F475C1605CE0932BAFE674640695AF8AB4&contextData=(sc.Default)
file:///Production/Composition/Thomson/Incoming/2025/042525/US/3213/#co_anchor_a000327_1
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.030&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=4640ECC24DAA1901C44A64A789833C0670B54849DA52C64433A15DF099E53491&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.030&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=4640ECC24DAA1901C44A64A789833C0670B54849DA52C64433A15DF099E53491&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://content.next.westlaw.com/w-011-4178
http://content.next.westlaw.com/w-011-4178
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.020&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=9A85723D1673058EB1F64A6BB58B29F475C1605CE0932BAFE674640695AF8AB4&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=1952103540&pubNum=0000661&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=RP&fi=co_pp_sp_661_394&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=F59311B274494DF48CB12D5DA2DA6F5F68009A0A8A701C8889C282D14AE72987&contextData=(sc.Default)#co_pp_sp_661_394
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=1952103540&pubNum=0000661&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=RP&fi=co_pp_sp_661_394&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=F59311B274494DF48CB12D5DA2DA6F5F68009A0A8A701C8889C282D14AE72987&contextData=(sc.Default)#co_pp_sp_661_394
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000259&cite=WAST11.12.160&originatingDoc=I2956bdb4c9fd11ebbea4f0dc9fb69570&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=PLDocumentLink&billingHash=882B99A35A99778D8384931AB7006F5294AEB9ADBD546774948D291FA97F2CAF&contextData=(sc.Default)

Signature Pages for Electronic Will and Self-Proving Declaration (WA)

Counsel may wish to keep a record of signing by means of audio-video communication

the witnesses’ addresses and contact technology (RCW 1112.410 and 1112.440).

information for the files, in case they need to Washington statute does not provide a different

be contacted later. testator signature block for an electronic will than
for a written will.

Execution of Electronic Will If the testator and witnesses execute the will

electronically, counsel should ensure that
all requirements for an electronic signature
and presence are met (see Drafting Note,
Electronic Wills).

In Washington, for the execution or filing of

an electronic will, the acknowledgment of an
electronic will by the testator, and the affidavits of
witnesses (which are their signed attestations), any

requirement that individuals sign an instrument in For more information on executing electronic wills,
the presence of one another may also be satisfied see State Q&A, Wills: Question é: Electronic Will
by witnesses being present by and electronically Execution Requirements.

[SELF-PROVING DECLARATION

|, [TESTATOR NAME], the testator, and, being sworn, declare to the undersigned officer that | sign this instrument
as my electronic will, | willingly sign it or willingly direct another individual to sign it for me, | execute it as my
voluntary act for the purposes expressed in this instrument, and | am 18 years of age or older, of sound mind,
and under no constraint or undue influence.

[TESTATOR NAME], Testator

We, [FIRST WITNESS NAME] and [SECOND WITNESS NAME], witnesses, being sworn, declare to the
undersigned officer that the testator signed this instrument as the testator’s electronic will, that the testator
willingly signed it or willingly directed another individual to sign for the testator, and that each of us, in the
physical or electronic presence of the testator, signs this instrument as witness to the testator’s signing, and
to the best of our knowledge the testator is 18 years of age or older, of sound mind, and under no constraint or
undue influence.

[FIRST WITNESS NAME]
[SECOND WITNESS NAME]
CERTIFICATE OF OFFICER
STATE OF WASHINGTON )
COUNTY OF [COUNTY NAME] )ss.

)

Subscribed, sworn to, and acknowledged before me by [TESTATOR NAME], the testator, and subscribed and
sworn to before me by [FIRST WITNESS NAME] and [SECOND WITNESS NAME], witnesses, this [DAY] day of
[MONTH], [YEAR].

3 Practical Law © 2024 Thomson Reuters. All rights reserved.
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OR

(Print name) __

NOTARY PUBLIC in and for the state of Washington

My commission expires

SELF-PROVING DECLARATION

|, [TESTATOR NAME], the testator, declare under penalty of perjury under the law of Washington that the
following is true and correct: That | sign this instrument as my electronic will, | willingly sign it or willingly
direct another individual to sign it for me, | execute it as my voluntary act for the purposes expressed in this
instrument, and | am 18 years of age or older, of sound mind, and under no constraint or undue influence.

[TESTATOR NAME], Testator

DECLARATION OF WITNESSES

We, [FIRST WITNESS NAME] and [SECOND WITNESS NAME], witnesses, declare under penalty of perjury under
the law of Washington that the following is true and correct: That the testator signed this instrument as the
testator’s electronic will, that the testator willingly signed it or willingly directed another individual to sign for
the testator, and that each of us, in the physical or electronic presence of the testator, signs this instrument as
witness to the testator’s signing, and to the best of our knowledge the testator is 18 years of age or older, of
sound mind, and under no constraint or undue influence.

[FIRST WITNESS NAME]

[SECOND WITNESS NAME]]

DRAFTING NOTE: SELF-PROVING DECLARATION

Washington does not require a will to include

a self-proving declaration to be a valid will.
However, counsel should include one. A will that
is self-proved is generally admitted to probate
without having to submit additional proof that it
was executed in conformity with Washington law
(RCW 11.20.020(2)).

The self-proving declaration creates a rebuttable
presumption that the will met the signature and
witness requirements at the time of execution
without the need for live testimony or affidavits
from the witnesses after the testator’s death

4 Practical Law

(RCW 11.20.020(2); see State Q&A, Wills:
Washington: Question 6).

There is no statutory form for a self-proving
declaration for a written will in Washington,
though Washington provides statutory language
that must substantially be used for self-proving an
electronic will (RCW 11.12.450).

An electronic will can be simultaneously executed,
attested, and made self-proving if both:

¢ The affidavits of the witnesses are affixed to or
logically associated with the electronic will.

© 2024 Thomson Reuters. All rights reserved.
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¢ The qualified custodian maintains custody
of the electronic will at all times following
execution by the testator and witnesses.

(RCW 1112.450(1).)
A qualified custodian can be either:

* Any suitable person over age 18 residing in
Washington when the testator signed the
electronic will.

¢ A Washington trust company and national
banks when authorized.

* A Washington nonprofit corporation, if permitted
by the corporation’s bylaws or articles of
incorporation.

¢ Any Washington professional service corporation,
professional limited liability company, or limited
liability partnership, owned exclusively by
attorneys.

* A will repository in the testator’s county of
domicile.

(RCW 1112.460(1).)

The following cannot serve as qualified
custodians:

¢ Minors, persons of unsound mind, or persons
convicted of any felony or crime involving moral
turpitude.

¢ An individual who is an heir, beneficiary, or
otherwise with an interest in the testator’s
estate.

e Corporations, limited liability companies,
or limited liability partnerships, except as
provided above.

(RCW 1112.460(2).)
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Self-Proof of Electronic Wills

For an electronic will self-proving declaration,
the testator can electronically sign an
acknowledgment and the witnesses can sign
affidavits of witnesses either:

Before an officer authorized to administer oaths
using the form under RCW 1112.450(3)(a).

Under RCW 5.50.010 to 550.901 using the

form provided under RCW 1112.450(3)(b) by an
unsworn testator and witnesses. In this case,
the testator and witnesses are making unsworn
declarations not in front of an officer authorized
to administer oaths.

(RCW 1112.450.)

The electronic affidavits must state the same
facts the witnesses generally testify to in court
to prove the will. Counsel should choose:

The first option above if the self-proving
declaration is to be made before an officer
authorized to administer oaths.

The second option above if fewer than two
attesting witnesses are physically present

in the same location as the testator at the
time of signing, in which case the signatures
must be:

— made before an officer authorized under RCW
42.45.280 to electronically administer oaths
(an electronic records notary public); and

— evidenced by the officer’s certificate under
official seal affixed to or logically associated
with the electronic will.

(RCW 1112.450(2).)
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