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Jazmin DelLeon, 15, spent most of her time in her bedroqm until she iihally told her mother,

she had been sexually abused.

Mom wishes she had kno

Lawrence teen-ager reveals she was
sexually abused and has begun healing

By Cathleen F. Crowley

Eagle-Tribune Writer

Jazmin Deleon earned straight A’s,
she never missed school, and she always
smiled. No one, not even her mother,

suspected anything was wrong.
They didn’t know that when she

locked herself in her room, she thought

about suicide and often cried herself to
sleep. .

“I'was painting a whole different per-
son for people to see,” said Jazmin, a 15-
year-old freshman at Lawrence High. «
didn’t want anyone to see what was
going on behind that picture, that per-
fect picture.” -

But Jazmin finally broke down last
year and told her mother: Her own
father had molested her for years. It
started when she was 3 and didn’t end
until her parents divorced when she was

71/2. Last month, a Lawrence District

Court jury found Jazmin’s father, Luis

DeLeon, 36, guilty of two counts of inde-
cent assault and one count of sexual
exploitation.

Mr. DeLeon, a machine operator from
Lawrence, was sentenced to six months
in jail, and he must register as a sex
offender for the rest of his life.

“There is
Vasquez, Jazmin’s mother.

Jazmin and Mrs. Vasquez are speak-
ing openly because Mrs. Vasquez
believes she could have stopped the
molestation if she had known the signs.

They hope their story will help other

families recognize and stop abuse.

Jazmin used to walk in her sleep, Wét :

her bed, and she would avoid her father.
“She was always saying, ‘I don’t want

Please see ABUSE, Page 2

justice,” said Doris
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