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CIVIL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ORLEANS 

 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

 

NO: ___________        DIVISION “   ” 

 

CHRISTOPHER J. BRUNO 

 

VERSUS 

 

, JENNIFER M. MEDLEY, INDIVIDUALLY, 

“JENNIFER M. MEDLEY CAMPAIGN FUND”, and THE VOICE OF THE 

PEOPLE, LLC, D/B/A/ VOICE PAC  

 

 

FILED:_______________________       ____________________________ 

DEPUTY CLERK 

 

PETITION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND 

PRELIMINARY AND PERMANENT INJUNCTION IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH LA. R.S. 18:1471 FOR VIOLATION OF LA. R.S. 18:1463 

 

Now into Court, through undersigned counsel, comes Plaintiff, 

CHRISTOPHER J. BRUNO, who files this Petition for Temporary Restraining 

Order and Preliminary and Permanent Injunction  against VOICE PAC, 

JENNIFER M. MEDLEY and “JENNIFER M. MEDLEY CAMPAIGN 

FUND” made Defendants herein, for the reasons set forth more fully as follows: 

1. 

 

Petitioner, CHRISTOPHER J. BRUNO, is a citizen of the State of Louisiana 

and a resident of the Parish of Orleans. Petitioner is currently a candidate in the 

election for Judge Civil District Court, Division “F”. The election is scheduled to 

take place on Tuesday, November 3, 2020. 

2. 

 

Defendant, JENNIFER M. MEDLEY, is a citizen of the State of Louisiana 

and resides at 6710 Bamberry Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70126.   

3. 

 

Defendant, “JENNIFER M. MEDLEY CAMPAIGN FUND,” is upon 



2 

 

information and belief, an entity formed by Defendant, Jennifer M. Medley that is 

made up of a certain group of persons that manages the election office and campaign 

for Defendant, Jennifer M. Medley. 

4. 

THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, LLC, is a Louisiana Liability Company who 

is doing business under the name of “VOICE PAC”, even though Voice PAC is not 

registered as a Louisiana Political Action Committee, even though registration is 

required.  

5. 

THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, LLC is owned and operated by Sidney 

Torres, IV. who is acting as a surrogate for the campaign of Jennifer M. Medley, by 

his own admissions to the media. 

6. 

As candidates and surrogates for candidates, both Plaintiff and Defendants are 

subject to the laws and regulations set forth in the Louisiana Election Code, LSA - 

R.S. 18:1, et seq.  

7. 

 Because the case is currently on appeal, both Jennifer M. Medley and Judge 

Christopher Bruno are preventing from commenting on the case under Louisiana 

Judicial Canon 3(A)(8).  

8. 

 Doe v. Lewis, No. 2014-7067 was pending and tried before Judge Christopher 

Bruno.  A Judgment was issued on January 28, 2020, which is attached hereto and 

marked as Exhibit 1.  The case is currently on appeal and so is a pending case.  

9. 

 Nevertheless, Jennifer M. Medley and Jennifer M. Medley Campaign fund 
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created and ran a commercial pertaining to the matter of Doe v. Lewis, No. 2014-

7067, Civil District Court for the Parish of Orleans.  Attached hereto and marked as 

Exhibit 2 is a copy of such ad.  The ad featured a silhouette of “Jane Doe” who 

stated: 

I was raped 7 years ago, and finally after 7 years I got my day in court.  

Or so I thought.  I had the misfortune of appearing before Judge 

Christopher Bruno and from the start, I could feel his bias against me.  

He called me a scorned woman and didn’t find me credible.  Being 

raped is something no woman should have to endure and Judge 

Christopher Bruno’s treatment of me was just as bad. 

 

10. 

The Medley Campaign created the ad at issue, and it is being used and 

published by surrogates, who are the remaining named defendants, for the candidate 

Jennifer Medley. 

11. 

 The Judicial Campaign Oversight Committee investigated this ad and found 

it to be false in an opinion issued on October 14, 2020, which is attached hereto and 

marked as Exhibit 3.  Specifically, it found as follows: 

• There was “no evidence that Judge Bruno was biased.” 

 

• “Judge Bruno never called the Plaintiff a scorned woman.” 

 

• That Judge Bruno weighed all of the evidence in the trial of this matter 

and issued a ten-page reason for Judgment; 

 

12. 

 

Based on the determination of the Judicial Commission, counsel for Petitioner 

sent a letter to counsel for Defendants, Jennifer M. Medley and Jennifer M. Medley 

Campaign fund asking if they planned to voluntarily stop running the ad given that 

it was determined to be false by the Judicial Campaign Oversight Committee.  A 

copy of this letter is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit 4.   

13. 
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The letter stated:  

The Committee stated it believes “the video created by the Medley 

Campaign contains false and misleading statements regarding 

Judge Bruno in connection with Doe v. Lewis, No. 2014-7067 (Civil 

District Court for the Parish of Orleans), in violation of Canon 

7A(9). 

 

Further, after reviewing the ten-page Judgment in this matter, any 

reasonable attorney or person would conclude that the ad was false.  

Specifically, the Plaintiff in the case that is depicted on your ad was 

found to be incredible, as indicated by the Judicial Campaign Oversight 

Committee, when she accused the defendant in that matter of rape.  

Multiple witnesses that were present during the alleged rape testified at 

the trial that they heard only consensual sex occurring.  Further, the 

Plaintiff admitted under oath that she had accused another man of 

raping her to get back at him.  For many of these reasons, criminal 

charges were refused by local authorities and so the Plaintiff attempted 

to sue the defendant for money damages. Significantly, after a trial on 

the merits the Court awarded no money to the Plaintiff and awarded the 

accused Defendant with tens of thousands of dollars in compensatory 

damages for defamation, finding that the Plaintiff maliciously falsely 

accused him.   

 

Especially with this contextual background, it is clear that the decision 

of the Committee that the video created by the Medley Campaign 

contains false and misleading statements regarding Judge Bruno would 

be echoed by Judge Pitcher and that, similarly, the Court would find 

that your clients knew the ad was false.   

 

Your clients have already been found by Judge Pitcher to have run a 

false ad when he granted our preliminary injunction on September 30 

and remarked on the record that she violated Canon 7A(9) in doing so.   

Now, the Judicial Campaign Oversight Committee has concluded your 

clients are again running another false ad.  

 

My client would like to avoid unnecessary litigation attendant to this 

election and allow the public to focus on facts, experience, and 

integrity.  With this opinion from the Judicial Campaign Oversight 

Committee, we could easily obtain a Temporary Restraining Order.   

However, we would like to give your clients the opportunity to follow 

the Judicial Canons and to voluntarily cease and desist from running 

this false commercial and to remove all links, posts, and references to 

same.  Please advise by Friday, October 16, 2020 at close of business 

if you are agreeable to this proposal.  Otherwise, we will have no 

choice but to seek all available legal recourse. 

 

14. 

Jennifer M. Medley and Jennifer M. Medley Campaign, through counsel, 
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agreed to stop running the false ad.   

15. 

On October 20, 2020 a new ad started running on TV.  That commercial is 

attached hereto and marked as Exhibit 5.  Such commercial “features” the original 

commercial determined to be false by the Judicial Campaign Oversight Committee 

playing in the background with Jane Doe again featured in a silhouette.  She states, 

in part: 

Since this ad began running, the Chris Bruno Campaign, through their 

legal maneuvering has tried to muzzle my voice, denying me of my 

First Amendment right.  

 

16. 

The commercial states that it was “Paid for by Voice PAC” yet also states 

“Paid for by the Jennifer Medley Campaign.”  

17. 

At no time has Judge Bruno, undersigned counsel, or anyone associated with 

the Campaign of Christopher J. Bruno, contacted Jane Doe, sent any type of cease 

and desist letter to Jane Doe, attempted to silence Jane Doe, or filed anything relative 

to Jane Doe, or filed anything relative to the above-referenced ad.   

18. 

Accordingly, the allegation that the Chris Bruno Campaign has “through legal 

maneuvering” “tried to muzzle” Jane Doe and deny her of her First Amendment 

right is categorically false.  

19. 

The ad is clearly false and has caused and will continue to cause irreparable 

injury, loss and damage to Petitioner, thereby necessitating the instant petition to 

enjoin Defendants from such damaging behavior.  Specifically, there is a judicial 

election on November 3, 2020 and this matter will not be able to be tried prior to 
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that time.  Should this Honorable Court allow the subject false ad to run, voters may 

be influenced by complete falsehoods, which will cause irreparable harm to 

Petitioner who is a candidate. 

20. 

On information and belief, Defendants have violated the Louisiana Election 

Code, LSA - R.S. 18:1463, with respect to Petitioner, CHRISTOPHER J. BRUNO, 

by publishing through a third party an ad which has already deemed to be false by 

the Louisiana Campaign Oversight Board and now by including new allegations that 

are also false.   

21. 

 

Defendants have violated the Louisiana Election Code, LSA - R.S. 18:1463 

(C) (1), which states in relevant part: “No person shall cause to be distributed or 

transmitted, any oral, visual or written material which he knows or should be 

reasonably expected to know makes a false statement about a candidate for election 

in a primary or general election...” 

22. 

 

Defendants have knowingly violated LSA - R.S. 18:1463 (C)(1) by airing the 

ad on TV, posting the original and new ad on social media.  

23. 

 Malice and untruth are presumed where the words uttered are by their very 

nature injurious to one's personal or professional reputation. 864 So.2d 1292003-

1146 (La. 1/21/04).  Additionally, the defendants know that the ad is false because 

the Louisiana Campaign Oversight Board determined that Ms. Medley knowingly 

made a false ad.  

24.

The Louisiana Election Code, at LSA - R.S. 18:1463 (A), provides that “... 
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the state has a compelling interest in taking every step to assure that all elections are 

held in a fair and ethical manner and finds that an election cannot be held in a fair 

and ethical manner when any candidate or other person is allowed to print or 

distribute... or publish statements that make scurrilous, false, or irresponsible 

adverse comments about a candidate...”  It provides further at § 1463 (D)(1) that 

“an affected candidate... shall be entitled to an injunction to restrain further 

violations...” and at § 1463 (F) that “whoever violates any provision of this Section 

may be punished by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars or be imprisoned for 

not more than six months, or both.”  The Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure, Article 

3601, additionally provides that an injunction shall be issued in cases where 

“irreparable injury, loss, or damage may otherwise result to the applicant...” 

25. 

 

 Petitioner, CHRISTOPHER J. BRUNO requests that this Honorable Court 

issue a temporary restraining order and in due course a preliminary and permanent 

injunction, as follows: 

“The Voice of the People, LLC d/b/a Voice PAC, Jennifer M. Medley 

Campaign Fund, and Jennifer M. Medley, and individually, her campaign 

committee, her campaign staff, surrogates, her agents, employees, 

representatives, and assigns and any and all persons, firms, or corporations 

acting or claiming to act on behalf of Jennifer M. Medley are restrained, 

enjoined, and prohibited from airing the commercials attached to the 

subject Petition. Further, the Voice of the People, LLC d/b/a Voice PAC, 

Jennifer M. Medley Campaign Fund, and Jennifer M. Medley, and 

individually, her campaign committee, her campaign staff, surrogates, her 

agents, employees, representatives, and assigns and any and all persons, 

firms, or corporations acting or claiming to act on behalf of Jennifer M. 

Medley are restrained, enjoined, and prohibited from distributing printed 

material, airing television or radio commercials, publishing, or causing to 

published advertisements, or to post on social media sites any ads, posts, or 

comments referencing Doe v. Lewis, No. 2014-7067, Civil District Court for 

the Parish of Orleans while the case is still pending, or references or 

statements that the Campaign of Chris Bruno is attempting to silence, 

muzzle, or quiet Jane Doe, or that he called Jane Doe a scorned woman. 

 

26. 

Petitioner, CHRISTOPHER J. BRUNO, further prays that this Honorable 



8 

 

Court hold Defendants, THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE LLC, D/B/A VOICE PAC, 

JENNIFER M. MEDLEY and “JENNIFER M. MEDLEY CAMPAIGN FUND” 

responsible for all reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs in accordance with La. R.S. 

18:14630(2).1 

27. 

Based on the foregoing laws and Defendants’ blatant violation of same, 

Petitioner hereby requests that this Petition for Injunction be granted; that 

Defendants be penalized with the maximum fine allowed and such other penalties 

that shall be deemed appropriate by this Honorable Court; and that Defendants be 

enjoined and restrained from making, printing and distributing further scurrilous, 

false, and irresponsible adverse comments about Petitioner. 

28. 

 

 Petitioner requests this Honorable Court set a bond pursuant to Code of Civil 

Procedure article 3610. 

 

WHEREFORE, your Petitioner, CHRISTOPHER J. BRUNO, prays: 

 

1.) That a temporary restraining order prayed for in paragraph 10, above, 

be issued by this Court; 

 

2.) That an order be issued ordering THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE LLC, 

D/B/A VOICE PAC, JENNIFER M. MEDLEY and “JENNIFER M. 

MEDLEY CAMPAIGN FUND” to show cause on a date and time to 

be set by this Honorable Court why a preliminary and permanent 

injunction be granted, as well as, reasonable attorney’s fees and costs 

awarded to CHRISTOPHER J. BRUNO in accordance with La. R.S. 

18:14630(2); 

 

3.) That this Petition be served upon Defendants, THE VOICE OF THE 

PEOPLE LLC, D/B/A VOICE PAC, JENNIFER M. MEDLEY and 

“JENNIFER M. MEDLEY CAMPAIGN FUND citing them to appear 

and answer this Petition; and 

 

4.) That Petitioner may have all other general and equitable relief that the 

nature of this case requires. 

 

1 La. R.S. 1463D (2) states: “In the event a permanent injunction is granted, reasonable 

attorneys fees shall be allowed the petitioner by the court which shall be taxed as costs to be paid 

by the defendants.” 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

KIEFER & KIEFER 

 

 

______________________________ 

Megan C. Kiefer 

2310 Metairie Road 

Metairie, LA 70001 

Telephone:  504.828.3313 

Facsimile:  504.828.0024 

Email: megan@kieferlaw.com 

 

 

BRUNO & BRUNO, LLP 

 

 

______________________________ 

Joseph M. Bruno (LA Bar No. 3604) 

855 Baronne Street 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70113 

Telephone: (504) 525-1335 

Facsimile: (504) 561-6775 

Email: jbruno@brunobrunolaw.com 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I do hereby certify that I have on this 20th day of October 2020, served a copy 

of the foregoing pleading on counsel for all parties to this proceeding, by electronic 

mail or by mailing the same by United States Postal Mail, properly addressed, and 

first class postage prepaid. 

 

______________________________ 

       MEGAN C. KIEFER 

 

PLEASE SERVE: 

JENNIFER M. MEDLEY  

6710 Bamberry Street 

New Orleans, LA 70126 

 

JENNIFER M. MEDLEY CAMPAIGN FUND  

6710 Bamberry Street 

New Orleans, LA 70126 

 

THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, LLC D/B/A VOICE PAC 

Through its registered agent for service of process 

Berrigan Litchfield, LLC 

201 St. Charles Avenue, Suite 4204 

New Orleans, LA 70170  

mailto:jbruno@brunobrunolaw.com



