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Who Needs a Family Lawyer?

Do you have a family related legal issue? Unlike lawyers in other
legal practice areas such as personal injury, criminal,
bankruptcy, health, and business law, family law attorneys
focus on issues impacting families. Some of those issues include
but are not limited to:

·divorce
·adoption
·child custody
·child support modification
·pre and post-nuptial agreements
·child and adult guardianships
·legitimation
·DFCS defense
·TPOs and TPO defense

Why on Earth Did God
Create Divorce and Family

Law Attorneys?
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Your lawyer charges
one upfront price for

their services.

Your lawyer charges a
fee for every hour

they spend working
on your case.

Retainer Fee
A retainer fee is essentially a

down payment for your lawyer's
services that will be put towards

your hourly fees.
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Just to name a few. Consider this, if you or a family member are diagnosed
with an acute medical problem like brain cancer or erectile dysfunction,
would you call a cardiologist? Likewise, a bankruptcy or medical
malpractice attorney would probably be less than ideal representation in a
family law matter, whereas the legal team at Shakhan and Wilkerson
Divorce and Family Law would be perfectly suited for such a case.

What do Family Lawyers Do?

As mentioned above, divorce and family attorneys are typically specialists.
Like the lawyers at Shakhan & Wilkerson Divorce and Family Law, they
tend to focus on cases that involve matters of the heart, and aid families
embroiled in civil disputes involving marriage dissolutions, breakups of civil
and domestic unions, custody battles, separation, family violence, juvenile
court dependency cases, marital asset division, fathers’ rights, child
adoption, guardianships, conservatorships, and so much more. 

So Why Should I Retain a Family Lawyer?

Many times, family law disputes are in fact a zero-sum game. For example,
a child at the center of a custody dispute cannot be surgically cut in two,
divided down the center and apportioned between the parties; and though
joint physical custody of children is occasionally awarded in a small
number of cases, frequently one parent or guardian is a granted primary
physical custody while the other is relegated to visitation and most likely a
child support financial obligation. This is also true in divorce where one
party may be awarded the marital property or a percentage of a disputed
pension or IRA. Or consider a parent facing the termination of their
parental rights in juvenile court. These are probably not the types of cases
that you want to take on pro se as you may potentially face off against an
experienced litigator and seasoned divorce and family law attorney on the
other side of the aisle. The odds of your success are less than favorable
against a veteran lawyer.

 What Can I Expect from My Family Law Attorney?

Once the conflict check has been completed, your engagement letter
signed, and your retainer paid, what direction your case goes in next, at
least at Shakhan & Wilkerson Divorce and Family Law Firm, depends on
these three factors:

(1) the nature and complexity of your legal matter;
(2) the immediacy or urgency of your legal matter; and
(3) If we are building your case from the ground up, or your matter is
currently pending in the courts 

Clients with New Cases

Generally speaking, the first step in the process for clients filing a new
action is the completion of our in-house questionnaire and Domestic
Relations Financial Affidavit (DRFA). The DRFA provides the court a
snapshot of your financial status. This document must be notarized and
returned to our legal team. Also, our team will begin to collect any court-
related documents at this time for review. Following the review an in-
person or virtual conference is scheduled to get a better sense of our
client’s legal goals and to gain a deeper understanding of the narrative.
Following this meeting our team begins drafting the complaint or petition.

Clients with Pending Cases

For client’s with pending cases, we begin by filing an entry of appearance
into your matter. This is necessary to inform the court, the opposing side,
and all other interested parties that you’ve retained counsel and that all
communication should be facilitated through us, your attorneys. Someone
from our legal team will also review any prior pleadings, evidence,
discovery, court orders and all other court documents. If an answer,
responsive pleading, or discovery is due in your case we will begin drafting
these documents as the deadlines dictate.
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I Didn’t Know Family Lawyers Worked that Hard

Many of our clients are often surprised to discover the amount of work that
goes into our representation. The abbreviated highlights above don’t
accurately capture all of the reading, research, internal discussions or
logistics involved in organizing documents, evidence, discovery, and the
boat loads of case notes into our system. Nor does it capture the true
amount of reading, writing and work involved in preparing for trial, or
hearings or drafting pleadings, motions, settlement agreements, letters, etc.
This is why lawyers are said to jokingly make “the big bucks.” The lawyers
at Shakhan and Wilkerson Divorce and Family Law Firm generally work
twelve-hour days, six days a week so that our clients can rest assured that
their cases are in good hands. 

The Punchline

So, why did God create divorce lawyers? Family lawyers were created to
advocate for parents, shield family members from family violence, aid
parents with adoption, help married couples move on with their lives, assist
fathers with child visitation, prevent the system from separating children
from loving parents, protect children from abusive guardians, negotiate
peaceful resolutions to family problems and generally speaking, to make
the world a better and safer place.

Written by Genghis X. Shakhan, Esq. 
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SERVING ALL OF GA
(404) 999-9529 Metro ATL

(478) 845-1213 Middle/South GA
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