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So much happens in our daily lives that we often get too distracted
to think about how Mother Nature might attack our hometowns. Just
like any region is likely to have its specific natural threats, hurricane
season tends to bring Florida some trouble each year. With the social
climate of the world as heavy as it is today, we urge you to also boost
your awareness of natural causes. In doing so, you can potentially
save yourself a massive headache later. When it comes to hurricane
season, it’s important to remember two things: our state is already
prone to suffer from this type of weather and you have ways to
be proactive and protect your home right now.

Steps to Protecting Your Assets During a
Hurricane
The Atlantic hurricane season
runs the course of six months,
going from June to November.
The storms are categorized on a
scale of 1-5 with a Category 5
hurricane including winds of over
155 miles per hour. Because the
impact of the storms can vary
over time, it’s best to create a
plan today so that you know
exactly what you will do in the
event of an emergency before it
happens.

To prepare, the Florida Disaster
initiative suggests using the
following four questions to model
your family’s emergency plan:
How will I receive emergency
alerts and warnings?
What is my shelter plan?
What is my evacuation route?
What is my family/household
communication plan?
For business owners, it is
suggested that you consider
obtaining any or all of the
following toolkits to keep your
business and staff safe from
harm:
Business Emergency
Preparedness Social Media
Toolkit
Earthquake “QuakeSmart”
Toolkit
Hurricane Toolkit
Inland Flooding Toolkit
Power Outage Toolkit
Severe Wind/Tornado Toolkit

Hurricane Safety Checklist
According to the American Red Cross, preparation is the best
protection against the dangers of a hurricane. Some recommended
supplies include the following:
Water—at least a 3-day supply; one gallon per person per day
Food—at least a 3-day supply of non-perishable, easy to prepare
food
Flashlight
Battery-powered or hand-crank radio
Extra batteries
First aid kit
Medications—at least a 7-day supply
Sanitation and personal hygiene items
Copies of personal documents (pertinent medical information,
proof of address, passports, insurance policies, etc.)
Cell phone with chargers
Emergency contact information
Extra cash
Extra keys

10 Ways to Make Sure You Have the Right
Insurance Coverage
1. Get Familiar with Your Policy. You should read and understand every
portion of your policy to protect yourself against those who wish to
manipulate you.
2. Document the Condition of Your Property. Use a camera to take
photographs of all your property, to include your home and your
vehicles. Be sure to include serial numbers in your photographs, if
they are available.
3. Prepare for the Bad Weather. Take the necessary precautions to
anticipate whatever weather is typical for your region. Taking
initiative will pay off later.
4. Contact Your Insurance Provider. Contact your insurance provider
before you move anything around.
5. Take Notes and Photos of all Damage. Document as much of the
damage as you can.
6. Keep Everything, Even if It Seems Damaged. Wait until after an
adjuster investigates the damage to determine whether or not
something cannot be saved.
7. Insist on a Thorough Investigation. If you notice an adjuster is
cutting corners on his or her job, call them out on it.
8. Don’t Do the Adjuster’s Job. As the adjuster is doing his or her job, do
not tell this person what you think is wrong with the damage. Let
them come to that conclusion on their own.
9. Dispute the First Estimate, If Needed. You do not have to accept the
first estimate. You are your number one advocate.
10. Have a Team on Your Side. There is no penalty for having an attorney
ready or hiring your own inspector for any damage you have.

Filing Hurricane Claims Correctly
On a larger scale, Florida lawmakers are on the move to improve the
hurricane claims process. However, until those laws are in full effect,
it is up to you to protect yourself during these moments of
emergency. If you believe your insurance company is purposely
avoiding your open claim due to hurricane damage, contact us today
at Keller, Melchiorre, and Walsh. You need a trusted lawyer to gather
inventory of your damage, document expenses, and negotiate with
the insurance company on your behalf. Our experienced team is
ready to fight for you and get you back on the road to hurricane
recovery.
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