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April 15, 2014, is not only tax day, it is also the deadline for the 
first application period for the Jon Petersen Scholarship. Whether 
for the Petersen or Autism Scholarships, students in grades 
Kindergarten through 12 must have a current, finalized, and 
agreed-upon IEP  from their district of residence in order to be 
eligible for consideration.  Since many parents may be interested 
in receiving funds to pay for their child’s education and services 
in a scholarship-approved school or private provider, a public 
school district may receive some pressure to draft and finalize 
IEPs detailing the services parents desire from the scholarship 
provider. The rule of thumb is the district must draft the IEP as 
though the student is not a scholarship recipient. The first 
obligation of the public school district is to propose an IEP that 
will provide FAPE for the child through the district of residence 
regardless of what services may or may not be available from the 
private provider.  Below is a list of considerations and challenges 
a school district may face when preparing an IEP.  Keep in mind, 
however, that you may never get the opportunity to implement it: 
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Did You Know? 

• ODE has recently instituted 
a requirement that Districts 
provide Parents with a 
specific PR-01 that outlines 
the discussion at the IEP 
meeting before providing 
services, even when Parents 
agree with the IEP.   
 

• There is conflicting 
guidance regarding how 
specific the PR-01 must be. 
 
Contact your legal counsel 
to obtain specifics on your 
obligations. 
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 IEPs and Scholarships continued 
 
 
• Cooperation of Private Providers: When a child does not attend school in your district, it can be 

challenging to arrange meetings with outside providers who may be unwilling to change their schedules 
to accommodate your timelines or who may not have the desired credentials. Although districts may 
invite outside service providers to attend the IEP meeting,  their presence is not mandatory for IEP 
development. Similarly, even though private providers must upload progress reporting, the information 
they provide may not be sufficient to guide your IEP development.  Districts should first analyze the 
data supplied by outside sources and request additional data as needed.  Finally, document all attempts to 
obtain needed information. This may include preparing a prior written notice documenting any 
difficulties in developing the IEP because the private provider did not offer sufficient information.   
 

• Offering Specially Designed Instruction: Often districts may discover that the non-public school does 
not have the instructional programs and related services offered by the district and may receive pressure 
from parent(s) to complete this section according to the their desires or the private school’s available 
programs.   Regardless, the public school must offer an IEP that the district would implement, not one 
that satisfies the non-public school’s programing.  Thus, beware of: 
 
o Requests for specific software or training:  The district’s IEP should not be used as a  way to fund 

“one size fits all” programs offered by some non-public schools. Instruction and services must be 
geared toward the individual needs of the child. For example, discrete trial training is not the only 
option for children with autism, though parents often want it listed in the IEP.  
 

o Requests for support personnel: Analyze the need for each related service and all support personnel 
before including it in the IEP. For example, districts should not agree to offer 1:1 aide support in the 
IEP simply because the student will attend elsewhere.  Likewise, related services should not be 
excluded from the IEP simply because the necessary personnel are not employed by the private 
school. 

 
• Meeting statutory timelines:  Avoid the trap of missing a deadline for finalizing an IEP simply because 

private school providers are not available to meet within your timeline. Any IEP prepared by the district 
must be completed and finalized prior to the anniversary or expiration date of the prior IEP.  Failure to 
meet this requirement can result in sanctions (corrective action, etc.) from the Ohio Department of 
Education. 

 
• Being Prepared to Implement:  Remember if the student returns to or enrolls in your district after 

completing an IEP for scholarship purposes, the district must be prepared to implement the IEP as 
developed.  
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