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1

ENDOTRACHEAL TUBE HOLDER HAVING
BOTH A SAFETY CLAMP AND A SECURING
CLAMP

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of International
Patent Application Ser. No. PCT/US95/02564, with an Inter-
national Filing Date of Mar. 1, 1995, now abandoned, which
was a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 08/121,154, filed Sep. 13, 1993, which issued as U.S.
Pat. No. 5,398,679 on Mar. 21, 1995.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to holders for endotracheal tubes.

An endotracheal tube is generally inserted in the tracheal
lumen of a patient, through the patient’s mouth, to deliver air
to the patient’s lungs when the mouth, throat or trachea of
the patient is obstructed.

It is important that the endotracheal tube be securely
retained in the patient’s mouth to prevent accidental removal
of the tube from the tracheal lumen, which could result in
asphyxiation. It is also important to minimize damage to the
mucous membranes of the larynx and trachea caused by
rubbing of the tube against the membrane. The tube must be
retained in a manner that will secure it against shifts in the
patient’s position, movement of attached ventilating equip-
ment and slippage. Moreover, the patient should be pre-
vented from biting down on the tube and either cutting it or
closing off the air supply through the tube.

Until relatively recently, endotracheal tubes were typi-
cally held in place by tape. Retaining the tube in this manner
was difficult to accomplish and unreliable, as the tape would
not always adhere to the patient’s skin and required a
relatively high degree of skill to apply quickly and securely.
This method also made it impractical to adjust the orienta-
tion of the tube in the tracheal lumen after the initial
insertion, and removal of the tape from the patient’s skin and
facial hair was often traumatic.

To remedy this situation, various types of endotracheal
tube holders have been developed. These holders are thought
to allow the tube to be more quickly and easily inserted and
positioned, and may include means for preventing the
patient from biting the tube. However, typically these hold-
ers do not allow the patient’s mouth to be easily accessed by
medical staff, e.g., for the administration of medicaments or
cleansing and swabbing. Also, many such devices require
two-handed operation and are not readily adjustable.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention features an improved endotracheal
tube holder which allows a patient’s mouth to be readily
accessed when the endotracheal tube and holder are in place,
and which is easily operated and adjusted with one hand.
The tube holder provides good resistance to biting, and is
comfortable to the patient. The tube holder also can be
positioned prior to positioning the tube, and the axial posi-
tion of the holder relative to the tube can be readily adjusted
to a desired position even during use of the tube.

The endotracheal tube holder includes (a) a pair of
opposed members constructed to define a lumen when
positioned adjacent each other, and (b) a latching device
constructed to allow the relative position of the opposed
members to be adjusted between a first position, in which the
lumen is sufficiently small to securely hold the endotracheal
tube, and a second position, in which the lumen is suffi-
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ciently large to allow the endotracheal tube to move axially
yet sufficiently small to resist radial displacement of the
endotracheal tube. The term “lumen” as used herein, refers
to any structure that can be positioned around the outer
surface of an endotracheal tube. For example, the lumen
need not define a continuous cylinder but could instead be a
discontinuous structure having separate arcuate portions that
together provide sufficient support to the outer surface of the
endotracheal tube to retain the tube.

The invention also features a method of inserting and
retaining an endotracheal tube in the tracheal lumen of a
patient. The method includes () inserting the endotracheal
tube through the patient’s mouth into the tracheal lumen; (b)
providing an endotracheal tube holder as described above;
(¢) introducing the endotracheal tube into the lumen defined
by the endotracheal tube holder; (d) placing the latching
device in its second position; (e) adjusting the position of the
endotracheal tube holder axially along the length of the
endotracheal tube until the endotracheal tube holder is in a
desired position; and (f) placing the latching device in its
first position, thereby securing the endotracheal tube holder
firmly in position on the endotracheal tube. Preferably, the
endotracheal tube holder is secured to the patient’s head
prior to step (e) above.

In one aspect of the invention, the endotracheal tube
holder includes a first member, a second member, positioned
in opposed, spaced relation relative to the first member, a
hinge constructed to allow the first member to pivot with
respect to the second member, and a latching device con-
structed to allow the relative position of the opposed mem-
bers to be adjusted. The first member includes a first pair of
wing members and a first portion disposed between the first
pair of wing members, and the second member includes a
second pair of wing members and a second portion disposed
between the second pair of wing members. The first and
second pairs of wing members are dimensioned and
arranged so that when the endotracheal tube holder is in a
closed position a region of each wing of the first member is
adjacent to a region of a corresponding opposed wing of the
second member. The first and second portions are arranged
and dimensioned so that when the first and second members
are so positioned the first and second portions define a lumen
dimensioned to receive the endotracheal tube. The latching
device includes a safety clamp and a securing clamp. The
safety clamp is disposed in a region of the opposed wings
and includes a portion which provides interference engage-
ment between the wings to limit the extent to which the first
member and second member can pivot about the hinge to a
predetermined maximum angle. This angle is sufficiently
large to allow the position of the endotracheal tube in the
housing to be adjusted axially, and sufficiently small so that
the tube cannot be radially displaced from the endotracheal
tube holder when the safety clamp is engaged. The securing
clamp is disposed in a region of the opposed wings and is
constructed to be movable between a first position and a
second position. In the first position, the first and second
members are allowed to pivot to the extent allowed by the
safety clamp, to allow for axial adjustment of the endotra-
cheal tube within the lumen. In the second position, the first
portion and the second portion are sufficiently close to each
other to engage the tube and limit axial movement of the
tube relative to the endotracheal tube holder.

In a preferred aspect of the invention, the endotracheal
tube holder further includes a deflection spring on which one
of the first and second portions is mounted. The deflection
spring comprises a pair of cantilevered members. Each
cantilevered member is positioned between an end of the
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portion and the corresponding wing that extends from the
portion at that end. The elongate members are biased toward
the longitudinal axis of the lumen, and constructed to deflect
away from the longitudinal axis of the lumen in response to
pressure, e.g., when the portion is pressed against the
endotracheal tube. This feature allows the endotracheal tube
holder to accommodate endotracheal tubes having a range of
outer diameters. Preferably, the deflection spring is formed
of a rigid or semi-rigid polymeric material having a Young’s
Modulus of from about 1x107 to 1x107° psi, e.g., medical
grade vinyl. It is also preferred that the deflection spring
comprise a pair of curved elongate members disposed on
either side of the arcuate portion that will define the lumen.
More preferably, the curve of the elongate members has a
radius of curvature of from about 0.5 to 2.0 inches. In this
embodiment, the other portion that defines the lumen is
preferably U-shaped.

Preferred endotracheal tube holders may include any of
the following features. Each of the first and second portions
comprises a semi-cylindrical member. The endotracheal
tube holder further comprises a bite block extending axially
from the lumen. The bite block has a rectangular cross-
section. A soft material, preferably having a durometer
rating of 80 or less covers the bite block. The bite block
includes a foam or elastomeric sheath. The first member is
joined to the second member by a flexible hinge extending
between a first wing of the first member and an opposed first
wing of the second member. The wings are arranged and
dimensioned so that a major portion of each wing is removed
from a horizontal plane defined by the longitudinal axis of
the lumen defined by the portions and a substantially hori-
zontal line taken radially across the lumen. A first portion of
each wing, adjacent the semi-cylindrical portion, extends out
of the horizontal plane, and a second more remote portion of
each wing extends away from the lumen in a plane substan-
tially parallel to the horizontal plane. The lumen defined by
the first and second portions includes a plurality of raised
structures on its inner surface. In one embodiment, the safety
clamp and securing clamp each comprise a resilient member
extending from one portion through an aperture in the other
portion. The resilient member includes (a) a first latch
member adapted to engage provide interference engagement
between the portions, and (b) a first release member con-
structed to disengage the first latch member. In the safety
clamp, the resilient member is dimensioned to allow the first
and second portions to pivot about the hinge to define a
maximum angle of less than about 30 degrees, preferably
from about 5 degrees to 10 degrees. In the securing clamp,
the resilient member is dimensioned so that when the latch
member is engaged the lumen that is defined by the first and
second portions has a predetermined diameter that is sub-
stantially equal to that of the outer diameter of the endot-
racheal tube. In alternative embodiments, the safety and
securing clamps may comprise a plurality of detents posi-
tioned on a first member and a detent-engaging structure on
an opposed member, the detents being positioned so that
selective engagement of a detent by the detent-engaging
structure will provide the safety clamp and securing clamp
functions described above.

Other features and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the following description of presently pre-
ferred embodiments, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an endotracheal tube
holder according to one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a front view of the endotracheal tube holder of
FIG. 1.
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FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of Detail 3 in
FIG. 2.

FIG. 3a is a highly enlarged perspective view of the clamp
shown in FIG. 3.

FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of Detail 4 in
FIG. 2.

FIGS. 5 and 5a are perspective and end views,
respectively, of an endotracheal tube holder according to an
alternate embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 6 and 6a are cross-sectional side views, taken along
line 6—6 in FIG. 5, of, respectively, the upper and lower
members of the endotracheal tube holder of FIGS. 5—35a.

FIGS. 7—7f and 8—8f are views, taken from different
angles, of endotracheal tube holders according to two further
alternate embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 9 is a top view of the bite block sheath used in the
endotracheal tube holder shown in FIGS. 5—5a. FIGS. 9a—
are cross-sectional views of the bite block sheath, taken
along lines A—A, B—B and C—C in FIG. 9.

FIGS. 10—10b are schematic side views of an endotra-
cheal tube holder according to yet another embodiment of
the invention in open, semi-closed and closed positions,
respectively.

FIGS. 11 and 12 are partial enlarged cross-sectional side
views of latch mechanisms according to alternate embodi-
ments of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, endotracheal tube holder 10
includes an integral housing 12 having a “clamshell” type
structure, i.e., housing 12 comprises two halves, upper half
20 and lower half 21, which are joined by a flexible hinge
22. Each half comprises a semi-cylindrical portion 1224,
122p positioned between a pair of wings 124a, 124b, and
126a, 126b.

When hinge 22 is in a closed position, as shown in FIG.
1, semi-cylindrical portions 1224, 122b form an annular
sleeve 14. Sleeve 14 defines a lumen 15, dimensioned to
receive an endotracheal tube (not shown), and includes a bite
block 13 constructed to be positioned in a patient’s mouth.
Sleeve 14 is preferably formed of a rigid, resilient material,
e.g., polypropylene, which has sufficient rigidity to act as a
bite guard for the endotracheal tube, preventing the patient
from damaging or closing the tube by biting down on it, and
sufficient resiliency to provide cushioning for patient com-
fort. Preferably, sleeve 14 has a plurality of longitudinal ribs
18 on its inner surface 11, to provide a more positive grip of
the sleeve about the endotracheal tube extending there-
through. If desired, the ribs 18 can have a different
configuration, e.g., can be arranged spirally or circumferen-
tially about the inner surface 11. A flange 123, having
portions 123a, 123b, extends radially from the outer surface
of the sleeve in a manner to aid in longitudinal positioning
of the sleeve by engaging gently against a patient’s upper
and lower front teeth, as described in more detail below.

Each pair of adjacent wings, i.e., pairs 124a, 124b and
pairs 126a, 126b, forms a wing structure 16a, 16b when
hinge 22 is in a closed position, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.
The two wing structures curve upwardly, out of a plane
defined by the axis of the tube and sleeve 14 and a horizontal
line A across the patient’s mouth. This upward curve allows
easy access to the patient’s mouth on either side of the
housing in a manner to facilitate more thorough and efficient
mouth care. Two neck/head strap holders 19 are mounted on



6,029,668

5

the housing, one on each wing, to receive a strap (not shown)
which is fastened behind the patient’s neck or head.

The diameter of lumen 15 defined by sleeve 14 is deter-
mined by the spacing between the semi-cylindrical mem-
bers. To adjust this spacing, and to hold the upper and lower
halves relatively close together, so that the holder can be
manipulated with one hand, the housing is provided with a
pair of clamps. In the preferred embodiment shown, the
housing includes a securing clamp 30 on wing 165 and a
safety clamp 28 on wing 16a.

Safety clamp 28, which is closest to hinge 22, is provided
to act as a stop, limiting the amount of separation between
the two halves. Preferably, when the hinge is open to the
fullest extent allowed by the safety clamp, a lumen is still
defined by the semi-cylindrical portions at least to an extent
to prevent radial displacement of the tube from the lumen.
Thus, the safety clamp allows the diameter of the lumen to
be increased sufficiently to allow axial adjustment of the
endotracheal tube, without allowing the two halves to
become so separated that it is difficult to close them with one
hand.

Referring to FIG. 4, safety clamp 28, shown in detail,
includes a resilient member 40 which extends upwardly
from wing 124b of the lower half 21 of the housing, through
aperture 45 in opposed wing 124a. Resilient member 40
includes a latch member 42 and a release member 44. Wing
124a defines a shoulder 43, positioned for engagement by
latch member 42. Resilient member 40 is dimensioned so
that, when latch member 42 and shoulder 43 are engaged, as
shown in FIG. 4, the two halves of the housing can be
separated (pivoted about hinge 22) to define a maximum
angle B there between. Preferably, angle B is less than about
30 degree(s), more preferably angle B is about 5 degree(s)
to 10 degree(s). If it is desired to open the two halves beyond
the extent allowed by the safety latch, latch member 42 may
be released from shoulder 43 by depressing release member
44.

Securing clamp 30, when engaged, clamps the housing
around the tube, thereby securely holding the tube against
both axial and radial displacement, and, when disengaged,
allows the housing to open to the extent allowed by safety
clamp 28.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 3a, securing clamp 30, shown in
detail, comprises resilient member 32, which extends
upwardly from wing 1265 of lower half 21, through aperture
33 in wing 1264a. Resilient member 32 includes latch mem-
ber 34 and release member 36. Securing clamp 30 functions
in the same manner as does safety clamp 28, i.e., the latch
member engages the upper wing until it is released there-
from by depressing the release member. (Apertures in the
wings 124b, 1265 (FIGS. 3a and 4, respectively) facilitate
the manufacturing process.)

In use, an endotracheal tube is first inserted through the
patient’s mouth into the tracheal lumen. Then, with the
safety clamp closed and the securing clamp open, the sleeve
of the holder is slid over the endotracheal tube. The position
of the holder can then be adjusted axially along the tube until
the holder is in a desired position, preferably with the flange
portions engaged gently against the patient’s teeth. A neck/
head strap, attached to the wings on either side of the
housing, is then typically fastened about the neck or head of
the patient. When a desired position is achieved, the securing
clamp is then closed, typically with one hand, securing the
tube firmly in position within the holder. If further adjust-
ment of the holder later becomes necessary, this can easily
be accomplished by unfastening the securing clamp, sliding
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the tube axially within the lumen of the holder, and refas-
tening the securing clamp.

In an alternate embodiment, shown in FIGS. 5 and 54, the
endotracheal tube holder further includes a deflection spring
150 on which upper arcuate portion 152 is mounted. The
deflection spring comprises a pair of curved, elongate can-
tilevered members 154a, 154b. One cantilevered member is
positioned between each end of the arcuate portion 152 and
the corresponding wing 156a, 156b that extends from the
portion at that end. The cantilevered members are biased
toward the longitudinal axis of the lumen, and constructed to
deflect away from the longitudinal axis of the lumen in
response to pressure, e.g., when the arcuate portion 152 is
pressed against the endotracheal tube 158. This biasing and
deflection allows the endotracheal tube holder to accommo-
date endotracheal tubes having a range of outer diameters.
The lower portion 160, that with arcuate portion 152 defines
lumen 162, is preferably U-shaped, as shown in FIG. 64, to
define a seat for the endotracheal tube. It is preferred that the
lower portion 160 have a radius of curvature of from about
0.15 to 0.35 inches, and be sufficiently strong to resist
deflection when the endotracheal tube holder is closed.

Preferably, the deflection spring has the following prop-
erties: (a) it is capable of repeated deflection, during closure
of the holder, without failure, (b) it exhibits the desired
degree of deflection in response to the pressures which are
exerted during closure of the endotracheal tube holder, (¢) it
is resistant to compression set, and (d) it is formed of a
material that is inert with respect to the material of the
endotracheal tube and which is safe to use near or in a
patient’s mouth.

Suitable materials for the deflection spring include rigid
or semi-rigid polymeric materials that have a Young’s
Modulus of from about 1x10~° to 1x107° psi. One suitable
material is a medical grade vinyl having the above modulus,
e.g., 87402 GEON vinyl, commercially available from The
GEON Co., 6100 Oak Tree Blvd., Cleveland, Ohio 44131.
The thickness, overall height, and radius of curvature of the
elongated members 1544, 154b (see dimensions T, H and R,
respectively) and the distance from the center of arcuate
portion 152 to the safety or securing clamp (dimension D)
will also effect the durability, compression set and deflection
of the deflection spring. For 87402 GEON vinyl, the elon-
gated members are preferably from 0.040 to 0.100 inches
thick and from 0.5 to 2.5 inches long, each of the cantile-
vered elongate members has a radius of curvature of from
about 0.5 to 2.0 inches, and the distance D is from about 0.70
to 1.1 inches. It is also important that the length and
curvature (L and C) of the arcuate portion 152 be selected so
that the arcuate portion does not deflect significantly during
closure of the device. For 87402 GEON vinyl, it is preferred
that the arcuate portion 152 have a length of 0.3 to 0.5 inches
and a radius of curvature of 0.4 to 0.5 inches. For other
plastics, the preferred dimensions will be different. Also, if
one of the above dimensions is varied, the other dimensions
generally also must be varied. Preferred dimensions for a
given material and given use requirements can be readily
determined by using finite element analysis or by using the
equations shown in the Equations section, below, as an
algorithm in a MATHCAD software program or similar
computational software program. If desired, the thickness of
each cantilevered member can be tapered along the length of
the member, to provide a non-linear spring. The preferred
degree of taper depends upon the material used and the
requirements for the spring, and could be readily determined
for a particular material and given use conditions.
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Equations

The following equations can be used to determine the
loads and stresses on a deflection spring and the deflection
of the spring based on the properties of the polymeric
material used, the cross-sectional area of the elongated
members, and the diameter of the endotracheal tube. These
equations will allow the artisan to predict the behavior of a
deflection spring having a given design, and thus determine
the dimensions and material required for a given application.
The numerical values given below by way of example were
those used for 87402 GEON vinyl and forces measured
using the given endotracheal tube dimensions.

First, the following method was used to determine the
time constant (T) for a given polymeric (visco-elastic)
material:

Time Constant Calculations

o = applied stress t = time € = strain E = modulus

(stress and strain were measured when the endotracheal tube
holder was initially closed)

i=0...3

r=0
10%sec (3 hours)
10%ec (11 days)
107sec (115 days)

E =4x10° psi
3.1%10° psi
2.8x10° psi
24x10° psi

1 = solid state viscosity

o(t;)

&

m=

n=0
5% 10'° psi-sec
5% 10t psi-sec

5% 102 psi-sec

Because the matrix values above were so close to each other,
the modulus (E) was assumed to be constant in the following
equation.

i
T = —
E;

=0
1.613x10° sec
1.786x 10° sec
2.083x 107 sec
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Next, using the above time constant values, the stress
relaxation modulus was calculated as follows:

Stress Relaxation Modulus Calculation

Et; = E; ")

Er; = 4x10° psi
1.668x 10° psi
1.599% 10° psi
1.485%10° psi

Thus, using the GEON vinyl, the stress relaxation modulus
decreased to half its initial value in 3 hours.

The following are calculations for a beam in compression
with pivots at both ends. These equations utilize the plastic
behavior of the polymer which has been previously deter-
mined.

Off to the right is a figure of a beam in compression with
rollers affixed to a surface. This simulates the compressive
action which occurs with the possibility of bending occur-
ring in the middle of the beam once it’s gone past the yield
point. This beam is completely free to rotate at either end.

Electric Loading

Stress Calculations were:
P=load
A=cross sectional area
M=moment
I=moment of inertia
c=distance from outer edge (centroid)
o, =stress in compression for this case
ec=eccentricity (distance off center)
k=radius of gyration

Stress Calculations

ec:=2-in
P:=18-1bf
b:=.375-inw:=.0875-in1:=2-in  Assumingthat w <&

Ai=bw ci=5w
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-continued

1
I:= - -b-w? (for a rectangular beam)

1/c must be >120 to consider buckling.

1
- =45714
c
1
Sy
A
6y = ec-

sec[(%].\/g - 1}

Maximum Moment Calculation

M=P(ec+d)

01
0625 |
= -in

125
.25

These values represent the known deflections due to the
different hose diameters.

The formula below calculates the stresses in compression
given the above conditions.

P-(ec+0)-c

P
oci= —+
A I

This stress value was interpolated from the creep rupture
data to represent the applied stress encounteredbetween 3
hours and 11 days.

oc:=6-10%psi

The equation was manipulated to solve for the resulting
loads for each diameter.

oc

1 (ec+8;)-¢c
e
A 1

P =

12784
10.362

P= -bf
8.455

6.18

Assuming that the plastic members deflect as shown by 0
matrix these are the resulting loads. This is a linear analysis
at t=0. According to the modulus calculations, the applied
load will decrease by half in 3 hours.

Other embodiments are within the claims.

For example, where desired for increased security against
accidental or inadvertent release, e.g., due to movement or
actions by a patient, a second securing clamp may be
provided, preferably at a right angle to the first securing
clamp, so that two hands must be used to release the device.

In the endotracheal tube holders shown in FIGS. 5—35a,
7—7f and 8—8, the upper and lower members are separate
members 202, 204, joined at a hinge 206. Hinge 206 can be
any type of hinge suitable for joining plastic members, of
which many are known in the art.
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The holders shown in FIGS. 5—35a, 7—7f and 8—8f also
include a bite block 208 that is square in cross-section. The
bite block can, alternatively, have any other desired cross-
sectional shape. As shown in FIGS. 8—8f and in detail in
FIG. 9, the bite block can be covered with a flexible sheath
250 or a coating or layer of soft material, to improve patient
comfort. The bite block sheath 250, shown in detail in FIGS.
9—9c, is formed of soft elastomeric material, e.g., a material
having a durometer of less than 80, preferably about 60.
Vinyls having a suitable softness are commercially available
from The GEON Co., Cleveland, Ohio. The sheath can also
be formed of foam or any other soft cushioning material that
may be used in a patient’s mouth. As shown in FIGS. 94 and
9c, the sheath 250 is attached to the bite block by an
interference fit between the dome portion 252 of the sheath
and an aperture 254 in the bite block.

As shown in FIGS. 8—8f, the first and second portions
212, 214, which together define the lumen, have a semi-
elliptical cross-section, rather than a semi-cylindrical shape,
to allow tubes having a range of outer diameters to have at
least two points of contact with the lumen. The cross-section
can also be V or U shaped. Other cross-sections that will
together define a lumen can also be used. For example, in the
embodiment shown in FIGS. 5 and 54, and described above,
first portion 212 has an arcuate cross-section, describing a
small arc, while second portion 214 has a U-shaped cross-
section.

An alternate embodiment is shown in FIGS. 10—10b in
which the endotracheal tube holder is latched by pushing
down equally on both sides of the lumen. To accomplish this
type of latching, extensions 170 are provided at each end of
the lower member 172 and are constructed to slidingly
engage the corresponding ends of upper member 174. In this
embodiment, the safety clamp is constructed to be engaged
when the upper and lower members are in the position
shown in FIG. 10A, and the securing clamp is constructed to
be engaged when the members are in the position shown in
FIG. 10B.

Additionally, although it is generally preferred that the
safety clamp and securing clamp be on opposite sides of the
lumen (this prevents inadvertent opening of the device by a
patient), the safety clamp and securing clamp can be dis-
posed on the same side of the lumen. This can be accom-
plished in many ways, as will be appreciated by the artisan.
Two examples are shown in FIGS. 11 and 12. In FIG. 11, one
of the upper and lower members includes step-like detents
216 and the other member includes a resilient member 218
having a protrusion 220 shaped to engage detents 216.
Deflection of the resilient member 218, by depressing latch
member 222, allows the protrusion to be moved to and
engaged with a detent (e.g., 2164) in a position in which the
lumen is small enough to securely hold the tube (thus acting
as the securing clamp) or with another detent (e.g., 216b) in
a position in which the lumen is large enough to allow the
tube to move axially but small enough to retain the tube
radially (thus acting as the safety clamp). This embodiment
is also advantageous in that different tube outer diameters
can be accommodated by providing many detents, as shown,
and selecting an appropriate detent for the given tube
diameter to provide each of the securing and safety clamp
functions. In one of the many possible alternate
embodiments, shown in FIG. 12, one of the upper and lower
members includes a plurality of teeth 224, positioned in two
spaced sets, and the other member includes a plurality of
notches 226 on the other member dimensioned and arranged
to engage one set of teeth. By moving the toothed member
from a position in which one set is engaged to a position in
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which the other set is engaged, the size of the lumen can be
varied to provide the safety clamp and securing clamp
functions.

What is claimed is:

1. An endotracheal tube holder for retaining an endotra-
cheal tube in a patient’s mouth comprising:

a pair of opposed members constructed to define a lumen

when positioned adjacent each other; and

alatching device constructed to allow the relative position
of the opposed members to be adjusted between a first
position in which said lumen is sufficiently small to
securely hold the endotracheal tube, and a second
position in which the lumen is sufficiently large to
allow the endotracheal tube to move axially yet suffi-
ciently small to resist radial displacement of the endot-
racheal tube.

2. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 1 wherein said
pair of opposed members is hinged to allow the members to
pivot with respect to each other.

3. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 2 further com-
prising a deflection spring on which one of said arcuate
portions is mounted.

4. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 3 wherein said
deflection spring is formed of a polymeric material having a
Young’s Modulus of from about 1x107° to 1x107° psi.

5. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 3 wherein said
deflection spring comprises a pair of curved elongate mem-
bers.

6. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 5 wherein the
radius of curvature of said curved members is from about 0.5
to 2.0 inches.

7. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 5 wherein said
elongate members are from 0.5 to 2.5 inches in length.

8. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 1 wherein said
members include opposed arcuate portions to define said
lumen.

9. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 1 further com-
prising a bite block extending from said lumen, constructed
to be placed in the mouth of a patient.

10. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 1 wherein said
bite block is covered with a soft material having a durometer
hardness of less than about 80.

11. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 1 wherein said
latch device comprises a securing clamp constructed to
maintain the opposed members in said first position and a
safety clamp constructed to maintain the opposed members
in said second position.

12. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 1 wherein said
latch device comprises a plurality of detents associated with
one of the opposed members and a detent-engaging structure
associated with the other member.

13. An endotracheal tube holder of claim 1 wherein said
wings are arranged and dimensioned so that a major portion
of each wing is removed from a horizontal plane defined by
the longitudinal axis of said lumen and a substantially
horizontal line taken radially across said lumen.

14. An endotracheal tube holder comprising:

a first member that includes a first pair of wing members,

a first portion disposed between the first pair of wing
members,

a second member, positioned in opposed, spaced relation
relative to the first member, that includes a second pair
of wing members,

a second portion disposed between the second pair of
wing members,

the first and second pairs of wing members being dimen-
sioned and arranged so that when the endotracheal tube
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holder is in a closed position a region of each wing of
the first member is adjacent to a region of a corre-
sponding opposed wing of the second member, and the
first and second portions being arranged and dimen-
sioned so that when the first and second members are
so positioned the first and second portions define a
lumen dimensioned to receive the endotracheal tube;

a hinge constructed to allow the first member to pivot with

respect to the second member; and

a latching device comprising

a safety clamp disposed in a region of the opposed
wings and including a portion which provides inter-
ference engagement between the wings to limit the
extent to which the first member and second member
can pivot about the hinge to a predetermined maxi-
mum angle that is sufficiently large to allow the
position of the endotracheal tube in the housing to be
adjusted axially, and sufficiently small so that the
tube cannot be radially displaced from the endotra-
cheal tube holder when the safety clamp is engaged;
and

a securing clamp disposed in a region of the opposed
wings and constructed to be movable between a first
position, in which the first and second members are
allowed to pivot to the extent allowed by the safety
clamp, to allow for axial adjustment of the endotra-
cheal tube within the lumen and a second position, in
which the first portion and the second portion are
sufficiently close to each other to engage the tube and
limit axial movement of the tube relative to the
endotracheal tube holder.

15. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 14, further
comprising a bite block extending axially from the lumen.

16. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 14 wherein the
safety and securing clamps comprise a plurality of detents
positioned on one of said opposed members and a detent-
engaging structure on the opposite opposed member, the
detents being positioned for selective engagement of a
detent by the detent-engaging structure.

17. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 14 wherein said
first portion and said second portion are semi cylindrical,
and together define a substantially cylindrical lumen.

18. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 14 wherein said
first portion and said second portion are semi-oval in cross-
section, and together define a lumen which is substantially
oval in cross-section.

19. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 14 wherein said
first portion and said second portion are V-shaped in cross-
section.

20. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 19 wherein the
bite block has a square cross-section.

21. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 19 wherein a
soft material, having a durometer rating of 80 or less, covers
the bite block.

22. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 14 wherein said
first member and said second member are separate, and said
hinge comprises a fastener joining said first member and
said second member, positioned so that said first and second
members can pivot about said hinge.

23. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 14 wherein said
first member, second member, and hinge comprise a single
unitary part.

24. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 14 wherein said
safety clamp comprises a resilient member extending from
one of said first and second members towards the opposed
member and through an aperture in the opposed member,
said resilient member comprising a latch member adapted to
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engage said upper portion, and a release member which,
when deflected, disengages said latch member from said
upper portion.

25. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 14 wherein said
safety clamp and said securing clamp are on the same side
of the lumen defined by the first and second portions.

26. The endotracheal tube holder of claim 25 wherein said
safety clamp and said securing clamp are provided by a pair
of spaced detents on a single resilient member extending
from one of said first and second members, said detents
being shaped and positioned to engage a receiving portion of
the other of said first and second members.

27. A method of inserting and retaining an endotracheal
tube in the tracheal lumen of a patient comprising:

(a) inserting the endotracheal tube through the patient’s
mouth into the tracheal lumen;

(b) providing an endotracheal tube holder comprising a
pair of opposed members constructed to define a lumen
when positioned adjacent each other; and a latching
device constructed to allow the relative position of the
opposed members to be adjusted between a first posi-
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tion in which said lumen is sufficiently small to
securely hold the endotracheal tube, and a second
position in which the lumen is sufficiently large to
allow the endotracheal tube to move axially yet suffi-
ciently small to resist radial displacement of the endot-
racheal tube;

(¢) placing the latching device in its second position;

(d) introducing the endotracheal tube into the lumen
defined by the endotracheal tube holder;

(e) adjusting the position of the endotracheal tube holder
axially along the length of the endotracheal tube until
the endotracheal tube holder is in a desired position;
and

(f) placing the latching device in its first position, thereby
securing the endotracheal tube holder firmly in position
on the endotracheal tube.

28. The method of claim 27 further comprising the step of

securing the endotracheal tube holder to the patient’s head

rior to step (e).
o P p (¢)



