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MTC chair Dave Cortese said, “With just 700 bikes in the 
system, we’ve seen over one million trips taken in San José 
and San Francisco over the last three years.” Cortese also serves 
as president of the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors. 
“We’re expecting those numbers to explode once the system 
expands into the East Bay and we have 7,000 bikes across the region.”

Harvard Chan School study
Taking a look at bike commuter numbers, researchers from 

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health identified some 
findings in a study of bicycle crashes. The number of commuters 
who bike to and from work has risen about 62 percent from 2000 
to 2013, the authors wrote. The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration reported more than 49,000 cyclists were injured 
in 2012; 726 of those crashes were fatal. Studies have indicated 
that if safety of the bicycle environment improved, more people 
would want to bike, they said.

The findings included:
• Bicycle crashes are almost twice as likely to occur at 

intersections rather than on the straights-of-way outside the 

intersections. Those that occur on straight streets, however, 
are more likely to result in fatal or disabling injuries to 
bicyclists.

• Cyclists riding through intersections where streets connect 
at acute or obtuse  angles are associated with a higher risk 
of severe injury or death after a crash compared to cyclists 
riding through more common 90-degree intersections.

• Crashes involving a truck or a bus as compared with smaller 
vehicles were twice as likely to result in a severe injury.

“Our findings are significant because identifying dangerous 
intersections can help direct the available funds and resources to 
intersections where the preventive impact would be highest,” said 
lead author Morteza Asgarzadeh, chief research fellow in the 
Department of Environmental Health at Harvard Chan School.

Tips from a trial lawyer
In the event of a bicycle accident, it might seem that foot-

age from a helmet camera would help the bike victim’s case. 
But often, video footage isn’t the case-winning evidence 
plaintiffs expect it to be — and in some cases, it may do more 
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 16th Annual  

Tour de Lincoln 
Saturday, May 6th  

McBean Park - Lincoln, CA 
Cont. Breakfast—SAG—Rest Stops—Post Ride BBQ 

10 mi. $20 - 20 mi. $40 
40 mi. $55*-100K, $55* 
 

     (After May 1st, Add $10) 
 

Sign up on active.com 
or download  Rider App. 

Download Rider App. - Tourdelincoln.org 
info@lincolnvolunteer.com, or (916) 645-6254 

A Benefit Bike Ride For The Lincoln Volunteer Center 

 Fri. Night Pre-Reg / Packet Pickup Dinner - $15 
 Sat. Post Ride Party - BBQ, Music, Beer&Wine 
 Overnight lodging deals at: placertourism.com 

―A Top 10 Metric Century‖ 
(Active.com–2016) 

*SAVE 
$10 

before 
Feb.28 

harm than good, according to Gerald Agnew, partner with 
AgnewBrusavich.

“The record of an accident could be vague and ambiguous, 
or it could be downright damning to the victim,” said Agnew, 
“You may arguably have indisputable evidence of some of 
the event from a limited view, but do not discount eyewitness 
observations or physical evidence. An accident reconstruction 
needs to consider everything.”

Cyclists with video evidence also need to be especially careful 
about preserving it. “You can’t record information and then later 
decide to alter, modify or destroy it,” said Agnew. “That creates 
the inference that whatever was there was harmful to your case. 
It’s also against the rules, criminal, civil and otherwise.”

Got tips? 
Share your bike news with our readers. We are always looking 

for news that relates to bike riding and racing in northern 
California, northern Nevada and southern Oregon.  
cycleca@cyclecalifornia.com

Looking more river than creek, the Guadalupe overwhelmed 
the bike trail that follows the creekbed through downtown 
San José during January’s rainstorms. Cycle California! 
staff photo.

http://www.tourdelincoln.org/
http://bayareabicyclelaw.com/

