
  

“Only an experienced Florida trucking accident attorney can evaluate 
the specific facts and circumstances surrounding your trucking  
accident and provide you with concrete answers and guidance; 

however, it may also be helpful for a victim to know a little  
more about trucking accidents in general.”
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If you were involved in a trucking accident the odds are favorable that you 

suffered serious injuries in the collision. Though the word “accident” is 

commonly used to refer to a collision, the reality is that in most cases it 

was not a true accident but was the result of negligence on the part of 

another party. When that is the case, a victim may be entitled to 

compensation for injuries suffered in the collision. Only an experienced 

Florida trucking accident attorney can evaluate the specific facts and 

circumstances surrounding your trucking accident and provide you with 

concrete answers and guidance; however, it may also be helpful for a 

victim to know a little more about trucking accidents in general. 

 



 

WHY ARE LARGE TRUCKS SO DANGEROUS? 

Although any motor 

vehicle accident can 

cause serious injuries, 

including fatal injuries, 

the odds of being 

seriously injured 

increase dramatically 

when a tractor-trailer or 

other large truck is 

involved. The size and 

weight of the average 

semi-truck makes it a veritable weapon on wheels. Compared to the 

average passenger car, which weighs in at about 4,000 pounds and 14 feet 

long, a fully loaded tractor-trailer can easily weigh as much as 80,000 

pounds and stretch to over 50 feet in length. Basic physics dictates that the 

passenger vehicle is not going to fare well in a collision between the two 

vehicles. 

Moreover, even a trained and experienced driver cannot maneuver a large 

truck as easily as a passenger vehicle, making them even more dangerous 

when circumstances call for immediate action to avoid a collision. Even 

under ideal road conditions, it takes a semi-truck about the length of a 

football field to come to a complete stop when traveling at highway 

speeds. A tractor trailer doesn’t fare much better when required to take 

quick evasive action to avoid a collision. Collectively, the size, weight, and 



 

inability to maneuver easily make an 18 wheeler a threat to everyone with 

whom the truck shares the roadway.cent imated to be anywhere from $1 

million to $4.6 million, depending on the age at onset and the severityjury. 

HOW OFTEN ARE TRUCKS INVOLVED IN ACCIDENTS? 

The last several decades have seen a slow, but steady, decrease in the 

number of motor vehicle 

accidents involving 

passenger vehicles. 

During that same time 

period, however, the 

number of accidents in 

which a large truck was 

involved continued to 

increase.According to the 

National Highway 

Transportation Safety 

Administration, or 

NHTSA, 333,000 large 

trucks were involved in 

collisions in 2012 

resulting in 3,921 deaths 

and another 104,000 

injuries. Based on the 



corresponding figures for the previous year (2011), that means that 

trucking accident fatalities increased by four percent in non-fatal injuries 

went up a shocking 18 percent. 

Moreover, large trucks are disproportionately involved in accidents across 

the country year after year. The same holds true for the State of Florida. 

Although large trucks represent, on average, just three percent of all 

registered vehicles in the United States they are involved in over ten 

percent of all collisions nationwide. According to figures compiled by 

NHTSA, trucks have been involved in approximately eight percent of all 

collisions in the State of Florida each year for the past several years. 

FEDERAL TRUCKING LAWS

During the 1970s and 1980sthe U.S. federal government enacted 

numerous federal laws 

relating to truck safety 

in an effort to curb the 

growing number of 

injuries and deaths 

attributed to large 

truck accidents. The 

Federal Motor Carrier 

Safety Administration, 

or FMCSA, is the 

agency responsible for enacting and enforcing many of those regulations. 



The FMCSA laws cover things such as pre-trip inspections, log book 

requirements, drug and alcohol testing and the hours of service rules 

(HOS). When a large truck is involved in a collision, it is important to find 

out if the truck was in violation of any of these rules. A violation alone does 

not prove negligence on the part of anyone connected to the tractor-

trailer; however it can be a good indication that negligence played a role in 

the crash.

COMMON CAUSES OF TRUCKING ACCIDENTS

Fundamentally, a trucking accident is the same as any other motor vehicle 

accident and, therefore, may be caused by many of the same contributing 

factors. There are, however, some common reasons why large trucks end 

up in a collision, including: 



 

 Impaired driving – federal, state, and company require drivers to 

submit to drug and alcohol testing have decreased the use of illicit 

drugs by truck drivers; however, both prescription and over the 

counter drugs are still abused by drivers trying to stay behind the 

wheel 

 Fatigued driving – despite federal HOS rules intended to keep 

drivers from remaining behind the wheel beyond the point of 

exhaustion, some drivers still operate their truck when fatigued – and 

some companies actually encourage it in an effort to increase profit 

margins. 

 Distracted driving – federal law also prohibits texting while driving 

for truck drivers; yet, some drivers ignore that law while others are 

distracted by other in-cab devices such as GPS devices or even DVD 

players. 

 Speed and aggressive driving – speed is a contributing factor in 

one out of three motor vehicle accidents nationwide. Aggressive 

driving is also a common problem with some truck drivers who take 

advantage of the size of their vehicle. 

 Equipment failure –mandatory inspections are intended to prevent 

accidents attributable to equipment failure; however, drivers often 

rush through their pre-trip inspection, or forego it altogether, in an 

effort to make better time. 

 

 



 

WHO IS LIABLE IN A TRUCKING ACCIDENT? 

One factor that sets trucking accidents apart from accidents involving only 

passenger vehicles is the likelihood of multiple defendants. When a truck is 

at-fault in an accident, a number of parties could be held liable, including, 

but not limited to, the following: 

• Driver of the truck 

• Driver’s employer 

• Owner of the truck and/or trailer 

• Leasing company that leased the truck/trailer 

• Owner of the cargo 

• Shipper or loader of the cargo 

• Manufacturer of the truck and/or trailer 

• Manufacturer of tires or other truck parts 

 

COMPENSATION IN A TRUCKING ACCIDENT 

If a large truck caused, or contributed to, a collision in which injuries were 

sustained by occupants of the involved vehicles, the victims could be 

entitled to both economic and non-economic damages. Economic damages 

include out of pocket expenses such as the cost of repairing a vehicle, 

medical bills, or lost earnings attributable to the accident. Non-economic 

damages, often referred to as “pain and suffering”, include the intangible 

injuries caused by the accident. Non-economic damages are much more 

difficult to calculate because they are subjective in nature. 

 

In rare cases, punitive damages may be awarded. Whereas economic and 

non-economic damages (collectively referred to as “compensatory 

damages”) are intended to compensate a victim for injuries sustained, 

punitive damages are intended to punish a defendant. As such, punitive 



 

damages are only awarded when a defendant’s conduct was particularly 

reckless, malicious, offensive, or egregious. 

 

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 

Although the law allows the victim of a trucking accident to pursue 

damages for the injuries caused by the accident, the law also limits the 

amount of time within 

which a victim must do 

so. In legal terminology 

the “statute of 

limitations” is the time 

within which a lawsuit 

must be filed in a 

particular type of action. 

For a personal injury 

accident, including 

trucking accidents, the 

statute of limitations in 

Florida is four years 

from the date of the accident. There is no limit to the amount of time it 

takes to actually resolve a case; however, the lawsuit must be filed within 

the four year statute of limitations or a victim forever waives the right to 

pursue the case. 

 



 

If you have been injured in a Florida trucking accident it is in your best 

interest to consult an experienced Florida trucking accident attorney as 

soon as possible to discuss your potential case. 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, Our Mission 

U.S Department of Transportation, Large Truck Fact Sheet 

NHTSA, Traffic Safety Performance Measures for Florida 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/mission
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811868.pdf
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/departments/nrd-30/ncsa/STSI/12_FL/2013/12_FL_2013.htm
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