
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
COUNTY OF SANTA FE 

 
 
        Cause No. __________________ 
 
John Doe,  
      
  Plaintiff,    
      

v.         
 

Office of the New Mexico Attorney General, 
Patricia Salazar, in her official capacity, 
    
  Defendants.    

 
COMPLAINT FOR PRODUCTION OF PUBLIC RECORDS, 

FOR MANDAMUS, DAMAGES, AND  
DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

 
 

Plaintiff John Doe brings these causes of action to enforce the New Mexico Inspection 

of Public Records Act, NMSA 1978, §§ 14-2-1 to -12 (“IPRA”).  

INTRODUCTION 
 

I. Origins of this Suit  

This case arises from a Plaintiff who was the victim of heinous childhood sexual abuse at 

the hands of a known pedophilic priest, a priest who admitted he could not and would not stop 

sexually assaulting children, a priest specifically directed by Church authorities to New Mexico, 

where he was accepted with open arms and served at a parish in Alamogordo. Unfortunately, it is 

a story that was all too common in our State, in particular at that specific Alamogordo parish, 

where a credibly accused priest procured the services of potentially hundreds of other pedophilic 

priests from the Servants of the Paraclete to “assist” the people of Alamogordo. That parish is 

within the jurisdiction of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces.  
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The terror inflicted on Catholic youth, like Plaintiff, by the Church nationwide, and even 

globally, has been known for years. However, only recently has the true depth of the sickening 

conduct come into stronger focus. New Mexico’s Attorney General claimed to be on a mission to 

provide even further focus and sunlight on the problem specific to New Mexico. This suit questions 

the genuineness of those claims. 

II. False Promises of Transparency and Openness from the Attorney General Reopen 
Survivors’ Wounds 

 
In the summer of 2018, the epidemic of childhood sexual abuse in the priesthood gained 

renewed attention when the Office of the Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

released a lengthy report detailing decades of abuse of children by priests in Pennsylvania, 

including connections to New Mexico. Immense public interest followed and media attention was 

showered upon the Pennsylvania grand jury and Attorney General, rightfully so. 

In that context, on September 4, 2018, the New Mexico Attorney General asserted itself 

into the spotlight when it declared to media that Attorney General Balderas demanded investigative 

materials from all three dioceses operating in New Mexico and sought full disclosure and 

transparency. In doing so, the Attorney General proclaimed the Catholic Church in New Mexico 

needed to fully reconcile and support survivors by revealing the magnitude of sexual abuse and 

subsequent cover-up by church leaders lest faith and trust in the community never be repaired. 

According to media reports that followed, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces indeed 

voluntarily produced records to the Attorney General, those records were deemed public records 

once turned over, and there were no confidentiality agreements between the Diocese and the 

Attorney General.  

After a lifetime of suffering, Plaintiff launched a quest for answers as to how the abuse he 

and countless other children in Southern New Mexico endured was allowed to happen. This led 
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him to the Attorney General’s Office, where records with those answers were available and 

purportedly public. Having taken the Attorney General at his word concerning a commitment to 

transparency and healing, Plaintiff, through counsel, sent the Attorney General’s Office an 

Inspection of Public Records Act request seeking access to those very records. For months, the 

Attorney General delayed with letter after letter claiming it required additional time to review, 

search and determine if it possessed records responsive to the request – although media reports 

had long since verified it did – and would allow for inspection of the public records at a later date. 

Seven such letters later, the Attorney General finally explained that it held 26,808 pages of records 

responsive to the request, records documenting and outlining the epidemic of priest sexual abuse 

of New Mexico’s children within the Diocese of Las Cruces. Amazingly, in direct contrast to public 

declarations of transparency and support for survivors, the Attorney General refused to produce a 

single page of those records.  

Through two additional Inspection of Public Records requests, Plaintiff sought to 

understand why the Attorney General’s Office had abandoned its commitment to transparency and 

healing for survivors of priest childhood sexual abuse in southern New Mexico. Those requests, 

sent February 9, 2021, and February 11, 2021, sought communications between the Attorney 

General’s Office and the Diocese of Las Cruces concerning the records and communications 

related to an alleged confidentiality order provided by the Attorney General which was clearly 

inapplicable. The Attorney General has not provided a single record in response to those requests 

either.  

 Plaintiff remains on a quest for justice and for answers. While the Attorney General may 

not provide justice, it has the answers in its possession and has unjustly and unlawfully refused to 

provide them. Plaintiff brings this action pursuant to the Inspection of Public Records Act to: (1) 
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compel production of public records responsive to his requests maintained or controlled by the 

NMAG; and (2) injunctive relief and damages arising from the willful failure and refusal to 

produce such public records contrary to state law.  

I .  PARTIES, JURISDICTION, AND VENUE 
 

1. Plaintiff John Doe is a resident of Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, New Mexico. 

He is a survivor of childhood sexual abuse at the hands of priest David Holley. Father Holley was 

banished to New Mexico from the Boston area when he proved unable to stop himself from 

sexually assaulting young boys on the East Coast to the point not even the notorious dioceses 

around Boston would take him. After Holley was sent to the Servants of the Paraclete in northern 

New Mexico, he was welcomed into Alamogordo, New Mexico, for several years where he left 

yet another trail of survivors, including Plaintiff.1 

2. Defendant NMAG is a department of the State of New Mexico and is a “public 

body” as defined by IPRA. 

3. Defendant Patricia Salazar was employed by the NMAG and acted as records 

custodian at all times relevant to this Complaint. She was the primary contact concerning the IPRA 

requests, and upon information and belief, was responsible for maintenance, care or keeping of the 

NMAG’s records, regardless of whether the records were in her actual physical custody and 

control. She is sued in her official capacity as the NMAG records custodian. 

4. This Court has jurisdiction over this case pursuant to NMSA 1978, § 14-2-12 and 

NMSA 1978, §§ 44-2-1 to -14.  

 

1 Plaintiff filed a lawsuit concerning this abuse, Doe v. Servants of the Paraclete, et al., Second 
Judicial District Court Case No. D-202-CV-2020-02404. Given the nature of the abuse, the Court 
entered an order authorizing Plaintiff to proceed under the pseudonym “John Doe.” To maintain 
the protection of his identity as a victim of sexual abuse, he files under pseudonym in this matter 
as well. 
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5. Venue lies in the District Court for Santa Fe County pursuant to NMSA 1978, § 38-

3-1(G). 

6. There is an actual controversy between the parties about the Defendants’ duties 

under the Inspection of Public Records Act (“IPRA”). As a result, an action for declaratory relief 

is authorized under NMSA 1978, § 44-6-2 and § 44-6-4. 

II. FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 
 

7. IPRA creates a foundation for an open, functioning democracy. It is the  

public policy of this state, that all persons are entitled to the greatest possible 
information regarding the affairs of government and the official acts of public 
officers and employees. It is further the intent of the legislature, and it is declared 
to be the public policy of this state, that to provide persons with such information 
is an essential function of a representative government and an integral part of the 
routine duties of public officers and employees. 

 
NMSA 1978, § 14-2-5. 

8. IPRA broadly defines the records which the public may access: “all documents . . . 

that are used, created, received, maintained or held by or on behalf of any public body and relate 

to public business, whether or not the records are required by law to be created or maintained.” 

NMSA 1978, § 14-2-6(G). 

9. IPRA also broadly defines the organizations to which it applies to include “all 

advisory boards, commissions, committees, agencies or entities created by the constitution or any 

branch of government that receives any public funding, including political subdivisions, special 

taxing districts, school districts and institutions of higher education.” NMSA 1978, § 14-2-6(F). 

Background on the Public Records Sought 

10.  After a national media storm surrounding priest sexual abuse was re-ignited by the 

Pennsylvania Attorney General and its grand jury report on abuse in that state, on September 4, 

2018, the New Mexico Office of the Attorney General (“NMAG”) sent a letter to the Roman 
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Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces (“Diocese”) requesting specific records related to allegations of 

child sexual abuse within the Diocese’s borders and demanding, once and for all, “full disclosure 

and full transparency”. 

 

… 

 

… 

 

11. On October 11, 2018, media reported that the Diocese produced documentation 

requested by the NMAG. It further reported that the NMAG determined the disclosures were 

insufficient, and quoted a Diocese representative stating the NMAG had informed the Diocese it 

would release all information provided by the Diocese to the public. 
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12. According to media reports on December 19, 2018, the vice chancellor in the 

Diocese said reams of documents had been reviewed and scanned and were ready to go to the 

Attorney General’s Office, but Catholic Church officials were waiting for a confidentiality 

agreement to protect certain information. 

13. According to further media reports on February 11, 2019, the Diocese voluntarily 

shared thousands of pages of files with the NMAG, consisting of files related to priests who the 

Diocese determined faced credible allegations of sexually abusing children. In said reports, the 

Diocese expressed that documents provided were redacted specifically because the Attorney 

General had stated that such files could be made public. Although the Diocese had sought a 

confidentiality agreement, said media reports indicated no such agreement was reached. 

14. In addition to violating the spirit of the Attorney General’s promise of transparency 

and survivor support, Plaintiff notes that any such confidentiality agreement would be 

unenforceable under IPRA. 

Plaintiff’s First IPRA Request 

15. On August 6, 2020, on behalf of Plaintiff, undersigned counsel sent an IPRA 

request to the New Mexico Attorney General for any and all records received from the Diocese of 

Las Cruces, including but not limited to documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing 

children, personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children, and claimant files (the 

“First IPRA Request”). That request is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

16. On August 11, 2020, the NMAG sent a letter acknowledging the First IPRA 

Request and indicating that it needed additional time to respond in order to complete a thorough 

search and to determine if the NMAG possessed records responsive to the request, but that the 

NMAG would make any responsive records available or otherwise respond to the First IPRA 
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Request on or before August 21, 2020. (See AGO Responses attached collectively hereto as 

Exhibit 2). 

17. On August 21, 2020, the NMAG responded that it anticipated continuing its review, 

search, and determination as to whether it possessed responsive records and would allow 

inspection of such records on or before September 2, 2020. (Ex. 2). 

18. On September 2, 2020, the NMAG responded that it anticipated continuing its 

review, search, and determination as to whether it possessed responsive records, and would allow 

inspection of public records on or before September 17, 2020. (Ex. 2). 

19. On September 17, 2020, the NMAG responded that it anticipated continuing its 

review, search, and determination as to whether it possessed responsive records, and would allow 

for inspection of public records on or before October 2, 2020. (Ex. 2). 

20. On October 2, 2020, the NMAG responded that it anticipated continuing its review, 

search, and determination as to whether it possessed responsive records, and would allow for 

inspection of public records on or before October 16, 2020. (Ex. 2). 

21. On October 16, 2020, the NMAG responded that it anticipated continuing its 

review, search, and determination as to whether it possessed responsive records, and would allow 

for inspection of public records on or before October 30, 2020. (Ex. 2). 

22. On October 30, 2020, the NMAG responded that it anticipated continuing its 

review, search, and determination as to whether it possessed responsive records, and would allow 

for inspection of public records on or before November 30, 2020. (Ex. 2). 

23. On October 31, 2020, undersigned counsel sent an email to the NMAG pointing 

out that the NMAG had sent 6 letters at that point but had produced no records and inquiring when 

records would be produced. That email is attached as Exhibit 3. 
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24. The NMAG responded on November 9, 2020 stating it was “hoping to have 

something at the next response.” That response is attached as Exhibit 4. 

25. On November 30, 2020, the NMAG responded it anticipated continuing its review, 

search, and determination as to whether it possessed responsive records, and would allow for 

inspection of public records on or before December 31, 2020. The letter is attached as Exhibit 5. 

26. Finally, on December 31, 2020, the NMAG sent a letter indicating it has 26,808 

records responsive to the request but was withholding all records due to an “AMENDED 

CONFIDENTIALITY AND PROTECTIVE ORDER REGARDING DISCLOSURE OF TRUE 

IDENTITY OF VICTIMS OF CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE” (“Order”). The Order the NMAG 

relied upon was attached. This was the first mention of any claimed confidentiality order or attempt 

to exempt records from IPRA disclosure laws and it came months after Plaintiff’s request. That 

letter and Order is attached as Exhibit 6. 

27. The Order was entered in several lawsuits among private parties. Plaintiff was not 

one of those parties. The Diocese of Las Cruces was not one of those parties. None of the parishes 

of the Diocese of Las Cruces were one of those parties. The New Mexico Attorney General was 

not one of those parties.  

28. The Order had been amended and applied to combined lawsuits brought by various 

sexual abuse plaintiffs against the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and different parishes within the 

Archdiocese of Santa Fe.  

29. There is no language in the Order suggesting it applies to the Diocese of Las Cruces, 

the NMAG, or Plaintiff. 

30. There is no language in the Order suggesting it applies to any records held by the 

Diocese. 
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31. There is no language in the Order suggesting it applies to any records held by the 

NMAG. 

32. There is no language in the Order suggesting it applies to any of the records 

responsive to John Doe’s IPRA request, much less to all 26,808 of those records.   

33. Confused by the NMAG backtracking on promises of transparency and support for 

survivors and reliance on a clearly inapplicable confidentiality order, undersigned counsel sent a 

letter on January 13, 2021 identifying the deficiencies noted above and requesting an explanation 

and a date when records would be produced. That letter is attached as Exhibit 7. 

34. The NMAG did not respond to the January 13, 2021 letter. 

Plaintiff’s Second IPRA Request 

35. On February 9, 2021, still trying to understand why the records were being 

withheld, Plaintiff, through undersigned counsel, submitted a second IPRA request. This second 

request sought all communications between the NMAG and the Diocese of Las Cruces concerning 

all requests for production and/or inspection of records of the Diocese and responses to same (the 

“Second IPRA Request”). The Second IPRA Request is attached as Exhibit 8. 

36. On February 12, 2021, the NMAG responded to the Second IPRA Request, 

acknowledging the request and stating that it required additional time to complete a thorough 

search and determine if it possessed records responsive to the request, but that it would make 

records available or otherwise respond to the request by February 24, 2021. (See AGO Responses 

attached collectively hereto as Exhibit 9). 

37. On February 24, 2021, the NMAG sent a letter stating that it would require 

additional time to continue reviewing, searching, and determining if it possessed records 
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responsive to the Second IPRA request, and that it now anticipated being able to complete more 

of the work and allow for inspection of the public records on or before March 11, 2021. (Ex. 9). 

38. On March 11, 2021, the NMAG again sent a letter stating that it would require 

additional time to continue reviewing, searching, and determining if it possessed records 

responsive to the Second IPRA request, and that it now anticipated being able to complete more 

of the work and allow for inspection of the public records on or before March 26, 2021. (Ex. 9). 

39. On March 26, 2021, the NMAG again sent a letter stating that it would require 

additional time to continue reviewing, searching, and determining if it possessed records 

responsive to the Second IPRA request, and that it now anticipated being able to complete more 

of the work and allow for inspection of the public records on or before April 9, 2021. (Ex. 9). 

Plaintiff’s Third IPRA Request 

40. Seeking further answers and clarification as to why the Attorney General was 

choosing secrecy rather than the promised transparency and support to survivors, on February 11, 

2021, Plaintiff, through undersigned counsel, requested all communications related to, and all 

memoranda, notes, opinions or other records concerning the Order and it’s application to records 

in the possession of the NMAG (“the Third IPRA request”). Plaintiff’s Third IPRA Request is 

attached as Exhibit 10. 

41. On February 16, 2021, the NMAG responded to the Third IPRA Request, 

acknowledging the request and stating that it required additional time to complete a thorough 

search and determine if it possessed records responsive to the request, but that it would make 

records available or otherwise respond to the request by February 26, 2021. (See AGO Responses 

attached collectively hereto as Exhibit 11). 
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42. On February 26, 2021, rather than produce records, the NMAG again sent a letter 

stating it would require additional time to continue reviewing, searching and determining if it 

possessed records responsive to the request and that it now anticipates being able to complete more 

of the work and allow for inspection of the public records on or before March 12, 2021. (Ex. 11). 

43. It does not appear the NMAG sent any correspondence on March 12, 2021 

concerning the Third IPRA Request. 

44. On March 26, 2021, the NMAG sent a letter stating that it would require additional 

time to continue reviewing, searching, and determining if it possessed records responsive to the 

Third IPRA request, and that it now anticipated being able to complete more of the work and allow 

for inspection of the public records on or before April 9, 2021. (Ex. 11). 

45. In direct contradiction to the Attorney General’s own declaration that “it is time to 

demand full disclosure and full transparency,” and his promises to “focus[ his] efforts on assisting 

the victims of clergy sexual abuse,” to date, Defendants have not allowed inspection of a single 

record responsive to any of the three IPRA requests. 

COUNT ONE: 
VIOLATIONS OF THE INSPECTION OF PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

(Against All Defendants) 
 

46. The Plaintiff incorporates by reference the above allegations.  

47.  Defendants have violated IPRA as they have failed to produce public records as 

required by IPRA and requested by the Plaintiff. 

48. If Defendants are relying on any exemption as a basis for withholding records, then 

they have failed, when withholding documents responsive to the records request, to issue a proper 

denial of the records request. 
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49. The Plaintiff has a right to recover damages, at up to $100 per day per violation of 

each denied document under Section 14-2-11(C) of the IPRA. 

50. The Plaintiff has a right to recover its costs and attorneys’ fees in pursuing this 

action under Section 14-2-12(D) of IPRA. 

COUNT TWO: 
DECLARATORY RELIEF 

(Against All Defendants) 
 

51. The Plaintiff incorporates by reference the above allegations.  

52.  There is an actual controversy between the Plaintiff and the Defendants as to 

whether the Defendants’ conduct, as alleged above, violates IPRA.  

53. The records sought are public records. As such, the NMAG had a clear legal duty 

to provide public records to Plaintiff unless otherwise provided by law. The NMAG cited only to 

one court order, that does not apply to the NMAG or the private entity from which it received 

records. There is no law authorizing the NMAG to withhold these public records from inspection. 

54. The law is also clear that Patricia Salazar, as the NMAG records custodian, is 

responsible for the NMAG’s public records. 

55. Despite the Defendants’ legal duties to provide public records to Plaintiff, 

Defendants have not complied with IPRA and have not produced any records or properly denied 

such records. 

56. Plaintiff is entitled to declaratory relief that Defendants have violated IPRA, and 

that Defendants must provide the requested records to Plaintiff. 

COUNT THREE: 
INJUNCTIVE RELIEF AND MANDAMUS 

(Against All Defendants) 
 

57. The Plaintiff incorporates by reference the above allegations.  
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58. Under NMSA 1978, § 14-2-12(B) (2010), Plaintiff is entitled to a writ of mandamus 

or injunction ordering the Defendants comply with their mandatory, non-discretionary duties to 

produce all relevant public records responsive to Plaintiff’s request. 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff prays that: 
 

1. the Court declare that the Defendants have violated IPRA in responding to 

Plaintiff’s records requests;  

2. the Court issue a writ of mandamus or injunction ordering the Defendants to 

produce the records and information requested without further delay, and to 

produce all similar such documents in the future; and  

3. the Court enter an order for such other and further relief as the Court deems just 

and proper, including, but not limited to, damages, costs, and reasonable attorneys’ 

fees. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
ROTHSTEIN DONATELLI LLP 
 
/s/Caroline Manierre   
Caroline “KC” Manierre 
P.O. Box 8180 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 
Tel: (505) 988-8004 
cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com 
 
and 
 
Paul M. Linnenburger 
Carolyn M. “Cammie” Nichols 
500 4th Street NW, Ste. 400 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 871002 
plinnenburger@rothsteinlaw.com 
cmnichols@rothsteinlaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 



From: Esther Lopez
To: IPRArequestrecords@nmag.gov
Cc: Caroline Manierre; Paul Linnenburger; Esther Lopez; Cammie M. Nichols
Subject: Public Records Request - IPRA
Date: Thursday, August 6, 2020 2:19:58 PM

Dear  Records Custodian

New Mexico Attorney General

This records request is submitted pursuant to the New Mexico Inspection of Public

Records Act (NMSA 1978, S 14-2-1, et. seq.).  We respectfully request copies of the

following records, including any electronically stored records, in the custody or

control of the New Mexico Attorney General’s office:

Any and all records received from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces

including but not limited to:

1. Any and all documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing

children;

2. Any and all personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children; and

3. Any and all claimant files;

Please provide the responsive documents in electronic form, if possible, at your

earliest convenience.  Pursuant to the Inspection of Public Records Act, we agree to

pay a reasonable fee for any copying of the public records. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

E 

M. Esther Lopez
Senior Paralegal

505.243.1443 t 
505.242.7845 f
RothsteinLaw.com

Albuquerque, New Mexico
500 4th Street NW, Suite 400
87102

website | map | email

This communication and any attachments may be ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL and are intended for use only
by the individual or entity named above as the intended recipient. If you have received this communication in error, please
immediately notify the sender and delete this e-mail and any attachments. Thank you.

EXHIBIT 1

mailto:melopez@rothsteinlaw.com
mailto:IPRArequestrecords@nmag.gov
mailto:cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com
mailto:plinnenburger@rothsteinlaw.com
mailto:melopez@rothsteinlaw.com
mailto:cmnichols@rothsteinlaw.com
http://rothsteinlaw.com/
http://www.rothsteinlaw.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Rothstein+Donatelli+Hughes,+Albuquerque&sll=35.684507,-105.93833&sspn=0.009987,0.022724&ie=UTF8&hq=Rothstein+Donatelli+Hughes,&hnear=Albuquerque,+NM&ll=35.091154,-106.650338&spn=0.020999,0.045447&z=15&iwloc=A
mailto:melopez@rothsteinlaw.com


STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

HECTOR H. BALDERAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1508 - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1508 

STREET ADDRESS:  408 GALISTEO STREET - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

August 11, 2020 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

M. Esther Lopez

Senior Paralegal

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

On August 6, 2020, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of Public 

Records Act, NMSA 1978; Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1993, and as amended). In the correspondence 

you have requested to inspect the following records: 

Any and all records received from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces including but not 

limited to: 

1. Any and all documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing children;

2. Any and all personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children; and

3. Any and all claimant files;

We require additional time to complete a thorough search and determine if we possess records that 

are responsive to your request. We will make any responsive records available for inspection or 

otherwise respond to your request on or before August 21, 2020. If you have any questions or 

concerns please contact the Office. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia M. Salazar  

Open Government Division 

Cc:  Caroline Manierre, cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com 

        Paul Linnenburger, plinnenburger@rothsteinlaw.com 

      Cammie M. Nichols cmnichols@rothsteinlaw.com  

EXHIBIT 2

http://www.nmag.gov/
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HECTOR H. BALDERAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 

TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1508 - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1508 

STREET ADDRESS:  408 GALISTEO STREET - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

August 21, 2020 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

Senior Paralegal 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On August 6, 2020, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of Public 

Records Act, NMSA 1978; Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1993, and as amended). In the correspondence 

you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

Any and all records received from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces including but not 

limited to: 

1.    Any and all documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing children; 

2.    Any and all personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children; and 

3.    Any and all claimant files; 

 

Although we anticipated having records available today, we will require additional time to continue 

reviewing, searching and determining if we possess records that are responsive to your request. See 

§ 14-2-10.  We now anticipate being able to complete this work and allow for inspection of the 

public records on or before September 2, 2020.  If you have any questions or concerns please 

contact the Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar  

Open Government Division 

 

Cc:  Caroline Manierre, cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Paul Linnenburger, plinnenburger@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Cammie M. Nichols cmnichols@rothsteinlaw.com  

EXHIBIT 2
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

  

  
 
 

HECTOR H. BALDERAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 

TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1508 - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1508 

STREET ADDRESS:  408 GALISTEO STREET - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

September 2, 2020 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

Senior Paralegal 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On August 6, 2020, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of Public 

Records Act, NMSA 1978; Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1993, and as amended). In the correspondence 

you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

Any and all records received from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces including but not 

limited to: 

1.    Any and all documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing children; 

2.    Any and all personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children; and 

3.    Any and all claimant files; 

 

Although we anticipated having records available today, we will require additional time to continue 

reviewing, searching and determining if we possess records that are responsive to your request. See 

§ 14-2-10.  We now anticipate being able to complete this work and allow for inspection of the 

public records on or before September 17, 2020.  If you have any questions or concerns please 

contact the Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar  

Open Government Division 

 

Cc:  Caroline Manierre, cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Paul Linnenburger, plinnenburger@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Cammie M. Nichols cmnichols@rothsteinlaw.com  
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September 17, 2020 

 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

Senior Paralegal 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On August 6, 2020, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of 

Public Records Act, NMSA 1978; Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1993, and as amended). In the 

correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

Any and all records received from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces including 

but not limited to: 

 

1. Any and all documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing children; 

 

2.  Any and all personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children; and 

 

3. Any and all claimant files; 

 

Although we anticipated having records available today, we will require additional time to 

continue reviewing, searching and determining if we possess records that are responsive to 

your request. See § 14-2-10.  Unfortunately, due to the current pandemic, documents are 

not available for in person review. We can only produce the records in electronic format.   

Electronic records are the only records available at this time, physical paper records are 

housed at the Office of the Attorney’s building and all employees are telecommuting and 

do not have access to files.  We will send you an update on the status as we now anticipate 
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being able to complete this work and allow for inspection of the public records on or before 

October 2, 2020.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact the Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar  

Open Government Division 

 

Cc:  Caroline Manierre, cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Paul Linnenburger, plinnenburger@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Cammie M. Nichols cmnichols@rothsteinlaw.com  
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

  

  
 
 

HECTOR H. BALDERAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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October 2, 2020 

 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

Senior Paralegal 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On August 6, 2020, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of 

Public Records Act, NMSA 1978; Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1993, and as amended). In the 

correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

Any and all records received from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces including 

but not limited to: 

 

1. Any and all documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing children; 

 

2.  Any and all personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children; and 

 

3. Any and all claimant files; 

 

Although we anticipated having records available today, we will require additional time to 

continue reviewing, searching and determining if we possess records that are responsive to 

your request. See § 14-2-10.  Unfortunately, due to the current pandemic, documents are 

not available for in person review. We can only produce the records in electronic format.   

Electronic records are the only records available at this time, physical paper records are 

housed at the Office of the Attorney’s building and all employees are telecommuting and 

do not have access to files.  We will send you an update on the status as we now anticipate 
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being able to complete this work and allow for inspection of the public records on or before 

October 16, 2020.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact the Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar  

Open Government Division 

 

Cc:  Caroline Manierre, cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Paul Linnenburger, plinnenburger@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Cammie M. Nichols cmnichols@rothsteinlaw.com  
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

  

  
 
 

HECTOR H. BALDERAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 

TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1508 - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1508 

STREET ADDRESS:  408 GALISTEO STREET - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

October 16, 2020 

 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

Senior Paralegal 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On August 6, 2020, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of 

Public Records Act, NMSA 1978; Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1993, and as amended). In the 

correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

Any and all records received from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces including 

but not limited to: 

 

1. Any and all documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing children; 

 

2.  Any and all personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children; and 

 

3. Any and all claimant files; 

 

Although we anticipated having records available today, we will require additional time to 

continue reviewing, searching and determining if we possess records that are responsive to 

your request. See § 14-2-10.  Unfortunately, due to the current pandemic, documents are 

not available for in person review. We can only produce the records in electronic format.   

Electronic records are the only records available at this time, physical paper records are 

housed at the Office of the Attorney’s building and all employees are telecommuting and 

do not have access to files.  We will send you an update on the status as we now anticipate 
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being able to complete this work and allow for inspection of the public records on or before 

October 30, 2020.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact the Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar  

Open Government Division 

 

Cc:  Caroline Manierre, cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Paul Linnenburger, plinnenburger@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Cammie M. Nichols cmnichols@rothsteinlaw.com  
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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October 30, 2020 

 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

Senior Paralegal 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On August 6, 2020, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of 

Public Records Act, NMSA 1978; Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1993, and as amended). In the 

correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

Any and all records received from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces including 

but not limited to: 

 

1. Any and all documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing children; 

 

2.  Any and all personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children; and 

 

3. Any and all claimant files; 

 

Although we anticipated having records available today, we will require additional time to 

continue reviewing, searching and determining if we possess records that are responsive to 

your request. See § 14-2-10.  Unfortunately, due to the current pandemic, documents are 

not available for in person review. We can only produce the records in electronic format.   

Electronic records are the only records available at this time, physical paper records are 

housed at the Office of the Attorney’s building and all employees are telecommuting and 

do not have access to files.  We will send you an update on the status as we now anticipate 
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being able to complete this work and allow for inspection of the public records on or before 

November 30, 2020.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact the Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar  

Open Government Division 

 

Cc:  Caroline Manierre, cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Paul Linnenburger, plinnenburger@rothsteinlaw.com  

        Cammie M. Nichols cmnichols@rothsteinlaw.com  
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From: Caroline Manierre
To: Salazar, Patricia
Cc: Esther Lopez; Paul Linnenburger; Cammie M. Nichols
Subject: Re: Your Request for Public Records
Date: Saturday, October 31, 2020 10:20:38 AM

Thank you Ms. Salazar. 

This is the 6th letter you have sent explaining the OAG needs more time to respond and to
date we have received no responsive records. While we understand the situation with
coronavirus has complicated matters, we are wondering whether you can provide an estimate
as to when any records will be produced. 

Sincerely,

Caroline "KC" Manierre
Attorney at Law

Rothstein Donatelli LLP

On Oct 30, 2020, at 4:41 PM, Salazar, Patricia <PSalazar@nmag.gov> wrote:


Good Afternoon, 

Please see attached correspondence.  We apologize for any inconvenience.  We will continue
to respond to you on or before November 30, 2020.  Thank you and have a great and safe
weekend! 

Patricia M. Salazar
Office of the New Mexico Attorney General

P.O. Drawer 1508

Santa Fe, NM 87504

Office Number (505) 490-4863  Fax Number (505) 717-3600

Email: PSalazar@nmag.gov

“Sometimes the questions are complicated and the answers are simple.”  ― Dr.
Seuss

<2020 10 30 M. Esther Lopez - Burdensome Lettter.pdf>
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From: Salazar, Patricia
To: Caroline Manierre
Cc: Esther Lopez; Paul Linnenburger; Cammie M. Nichols
Subject: Re: Your Request for Public Records
Date: Monday, November 9, 2020 3:27:56 PM

My apologies for the delay, I am hoping to have something at the next response.  

Patricia M. Salazar
Office of the New Mexico Attorney General

P.O. Drawer 1508

Santa Fe, NM 87504

Office Number (505) 490-4863  Fax Number (505) 717-3600

Email: PSalazar@nmag.gov

“Sometimes the questions are complicated and the answers are simple.”  ― Dr. Seuss

On Sat, Oct 31, 2020 at 10:20 AM Caroline Manierre <cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com> wrote:
Thank you Ms. Salazar. 

This is the 6th letter you have sent explaining the OAG needs more time to respond and to
date we have received no responsive records. While we understand the situation with
coronavirus has complicated matters, we are wondering whether you can provide an
estimate as to when any records will be produced. 

Sincerely,

Caroline "KC" Manierre
Attorney at Law

Rothstein Donatelli LLP

On Oct 30, 2020, at 4:41 PM, Salazar, Patricia <PSalazar@nmag.gov> wrote:


Good Afternoon, 

Please see attached correspondence.  We apologize for any inconvenience.  We will
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continue to respond to you on or before November 30, 2020.  Thank you and have a great
and safe weekend! 

Patricia M. Salazar
Office of the New Mexico Attorney General

P.O. Drawer 1508

Santa Fe, NM 87504

Office Number (505) 490-4863  Fax Number (505) 717-3600

Email: PSalazar@nmag.gov

“Sometimes the questions are complicated and the answers are simple.”  ― Dr.
Seuss

<2020 10 30 M. Esther Lopez - Burdensome Lettter.pdf>
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November 30, 2020 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

M. Esther Lopez

Senior Paralegal

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

On August 6, 2020, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of 

Public Records Act, NMSA 1978; Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1993, and as amended). In the 

correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

Any and all records received from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces including 

but not limited to: 

1. Any and all documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing children;

2. Any and all personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children; and

3. Any and all claimant files;

Although we anticipated having some records available for your request today, we will 

require additional time to continue reviewing, searching and determining if we possess 

records that are possibly responsive to your request. See § 14-2-10.  Unfortunately, due to 

the current pandemic, documents are not available for in person review. We can only 

produce the records that are in electronic format.   Physical paper records are housed at the 

Office of the Attorney’s building and all employees are telecommuting for their safety and 

do not have access to files.  We will send you an update on the status, as we now anticipate 

being able to complete some this work and allow for inspection of the public records on or 
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before December 31, 2020.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact the 

Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar  

Open Government Division 
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December 31, 2020 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

M. Esther Lopez

Senior Paralegal

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

On August 6, 2020, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of Public 

Records Act, (“IPRA”), NMSA 1978, Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1947, as amended through 2019). In 

the correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

Any and all records received from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces including but not 
limited to: 

1. Any and all documents concerning priests accused of sexually abusing children;

2. Any and all personnel files of priests accused of sexually abusing children; and

3. Any and all claimant files;

We have located the 26,808 pages of records, responsive to your request, however please note that 

all have been withheld pursuant to the attached “AMENDED CONFIDENTIALITY AND 

PROTECTIVE ORDER REGARDING DISCLOSURE OF TRUE IDENTITY OF VICTIMS OF 

CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE.” We have now completed a search for the records you requested.  If 

you have any questions about your request, or this Office’s response, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia M. Salazar  

Open Government Division 

Person Responsible for denial:  Zachary Jones, Assistant Attorney General 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
  

  
 
 

HECTOR H. BALDERAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 

TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 
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February 12, 2021 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

Senior Paralegal 

ROTHSTEIN DONATELLI LLP 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records  

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On February 9, 2021, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of 

Public Records Act, (“IPRA”), NMSA 1978, Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1947, as amended 

through 2019). In the correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

1. Any and all communications, including emails, notes and other correspondence 

between the Office of the Attorney General and the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Las Cruces concerning all requests for production and/or inspection of records 

of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces and responses to same. 

 

We require additional time to complete a thorough search and determine if we possess 

records that are responsive to your request. We will make any responsive records available 

for inspection or otherwise respond to your request on or before February 24, 2021. If you 

have any questions or concerns please contact the Office. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar   

Open Government Division 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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February 24, 2021 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

M. Esther Lopez

Senior Paralegal

ROTHSTEIN DONATELLI LLP

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

On February 9, 2021, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of 

Public Records Act, (“IPRA”), NMSA 1978, Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1947, as amended 

through 2019). In the correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

1. Any and all communications, including emails, notes and other correspondence

between the Office of the Attorney General and the Roman Catholic Diocese of

Las Cruces concerning all requests for production and/or inspection of records

of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces and responses to same.

Although we anticipated having records available today, in the current pandemic and 

shutdown, we will require additional time to continue reviewing, searching and 

determining if we possess records that are responsive to your request. See § 14-2-10. We 

now anticipate being able to complete more of this work and allow for inspection of the 

public records on or before March 11, 2021.  If you have any questions or concerns please 

contact the Office.  

Sincerely, 

Patricia M. Salazar 
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March 11, 2021 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

ROTHSTEIN DONATELLI LLP 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records  

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On February 9, 2021, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of 

Public Records Act, (“IPRA”), NMSA 1978, Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1947, as amended 

through 2019). In the correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

1. Any and all communications, including emails, notes and other correspondence 

between the Office of the Attorney General and the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Las Cruces concerning all requests for production and/or inspection of records 

of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces and responses to same. 

 

Although we anticipated having records available today, in the current pandemic and 

shutdown, we will require additional time to continue reviewing, searching and 

determining if we possess records that are responsive to your request. See § 14-2-10. We 

now anticipate being able to complete more of this work and allow for inspection of the 

public records on or before March 26, 2021.  If you have any questions or concerns please 

contact the Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar   

Open Government Division 
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March 26, 2021 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

ROTHSTEIN DONATELLI LLP 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records  

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On February 9, 2021, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection of 

Public Records Act, (“IPRA”), NMSA 1978, Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1947, as amended 

through 2019). In the correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

1. Any and all communications, including emails, notes and other correspondence 

between the Office of the Attorney General and the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Las Cruces concerning all requests for production and/or inspection of records 

of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces and responses to same. 

 

Although we anticipated having records available today, in the current pandemic and 

shutdown, we will require additional time to continue reviewing, searching and 

determining if we possess records that are responsive to your request. See § 14-2-10. We 

now anticipate being able to complete more of this work and allow for inspection of the 

public records on or before April 9, 2021.  If you have any questions or concerns please 

contact the Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar   

Open Government Division 
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500 4TH STREET NW • SUITE 400 • ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87102 SANTA FE • TEMPE • ALBUQUERQUE 
TEL: 505.243.1443  •  FAX: 505.242.7845 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW  

February 11, 2021 

Via e-mail correspondence 

ATTN:  RECORDS CUSTODIAN 
New Mexico Attorney General’s Office 
P.O. Box 1508 
Santa Fe, NM  87504 

Re:      Request for Public Records 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

This records request is submitted pursuant to the New Mexico Inspection of Public Records Act 
(NMSA 1978, 14-2-1, et. seq.). This request is for inspection of the following public records of 
the Office of the New Mexico Attorney General:  

1. Any and all communications, including emails, notes and other correspondence
related to the “AMENDED CONFIDENTIALITY AND PROTECTIVE ORDER
REGARDING DISCLOSURE OF TRUE IDENTITY OF VICTIMS OF CLERGY
SEXUAL ABUSE” attached to the December 31, 2020 letter to this office denying
inspection on an August 6, 2020 IPRA request; and

2. Any and all memoranda, notes, opinions or other records concerning said
“AMENDED CONFIDENTIALITY AND PROTECTIVE ORDER REGARDING
DISCLOSURE OF TRUE IDENTITY OF VICTIMS OF CLERGY SEXUAL
ABUSE” and its application to records in the possession, control and/or custody of
the Attorney General’s Office.

Please advise me if this request does not describe all of the documents with sufficient specificity 
for you to make a reasonable response, and we will again attempt to clarify the request. I request 
that these documents be provided in electronic form, as soon as practicable, but no later than 15 
days from the day this request is sent. Electronic materials may be sent to 
melopez@rothsteinlaw.com.    

Please inform me via telephone at (505) 243-1443 if documents cannot be provided electronically 
so that alternative arrangements may be discussed. Pursuant to the Inspection of Public Records 
Act, I agree to pay a reasonable fee for any copying of the public records. If the charges will exceed 
$50.00, please telephone me in advance at (505) 243-1443 so that I may review and agree to such 
charges. I would ask that a receipt indicating the copying charges be provided.  

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter. 

CAROLINE “KC” MANIERRE 
cmanierre@rothsteinlaw.com 
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NMOAG Records Custodian 
February 11, 2021 
Page 2 of 2 
 

 

Most sincerely yours,  
 
ROTHSTEIN DONATELLI LLP 
 
 
CAROLINE “KC” MANIERRE 
CAROLYN M. “CAMMIE” NICHOLS 
PAUL M. LINNENBURGER 
 
Attorneys at Law  

EXHIBIT 10



STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

HECTOR H. BALDERAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1508 - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1508 

STREET ADDRESS:  408 GALISTEO STREET - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

February 16, 2021 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

M. Esther Lopez

Senior Paralegal

ROTHSTEIN DONATELLI LLP

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com

Re: Your Request for Public Records 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

On February 11, 2021, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection 

of Public Records Act, (“IPRA”), NMSA 1978, Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1947, as amended 

through 2019). In the correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

1. Any and all communications, including emails, notes and other

correspondence related to the “AMENDED CONFIDENTIALITY AND

PROTECTIVE ORDER REGARDING DISCLOSURE OF TRUE IDENTITY

OF VICTIMS OF CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE” attached to the December 31,

2020 letter to this office denying inspection on an August 6, 2020 IPRA

request; and

2. Any and all memoranda, notes, opinions or other records concerning said

“AMENDED CONFIDENTIALITY AND PROTECTIVE ORDER

REGARDING DISCLOSURE OF TRUE IDENTITY OF VICTIMS OF

CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE” and its application to records in the possession,

control and/or custody of the Attorney General’s Office.
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M. Esther Lopez 

February 16, 2021 

Page 2 

 

 
TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1508 - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1508 
STREET ADDRESS:  408 GALISTEO STREET - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

We require additional time to complete a thorough search and determine if we possess 

records that are responsive to your request. We will make any responsive records available 

for inspection or otherwise respond to your request on or before February 26, 2021. If you 

have any questions or concerns please contact the Office. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar   

Open Government Division 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
  

  
 
 

HECTOR H. BALDERAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 

 
 
 

TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1508 - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1508 

STREET ADDRESS:  408 GALISTEO STREET - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

February 26, 2021 

 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

Senior Paralegal 

ROTHSTEIN DONATELLI LLP 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records  

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On February 11, 2021, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection 

of Public Records Act, (“IPRA”), NMSA 1978, Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1947, as amended 

through 2019). In the correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

1. Any and all communications, including emails, notes and other 

correspondence related to the “AMENDED CONFIDENTIALITY AND 

PROTECTIVE ORDER REGARDING DISCLOSURE OF TRUE IDENTITY 

OF VICTIMS OF CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE” attached to the December 31, 

2020 letter to this office denying inspection on an August 6, 2020 IPRA 

request; and 

 

2. Any and all memoranda, notes, opinions or other records concerning said 

“AMENDED CONFIDENTIALITY AND PROTECTIVE ORDER 

REGARDING DISCLOSURE OF TRUE IDENTITY OF VICTIMS OF 

CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE” and its application to records in the possession, 

control and/or custody of the Attorney General’s Office. 
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M. Esther Lopez 

February 26, 2021 
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TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1508 - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1508 
STREET ADDRESS:  408 GALISTEO STREET - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

Although we anticipated having some records available today, in the current pandemic and 

shutdown, we will require additional time to continue reviewing, searching and 

determining if we possess records that are responsive to your request. See § 14-2-10. We 

now anticipate being able to complete more of this work and allow for inspection of the 

public records on or before March 12, 2021.  If you have any questions or concerns please 

contact the Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar   

Open Government Division 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
  

  
 
 

HECTOR H. BALDERAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 

 
 
 

TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1508 - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1508 

STREET ADDRESS:  408 GALISTEO STREET - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

March 26, 2021 

 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY 

 

M. Esther Lopez 

Senior Paralegal 

ROTHSTEIN DONATELLI LLP 

500 4th Street NW, Suite 400 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Email: melopez@rothsteinlaw.com  

 

Re: Your Request for Public Records  

 

Dear Ms. Lopez: 

 

On February 11, 2021, our office received your request under the New Mexico Inspection 

of Public Records Act, (“IPRA”), NMSA 1978, Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1947, as amended 

through 2019). In the correspondence you have requested to inspect the following records: 

 

1. Any and all communications, including emails, notes and other 

correspondence related to the “AMENDED CONFIDENTIALITY AND 

PROTECTIVE ORDER REGARDING DISCLOSURE OF TRUE IDENTITY 

OF VICTIMS OF CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE” attached to the December 31, 

2020 letter to this office denying inspection on an August 6, 2020 IPRA 

request; and 

 

2. Any and all memoranda, notes, opinions or other records concerning said 

“AMENDED CONFIDENTIALITY AND PROTECTIVE ORDER 

REGARDING DISCLOSURE OF TRUE IDENTITY OF VICTIMS OF 

CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE” and its application to records in the possession, 

control and/or custody of the Attorney General’s Office. 
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M. Esther Lopez 

March 26, 2021 

Page 2 

 

 
TELEPHONE: (505)490-4060  FAX: (505)490-4883  www.nmag.gov 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1508 - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1508 
STREET ADDRESS:  408 GALISTEO STREET - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

Although we anticipated having some records available today, in the current pandemic and 

shutdown, we will require additional time to continue reviewing, searching and 

determining if we possess records that are responsive to your request. See § 14-2-10. We 

now anticipate being able to complete more of this work and allow for inspection of the 

public records on or before April 9, 2021.  If you have any questions or concerns please 

contact the Office.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Patricia M. Salazar   

Open Government Division 

EXHIBIT 11
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