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Pondering the present state of the world 
may serve to activate complex emotions. 
As we confront transitioning economic, 
political and social affairs, we can 
face feelings of ineptitude and even 
insignificance as we consider the larger 
picture. In our quest to contend with 
such issues, it is natural to encounter 
situations in which we hold ourselves 
to unattainable standards — leading to 

more questions than answers. However, if we take the time to 
reorient and focus on our individual and professional strengths, 
we can navigate the enormity of these pressing matters and 
identify ways to contribute meaningfully, make a difference in 
the lives of our peers, and discover a sense of fulfillment.

This focus can lead to organic ripple effects, which we can 
leverage to assist others on a grand scale. When we help to aid 
one person, it can spark a chain reaction of charity that leads 
from one community to the next. Our feelings of inadequacy 
are inevitably diminished as we come to realize that society can 
be dramatically changed with one selfless step. Marquis Who’s 
Who listees grasp this point with intuitive understanding and 
thus, persevere in their respective industries – whether in the 
creative arts, medicine, science and technology, academia, law 
and law enforcement, military service or humanitarianism.

We trust that this inspiration can be lifted from the listees featured 
in the 11th issue of Millennium Magazine. Their examples of 
resilience, tenacity and diligence demonstrate the pillars of 
strength that have allowed them to overcome adversity. While 
you thumb through this edition, we encourage you to remind 
yourself of the consequential sequences small acts of kindness 
can ignite. Together, we can transform the world.

With warm regards for continued success,

Lisa Diamond
Senior Editor, Millennium Magazine
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I
nspired by his brother-in-law, who was a top producer at one of 
the largest residential roofing companies in the State of Illinois, Jay 
Andreas decided to delve into the same industry. In January of 2019, 
he established ASI Construction, where he has since served as the 
chief executive officer. Mr. Andreas chose the specialty of roofing 

in light of the extensive storm damage he witnesses in the region. ASI 
Construction is an insurance-based roofing business. As such, he and his 
company are experts in remedying home damage in light of severe storms.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Andreas was a director for record labels and was 
involved in global sales. He draws upon an associate degree from Columbia 
College, which he received in 2008. Equipped with an unlimited roofing 
license and recognized as a licensed public adjustor, Mr. Andreas also 
contributes actively to his community as a donor for various nonprofit and 
charitable organizations. Furthermore, he has maintained membership 
with the Better Business Bureau.

Mr. Andreas attributes his success to his wonderful team, as well as his 
own affinity for being the eyes and ears of ASI Construction. Likewise, he is 
a lifelong learner and advises that individuals should be sponges, soaking 
up all information around them, particularly from other individuals and 
mentors from whom they can learn. As a testament to his success in 
the field, Mr. Andreas won the Balance Claims Partner Award in 2019. 
Additionally, he was named a Top Producer in the Country for Third Party 
Supplements and was honored with a Safety Award for Excellence from the 
National Association of Home Builders.

Although his career has been filled with highlights, Mr. Andreas is 
especially proud of his ability to grow a seven-figure company into eight-
figure and some nine-figure opportunities. Looking toward the future, 
he would like to grow ASI Construction exponentially and witness the 
continued success of his own career.

Millennium 
Magazine
Featured Listee

JAY ANDREAS
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

ASI Construction
Burr Ridge, IL
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W
hen he was involved in the United States Army, Joseph G. 
Atkinson frequently relocated to various areas across the 
nation. During this time, he developed an innate interest 
in helping military veterans, particularly with respect to 
housing and development. Spending 13 fruitful years in the 

Army, Mr. Atkinson would purchase ailing houses, renovate them, and then 
either rent out the house or sell it to buyers. Although he initially entered 
the industry in 2003, he has devoted his time fully to his company, Bossco 
Property Solutions, since 2017, where he serves as president. Bossco 
Property Solutions is a residential investment company.

Alongside this endeavor, Mr. Atkinson also excels as the president 
of Norse Contracting, located in San Antonio. With this business, he 
notably provides housing options for military veterans, where they 
have the opportunity to reside for 18 to 48 months. Recently, he has 
hired 37 subcontractors for Norse Contracting, all of whom are veterans. 
Currently, Mr. Atkinson is working on building more transitional housing 
for the veteran population who have nowhere to live. Amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, Mr. Atkinson notes that materials for renovating houses have 
increased dramatically in price. Therefore, it is his responsibility to remain 
abreast of changes in the field and act accordingly.

Mr. Atkinson draws upon a BS in health science studies, exercise, 
physiology and sports nutrition from Boise State University, which he 
acquired in 2007. A member of the National and Metro Real Estate Investors 
Associations, he intends to expand his businesses to at least 11 additional 
U.S. states in the forthcoming future. By 2026, he would like to build facilities 
outside of major military posts to help veterans who are transitioning from 
military service to a civilian lifestyle.

Outside of his primary endeavors, Mr. Atkinson enjoys participating in 
triathlons and would eventually like to compete in the Ironman Competition 
in Hawaii in 2022. Married with three sons, he attributes his immense 
success to his drive to make the world a better place.

JOSEPH G. ATKINSON
PRESIDENT

Bossco Property Solutions, Norse Contracting
San Antonio, TX

Millennium 
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10 Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

ARCHITECTURE, CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE

cooking classes, as well as educating the 
homeless population in aspects of art. He also 
donates money to the homeless population for 
civil service. Formerly attending the Institute 
for Spiritual Formation in Washington, D.C., Mr. 
Bickford notes that he feels blessed to enjoy his 
time on Earth through God, as well as experience 
all of life’s joys through his wife, Blair, and four 
sons: James, Christopher, Nathan and David. He 
also has one grandson, Dylan.

Maintaining affiliation with the National 
Association of Homebuilders, the Christ and 
St. Luke Episcopal Church, and the Diocese 
of Southern Virginia, where he has sat on 
their standing committee, Mr. Bickford is a 
past president of his local chapter of Outer 
Banks. Looking toward the future, he intends to 
experience the continued growth and success of 
his real estate career. He attributes his immense 
success to his perseverance through struggle 
and ability to never give up.

S
upported by nearly five decades of 
expertise in diversified areas such as 
military operations, engineering and 
real estate, James VanAllen Bickford 
III has excelled as a real estate 

developer for Midlantic Builders LLC since 
1970. In this prominent role, he nurses ailing 
properties back to standardized value, sells 
those properties and finds other properties 
to which he can apply his expertise. He is a 
certified property manager in the States of 
North Carolina and Virginia.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Bickford attended 
the Virginia Military Institute, from whom he 
received a Bachelor of Science in engineering 
in 1961. Subsequently, he worked at the Langley 
Research Center, affiliated with the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), 
with their Mercury Program for several years. 
Thereafter, Mr. Bickford entered the United 
States Army as an engineer in the 82nd Airborne 
Unit from 1963 to 1965.

Holding a master’s degree in city planning 
from the University of North Carolina as well, 
Mr. Bickford spends his spare time teaching 

JAMES VANALLEN 
BICKFORD III

REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER

Midlantic Builders LLC
Norfolk, VA
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not well-versed in the aspects of homebuying 
and selling. Shortly thereafter, she decided to 
delve into the realm of real estate and became 
an agent for Century 21 in 1988. Spending her 
first few months at the prestigious company in 
training, Ms. Bierowicz also surrounded herself 
with esteemed professionals, who acted as 
guides and mentors.

After two years with Century 21, Ms. Bierowicz 
became a top agent in her office, having quickly 
assimilated to both American culture and the 
culture surrounding homebuying and selling. 
Equipped with her passion for helping others, 
she was subsequently approached by RE/MAX, 
which is often considered the premier real 
estate company in the industry. She joined RE/
MAX of Naperville in Illinois in 1992, where she 
remains today as a real estate broker. Over the 
course of the 30 years that she has been with RE/
MAX, she received the Diamond Award as well 
as inducted into the RE/MAX Hall of Fame, which 
placed her in the Top 3% of Agents Nationwide 
based upon diligence, work achievements and 
accomplishments. She considers being profiled 
in the Hall of Fame to be a highlight of her career.

Outside of her primary post, Ms. Bierowicz 
is a member for the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (more 
commonly known as the ASPCA) and the 
Children’s Miracle Network. Additionally, she 
has served as a builders’ liaison. Fluent in four 
different languages, she previously attended 
college to learn to teach English as a Second 
Language, leveraging her innate desire to be of 
assistance to others.

Throughout her career, Ms. Bierowicz 
has been dedicated to making sure that her 
clients are reassured in their decision making. 
Distinguished from her peers considering her 
credentials and glowing referrals, she has 
retained clients from across the country.

I
mmigrating to the United States from 
Poland in 1979, Bogusia Bierowicz sought 
to purchase a house, having been a first-
time homebuyer upon her arrival to 
America. Experiencing much confusion 

and distress from the homebuying process, 
she wondered how she could make the process 
easier for individuals such as herself who were 

BOGUSIA 
BIEROWICZ

BROKER

RE/MAX of Naperville
Naperville, IL
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W
ith expertise in both electrical engineering and real estate, 
Mario M. Correa Sr. first served as an electrical engineer 
for the U.S. Army and the U.S. Department of Defense for 
more than 30 years. During his tenure with the military and 
government, he tested many of the Army’s missile systems, 

as well as oversaw communications systems within the governmental 
body. In 2005, he retired as the director of information systems operations 
at White Sands Missile Range. Desiring to further his knowledge and branch 
out into a different career path, Mr. Correa became a realtor for Options 
Realty in El Paso, Texas, in which he specializes in remodeling homes and 
preparing them for sales.

In light of his military and government service, Mr. Correa has been 
honored a myriad of times over the decades. He received a Meritorious 
Service Medal, an Outstanding Support Award from America’s Service 
Range and two Achievement Medals from the Department of Defense. 
Driven by the motto, “Nothing comes easy; you have to work for it,” Mr. 
Correa was recognized by Marquis Who’s Who in 2021 for his esteemed 
accomplishments in his dual fields.

To prepare for his illustrious career, Mr. Correa pursued a formal 
education at the University of Texas at El Paso, where he earned a Bachelor 
of Electrical Engineering in 1969. The recipient of an additional certificate 
through the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (more widely 
known as the IEEE), he has also maintained membership with the National 
Association of Realtors and the Greater El Paso Association of Realtors. 
Further, he is a member of his local chapter of the Knights of Columbus 
Council 11926 and the 4th Degree Cristo Rey Assembly, where he was 
recognized as a former Master of the 4th Degree for the 5th District of 
Texas. He considers his time spent with the Knights of Columbus and the 
Department of Defense to be ultimate highlights of his career. Civically, he 
volunteers with various food banks in the area and his church. Looking 
forward, Mr. Correa intends to spend more time with his five grandchildren.

MARIO M. CORREA SR.
REALTOR

Options Realty
El Paso, TX
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L
everaging his military experience to take charge of professional 
services throughout his life, Hakim Abdul Haqq served in the 
United States Marine Corps from 1964 to 1966. During this time, 
he was trained in guerilla warfare and was stationed in Vietnam. 
During battle, Mr. Haqq was wounded and was eventually 

honorably discharged with a Purple Heart. Following his military tenure, 
he served in the railroad industry for numerous years, including as an 
elevator mechanic for United Technologies and a switchman, conductor, 
engineer and distributive power engineer for P&W Railroad and Union 
Pacific Railroad. For 20 additional years, Mr. Haqq served with the United 
States Post Office.

Since 2019, Mr. Haqq has excelled as the chief executive officer of HAH 
International Real Estate Enterprises LLC. After retiring from the field of 
railroad and government work, he sought to pursue a new, exciting venture. 
Settling into the field of real estate, he has since thrived in the industry. 
Looking toward the future of his career with HAH International Real Estate 
Enterprises, he intends to accumulate more properties and play a greater 
role in helping individuals achieve their goals of buying and selling homes. 
He attributes much of his success to the grace of God, as well as his 
longstanding military training that he has utilized to prosper in his current 
vocational endeavors. He notes that he has never forfeited in the face of 
struggle and has always taken charge of his own path.

Mr. Haqq is a native of Yazoo City, Mississippi, and was born on April 
23, 1946. He currently resides in Bolingbrook, Illinois. Married to his wife 
Charlene for nearly 40 years, he is the proud father of nine children. In 
addition, he has 15 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. In light of his 
service with the United States Marine Corps, Mr. Haqq is in the process of 
establishing a nonprofit organization. He lives and works by the motto, “Do 
for oneself.”

Millennium 
Magazine
Featured Listee

HAKIM ABDUL HAQQ
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

HAH International Real Estate Enterprises LLC
Bolingbrook, IL
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14, while baby sitting and mowing lawns. Her 
mother then invested her earnings into an 
investment account. By the time she was 20 
years old, Ms. Hitt had accumulated enough 
funds to afford a down payment to purchase 
her own home, becoming a homeowner for the 
first time.

As a testament to her success, Ms. Hitt has 
received a myriad of accolades. Named among 
the Top Five Individual Agents in 2021, she was 
also recognized among the Top 10 Agents in 
the RE/MAX Central Atlantic Region from 2017 
to 2021 and the #1 Individual Top Producer for 
her office between 2013 and 2020. Additionally, 
she was named a Five Star Real Estate Agent 
from 2015 to 2021, received the Greater Capital 
Area Association of Realtors (GCAAR) Gold 
Award in 2021 and 2022, and was named among 
RE/MAX Top 100 Maryland Agents in 2021 and 
Washingtonian Top and Best Realtors between 
2015 and 2022.

A 
native of Argentina, Ellie Hitt 
immigrated to the United States with 
her parents when she was only 10 
years old. Always demonstrating a 
persevering attitude, she attended a 

local county college and, simultaneously, worked 
as a receptionist at a chiropractic office. During 
her tenure with the medical office, her colleagues 
inquired about her obtaining a chiropractic 
assistant license and remain with the office, post-
college. Shortly thereafter, Ms. Hitt attained her 
chiropractic assistance license and served as a 
chiropractic assistant and office manager with 
this practice between 1998 and 2003.

As time progressed, Ms. Hitt recognized the 
importance of the American dream and desired 
to help others achieve their dreams of becoming 
homeowners. She subsequently delved into the 
field of real estate and has been serving in the 
industry for nearly 20 years. She attributes her 
immense success to the relationships she has 
cultivated with her clients throughout her career.

Ms. Hitt recalls having learned about financial 
independence from her mother at an early age. 
Sh joined the workforce at the young age of 

ELLIE HITT
REALTOR

RE/MAX Realty Group
Gaithersburg, MD
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was trained corporately in real estate systems, 
efficiencies and franchising. In this capacity, he 
fostered proactive relationships with CENTURY 
21 franchisees and networked to identify growth 
opportunities. Mr. Kelly also worked with GMAC 
Home Services as a regional director, where he 
maintained responsibility for the recruitment 
and training of top-tier non-branded GMAC real 
estate companies to an affiliate program that 
handled relocation business.

Mr. Kelly has excelled as the managing 
broker and owner of The Real Estate Store, 
Inc., since 2009. He has implemented systems 
and efficiencies to position the realtors at his 
company for success. He is responsible for 
training, coaching and business operations 
within the company while staying abreast of 
local, state and national real estate trends. 
Additionally, Mr. Kelly is the founder of 
RealEstateRelated.com, a website designed to 
organize how the real estate industry promotes 
its products and services. He says, “It’s a tool to 
help realtors be more productive and maintain 
front-of-mind awareness with their customers. 
It provides valuable information they, and the 
public, need regarding local service providers.”

An expert in his field, Mr. Kelly is a licensed bro-
ker in Florida and New York. He holds a Bachelor 
of Science in organizational management from 
Nyack College and aligns himself with the Regional 
MLS, National Association of Realtors, and several 
mastermind groups to remain aware of changes in 
the industry. For his professional excellence, Mr. 
Kelly won the 5-Star Award on nine occasions and 
was featured as a market leader in Forbes in 2021. 

Looking forward, Mr. Kelly would like to 
experience the continued growth of his career, 
as well as cultivate the growing social presence 
of RealEstateRelated.com. He is grateful for all 
the entrepreneurs, business leaders and friends 
who continue to coach him to excel.

A 
corporate-trained, seasoned real 
estate professional with decades of 
experience, the career of Bill Kelly 
began in the small town of Hampton 
Bays, located on Long Island, New 

York, where he worked for A.G.C. Realty, a small 
boutique real estate office. Before the turn of the 
millennium, he was offered a management role 
at CENTURY 21 Real Estate Corporation and 

BILL KELLY
MANAGING BROKER, OWNER

The Real Estate Store, Inc.
Lakewood Ranch, FL
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the needs of every customer who contacts them 
for services. In light of the business’ exceptional 
dedication to quality, most of their business 
stems from repeat customers and referrals. 
Cornerstone Construction Group custom 
designs every job to meet the clients’ needs via 
virtual walk-throughs for over 25 years, among 
other services. For more information, visit 
https://cornerstoneccg.com.

Mr. Knoeller is especially proud of designing 
every job by listening to the clients’ needs and, 
through his work, he was afforded opportunities 
to learn every aspect of building, whether 
residential or commercial. Mr. Knoeller’s wife, 
Bridgett, also assists with the business by 
providing interior design with options regarding 
colors of walls, tiles, rugs and other products.

The proud father of five children, Mr. Knoeller 
also has 12 grandchildren. He thanks Jesus 
Christ for the many gifts and talents, as well as 
his beautiful family, that He has provided.

H
ailing from a hard-working family, 
John Knoeller was inspired by his 
grandfather, August Annicchiarico, 
who was the owner of his own masonry 
business. Likewise, Mr. Knoeller’s uncle, 

Nick Sita, was a general foreman who brought him 
on jobs during the summers. Beginning at the 
age of 12, the young Mr. Knoeller spent his spare 
time pouring concrete and helping his family in 
high-rise apartment building renovations. Upon 
turning 18 years old, he decided to pursue his 
own venture and learn every aspect of building 
from design to installation. He notes that his 
passion for the field of construction has been 
ingrained since the seventh grade, where he 
completed mechanical drafting alongside his 
regular academic studies. This furthered his 
passion for all types of construction.

Now drawing upon over 40 years in the 
construction business, Mr. Knoeller has excelled 
as the chief executive officer of the Cornerstone 
Construction Group since 1981. Imbedded with 
the belief that a customer’s needs are of the 
utmost importance, the team at Cornerstone 
Construction Group remains committed to meet 

JOHN KNOELLER
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Cornerstone Construction Group
Greenwood, DE

https://cornerstoneccg.com/
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A
s an immigrant from Vietnam, Shawn Luong has possessed 
a strong drive for success since he was in his early 20s. At the 
inception of his career, he worked for various companies until 
his wife, Jessica, encouraged him to branch out and become his 
own boss. Realizing that he could be more successful working for 

himself as opposed to working for others, he established S.H. Spectrum, 
Inc., in 1991, where he remains today as president. Since establishing his 
business, he has been actively involved in the area of real estate and also 
has served as an REO broker for Century 21 since 2003.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Luong served as vice president for sales 
engineering and business development at Auriq Systems from 2000 to 2002 
and managing director and vice chairman of the board at SELCO Vietnam 
from 1997 to 2000. A licensed real estate broker in the State of California, 
he is also a qualified court receiver as a member of the Ventura County 
Superior Court Panel of Economic Experts. Likewise, he is a designated 
real estate broker to the public guardian of San Bernardino County.

Maintaining affiliation with the California Association of Realtors and the 
Asian American Real Estate Association, Mr. Luong is also a member of Phi 
Kappa Phi. He notes that his work in real estate has been quite rewarding, 
and he feels fulfilled when he recalls opening his own company, which has 
provided him with immense freedom.

Mr. Luong holds a Bachelor of Science in computer engineering from 1982 
and a Master of Science in telecommunication in 1984, both from California 
State University, Los Angeles. Looking toward the future, he intends to 
experience the continued growth and success of his career. Married to his 
wife, Jessica, for more than 37 years, he has two adult children, Howard 
and Kevin. He currently resides in West Covina, California.

Millennium 
Magazine
Featured Listee

SHAWN LUONG
PRESIDENT

S.H. Spectrum, Inc.
West Covina, CA
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executive for the software division of IBM from 
1997 to 2000. Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, he 
excelled as a financial analyst for General Electric.

For nearly 20 years, Mr. Sanak has been a 
licensed realtor in California. He draws upon 
coursework in music education and a BA in 
criminal justice and political science from 
Michigan State University, where he also played 
the alto saxophone in the Spartan Marching Band. 
He attributes his success to the discipline and 
focus he cultivated while in the marching band.

Mr. Sanak has earned 109 sales production 
awards. In 2021, he was ranked the #11 Sales 
Consultant for the month of July by Harcourts 
USA, having previously been listed in Real 
Estate Visionaries of Palm Springs by Modern 
Luxury Palm Springs Magazine and Real Estate 
Visionaries of San Diego by Modern Luxury San 
Diego Magazine, both in 2020. He was further 
recognized among the Top 200 Realtors in Palm 
Springs by Palm Springs Life Magazine in 2019.

S
ince 2015, James Stanley Sanak has 
served as the principal owner and 
realtor with Harcourts Desert Homes 
in Palm Springs, California. Established 
with his husband, Scott Palermo, the 

brokerage firm is notable for its hand selection 
of agents, as Mr. Sanak and his husband carefully 
choose which agents they deem best suited for 
the firm. Mentoring and coaching each agent on 
a weekly basis, Mr. Sanak and his husband feel 
fortunate to be surrounded by a terrific, award-
winning group of agents who also serve as 
beacons of inspiration to the next generation. In 
2020, the firm sold a home at Bighorn Golf Club, 
one of the most prestigious country clubs across 
the nation. Additionally, in 2021, the firm sold a 
15,000-square foot home at the Vintage Club, the 
most exclusive country club in Coachella Valley.

Earlier, Mr. Sanak served as a realtor and 
premier director for Windermere Real Estate 
from 2009 to 2015 and realtor for Prudential 
California Realty from 2003 to 2009. Previously 
involved in the automobile and financial sectors, 
he was a client executive for Toyota Motor Sales 
USA through IBM from 2000 to 2003 and a sales 

JAMES STANLEY 
SANAK

PRINCIPAL OWNER, REALTOR

Harcourts Desert Homes
Palm Springs, CA
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I
nitially interested in finance, particularly in urban area projects, 
G. Bradford Saunders received a Bachelor of Arts in real estate 
and finance from the Haas School of Business at the University of 
California Berkeley in 1975. At the inception of his career, he pursued 
governmental projects that were available within urban regions. Now 

accruing more than 40 years of experience in real estate, he has excelled as 
the president and chief executive officer of BriceHouse, Inc., in San Diego 
since 1998. In his executive-level roles, Mr. Saunders maintains involvement 
in all aspects of real estate development, oversees a team that establishes 
forward planning and is dedicated to increasing outdoor advertising 
throughout San Diego. Mr. Saunders notes that they were the first to use 
a specific type of financing to put together projects in collaboration with 
several municipalities.

Over the course of his career, Mr. Saunders has developed a keen 
expertise in public-private partnership. One such partnership included the 
City of San Diego, in which he and his team built a police headquarters 
in conjunction with individuals responsible for light rail transit and bus 
systems. Currently, Mr. Saunders holds a contract with the local transit 
agency to install retail kiosks at stations to serve the public. He attributes 
his immense success to his diligent work ethic, as well as a little bit of luck.

To remain abreast of developments in the field of real estate, Mr. Saunders 
is a member of Lambda Alpha, a professional real estate fraternity. As a 
testament to his success and efforts in the industry, he was honored with 
the Building of the Year Award from the Urban Land Institute.

Looking toward the future of BriceHouse, Inc., as well as his own career, 
Mr. Saunders intends to continue involving himself in the real estate 
development industry. He would also like to proliferate the growth and 
development of BriceHouse, Inc. 
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PRESIDENT, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

BriceHouse, Inc.
San Diego, CA



20 Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

ARCHITECTURE, CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE

titled “Bugging a Bug.” Since writing her books, 
Mrs. Sykes has received a myriad of accolades  
for her writing prowess and mission.

In light of her outstanding contributions to 
the construction industry and methodologies 
of teaching for emerging female entrepreneurs 
and construction workers, Mrs. Sykes was 
recognized as a Female Leader in Construction 
by “Construction Dive” in March of 2021. She 
notes that only 59 women out of 800 nominated 
women were chosen for the award across the 
nation. Additionally, Mrs. Sykes earned the 
Black Female Leader in Construction Award. 
Despite her lauded accolades, however, she is 
especially proud of giving back to the young 
women community who endeavor to enter 
the construction industry. Looking toward the 
future, Mrs. Sykes aims to continue witnessing 
the growth and success of her career. She is 
married to her husband Robi Sykes and has 
three daughters and one son.

S
ince 2020, Juanakee C. Sykes has 
excelled as the executive director of 
Black Girls Build, Inc., in Illinois. While 
spending 10 years as a commercial 
and residential carpenter for 90 

Degree Construction LLC – a company she had 
established with her husband – Mrs. Sykes 
was encountered with significant gender bias 
and discrimination for being a woman in a 
male-oriented industry. Drawing upon these 
experiences, she desired to create avenues in 
which she could teach construction skills and 
principles to women and young girls to combat 
against gender discrimination in the workforce. As 
such, Black Girls Build was established, and it now 
specializes in teaching women the fundamentals 
of carpentry, floor laying, painting, plumbing, 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning.

Earlier in her career, Mrs. Sykes served as a nurse 
for 12 years, ending her career with the pressures 
of being an oncology nurse. Demonstrating 
versatility in her profession, she has also published 
a memoir, titled “My A.R.R.A.: Growing into Me,” 
which received the C.I.P.A. EVVY Award. She also 
authored a beginning readers children’s book, 

JUANAKEE C. 
SYKES

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CARPENTER

Black Girls Build, Inc.
Belleville, IL
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drywall ceiling services and exterior framing,  
Built on the Rock Industries prides itself on  
its ability to work closely with its clients to  
achieve optimal and sustainable development. 
To date, they have completed more than 600 
projects with 70 field workers and eight office  
staff members.

Mr. Tejeda notes that his vision to develop 
his business came from a place of faith 
during his rediscovery of God in 2004. A 
former construction company worker, he was 
inspired by the Word of the Lord and sought 
to found his own business in an effort to help 
others. Alongside his primary pursuits in the 
construction industry, he is also a minister and 
educator at his own established church, titled 
Ministerios Exodus. Built in 2009, Mr. Tejeda’s 
church exemplifies the power of God and is 
maintained by Mr. Tejeda and his brothers.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Tejeda served as 
director of Tejeda Investments LLC and was 
an accomplished pastor for 12 years. He is 
also an OSHA-certified safety trainer through 
The University of Texas at Arlington, where he 
completed both 10- and 30-hour safety training 
courses.

In light of his achievements with Built on the 
Rock Industries, Mr. Tejeda was the recipient of 
the Round Rock Business Award in 2015. Looking 
toward the future, he intends to expand the 
reach of his business and open new branches 
of Built on the Rock Industries in San Antonio, 
Houston and Dallas.

Married to his wife of many years, Mr. Tejeda 
is the proud father of nine children and a 
doting grandfather of three grandchildren. He is 
exceptionally proud of his family and hopes to 
leave a lasting legacy.F

ounded in 2006, Built on the Rock  
Industries, LLC, was established by 
Raunel Tejeda in Round Rock, Texas. 
Over the course of more than 15 years, 
the business has specialized in com-

mercial construction management services,  
including studs and drywall. Also offering 
building construction, interior demolition, 

RAUNEL TEJEDA
PRESIDENT

Built on the Rock Industries, LLC
Round Rock, TX



22 Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

ARCHITECTURE, CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE

A fter receiving a BS in education from New York University, Hollis 
Borteck served as a fifth grade teacher for the Needham School 
District from 1965 to 1970. During this time, she studied toward an 

MA in counseling at Boston University, receiving her master’s degree 
in 1970. Excelling as a college counselor for a number of years, she 
soon took an interest in real estate in light of her husband’s work as a 
contract attorney. She became a licensed associate broker in 1987 and, 
that same year, became an associate broker for Julia B. Fee Realty. Ms. 
Borteck thrived in her position for 20 years until 2007. Since 2011, she 
has served in the same capacity for Houlihan Lawrence. She continues 
to take real estate courses in areas of new construction, ethics, fair 
housing and building green.

Ms. Borteck is especially proud of the close friendships she has 
cultivated through her real estate work. The recipient of a myriad 
of Platinum Awards from 2005 to 2013, she also received several 
Silver Awards from the Westchester County Board of Realtors from 
2014 to 2016.

ASSOCIATE BROKER

Houlihan Lawrence
Scarsdale, NY

I nspired by his grandmother, who was the first president of the 
MLS Board of Realtors in Huntsville, and following his parents’ 
footsteps, John Wesley Brooks delved into real estate. After 

earning a bachelor’s degree in marketing, advertising and business 
management from the University of South Alabama in 2003, he served 
as a real estate agent with his parents at his family company, Landmark 
Realty Center, for six years. Thereafter, he was vice president of sales 
and marketing for Sunshine Aerospace from 2010 to 2012. Mr. Brooks 
has served as a realtor and property manager for Coldwell Banker of 
the Valley since 2009, as well as a real estate investor since 2018. He 
is certified as an international luxury home and relocation specialist.

Additionally, Mr. Brooks has been a senior auctioneer for Roebuck 
Auctions since 2010. Civically, he has volunteered with the Huntsville 
Dream Center, among other organizations, and raised funds for various 
private schools, overseas charities and the homeless population. Mr. 
Brooks was named a Top Agent by Top Agent Magazine in 2020, having 
that same year also been ranked #8 for Transactions in the State of 
Alabama and the #4 Realtor in North Alabama.

REALTOR,  
REAL ESTATE INVESTOR,  

PROPERTY MANAGER

Coldwell Banker of the Valley
Huntsville, AL

JOHN WESLEY BROOKS

HOLLIS BORTECK
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PRESIDENT, PARTNER

Missouri River Contractors LLC
Helena, MT

ACQUISITIONS MANAGER

Real Solutions Real Estate LLC
Grand Island, FL

STEVEN R. BURCH

M anaging projects since he was a teenager working with his father, 
who was an excavation contractor, Steven R. Burch developed 
an innate interest in the profession. First pursuing coursework 

in engineering at St. Clair County Community College, he worked for 
a number of construction and contracting firms before becoming the 
president and partner of Missouri River Contractors LLC in Helena, 
Montana, in 2016. During his tenure with Missouri River Contractors, 
Mr. Burch has helped bring the company from $4.5 million in 2016 to 
approximately $33 million in 2021. Alongside this endeavor, Mr. Burch 
has also owned Burch Industrial Services since 2007.

Outside of his primary ventures, Mr. Burch has volunteered at the 
Yellowstone Institute, Montana Wild and an animal rehabilitation 
center and maintains affiliation with his local Chamber of Commerce. 
For his expertise, he was featured in “Construction Equipment Guide,” 
a well-regarded trade publication. In light of his achievements, he 
considers a highlight of his career to be the highway projects on 
which he worked. Looking forward, he intends to expand Missouri 
River Contractors to more locations across Montana.

D elving into the real estate industry upon his realization that the 
field afforded him opportunities to spend time with his family, 
Mario Di Marco also wanted to help others in the buying and 

selling of their homes. Attributing his success to the advice and 
encouragement of a mentor and his own open-minded nature, Mr. Di 
Marco has excelled as an acquisitions manager for Real Solutions Real 
Estate LLC in Grand Island, Florida, since 2015. He has also co-owned 
a martial arts studio for over 20 years, which was recognized as the 
Best Martial Arts Dojo of 2021 in Eustis, Florida.

Maintaining affiliation with the Better Business Bureau, Mr. Di Marco 
was influenced by his family members, including his parents, his wife 
Chelsea, and his children Cora and Silas. He advises future real estate 
professionals to remain honest in transactions, demonstrate integrity, 
persevere in the face of struggle and always continue learning. 
Although his career has been filled with highlights, he is especially 
proud of being a father. Looking forward, he intends to travel with his 
family. Particularly, he would like to buy a sailboat and spend time 
sailing the ocean.

MARIO DI MARCO
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E arly on, Lakina Fulks was encouraged to delve into real estate while 
working for a property management company. While being asked 
to show clients properties, the company recognized her talent 

in interacting with clients. Now a certified real estate and negotiation 
expert and a designated seller representative specialist, Ms. Fulks has 
excelled as a realtor in the Metropolitan Detroit area of Michigan since 
2010. Alongside this pursuit, she is also the founder of The Treasure 
Within, a girl’s empowerment program, and the vice president of The 
Lost and Found Christian Association.

Notably, Ms. Fulks is a best-selling writer, having co-authored 
“Dreamer on the Rise” and authored “Why: A Young Girl’s Search 
for the Truth,” which was published in 2019. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in business and a master’s degree in social justice, both from 
Marygrove College. A motivational speaker in her spare time, Ms. Fulks 
was recently recognized with the Hidden Gem Award for The Treasure 
Within in 2021. Previously, she was interviewed in K.I.S.H. Magazine 
for her real estate, educational and writing prowess. Looking forward, 
she intends to continue working on housing programs for her local 
community.

REALTOR

Lake Orion, MI

A real estate professional, Corey Hasting has excelled as the owner 
and broker of Engel & Völkers Jacksonville since 2018. Drawn to 
the field of real estate by his mother, a broker, Mr. Hasting earned 

his real estate license in 2013. In early 2017, a friend encouraged 
him to purchase the franchise rights to Engel & Völkers and, after an 
interview, he was thrilled with the opportunity to bring the firm to 
Jacksonville. He officially purchased the rights in November 2017.

Mr. Hasting has led his brokerage to win numerous awards, including 
ranking among the Top 10 in the Engel & Völkers Americas Network for 
most closed transactions in 2019 and 2020, and his office has been 
awarded 13 Engel & Völkers Florida awards since its launch – the most 
awarded Florida franchise in company history. He was a member of 
the class of 2020 for the 40 Under 40 list by the Jacksonville Business 
Journal. In 2021, under his leadership, Engel & Völkers Jacksonville 
was named the 12th Fastest Growing Company in Northeast Florida 
and the #1 Fastest Growing Real Estate Brokerage. Looking forward, 
he intends to grow Engel & Völkers Jacksonville.

OWNER, BROKER

Engel & Völkers Jacksonville
Jacksonville Beach, FL

COREY HASTING

LAKINA FULKS
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BROKER ASSOCIATE

JJ Elek Real Estate
Carteret, NJ

SENIOR BROKERAGE 
ASSOCIATE

Trinity Partners
Columbia, SC

SUKHWINDER KAUR

D eciding to delve into the real estate industry as it would provide 
her with the flexibility and freedom to schedule her own hours, 
Sukhwinder Kaur has excelled as a broker associate with JJ Elek 

Real Estate since 2005. Throughout the course of her career in real 
estate, Ms. Kaur has been grateful for the opportunities to take care 
of her family and simultaneously establish a pronounced career, and 
she has earned a myriad of accolades since beginning in the field. The 
recipient of Silver Circle of Excellence Awards between 2012 and 2015, 
she has also earned numerous Gold Circle of Excellence Awards since 
2016. Additionally, she was named a Top Producing Agent in 2016, 
winning the title amid the 100 agents nominated for the honor.

Earlier in her career, Ms. Kaur worked in consulting, retail and sales, 
and environmental science. She previously earned a bachelor’s degree 
in environmental science from St. John’s University in 1997. Outside of 
her primary work, she enjoys volunteering in her community. Looking 
toward the future, she intends to leverage her status as a business 
executive and mother to inspire others to pursue the same feats.

H ailing from a family of real estate professionals, William Thomas 
Mills originally desired to pursue the field of law before deciding 
to embark upon a journey is real estate. Completing a bankruptcy 

law internship at Bailey Law Firm and a civil law internship at the 
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office, he served as a legal courier 
for Ellis Lawhorne & Sims, P.A., in 2008. Mr. Mills attained a BA in 
economics from Wofford College in 2011 and went on to join Wilson 
Kibler as an associate for the following six years. From 2017 to 2019, he 
subsequently excelled as a senior associate. Since 2019, Mr. Mills has 
thrived as a senior brokerage associate for Trinity Partners.

Holding a real estate license in the State of South Carolina, Mr. Mills 
notably received the Power Broker Award for Top Retail Leasing Broker 
by the Costar Group in 2016. He attributes his profound success to 
the resources he has leveraged throughout his career, as well as his 
network of mentors. Looking toward the future, Mr. Mills intends to do 
more development work. He would also like to earn more property.

WILLIAM THOMAS MILLS
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A native of Australia, Jonathan Noel earned an associate degree 
from the University of New South Wales in 2001 and began 
working in the heating, ventilation and air conditioning industry. 

First serving as an HVAC technician for York Air Conditioning, he then 
joined Alliance Refrigeration, where he remained for three years, as 
well as Austral Refrigeration in 1997. After immigrating to the United 
States in 2019, he founded Refrigeration Solutions, where he has since 
served as owner.

The recipient of a contractor’s license and certificate III in 
refrigeration and air conditioning, Mr. Noel also holds a commercial 
and mechanical license in the State of South Carolina. He attributes 
his immense success to hard work, having always had an affinity for 
working with his hands and figuring out how mechanisms function. 
Although his career has been filled with highlights, he says his most 
notable achievement has been his family. He is incredibly proud of his 
daughter, Sydney, and would one day like to afford her the opportunity 
to attend a prestigious private school to enhance her education. 
Looking forward, he intends to experience the continued success of 
Refrigeration Solutions.
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Refrigeration Solutions
Taylors, SC

M ary M. Sisk’s husband, Virgil, established Sisk Painting and 
Roofing, LLC, in 1980. As a newly married couple, Ms. Sisk and 
her husband worked collaboratively at the business until Mr. 

Sisk retired in 2016. Upon her husband’s retirement, Ms. Sisk took 
over the family business as owner, renaming it Sisk Construction, LLC, 
where she remains today. Over the course of the 40-plus years of the 
business’ establishment, she and her husband notably worked with 
hot tar roofing and shingling. Among her career achievements, Ms. 
Sisk is especially proud of restoring the Bates County Courthouse in 
Butler, Missouri, which was completed in four phases by 2007. In light 
of the outstanding restoration, their work was featured in Missouri 
Magazine, West Central Electric Magazine and St. Luke’s Magazine. 
Looking forward, Ms. Sisk intends to pass down the company to their 
youngest son.

Outside of her work appointments, Ms. Sisk sponsors various 
charity groups, including her local church. Recently, she installed a 
new communion rail alter at her church, which she offered free-of-
charge. In five years’ time, she intends to continue working and serving 
her community in volunteering capacities.

OWNER, PARTNER

Sisk Construction, LLC
Holden, MO

MARY M. SISK

JONATHAN NOEL
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PRESIDENT, CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Nancy Harvey Steorts & 
Associates

McLean, VA

NANCY HARVEY STEORTS

N ancy Harvey Steorts has accrued over 60 years’ experience within 
government, real estate, media and international management 
consulting. Establishing Nancy Harvey Steorts & Associates 

in 2000, where she has served as president and chief executive 
officer, she also developed Nancy Harvey Steorts International in 
1990 in Washington, D.C., and Dallas. Since 2010, she has excelled 
as an associate broker for Long and Foster Real Estate, Christy’s 
International Real Estate.

Ms. Steorts was the official U.S. representative to the Public Health, 
Medical Equipment and Drugs Exposition in Moscow and a delegate 
to the U.S. Working Committee on Standards between Russia and the 
U.S. The former chairperson of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, she has spoken across the globe on safety, regulatory and 
women’s issues; authored numerous award-winning books; and hosted, 
produced and appeared on network television and radio shows. An 
alumnus of Syracuse University (SU), she received the George P. Arents 
Medal for Excellence in Government from SU. Other accolades include 
the Margaret Dana Award from ASTM International and induction into 
the Northern Virginia Association of Realtors Hall of Fame.
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Research Institute’s Educational Site Licensing 
Project at American University and serving on the 
board of the National Initiative for a Networked 
Cultural History.

Dr. Albrecht is a past president of the Visual 
Resources Association, served as co-chair of 
the Visual Resources Association’s Summer 
Educational Institute and participated in the U.S. 
Department of Commerce Conference on Fair Use. 
She was appointed to the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, a Senate-approved Presidential 
appointment. In 2012, the Visual Resources 
Association bestowed the Distinguished 
Service Award to Dr. Albrecht for her exemplary 
professional work in service to the Visual 
Resources Association and to the visual resources 
field. Likewise, she was featured in the book 
“How Women Lead,” authored by Sharon Hadary. 
Dr. Albrecht’s book, “The Machine Anxieties of 
Steampunk: Contemporary Philosophy, Victorian 
Aesthetics, and the Future” was published in 2021.

D
r. Kathe Hicks Albrecht has over 30 
years of experience in art history, 
education, aesthetics and art curation. 
At an early age, she was encouraged 
to study history and philosophy and 

to explore the field of aesthetics. Fostering her 
intellectual spirit, she attended the University of 
California Los Angeles, where she earned a BA in 
art history in 1975. She then attended American 
University and received an MA in art history 
in 1989. Dr. Albrecht then joined American 
University as the curator of their Visual Resources 
Center, where she led the center’s development 
from a film-based media library into a collection 
of digital media. During this time, she transferred 
the existing visual resources to a digital format. 
She retired from American University in 2014.

In 2014, Dr. Albrecht began teaching art history 
at Northern Virginia Community College while 
studying at the Institute for Doctoral Studies in the 
Visual Arts (IDSVA). She received a PhD from IDSVA 
in philosophy and aesthetics in 2017, focusing 
her research on contemporary aesthetics. Since 
receiving her doctorate, she has served as a special 
faculty member at the Institute. Dr. Albrecht has 
also been involved in the coordination of the Getty 

KATHE HICKS 
ALBRECHT, PHD

SPECIAL FACULTY

Institute for Doctoral Studies in the Visual Arts
La Jolla, CA
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and 1972, respectively, in 1974 she secured a 
Fulbright student exchange grant to study at 
the University of Warsaw in Poland. She studied 
Polish art history and, through visits to the 
National Museums, she discovered the richness 
of the Polish visual arts tradition. Several years 
later, she entered a graduate school program in 
art history at the University of Texas at Austin, 
receiving a PhD in art history in 1989. From 
Queen’s University at Kingston in Canada, she 
obtained a Master of Art Conservation in 2000. 

Drawing upon her extensive formative 
experiences, Dr. Cavanaugh has excelled as 
a Conservator of Paintings in Oregon since 
2002. She established her private practice, Jan 
Cavanaugh Paintings Conservation Services, 
first in Eugene and later in Portland. Earlier in 
her career, she served as the Curator for the 
Douglas F. Cooley Memorial Art Gallery at Reed 
College, assistant professor at the University 
of Hawaii at Manoa as well as the University of 
Missouri at Columbia, and adjunct professor at 
the University of Oregon in Eugene. 

Demonstrating versatility in her field, Dr. 
Cavanaugh was the editor for “The Modernist 
Aesthetic in Polish Art,” Canadian-American 
Slavic Studies 21, nos 1-2, 1987, and the author 
of an exhibition catalog, titled “Selections from 
the Reed College Art Collection,” in 1989. She 
received several doctoral and postdoctoral grants 
for research in Poland and, in 2000, her book 
“Out Looking In: Early Modern Polish Art, 1890-
1918” was the very first comprehensive study 
of such a topic to be published in the English 
language. She has maintained membership with 
the College Art Association of America, Society 
of Historians of Eastern European, Eurasian and 
Russian Art and Architecture, the American 
Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic 
Works, and the Western Association for Art 
Conservation.

A
n art conservator and historian 
for several decades, Dr. Jan C. 
Cavanaugh’s love for art began at an 
early age. It led her to make art, study 
its historical evolution, write and 

lecture on it, and restore paintings. Receiving 
a BA in English literature and MA in art from 
the University of California Berkeley in 1967 

JAN C. CAVANAUGH,  
PHD, MAC

CONSERVATOR OF PAINTINGS, ART HISTORIAN

Jan Cavanaugh Paintings Conservation Services
Portland, OR
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W
hen he was just 5 years old, Ric Conn picked up a pencil for 
the very first time. Discovering the significance of light and 
shadow, he used his own arm as a model, thereby cementing 
his love of art from a formative age. As he grew older, Mr. 
Conn explored the complexities of shading during his 

experimentation with freehand drawing and knew he wanted to become an 
artist. In 1975, he graduated from Anne Arundel Community College with 
an AA in multimedia, followed by coursework at the Maryland Institute of 
Art and Corcoran College of Art. For the subsequent 30 years, he served 
as a graphic arts professional for the Anne Arundel and Prince George’s 
County governments.

Since 2005, Mr. Conn has excelled as an artist in his own studio, Ric Conn 
Studios, in Stevensville, Maryland. At his studio, he specializes in oil, acrylic, 
gouache, charcoal and ink artwork. Locally and nationally renowned, he 
has been recognized as a “Master of Contemporary Art” for his recent 
work, which often address inequity and unjust social issues inflicted upon 
women’s rights. A noted expressionist, Mr. Conn performs in the traditional 
and contemporary styles, exemplifying his own perspectives of society in 
Western culture. Visit https://www.ricconn.com/viewcollection/50290.

Notably, Mr. Conn’s work has been exhibited at the Grimandi Gallery in 
New York and was entered into the “Paraiso” event at M.A.D.S. Gallery in 
Milan, Italy, between July and August of 2021. Additionally, his work can 
be viewed online through Saatchi Art and Singulart. To remain abreast of 
developments in the art world, he is a member of the Kent Island Federation 
of Art, where he has been a past president of the board of directors and a 
board member.

In light of his outstanding achievements, Mr. Conn was honored with 
the Collectors Choice Award from Art Tour International Magazine in 
2021, having previously been named Artivist of the Year in 2019 and 2020. 
Furthermore, he was honored as Artist of the Decade every year from 2010 
to 2020 by Art Tour International Magazine and was highlighted as Best 
Artist in the Stevensville Hall of Fame.

RIC CONN
ARTIST

Ric Conn Studios
Stevensville, MD

https://www.ricconn.com/viewcollection/50290
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During his tenure with Disney, he was most 
notable for serving as the executive producer 
and creative director for the main entrance of 
Disneyland in Shanghai, which allowed him 
to travel frequently to China and live briefly in 
Shanghai during the project’s construction.

Mr. Davis was first introduced to Disney 
during his graduate studies at California 
State University, Long Beach, when he was 
approached by the manager of the entertainment 
art department, Clare Graham. Drawing upon a 
BFA from Youngstown State University and an 
MFA from CSU Long Beach, Mr. Davis has been 
successful in bridging the gap between the 
arts and entertainment industry and business 
management. Alongside his primary work 
endeavors, he has showcased his artwork at 
several Los Angeles-based galleries, such as the 
MorYork Gallery, Brendan Walter Gallery and 
Piezo Electric Gallery. Likewise, he has had his 
artwork displayed at the Holly Solomon Gallery 
in New York and Gallery 114 in Portland, Oregon.

For his professional achievements, Mr. Davis 
was named an Honored Alumnus by Youngstown 
State University in 2017 and an Honored 
Alumnus by Salem High School in 2021. Profiled 
in a number of publications since the inception 
of his career, he has been discussed in the 
Youngstown Vindicator and Salem News, as well 
as in such books as “Out of the Fiery Furnace” by 
Howard Hitchcock and “An Animator’s Gallery – 
David Goldberg Draws the Disney Characters” by 
David Bossert.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Davis is 
currently focusing his efforts on a new series 
of art pieces at his Los Angeles studio. 
Additionally, he intends to continue lecturing at 
various universities across the nation, including 
Youngstown State University, the University 
of Southern California and California State 
University, Long Beach.

S
ince 1979, Larry A. Davis has been 
the president and owner of the 
eponymously named Larry A. Designs 
in Los Angeles. Concurrent to this role, 
he pursued a myriad of prestigious 

roles with the Walt Disney Company for 31 years, 
which allowed him to continue maintaining 
his design company for the past 40-plus years. 

LARRY A. DAVIS
PRESIDENT, OWNER

Larry A. Designs
Los Angeles, CA
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University of Nevada, and past dean of fine arts at 
Illinois State University, where he was honored as 
the first fine arts world outreach professor and art-
ist-in-residence. Likewise, Mr. Gordon is a global ex-
pert in dance instruction, having served as an art-
ist-in-residence, consultant and lecturer at over 200 
professional dance companies and cultural facili-
ties. Further, he has received over 150 commissions 
for original art in choreography, painting, drawing 
and theatrical design and is invited for exhibitions 
worldwide for watercolor paintings, collage and 
mixed media, and handmade paper scrolls.

Mr. Gordon earned the Japan Foundation 
Professional Fellowship, three Fulbright-Hays 
grants and a DFA from the Nishikawa School in 
Japan. He has contributed written works to Japan 
Modern Dance Quarterly, Choom Korea, Okura 
Lantern, Dance Scope, and Impressions, the 
journal of the Japanese Art Society of America. 
He was a columnist for Wisconsin Capital Times, 
Japan’s Asahi Evening News and the Korea Times.

W
hile attending college in his early 
years, Lonny Joseph Gordon 
contemplated on pursuing a career 
in the sciences. Studying petroleum 
engineering, he cultivated 

friendships with individuals in the fine arts 
program, thereby prompting him to complete a 
course in modern dance. Through this course and 
the mentorship of others, he was encouraged to 
focus on dance theater as his academic major. As 
such, he earned a BFA from the University of Texas 
in 1965 and an MFA in painting and choreography 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1967.

Currently, Mr. Gordon excels as executive  
director and founder of GORDONDANCE 1968. 
For more than five decades, the business has 
been recognized extensively for its authenticity  
and unique approach to dance. Particularly,  
Mr. Gordon and GORDONDANCE 1968 are  
acclaimed for their blend of strength and delica-
cy in performance, as well as their emphasis on 
the human spirit in art. Alongside this endeavor,  
Mr. Gordon is the chief executive officer of Gordon  
Ranch 1902, a working ranch and fine art incuba-
tor that was founded by his grandfather in 1902.

Outside of his primary ventures, Mr. Gordon is a 
past professor and resident artist at the University 
of Wisconsin, past chair of dance and director of 
development at the Performing Arts Center at the 

LONNY JOSEPH 
GORDON

FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
GORDONDANCE 1968

PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,  
GORDON RANCH 1902

San Juan, TX
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as the executive director of the Conejo Players 
Theater in Thousand Oaks between 1968 
and 2010, accruing more than 40 years in his 
position. During this time, he also served as an 
arts commissioner for two terms for the City of 
Thousand Oaks from 1986 to 1992.

Between 1962 and 1967, Mr. Johnson served 
as a television stage manager and set designer 
for Station KHJ-TV Channel 9, who promoted 
him to producer, director and production 
manager until 1981. Beginning in 1981, he 
served the television station as an assistant 
program director and executive producer until 
his retirement from the industry in 1990. During 
his tenure, he was the executive producer 
of the television programs “Off-Hand,” “Teen 
Talk,” “Taking ‘High’ Out of High School” and 
“School Beat,” which all earned Emmy Awards 
during the 1980s. Additionally, Mr. Johnson 
directed several plays during his career, such 
as “Kiss Me Kate,” “Peter Pan,” Guys & Dolls,” “A 
Thousand Clowns,” “The Most Happy Fellow” 
and “Candide.”

Notably, Mr. Johnson was the campaign 
director for Alliance for the Arts between 
1990 and 1996, as well as the chair of the 
board of the California Museum of Art 
Thousand Oaks. He has maintained affiliation 
with the Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences, the Arts Council of Conejo Valley 
and the University of California Los Angeles 
Theater Arts Alumni Association. Previously 
he actively served in the United States Naval 
Reserves from 1954 to 1957.

To attest to his success, Mr. Johnson received 
an Arts Advocate Award from the Conejo Players 
Theater in 2015 and a Twilight Award from Gold 
Coast Performing Arts in 1995. He also earned 
the Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2019.

R
ichard Turner Johnson is renowned 
in Los Angeles and Thousand Oaks, 
California, for his advocacy in the 
arts, entertainment and theatre 
industries. Drawing upon a BA and 

an MA in theater arts from the University of 
California Los Angeles, he most notably served 

RICHARD TURNER 
JOHNSON

TELEVISION PRODUCER, CONSULTANT, 
COMMUNITY ARTS ADVOCATE

Thousand Oaks, CA
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foundation for his own inner and external success. 
In light of his exceptional painstaking work, 

Mr. Lam has been honored on several occasions. 
In 2019, he was featured among America’s Most 
Trusted Consultants through America’s Most 
Trusted Media. In addition, he received the Pablo 
Picasso Art Prize from the Country of France in 
2015 and the Michelangelo International Prize at 
the Artists’ Jubilee in Rome, Italy, also in 2015. Fur-
thermore, Mr. Lam received the Special Achieve-
ment Award from ICOM ASPAC. Among his many 
career achievements, however, he is especially 
proud of aiding international artists in achieving 
acclaim through his marketing techniques. 

Looking into the future, Mr. Lam intends to 
continue creating artwork for an art gallery, 
which is both for himself and for his own 
customers. He also will be happy to continue 
helping the international artistic community 
members in finding great opportunities for their 
own respective successes.

S
ince 2018, Michael Lam has excelled 
as an art consultant through Vision Art 
Media, in which he has served as an 
art curator and held greatly successful 
events throughout New York City and 

across the globe. As an artist himself, he has 
devoted himself on a full-time basis to artistic 
expression for 10 fruitful years. He understands 
the trials and tribulations that artists endure 
on a regular basis, particularly in relation to 
promoting success in artistic arenas. His ultimate 
goal through Vision Art Media is to help a myriad 
of artists obtain success in their respective fields. 

Previously appointed as an art advisor by 
many international art museums and also having 
received an academic title of a visiting lecturer 
from a university, Mr. Lam immigrated to the 
United States from East Asia over 25 years ago. In 
his spare time, he participates with and donates 
to the organization UNICEF, and he has further 
maintained active affiliation with the New York 
City Artists Association and the Oil and Acrylic 
Painting Association. He advises that his key to 
success is confidence in himself, and he also 
notes that his perseverance through struggles is a 

MICHAEL LAM
ART CONSULTANT

Vision Art Media
New York, NY
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A
t the inception of her career in 1979, Anna Denise Little, MFA, 
served as a researcher and technical assistant for WFSU-TV 
in Tallahassee, Florida, while studying toward her bachelor’s 
degree. Receiving her Bachelor of Arts from Florida State 
University in 1980, she relocated to New Jersey, where she served 

on the editorial staff of Burrelles Press Clipping Service until 1982. Shortly 
thereafter, she was a customer service and sales representative for Funk & 
Wagnalls, Inc., from 1982 to 1984 and an editor and media coordinator for 
Murdoch Magazines in New York City from 1984 to 1986.

In the latter stages of her career, Ms. Little served Hearst Magazines in New 
York City as a promotional and editorial manager for the Direct Response 
Group Division from 1986 to 1988, as well as a sales representative for Good 
Housekeeping Magazine from 1988 to 1989. Briefly serving as a key account 
specialist at The Faxon Company in 1989, she then joined Cablevision 
in Newark, New Jersey, in 1991, where she excelled as a programming 
operator until departing in 2000. Realizing her aptitude for the creative 
arts, she relocated to California and attended the American Film Institute, 
from whom she received an MFA in screenwriting in 2004.

Ms. Little has maintained membership with the Writers Society, the 
National Association of Female Executives, and the Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences, for whom she was a member of the Blue Ribbon 
Panel and an Emmy judge for its New York City chapter. Additionally, 
she formerly sat on the research board of directors of the American 
Biographical Institute.

Profiled in myriad Who’s Who publications, including in Who’s Who in 
the East, Who’s Who in the Media and Communication, Who’s Who in the 
World and Who’s Who of American Women, Ms. Little was also the recipient 
of a First Place Prize in Screenwriting and an Indie Gathering Award in 2014. 
Looking toward the future, she intends to experience the continued growth 
and success of her career.
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ANNA DENISE LITTLE, MFA
PROGRAMMING OPERATOR (RETIRED), SCREENWRITER

Cablevision
Los Angeles, CA
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A
nthony J. Michaels desired to pursue the arts from a formative 
age. Always interested in artistic endeavors, he frequently drew 
pictures for the walls of local tattoo shops as a teenager. As he got 
older and graduated high school, he became well regarded in his 
community for his concurrent skills in athleticism, particularly in 

basketball. He attended Pima Community College prior to commencing his 
career in tattooing and has since accrued more than 10 years of experience 
in the tattoo world.

Since 2018, Mr. Michaels has been the owner of Twenty Five Twelve 
Collective in Tucson, Arizona. Also an acclaimed artist at the tattoo studio, 
he is most notable for appearing on Spike TV’s famous show “Ink Master,” 
where he won the show’s grand prize during season seven in 2016. By 
doing so, he became the very first artist on the show to win the competition 
with the least amount of experience among all the other contestants. 
Additionally, regarded as being one of television’s most likeable and 
relatable reality television stars, he was invited back to “Ink Master” during 
their 10th season in 2018 to serve as a coach to new competitors.

Twenty Five Twelve Collective is comprised of several other artists who 
complete a full portfolio of work in all tattooing styles, including photo 
realism, portraits and script work. Other artists who have worked at the 
studio include Garrett Iaco, Nathan “Thor” Leal and Clyde “Shorty” Hardin. 
The studio is located on 2512 North Campbell Avenue in Tucson with open 
hours from 10:00am until 6:00pm, Mondays through Saturdays.

Mr. Michaels has won several Best of the Day and Best of Show Awards 
through the Glendale Convention for his esteemed tattoo work. He 
attributes his profound success to his ability to persevere, as well as his 
effort in pushing himself forward even during times of strife. For more 
information about Mr. Michaels and Twenty Five Twelve Collective, please 
visit https://www.2512collective.com. 
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ANTHONY J. MICHAELS
TATTOO ARTIST, OWNER

Twenty Five Twelve Collective
Tucson, AZ

https://www.2512collective.com/
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dancers and entertainers. Since her business’ 
inception, many of Ms. Odell’s students have 
competed in professional competitions and have 
worked for Broadway shows, feature films and 
television series. Some of her more prominent 
students have been stars Keri Russell and Justin 
Timberlake.

Alongside her dance studio, Ms. Odell has sat 
on the advisory board of Hope Haven Rwanda 
in Africa since 2010. Hope Haven Rwanda aims 
to transform Rwandan families through various 
educational ventures and discipleship. Looking 
forward, she intends to share the art of dance 
with Rwandan children through this organization. 
Additionally, she has served as the founder of 
Grace Designs, a costume company, since 2019.

Although her career has been suffused with 
highlights, Ms. Odell is especially proud of 
watching her dancers perform at the opening 
Olympic ceremony in Barcelona, Spain, in 
1992. While there, her dancers performed 
for 40 minutes and received much acclaim 
from audience members. Additionally, she is 
grateful for the Starstruck Academy of Dance 
being honored as a Top Studio three times 
between 2016 and 2018, and Ms. Odell herself 
was featured on the cover of Dance Teacher 
Magazine. Most recently, Starstruck Academy 
of Dance received the 2021 award for Best of 
Centennial, recognizing her studio as the best 
in the area.

Looking toward the future, Ms. Odell intends to 
train her three daughters – Chanel, Bree and Kylie 
– and have them take on more responsibility at 
her dance studio. She would also like to dedicate 
more of her time to Grace Designs, which was 
partly inspired by her mother, Grace. Ultimately, 
Ms. Odell emphasizes that her passion for dance 
should inspire emerging dancers to be “the best 
version of themselves.”

I
mmersed in the dance industry for nearly 
40 years, Lisa Holtz Odell has excelled as 
the owner of the Starstruck Academy of 
Dance in Centennial, Colorado, since 1984. 
Beginning the business when she was 

only 20 years old, she endeavored to instill her 
love of dance in others, particularly aspiring 

LISA HOLTZ ODELL
OWNER

Starstruck Academy of Dance
Centennial, CO
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USA has four galleries within Las Vegas, as well 
as six additional galleries across the United 
States. Presently, Mr. Peck is working with 
the latest technology to update their gallery 
lighting components. The goal of this project 
is to showcase an optimal viewing experience 
for gallery visitors who wish to view Peter 
Lik’s celebrated and newest works. For more 
information, visit https://lik.com. 

Mr. Peck considers himself an amateur astro-
photographer and is a member of the Las Vegas 
Astronomical Society. He enjoys photograph-
ing outer space, constellations and areas of the 
night sky. Mr. Peck is known throughout his com-
pany and community as an engaging individu-
al who is always willing to give a helping hand.  
He considers everyone with whom he works 
to be a partner with whom he may collaborate.  
Mr. Peck is especially proud of the excitement 
his partners experience when they successfully 
collaborate on a project in their trade.

R
oland Ellis Peck, third generation in the 
photographic industry, grew up at his  
father’s photography supply store, 
where he often worked to help the family 
business. His paternal grandfather was 

also a photofinisher — an individual who develops 
and prints film photography in a darkroom. Draw-
ing upon these experiences, Mr. Peck developed 
an innate interest in photography and its involved 
processes, particularly on the printing side. Over 
the years, Mr. Peck’s career has covered various 
arenas in the photo industry, lending himself to 
a dynamic understanding of his field. To this day, 
he continually stays updated on the technologies 
and emerging methodologies in his ever-evolving 
industry. With his accruing knowledge, Mr. Peck is 
considered a master in the art of printing.

Since 2006, Mr. Peck has focused his career 
serving as the director of research and 
development at Peter Lik USA. Based in Las 
Vegas, this facility was established by renowned 
Australian master photographer, Peter Lik, and 
produces high-end fine art photography printing 
and framing. Mr. Peck oversees the research 
and development department and ensures 
the quality standard of all photographs that 
are produced for Peter Lik’s galleries. Peter Lik 

ROLAND ELLIS 
PECK

DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Peter Lik USA
Las Vegas, NV

https://lik.com/
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A
n expert chess player as well as an accomplished author and 
publisher, Sam Sloan has excelled as the sole proprietor and 
president of Ishi Press since 1986, a publishing company that has 
distributed more than 100 books regarding Go, a popular Chinese 
board game. Alongside its book releases about Go, Ishi Press has 

further published books on chess and ancient Chinese chess, also known 
as Xiangqi, which has been in existence for more than 2,000 years. Ishi 
Press was founded in 1968 by Richard Bozulich, a classmate of Mr. Sloan, 
who appointed Mr. Sloan as president of the company in light of his prior 
experience in finance.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Sloan served as a securities trader and specialist 
in over-the-counter securities, during which time he specialized in 
recovering business assets for companies that had declared bankruptcy. 
Subsequently, he served as an advisor for Don Dailey, with whom Mr. 
Sloan collaborated to create the chess program Rex. During his ventures 
in finance and publishing, Mr. Sloan authored the book “Chinese Chess for 
Beginners,” which was published by Ishi Press in 1989.

Alongside his primary endeavors, Mr. Sloan has served as a competitive 
chess player since the 1950s, during which time he became the youngest 
player at the National Capital Open Chess Tournament in Washington, 
D.C., in 1959. In more recent times, he has competed in the World 
Championships of Xiangqi, earned a Silver Medal in the senior division 
of the World Memory Championship in China in 2011 and was named a 
Foreign Master by the World Xiangqi Federation.

In light of his success, Mr. Sloan has served on the executive board 
of the United States Chess Federation in 2006 and has been highlighted 
in several high-profile publications including Sports Illustrated. Looking 
toward the future, he intends to delve deeper into politics, having 
previously served as a democratic candidate for New York’s 13th and 14th  
Congressional Districts.

SAM SLOAN
SOLE PROPRIETOR, PARTNER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Ishi Press
Oakland, CA
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D
rawing upon a BA and an MA in modern history from Oxford 
University, Sir Howard Stringer was born in Wales and traveled to 
the United States in 1965. Only six weeks after acquiring a position 
at WCBS-TV, he was drafted into the U.S. Army, where he spent 
the subsequent 10 months in Vietnam as a military policeman. 

Following his military tenure, Mr. Stringer returned to CBS in 1967, where he 
remained for three decades as a journalist, producer and senior executive. 
During his time with CBS, he served as president of CBS, Inc., where he 
oversaw all broadcast activities, and the network became the first network 
to go from third to first place in ratings in one season. Additionally, he is a 
past president of CBS News and past executive producer of CBS Evening 
News with Dan Rather and CBS Reports. As executive producer, the CBS 
Evening News became the dominant news broadcast in the early 1980s, 
with a share of 26% compared to 20% for ABC and NBC.

After departing from CBS, Mr. Stringer joined Sony Corporation in 1997, 
where he held such roles as chairman of the board, chairman, president 
and chief executive officer until his retirement in 2013. During his time with 
Sony, he spearheaded the introduction of Blu-ray discs as the global digital 
standard for DVDs and coordinated the successful integration of Sony’s 
electronics and entertainment industries. In 2020, he retired from serving 
as chairman of the American Film Institute in Los Angeles after 20 years.

Mr. Stringer obtained honorary doctorates from the University of Arts 
in London, the University of Glamorgan in Wales, Oxford University and 
the American Film Institute. He earned a First Amendment Leadership 
Award from the Radio and Television News Directors Foundation and 
was inducted into the Broadcasting and Cable Hall of Fame, both in 1996. 
Likewise, he earned the 1999 Steven J. Ross Humanitarian Award from the 
UJA-Federation of New York and 2007 Visionary Award from the Museum 
of Television and Radio, and was named among the 100 Most Influential 
People of the World by TIME Magazine in 2005. He also received the title of 
Knight from Queen Elizabeth II in 1999.

SIR HOWARD STRINGER
ELECTRONICS EXECUTIVE (RETIRED)

Sony Corporation
Chinnor Hill, United Kingdom
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D
uring his high school years, Arthur Wiederhold established 
a comic book company with his friends, titled “A Series of 
Underground Comics.” Although the company was short-lived, 
Mr. Wiederhold still held a desire to continue his efforts in the 
comic book and authorship industries. In 2017, he founded AW 

COMIX in Saint Louis, Missouri, where he offers a myriad of comic books 
to consumers across the region. Alongside this endeavor, Mr. Wiederhold 
excels as a freelance reporter and photographer, and has served the United 
States Postal Service since 1993.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Wiederhold was involved in the United States 
Army from 1980 to 1984, where he was a specialist. After three years, he 
joined the United States Navy as a petty officer, serving in that position 
between 1987 and 1989. Demonstrating versatility in his field, he also 
served as a semi-professional baseball player for the New York Yankees for 
a period of time. Additionally, he has authored more than 35 books over his 
lifetime, including his first book, “The Adventure of Thule.” Mr. Wiederhold 
considers writing and publishing this book among the highlights of his 
career. For his efforts in writing, the United States Army honored him with 
an award.

Additionally, Mr. Wiederhold was the creator of “Second Dawn” in the 
1980s, which was a fantasy world game that became immensely popular 
among fantasy gamers. Civically involved as well, he has donated prolifically 
to various Native American organizations, as well as the Salvation Army. He 
draws upon an associate degree in history and journalism from Excelsior 
College, which he obtained in 1982.

Mr. Wiederhold attributes his success to his determination and a little bit 
of luck. Growing up in New York, he learned quickly that he had to become 
self-determined and self-motivated to succeed, and his street smarts have 
propelled him forward in his respective industries. Looking toward the 
future, he intends to pass AW COMIX down to other artists and writers, as 
well as write more books.

ARTHUR WIEDERHOLD
OWNER

AW COMIX
Saint Louis, MO
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A t the inception of her career, Annette Bolton served as a legal 
secretary and paralegal for 20 years, in which she was largely 
inspired by the acclaimed television show “Perry Mason.” 

Subsequent to her resignation from the legal field, as well as the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Ms. Bolton decided 
to dedicate her life to writing and authorship on a full-time basis. 
Writing several columns and articles for her local newspaper, she also 
authored “19th Century Love Affair of Joseph Smith and Emma Hale” 
in 2017 and “Home Schooling and the Four D’s” in 2011. She holds an 
associate degree, bachelor’s degree in criminal justice and master’s 
degree in educational leadership, receiving the lattermost degree 
from American Intercontinental University.

Currently, Ms. Bolton is in the process of writing and publishing 
her third book. Although her career is suffused with highlights, she is 
especially proud of being a torchbearer for the 2002 Paralympics and 
supporting her veteran husband when he was deployed to the Middle 
East. She and her husband were recognized by the Governor of Utah 
in 2002, as well as by military intelligence groups in Utah.
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A cclaimed for his exquisite light sculptures, Bill FitzGibbons 
has excelled as an artist for nearly five decades, in which he 
leverages LED and other forms of lighting to create contemporary 

sculptures across the globe. Recently in 2016, he installed the Kinetic 
Skyline – a permanent, site-specific LED light sculpture for the Bank of 
America plaza building in San Antonio. Earlier in his artistic career, he 
created light sculptures for Centro Chrome Tower and Culebra Plaza 
in San Antonio, Reykjavik Lights in Iceland, LightRails in Birmingham, 
Alabama, and Current Drift, a bridge project in collaboration with 
George Schroeder.

Drawing upon an MFA in sculpture and multimedia from Washington 
University in St. Louis, Mr. FitzGibbons previously served as a curator 
for Laumeier Sculpture Park, director of sculpture at the Visual Art 
Center in Anchorage, Alaska, department head of sculpture at the 
San Antonio Art Institute and executive director of the Blue Star 
Contemporary Art Museum. In 2014, he earned the CODA Award for 
LightRails, having also been named a Texas State Sculpture Artist 
by the Texas State Legislature in 2012 and a Fulbright Scholar by the 
Hungarian Art Academy in 1993.

ARTIST

Bill FitzGibbons, LLC
San Antonio, TX

BILL FITZGIBBONS

ANNETTE BOLTON
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PAINTER, PHOTOGRAPHER, 
ART HISTORIAN, 

PROFESSOR

University of Hawaii at Hilo
Hilo, HI

ARTIST, OWNER

Lambeth Studios
Midland, TX

ANDREW GRABAR

A ndrew Grabar was encouraged by his father, a painter, to pursue 
art. He earned an AA in visual communication and design from the 
Art Institute of Pittsburgh in 1967, followed by a BFA in painting 

from Carnegie-Mellon University in 1971. From there, he attended 
the University of Hawaii at Manoa, where he received an MFA in 
painting in 1983 and a professional degree in secondary art education 
in 1988. Since completing his edification, Mr. Grabar’s artwork has 
been displayed across the globe, including in Beijing, Ukraine, India, 
Bulgaria, Brazil and Spain. He is revered as an expert in photography, 
historical materials and historical forms of light-sensitive materials.

Since 2010, Mr. Grabar has excelled as a full professor of art at the 
University of Hawaii at Hilo. In previous years, he was an assistant 
professor and associate professor of art at the University of Hawaii 
at Hilo. He was awarded a Fulbright Senior Scholar Award to Nepal in 
2004 and was an invited visiting professor to Tribhuvan University in 
Kathmandu. Additionally, he was honored with 2014-2015 Excellence 
in Teaching Awards from the University of Hawaii.

M ary Lynn Lambeth is an award-winning artist in watercolor and 
mixed media. She has a master’s degree in art education from 
Texas Tech University and a BFA in painting from Arizona State 

University, where she went under the name Mary Fish and received 
the Faculty Award for Excellence in Drawing. Ms. Lambeth has a 
passion for painting watercolors of Texas native wildflowers, inspired 
by her work as a Certified Texas Master Naturalist. She is a signature 
member of the Texas Watercolor Society, American Plains Artists 
Society and Montana Watercolor Society. She has taught art history 
and art appreciation at several campuses of the Lone Star College 
System in Houston, as well as after-school art classes in Katy, Texas, 
and Houston.

Ms. Lambeth was named the 2016 Volunteer of the Year by the 
Midland Arts Association. In 2021, she created The Lambeth Studio 
and Elbow Gallery. She was named Distinguished Artist by the Arts 
Council of Midland for the 38th Annual Celebration of the Arts in July 
2022. The Distinguished Artist Award is a high honor bestowed upon 
one artist per year for the past 38 years.

MARY LYNN LAMBETH
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S ince 2009, Maria Rabinky has excelled as an artist and illustrator 
with Rabinky Art LLC in Richmond, Virginia, where she focuses 
her efforts on traditional and digital illustrations. Specializing 

in such areas as architectural and map illustrations, greeting cards, 
invitations and other custom illustration, Ms. Rabinky’s work has 
been featured in a myriad of publications. Notably, her art was 
selected for inclusion in Golf Digest, Bosch, Nissan, the Library of 
Congress and the University of California, among other clients. Prior 
to establishing her business, Ms. Rabinky worked as an artist with 
Rau & Associates, an illustrator with HKS, an architect with Griffey, 
Strollo Associate Architects, and an interior designer with the Art 
Fund of St. Petersburg.

Drawing upon an MFA in art and architecture from the Academy of 
Fine Arts in her native Russia, Ms. Rabinky has experienced many 
highlights in her career. However, among these, she is especially 
proud of building a versatile portfolio based upon her work with her 
countless clients. She is especially revered for her map illustrations, 
which have been utilized by various puzzle companies. Looking 
forward, she intends to experience continued career growth.

ARTIST, OWNER

Rabinky Art LLC
Richmond, VA

S ince 1994, Nancy Reynolds has excelled as the director of 
research at the George Balanchine Foundation, where she also 
directs the George Balanchine Foundation Video Archives. The 

archives are a series of collections of seasoned dancers on whom 
Balanchine created choreography, and they have since been leveraged 
to coach contemporary dancers. A former professional ballet dancer, 
Ms. Reynolds studied at the School of American Ballet in the 1950s 
and danced under the direction of Balanchine for five years at the New 
York City Ballet. Following this pursuit, she earned a BA at Columbia 
University, as well as studied at the Goethe Institut and the Sorbonne.

In the 1960s, Ms. Reynolds served as an editor for Praeger Publishers. 
In 1977, she authored her first book, “Repertory in Review: Forty Years 
of the New York City Ballet,” which won the de la Torre Bueno Prize. 
She co-authored “No Fixed Points: Dance in the Twentieth Century” in 
2003, among myriad other books and articles. Ms. Reynolds earned 
the 2012 Dance Critics Association Special Award for Dance Writing 
and the 2013 New York Dance and Performance Award for Outstanding 
Service to the Field of Dance.

DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH 
AND VIDEO ARCHIVES

George Balanchine 
Foundation

Brooklyn, NY

NANCY REYNOLDS

MARIA RABINKY
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ARTIST, BRONZE SCULPTOR

Brighton, CO

KATHY WARDLE

A noteworthy fine artist for more than 30 years, Kathy Wardle has 
also recently excelled as a bronze sculptor for the past 10 years 
in which she has constructed large bronze statues and public art 

pieces for such entities as corporations, individuals, and local cities 
and towns. Emphasizing that she seeks to exemplify the essence of 
storytelling within her artwork, she previously exhibited her art 
in galleries across the nation and has won a myriad of accolades. 
Notably, she earned the 2017-2018 People’s Choice Award, the 2016 
Master of Arts Award of Excellence, and the 2014 Founders Choice 
Award at the Women Artists of the West National Exhibit. Likewise, she 
was elected to receive funding to create sculptures from the Scientific 
and Cultural Facilities District Grant.

Supported by a BA in mass media from Colorado State University 
and MA in fine arts from the University of Colorado, Ms. Wardle 
commenced her career as an art teacher at numerous school 
districts across the State of Colorado. Shortly thereafter, she served 
as an adjunct professor of digital design at the University of Northern 
Colorado until her academic retirement in 2007.
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From 2019 to 2021, he was chief business officer 
of Synergy Global Technologies. Since 2021, 
Mr. Bibireddy has excelled as chief executive 
officer of global operations for Baanyan Software 
Services, Inc.

Mr. Bibireddy pursued executive management 
coursework at Harvard Business School, 
earning a certification in global strategic 
management in 2011. He is certified with a Lean 
Six Sigma Black Belt and is a certified expert in 
quality management. He is especially proud of 
growing companies that were struggling and 
restructuring their internal processes to meet 
the expectations of growth.

Married to his wife, Supriya, a postgraduate 
student of science, Mr. Bibireddy has two 
children: Ashish and Niharika. Ashish is studying 
medicine at the University of Central Florida and 
has an MPH from Johns Hopkins University, and 
Niharika was accepted to the MBA Program at 
the NYU Stern School of Business.

B
orn in India, Pundarika P. Bibireddy 
enrolled in Osmania University, 
receiving a BS in mathematics, 
physics and applied electronics in 
1982. Following his receipt of his 

degree, he served Johnson & Johnson in India 
for 16 years, in which he advanced from sales 
training associate to regional sales executive. 
Mr. Bibireddy served Intelligroup as an SAP 
sales and distribution consultant and SNR 
Softech Limited as general manager of the 
Asia-Pacific region. He then became the vice 
president of international operations at Cyber 
World Solutions.

Mr. Bibireddy immigrated to the U.S. in 2001. 
He joined SRG America in 2002, where he was 
chief operating officer for seven years. From 
2008 to 2009, he was chief operating officer 
and executive vice president of global sales at 
Infokall, Inc., followed by an appointment with 
Bartronics America, Inc., from 2009 to 2012. 
Shortly thereafter, he served Bartronics Group 
Companies as chief executive officer of global 
operations until 2016 and SBP Consulting, Inc., as 
director of global business operations until 2018. 

PUNDARIKA P. 
BIBIREDDY

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Baanyan Software Services, Inc.
Edison, NJ
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doctorate in business management in 2020. She is 
proud of earning her doctorate and publishing her 
dissertation, “Strengthening Research to Improve 
the Practice and Management of Long-Term Care.”

In 2006, Dr. De La Paz was an employer 
consultant with South Florida Workforce until 
2014. She then joined Independent Living 
Systems (ILS), a health services company that 
develops, delivers and manages community-
based services and nutritional support for 
America’s Medicaid, Medicare, dual eligible and 
special needs populations.

Dr. De La Paz excelled in several roles with ILS, 
leading to vice president of human resources 
in their market presence in California, Illinois, 
New York, Florida, Virginia and New Mexico. She 
later joined VativoRx, LLC in 2022 as executive 
vice president of human resources, overseeing 
all human resources functions, auditing liability 
and potential risk of the organization through 
ensuring the highest level of compliance. She 
serves on the executive team that provides 
support and companywide business strategy.

Further, Dr. De La Paz is owner and president 
of The Recruitment Group, DBA HR me, a high-
end platform that maintains small- to mid-size 
business HR compliance with all mandatory 
auditing services. HR me creates HR policies 
that protect businesses and standardize their 
culture, ensures overall federal and state 
compliance, provides employee trainings, 
employee development, and professional 
dedicated HR managers with over five years’ 
experience, that will ensure businesses meets 
their regulatory HR requirements. HR me 
managers are available 24/7 via chat, phone calls 
and Zoom, and will attend onsite conferences as 
needed to identify HR gaps in operations so each 
business runs smoothly. Please reference www.
hrmenow.com, www.linkedin.com/in/johanny-de-
la-paz-19b166245, and hrmenow22@gmail.com.

H
olding over 15 years’ experience in 
human resources and talent acquisition 
in health care, Dr. Johanny B. De La 
Paz immigrated to the U.S. from the 
Dominican Republic at age 9. She 

attended St. Thomas University, earning a BA 
in criminal science in 2008 and MA in business 
administration in 2011. She then obtained a 

DR. JOHANNY B. 
DE LA PAZ

OWNER AND PRESIDENT, HR ME CONSULTING

VICE PRESIDENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES, 
VATIVORX, LLC

Miami, FL

BUSINESS SERVICES, CONSULTING AND HUMAN RESOURCES

https://hrmenow.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/johanny-de-
mailto:hrmenow22@gmail.com
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A
lways possessing a managerial spirit and good-natured attitude, 
Charles W. Gentz served Pella Windows in Pella, Iowa, for 
numerous decades before his retirement. Most recently serving 
as the cost center manager, he is especially proud of doubling the 
production of Pella Windows upon being hired by the company. 

As a result of his outstanding success, he was recognized by the president 
of Pella Windows. Subsequently, he completed seven hours of an industrial 
psychological assessment to ensure his promotion into a management role.

During his tenure with Pella Windows, Mr. Gentz witnessed the growth of 
the company from one site to several sites across the nation. Currently, Pella 
Windows hosts a total of 13 plants throughout Iowa, Ohio and California, 
among other U.S. states. Proud of the success of Pella Windows during his 
career with the company, Mr. Gentz felt humbled to take a management 
position, as he notes that the industry is constantly changing and, as a 
result, he desired to remain abreast of those changes.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Gentz pursued formal coursework at North Iowa 
Community College, from which he received an associate degree in 1962. 
Thereafter, he completed additional coursework in electronics for three 
years, coursework in basic and advanced machinists, and coursework in 
public speaking. He notably graduated from the Federal Communications 
Commission, as well, and attended seminars in management at the 
University of Wisconsin.

Mr. Gentz is a lifetime member of Veterans of Foreign Wars. Civically 
involved as well, he has maintained affiliation with the Eagle’s Club. 
As a testament to his efforts in the industry, he has received numerous 
accolades, including the Carnegie Award in 1975 and an Excellence Award 
for his improvements at Pella Windows.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Gentz intends to continue enjoying his 
well-deserved retirement. In his spare time, he enjoys golfing and riding his 
motorcycle.

CHARLES W. GENTZ
COST CENTER MANAGER (RETIRED)

Pella Windows
Pella, IA
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A
lways possessing an analytical mind with an aptitude for problem-
solving, Michael R. Johns commenced his career with Xerox 
Corporation and Dell Technologies. Serving Xerox Corporation as 
an operations manager for nine years, his interest in the field of 
business subsequently led him to his current role as a business 

transformation consultant. Serving in his prestigious role since 2001, Mr. 
Johns attributes his success in the industry to his ability to set audacious 
goals and not being afraid of failure. He emphasizes that there are only two 
outcomes to his decision-making: He can either go forward and excel or 
learn from those mistakes. In light of his ability to press forward in the face 
of adversity, he has accomplished much over the course of his career.

Mr. Johns draws upon a BBA from Purdue University and a Master of 
Finance from Indiana University, which he obtained in 1997. Civically 
involved as well, he has been a frequent donor to United Way and 
has sat on the board of directors of the Advanced Solutions Group. 
However, although his career has been suffused with highlights, he is 
especially proud of his June 2020 book, titled “From a Father to a Child.” 
Within his book, he intends to pass down his legacy to his children and 
grandchildren by providing advice that he would like to share with the 
younger generations. Notably, “From a Father to a Child” became an 
international bestseller on Amazon.com.

Living and working by the motto, “Aim high and think big,” Mr. Johns has 
received accolades for his accomplishments. In 2018, Dell Technologies 
named him the Top 1 Sales Representative for his illuminating work in the 
industry. Looking toward the future, he intends to experience the continued 
growth and success of his career. He is married with three children and 
currently resides in Louisville, Kentucky.

Millennium 
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MICHAEL R. JOHNS
BUSINESS TRANSFORMATION CONSULTANT

Louisville, KY
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H
ailing from a family that emphasized the importance of receiving 
a formal education, as well as deriving inspiration from his father 
who was a professor of chemical engineering at the University 
of Michigan, Joseph Martin attended DePauw University, 
where he earned a Bachelor of Arts in political science in 

1965. Continuing his edification, he subsequently received a Master of 
Business Administration in telecommunications and a second Master of 
Business Administration in international business, both from Golden Gate 
University. For two years, Mr. Martin excelled as a part-time teacher within 
the telecommunications program at Golden Gate University before joining 
the Defense Language Institute. Remaining there for several years, where 
he focused his expertise on data conferencing, he has since thrived as a 
consultant for International Telecommunications Consultants for more 
than 13 years.

During Mr. Martin’s tenure at Golden Gate University, the 
telecommunications program was recognized as the #1 Program in 
the Nation. Mr. Martin attributes his success to his mentors while 
pursuing studies at the university, who taught him the foundations of 
telecommunications as well as how to be an excellent, goal-oriented 
professional. Although his career has been suffused with highlights, he is 
especially proud of his consulting work, which he completed for a myriad 
of companies, including GSA, for whom he completed a number of projects. 
He lives and works by the motto, “Hard work and perseverance, along with 
networking, makes it possible for someone to move ahead.”

Outside of his primary professional endeavors, Mr. Martin is a frequent 
donor to the Heritage Foundation, as well as the Christian Broadcasting 
Network. Looking toward the future, he intends to continue consulting 
in the telecommunications field. Likewise, he also would like to travel to 
more international destinations. Married to his wife Carol for many years,  
Mr. Martin has two stepchildren and three step-grandchildren.
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JOSEPH MARTIN
CONSULTANT

International Telecommunications Consultants
Carmel, CA
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LEAD CONSULTANT

Barbara Blackett Consulting
Stoney Creek, Ontario, Canada

VICE PRESIDENT OF 
OPERATIONS

Nicor Gas
Naperville, IL

BARBARA BLACKETT

A s the lead consultant with her eponymously named consultancy, 
Barbara Blackett Consulting, Barbara Blackett works with her 
firm’s financial and accounting clients by offering innovative 

analysis for software and infrastructure upgrades. Specializing in 
data management, data migration and e-commerce solutions, she 
has excelled as a digital marketing consulting for more than 10 years. 
Prior to founding Barbara Blackett Consulting, she began her career 
focused in the accounting and financial services sectors, having 
worked with a myriad of companies across several industries. She 
possesses honors diplomas in both analog and digital accounting and 
bookkeeping and is a certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor, legal assistant, 
and mediator and arbitrator.

Outside of her primary endeavors, Ms. Blackett dedicates her time 
to civic initiatives, such as local youth and health care charities, the 
Chedoke-McMaster Hospital, the Canadian Cancer Society and Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Canada. She is immensely proud of her hard 
work ethic, as well as her commitment to her clients and willingness 
to learn from her experiences. Looking forward, she intends to expand 
her business and witness the continued success of her career.

D esiring to benefit local communities and create economic equity 
through raising awareness of career opportunities, Tremese C. 
Davis has excelled as the vice president of operations for Nicor 

Gas since 2021. Earlier, she was director of sustainability and inclusive 
growth at the Southern Company and director of supplier diversity at 
Southern Company Gas. One of the proudest moments of her career 
was developing an 18-month program that teaches minority, veteran, 
women, LGBT and differently abled-owned business owners across 
various industries to conduct business with larger corporations. For 
her success, she was featured among the Top 50 Women Making a 
Difference in Diversity.

Attributing her success to stepping outside of her comfort zone and 
being surrounded by a community who have recognized her talent 
and potential, Ms. Davis holds a BA in human resources from Georgia 
Southern University and an MBA from the Stetson School of Business 
and Economics at Mercer University. She is a member of the American 
Association of Black Energy. Looking forward, she intends to create more 
diversified spaces for minorities and women and create partnerships 
through which she can pave successful pathways for students.

TREMESE C. DAVIS
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D riven by the mantra “Together we grow,” Mel Koller has excelled as 
the chief executive officer and president of Alabama Farm Credit 
since 2018. Since obtaining his roles, the business has grown 43% 

under his leadership. Drawing upon extensive education in business 
management and banking, he is an alumnus of the Graduate Banking 
School at Louisiana State University. During his studies, he completed 
a simulation project in which he and his team broke a longstanding 
record for the most profitable simulation bank at the graduate 
school. He also holds a bachelor’s degree in agricultural business 
and management from California Polytechnic State University in 
San Luis Obispo and a master’s degree in agricultural business and 
management from Arizona State University.

Mr. Koller previously served Farm Credit Bank of Texas as vice 
president and unit manager of association direct lending from 2017 
to 2018 and relationship manager vice president from 2009 to 2017. 
Outside of his primary endeavors, he supports the local therapeutic 
horseback riding facility in Cullman, Alabama. Mr. Koller has 
maintained affiliation on the boards of the Coleman County Chamber 
of Commerce and the Agribusiness Council of Alabama.

PRESIDENT, CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Alabama Farm Credit
Cullman, AL

D rawing upon a Bachelor of Science in finance from the University 
of Illinois in 1975, Ray F. Laughlin has enjoyed nearly 40 years 
in information technology, finance and marketing. Beginning in 

1976, he served in the areas of machine and parts pricing, as well as 
in the Machine Order Division and Corporate Information Systems 
in corporate treasury. From 2001 until his retirement in 2014, he was 
a senior marketing consultant in the North America Commercial 
Division at Caterpillar, Inc., where he worked with dealers on machine 
ordering issues, authorized product distribution center orders 
according to customer demand, and developed web-based ordering 
and pricing systems, among other responsibilities.

Although his career has been suffused with highlights, Mr. Laughlin 
is especially proud to have been a member of a multidisciplinary 
team that developed a global machine price plan, which continues to 
be utilized to the present day. He attributes his immense success to 
his attention to detail, his strong organizational skills, and his astute 
writing and communication skills. Now in retirement, Mr. Laughlin 
intends to focus more on his family, including his daughter who now 
works for Caterpillar, Inc.

SENIOR MARKETING 
CONSULTANT (RETIRED)

Caterpillar, Inc.
Washington, IL

RAY F. LAUGHLIN

MEL KOLLER
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FOUNDER, CHAIRMAN, 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Lyons HR, LLC
Florence, AL

PRESIDENT, CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

William Powell, LLC
Murfreesboro, TN

BILL J. LYONS

S ince 1995, Bill J. Lyons has excelled as the founder, chairman and 
chief executive officer of Lyons HR, LLC. Recognized as among 
the largest privately held professional employer organizations 

(PEO) across the nation, Lyons HR helps businesses manage human 
resources-related endeavors, including payroll, employee benefits, 
workers’ compensation and HR compliance, among other areas. The 
company also helps clients improve productivity through emphasis 
on customer service and leadership. Mr. Lyons established Lyons 
HR following a period in which he recognized that PEOs could bring 
valuable meaning to small businesses.

Drawing upon a BS in accounting from the University of North 
Alabama and a BS in communication and public relations from Freed-
Hardeman University, Mr. Lyons also holds an MBA from the University 
of Tennessee at Martin, which he earned in 1992. He is the author of 
the 2021 work, “We are HR: The Business Owner’s Definitive Guide 
to Professional Employer Organizations,” which details the future of 
PEOs in human resource management. Looking toward the future, Mr. 
Lyons would like to witness the continued growth and success of his 
career with Lyons HR, as well as travel the world.

D rawing upon more than 30 years of expertise in construction 
and project management, William T. Powell has excelled as the 
president and chief executive officer of William Powell, LLC, since 

2019. Operating out of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, Mr. Powell leads his 
eponymously named business in providing premier consulting services 
for commercial and industrial projects. Likewise, he has concurrently 
served as an owners’ representative with the Beacon Consulting Group, 
LLC, where he is responsible for construction management, project 
assignments and design reviews, among other services. Earlier in his 
career, he served such corporations as Kirlin Builders LLC, Stanley 
Jones Corporation, Hays Corporation and Rock City Mechanical, Inc.

Holding an associate degree in mechanical engineering from Tri-
County Technical College, Mr. Powell has collaborated with the Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
He holds certifications and licenses in equipment instructor training, 
construction quality management, hazard communication, global 
harmonization safety and operation security awareness. He is an 
associate member of the American Society of Healthcare Engineers, 
National Fire Protection Association and the PMI.

WILLIAM T. POWELL



Determine  
the Personality  
of your brand
Before all else, understand 
who your customers are and 
what they want from their 
experience with your brand. 
This will determine your brand’s 
personality and how to represent 
it best to build loyalty among 
consumers.

What is the best way to describe 
your products and company 
culture? Is it fun, quirky or 
sophisticated? Is your brand 
warm and welcoming? Or are 
you more of a “straight shooter”? 
Once you have determined 
the type of personality your 
brand wants to portray, use this 
information to shape how you 
communicate with customers. 
Write down adjectives that 
describe what your brand 
is about so you can better 
understand its personality,  
what makes it unique and  
what you are trying to convey  
to others.

Humanize  
Your Brand
To build a strong brand, you  
must be both relatable and human.

If you are like most individuals, this 
might feel like an uncomfortable 
step. You may worry about sharing 
too much about yourself or getting 
too personal with your audience. 
However, being relatable does not 
mean being fake or putting on a show. 
It means being genuine, honest, open 
and vulnerable with your audience.

Being human also means acknowl-
edging that everyone struggles at 
some point, and that no one is  
perfect. Sometimes, it also means  
admitting when something went 
wrong (for example, if something  
went wrong with one of the products 
you offer).

Admitting mistakes, that you are 
wrong or that your company erred are 
moments that can strengthen bonds 
between companies and consumers 
by showing they are not alone and that 
there are always methods to be better.

Tap into  
Social Media
Use social media as an 
opportunity to share things 
about yourself and your 
company. Share photos of 
your office space or mention 
employees who work there. 
Show you have interests 
outside of work, as well. For 
example, if you love fitness or 
travel, post those experiences 
on social media channels so 
followers can see the person 
behind the business.

Create personality profiles for 
each employee. If multiple 
employees are working at 
your company, create different 
personalities for each one so 
customers can get to know  
them better without even 
knowing it.

	 Five	Ways	to	Use		
	 	 Brand Relatability   to	Build	a	Stronger Brand
Brand Relatability is essential for marketers because it helps a brand create more       powerful messaging and marketing campaigns. A brand that understands 
its audience is more likely to attract customers who see themselves as part of the       same community. Consumers are more likely to trust, enjoy and purchase  
a product if they can relate to it. How can you use the concept of brand relatability       in your marketing?



Don't be afraid to  
be Funny (at the 
right moment)
One of the best ways to connect 
with your audience is through 
humor. Not all will get it, which 
is okay. Don't be afraid that 
individuals will not take your brand 
seriously if you are funny. Being 
yourself and not being afraid to 
make jokes can build a stronger 
connection with your audience.
However, you should be careful. 
You could damage your brand’s 
reputation if you fail to strike the 
right tone or use humor to exploit 
controversial topics. You should 
also be aware of what your brand 
stands for. If your brand is serious 
and professional, making jokes on 
social media will send the wrong 
message – especially if those 
jokes are offensive. For example, 
if you run an accounting firm 
and share memes about taxes 
on social media, it could turn off 
potential clients who see it as 
unprofessional behavior.

Take a stance on 
social issues that 
matter to you and 
Your Audience
Be aware of the issues that matter 
most to your customers. Take 
a stance on those issues – and 
ensure it is authentic. If your 
customers care about animal 
rights, for example, talk about  
how many dogs and cats are in 
shelters and how many more  
could be saved by adoption.  
If your customers are passionate 
about climate change and 
sustainability, discuss how much 
work goes into making products 
as environmentally friendly as 
possible. Be sincere when doing 
this. Make sure your company 
stands for the issue you are 
promoting and “walks the walk.”

Conclusion
Relatability is a critical element 
of building a solid brand. It is not 
just being likable or having good 
products; it is about connecting 
with customers. The only way you 
can genuinely connect with others 
is if your values align with theirs.

Relatability helps ensure you are 
talking about what your audience 
cares about instead of filling your 
website with empty promises and 
buzzwords. When individuals feel 
like you are meeting their needs, 
they will be more likely to become 
customers and spread the word 
about your business. As long as 
you are authentic about who and 
what your company stands for, 
you will be on track to build better 
relationships with customers.

	 Five	Ways	to	Use		
	 	 Brand Relatability   to	Build	a	Stronger Brand
Brand Relatability is essential for marketers because it helps a brand create more       powerful messaging and marketing campaigns. A brand that understands 
its audience is more likely to attract customers who see themselves as part of the       same community. Consumers are more likely to trust, enjoy and purchase  
a product if they can relate to it. How can you use the concept of brand relatability       in your marketing?
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K
athy Lynn Cedoz was inspired to enter the field of education by 
her mother, who was a first-grade teacher for more than 35 years. 
Her mother often involved the young Ms. Cedoz in her art lessons, 
and, over time, Ms. Cedoz began to enjoy learning various subjects 
in school. In 1971, she received a Bachelor of Arts from National 

Louis University (formerly known as the National College of Education), 
having thereafter received a Master of Arts from the same academic 
institution in 1972.

An expert in elementary education and a well-regarded educator, 
Ms. Cedoz taught at McKenzie Elementary School for a resounding 39 
years until her retirement. Although her career has been suffused with 
highlights, she is especially proud of witnessing her former students return 
to the elementary school to visit and seeing how much those students have 
grown and succeeded in their lives. Remaining in touch with quite a few of 
her former students, Ms. Cedoz notes that two of her students graduated 
college and came back to McKenzie Elementary School to teach. She has 
also been immensely proud of collaborating with other teachers in the art 
and music departments.

Ms. Cedoz attributes her success to the support of her fellow staff 
members, as well as the support of her students’ parents. Outside of her 
professional endeavors, she frequently donates food and sponsors civilians 
who are living in homeless shelters on a monthly basis. Additionally, she 
was afforded an opportunity to take an honorary flight to Washington, D.C., 
to visit World War II veterans, as her father and uncles served during World 
War II. Ms. Cedoz exclaims that seeing the veterans in Washington was a 
heartwarming and educational opportunity.

Nominated for Who’s Who in Teaching in light of her educational 
prowess, Ms. Cedoz enjoys watching football in her spare time. Looking 
forward, she intends to continue enjoying her retirement. She has lived and 
worked by the motto, “Pay it forward.”

KATHY LYNN CEDOZ
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER (RETIRED)

McKenzie Elementary School
Mount Prospect, IL

EDUCATION
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W
hen she was young, Louise Fay Despres hailed from a family 
of educators and began learning the French language upon 
instruction from her mother. Swiftly developing a passion for 
the language, she moved to France while coming of age and 
studied the pipe organ with teacher Nadia Boulanger at the 

Fontainebleau School of Fine Arts. Upon returning to the United States, Ms. 
Despres received a BA in French from Connecticut College in 1966.

Following her receipt of her bachelor’s degree, Ms. Despres taught at 
North Haven High School in their foreign language program from 1967 to 
1969, whereupon she then taught third through sixth grade at High Plains 
Elementary School for one year. In 1970, she joined the faculty at New 
Canaan High School, where she served as an instructor of French language 
for several decades until her retirement in 2012. During her tenure at New 
Canaan High School, Ms. Despres also taught Advanced Placement French 
language and literature, was a supervisor of curriculum and instruction, 
and served as chair of the department of world languages. Although she 
resigned from full-time work in 2007, she remained with New Canaan High 
School as a part-time French and Spanish teacher until 2012.

Also holding an MA in teaching French from Brown University and an 
MA in French from Middlebury College, Ms. Despres has spent her time 
in retirement by serving her local community in civic, educational and 
human services capacities. She previously served as a volunteer of projects 
through the Hyde Park Union Church of Chicago and University of Chicago 
Service League. Shortly thereafter, she relocated to Virginia, where she 
currently participates with the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church Hunger 
and Homeless Committee. Committed to the Philanthropic Educational 
Organization (PEO) Sisterhood, she recently stepped down as co-president 
of the Williamsburg Reciprocity Chapter.

For her success, Ms. Despres earned the 1994 New England College Board 
Advanced Placement Teacher Recognition Award and the 2001 Pegasus 
Pride Award from the Connecticut Council of Language Teachers.

LOUISE FAY DESPRES
SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATOR OF WORLD LANGUAGES (RETIRED)

New Canaan High School
Williamsburg, VA
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the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 1988 and joined 
the faculty of the University of Toledo in Ohio. Dr. 
Federman was an assistant professor within the 
Department of Physics and Astronomy for five 
years, associate professor for five years and full 
professor for 20 years until attaining emeritus 
status in 2018.

Dr. Federman is a fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science 
and the American Physical Society. He is also 
a senior member of Optica. Previously serving 
the American Astronomical Society as past 
chair and chair of the Laboratory Astrophysics 
Division, he was a past president and president 
of Commission 14 of the International 
Astronomical Union. He has further contributed 
a myriad of articles to professional journals, 
served as a technical editor of Atomic and 
Molecular Spectroscopy for the Journal of the 
Optical Society of America B, and was a scientific 
editor for the Astrophysical Journal.

D
rawing upon a BS from the Polytechnic 
Institute of Brooklyn (now the NYU 
Tandon School of Engineering) 
in 1971 and an MS and PhD from 
New York University in 1976 and 

1979, respectively, Dr. Steven R. Federman 
is a celebrated astrophysicist, researcher 
and educator who amassed over 45 years of 
experience prior to his retirement in 2018. While 
studying toward his doctorate, Dr. Federman 
developed a strong interest in astrophysics, 
particularly regarding spectroscopy and 
interstellar gas clouds. During his graduate 
studies, he served as a senior research 
technician at the Hospital for Special Surgery at 
Weill Cornell Medical Center.

As his career progressed, Dr. Federman 
completed postdoctoral fellowships at New York 
University and the University of Texas at Austin, 
also serving UT Austin as a lecturer for one year. 
Shortly thereafter, he relocated to Pasadena, 
California, where he joined the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory as a National Research Council 
associate in 1983. Escalating to the rank of 
technical staff member in 1985, he departed from 

STEVEN R. 
FEDERMAN, PHD

PHYSICIST, RESEARCHER, PROFESSOR EMERITUS

University of Toledo
Ottawa Hills, OH
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tenure, she earned a Master of Arts from Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical University in 1969 
while simultaneously commencing her role as 
a teacher of secondary-level social studies and 
department chairperson for the Government of 
the Virgin Islands in St. Thomas between 1968 
and 1983. Shortly thereafter, Dr. Henry returned 
to the mainland United States and enrolled in 
Florida State University, from which she received 
a PhD in 1988.

Beginning in 1988 after receiving her doctorate 
degree, Dr. Henry began serving Bemidji 
State University in Minnesota as an associate 
professor. During her tenure, she focused 
her efforts on student outreach, continuing 
education and college recruitment for Black 
and African American students. She ultimately 
attained professor emeritus status in 2008 
and retired fully from her career in academia. 
Likewise, she authored two books, “The Girl 
from Jacksonville Who Dared to Dream, Hope 
and Believe!” and “Feeling like a Stranger in Your 
Hometown? Ask the Girl from Jacksonville!” 
Notably, proceeds from her books benefit 
scholarship funds at Bemidji State University. 
In 2018, the Edward Waters College Football 
Program named Dr. Henry their assistant football 
coach for life.

As a testament to her success, Dr. Henry has 
received several accolades. Between 1991 and 
1997, she received awards from Bryn Mawr 
College, the American Red Cross and the 
Skipping Stones Honor Award. She has also been 
honored in Who’s Who of American Women 
and Who’s Who in American Education for 
her commitment to advancing the studies and 
excellence of future educational professionals. A 
member of the National Education Association 
and Minnesota Black Association, she intends to 
still be making differences in other individuals’ 
lives in the forthcoming future.

D
esiring to help others from a formative 
age, Dr. Annie Belle Henry sought 
to enter the field of education. After 
receiving a Bachelor of Science from 
Edward Waters College in 1964, she 

joined the Department of Public Education in 
Bunnell, Florida, where she served as a secondary 
school teacher from 1966 to 1968. Following this 
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had several female mentors who taught her 
methodologies of teaching and leadership.

Dr. Jackson is a member of the American 
Societies for Curriculum Development, 
American Society of Training and Development, 
Society for Human Resource Management 
Professionals and Kappa Delta Phi, among 
other organizations. Attending Northern Illinois 
University, she received an MSEd in Adult and 
Continuing Education in 1996, followed by an 
MEd in Educational Administration from the 
University of Illinois in Chicago in 1997. After 
several years, she enrolled in Aurora University 
and earned an EdD in 2009.

Recognized for her academic prowess by the 
Illinois Association of School Administrators 
and the Broadview Business Association for 
Community Leader of the Year in 2021, Dr. Jackson 
lives by the mantra, “It is our reasonable duty to 
educate all children and act as though it were 
impossible to fail because good enough never is.”

F
ostering a love of learning and 
education, Dr. Janiece Jackson attended 
Whitney M. Young Magnet High School, 
where her interest in academia first 
blossomed. At the inception of her 

career in 1989, she served as a Training and 
Development Coordinator for Sargent & Lundy 
LLC. From there, she worked at her former 
high school as a business teacher, teaching 
accounting and computer information systems 
to children from grades seven through 12. 
Thereafter, she became Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction and Director of Personnel at 
Bellwood School District 88 and Assistant 
Principal, Principal and Grant Administrator at 
Matteson School District 162.

Concurrent to her aforementioned role, Dr. 
Jackson served as the Executive Director of 
the Educational Foundation for the Children of 
Fiji from 2014 to 2016 and Board President of 
Leaders in Transformational Education from 
2014 to 2020. Since 2015, she has excelled as 
the Superintendent of Lindop School District 92. 
She attributes her success to her perseverance 
and commitment to her work. She has also 
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University, for one year, where he continued as 
a mathematics graduate teaching assistant until 
1995. For the following four years, he taught 
mathematics and physics at the University of 
Illinois, Oklahoma State University and Arizona 
State University until 1999.

Shortly thereafter, Mr. Keranen served as a 
physics instructor at Bay College from 1999 
to 2000, as well as at Arizona State University 
from 2000 to 2001. Relocating to Texas, he 
was recognized as the NCPACE professor of 
mathematics at Central Texas College, where 
he served the school in teaching summer 
sessions until 2019. During this time, he also 
served as an adjunct faculty member at New 
Mexico State University in 2018, where he 
focused his research on superconductors and 
zonotopes.

While teaching at New Mexico Junior College, 
Mr. Keranen notably authored “Physics for 
Automotive Technicians” in 2014. He has 
maintained membership with the Sigma Pi Sigma 
Physics Honor Society and has been honored 
tremendously for his efforts in academia. In 
2010, he earned the Elliot & Waldron Outstanding 
Professor of the Year Award from New Mexico 
Junior College and, from 1995 to 1996, received 
the Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award from 
the University of Illinois. He was also profiled in 
the third edition of Who’s Who in Science and 
Engineering in 1996.

To prepare for his career, Mr. Keranen pursued 
a formal education at Michigan Technological 
University, where he earned a Bachelor of 
Science, summa cum laude, in 1991. He then 
received a Master of Science at the University 
of Illinois in 1992 before returning to Michigan 
Technological University, where he received an 
additional Master of Science in 1995. Looking 
forward, he intends to experience the continued 
growth and success of his career.

S
upported by 30 years of valuable 
expertise in academia, Joel A. Keranen 
has excelled as a professor of physics, 
mathematics and engineering at New 
Mexico Junior College since 2001. At 

the inception of his career in 1992, he served 
as a graduate research assistant in metallurgy 
at his alma mater, Michigan Technological 
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an MLS in 1982. She was then hired by Chevron 
Oil Field Research Company, working as a 
technical information specialist until retiring in 
1999. She was notable for bridging the gender 
gap in corporate and educational environments 
while sharing her knowledge of chemistry and 
geology. Post-retirement, she has served as 
an instructor for Chevron’s Adopt-a-School 
Program since 1991, where she previously 
served as a program coordinator.

Ms. Palmer co-authored the article, “The 
Distance Traveled to Use Public Libraries,” as 
well as a book, “The Peacock on the Roof: A 
Memoir about Life on the Road in California.” She 
earned a 1986 Certificate of Recognition from the 
YWCA of Greater Los Angeles, 1990 Certificate of 
Recognition from the YWCA of Orange County, 
and 1992 Outstanding School Volunteer Award 
from Kraft General Foods and Walt Disney World 
Company. She was named 1991 Volunteer of the 
Year by the La Habra Mason Lodge.

B
elieving in the power and advancement 
of women in corporate environments, 
Ethel “Sue” Susan Palmer was inspired 
by her grandmother, who worked as 
a library curator during a time when 

women were not viewed as equal to their male 
counterparts. Additionally, her grandmother’s 
work inspired her to pursue a career in the 
library sciences herself. Therefore, she enrolled 
in Cornell University, where she earned a BS in 
secondary science education in 1965 and an MS 
in genetics in 1969. While studying at Cornell, Ms. 
Palmer did a presentation on non-chromosomal 
inheritance, which was met with disregard 
by her male peers. From this point forth, she 
was determined to persevere and succeed as 
a woman in male-dominated industries. Early 
on, Ms. Palmer served in various “real working 
world” jobs, including as a food server, animal 
kennel cleaner and vegetable harvester, all whilst 
finding balance with childcare as a young mother. 
Through this formative work, she was taught 
labor management and the significance of being 
a well-educated woman in a male-driven world.

Ms. Palmer attended UC Los Angeles, earning 
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University as visiting assistant professor and 
adjunct associate professor, UT Austin as a 
lecturer in the English department, where she 
was mentored by Dr. Americo Paredes, and 
Texas State University in San Marcos as a visiting 
scholar in the English department. She was 
also a teaching assistant, lecturer and associate 
director of the freshman English program at the 
University of Southern California.

Dr. Passty pursued an education at Los 
Angeles Valley College, receiving an AA in 1966. 
From there, she enrolled in the University of 
California Los Angeles and received a BA in 1968. 
Subsequently, she matriculated at the University 
of Southern California, obtaining an MA in 1974 
and PhD in 1982. She was invited to lecture 
internationally at the University of London and 
University of Wales.

Dr. Passty penned three biographies in the 
“American Women Writers” encyclopedia, 
“Conquering Diabetes” in 2012 and “The Music 
of the Spheres” in 2011. She wrote “Hard Times 
and Great Expectations” in 2010, “Creating the 
Spark” in 2009 and “Bringing Denis Home: The 
Hero from Hope, Kansas” in 2001. She was an 
interviewee on radio and contributed articles 
to journals and book chapters. In 1991, she 
became a manuscript reviewer for the Fairleigh 
Dickinson University Press.

Dr. Passty was inducted into the Alamo College 
Women’s Hall of Fame in 2009 and received a 
NISOD Medallion for Excellence in Teaching and 
Leadership from UT Austin in 2003 and St. Philip’s 
College Teaching Excellence Awards in 2004 
and 2012. She earned the Katherine Anne Porter 
Literature Prize in 1999, “Outstanding Academic 
Book” Award from the American Library 
Association in 1989 and Letters of Appreciation 
from HRH Princess Margaret and Lord Bonham-
Carter for her biocritical study of Dame Rose 
Macaulay’s novels, “Eros and Androgyny.”

D
r. Jeanette N. Passty has excelled as 
an English language and literature 
educator at St. Philip’s College since 
1988. First hired as assistant professor, 
she was promoted to associate 

professor in 1992. She also serves as principal 
investigator of the Dr. William C. Davis Biography 
Project. Earlier, she served Texas Lutheran 
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problems in individuals in both childhood and 
adult settings. She also conducts motivational 
psychotherapy for individuals. Using her social 
media platforms as the foundation of her 
advocacy, she addresses such topics as mental 
illness, abandonment and dysfunctional family 
relationships, as well as offers webinars based 
upon her memoir, “The Journey Home.”

Notably, Dr. Pisani has been a featured guest 
on radio and television interviews, where she 
discusses mental health and healthy coping 
mechanisms. Civically engaged as well, she has 
participated in missionary trips to Nicaragua, 
where she constructed an orphanage with her 
church. She further established a school in 
Nigeria, and has been sponsoring a Kenyan child 
since they were 5 years old, who will now be 
attending college. Dr. Pisani was recognized with 
a street named in her honor, Dr. Pisani Way, by 
her local school district. She also received the 
We Are One Award.

F
inding refuge in her academic endeavors 
and within the school system, Dr. Lori-
ellen Pisani also leveraged her faith in 
God to help her find her path in life. 
Eventually deciding to delve into the 

field of education to guide students much like 
herself while she was growing up, Dr. Pisani 
received a bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education from Fairleigh Dickinson University in 
1985, a master’s degree in counseling and human 
development from Long Island University in 1994, 
and a doctorate in modern psychoanalysis and 
psychotherapy from the International University 
for Graduate Studies in 1998. She later earned a 
Specialist Diploma in school administration and 
supervision from Queens College in 2002.

During and following her own edification, 
Dr. Pisani found considerable success as a 
teacher in early elementary education for more 
than 30 years, where she also briefly excelled 
as an assistant principal. Since 2015, she has 
flourished as the president and founder of Simply 
Speaking LEP, LLC, in New York, where she 
leverages her extensive experience in education 
and psychology to address mental health 
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D
esiring to enter the field of economics in light of his father’s 
profession as a banker, Dr. Richard E. Quandt commenced his 
career at Princeton University in 1956, where he first served as a 
faculty member. Escalating to professor of economics in 1964, he 
then became the Hughes-Rogers Professor of Economics in 1976. 

Dr. Quandt served as chairman of the department of economics between 
1968 and 1971 and again between 1985 and 1988. He concluded his tenure 
with Princeton in 1995 as professor emeritus.

During his career at Princeton University, Dr. Quandt served as a research 
professor via the Ford Foundation and was the director of the Financial 
Research Center. He has shared his expertise abroad, sitting on the board 
of directors of the Center for Economic Research and Graduate Education 
in Prague, member of the advisory committee of the College of Finance 
and Accounting in Budapest, member of the advisory council at Budapest 
University and visiting professor at Birkbeck College and London School of 
Economics.

Outside of his primary work, Dr. Quandt has lent his breadth of 
knowledge to several publications in editorial and authorship capacities. 
In 1959, he co-authored “The New Inflation” and, in 1969, co-authored 
“Strategies and Rational Decisions in the Securities Option Market.” Other 
publications to his credit have included “The Changing Landscape in 
Eastern Europe: A Personal Perspective on Philanthropy and Technology 
Transfer,” “Racetrack Betting: The Professor’s Guide to Strategies” and “The 
Conflict Between Equilibrium and Disequilibrium Theories.” Furthermore, 
Dr. Quandt served as an associate editor for the Journal of the American 
Statistical Association, the Bell Journal of Economics, the Journal of 
Comparative Economics and Empirica.

Dr. Quandt received the 2002 Karel Englis Medal from the Czech Academy 
of Science and the 1997 Order of Merit from the Government of Hungary. In 
1991, he earned a Gold Medal from Eotvos Lorand University and, in 1998, 
he received a Medal Merentibus from Jagiellonian University. He holds five 
honorary doctorates and received his PhD from Harvard University in 1957.
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R
ichard Roche has always enjoyed interacting with and educating 
children, as well as taking part in sports. Particularly fond of 
basketball, he has excelled as an athletics coach and teacher 
for more than 30 years. Joining Notre Dame High School in 
Lawrenceville, New Jersey, in 2010, he has served as the director 

of athletics and head basketball coach since that time, as well as the boys’ 
varsity basketball coach since 2017.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Roche served Saint Anthony’s High School as 
a social studies teacher and head basketball coach from 1988 to 1993 
while concurrently serving the New York Institute of Technology and 
Farmingdale State College as an assistant men’s basketball coach. Between 
1993 and 1994, he was an assistant basketball coach at Villanova University, 
whereupon he returned to Saint Anthony’s High School in 1994. Remaining 
with the accredited institution for the following three years, Mr. Roche 
joined the faculty of Hobart and William Smith Colleges, where he was a 
head basketball coach from 1997 to 2006. Prior to attaining his present 
positions, he excelled as the district athletic director for Lindenhurst 
Public Schools from 2006 to 2010.

Prior to embarking on his career, Mr. Roche pursued a formal education 
at Hobart and William Smith Colleges, obtaining a Bachelor of Arts in 
history in 1984. He then studied at Villanova University and earned a 
Master of Arts in education in 1994. Maintaining membership with the New 
Jersey Basketball Coaches Association, New Jersey High School Athletic 
Directors Association and Directors of Athletics Association of New Jersey, 
Mr. Roche has received several Coach of the Year Awards over the course 
of his career. In his spare time, he volunteers with his local YMCA and the 
Special Olympics.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Roche intends to experience the continued 
growth and success of his career at Notre Dame High School. He notes that 
although he appreciates his time spent with Notre Dame, he would not be 
opposed to directing athletic programs at the university level. Outside of his 
primary vocation, Mr. Roche enjoys reading, going to the beach and golfing. 

RICHARD ROCHE
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and was an affiliated faculty in peace and 
conflict studies. Prior to his current endeavor, 
he served such universities as the University 
of Missouri and Washington University in St. 
Louis as a lecturer, as well as flourished as the 
chief executive officer of The Intellico Group 
from 2004 to 2005. Likewise, he was president 
of STS International LLC from 2002 to 2006, and 
further served as an instructor of global violence 
and operational environment for the U.S. Army 
Military Intelligence School.

Throughout his career, Dr. Ryan has lent 
his considerable expertise to the UN Security 
Council Committee on Francophone Africa 
as a statistician and exhibit coordinator, the 
Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq as 
principal advisor, and the National Council for 
Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
as co-founder. Impressively, he thrice addressed 
the World Terror Conference regarding 
counterterrorism and intelligence, as well as the 
Counter-Terror Expo in London on international 
counter-terror intelligence policy coordination. 
He also found success as a consultant for The 
Discovery Channel and Investigation Discovery 
television networks.

Supported by a BS in criminal justice 
management from Tarkio College, MA in 
criminology and criminal justice from the 
University of Missouri, and MA in international 
affairs and PhD in interdisciplinary studies in 
political science from Washington University 
in St. Louis, Dr. Ryan is affiliated with the 
University of Oxford Round Table in Criminal 
Law and Justice, Academy of Criminal Justice 
Sciences and American Bar Association. 
Civically, he is a supporter of the Los Angeles 
Opera and Metropolitan Opera. Dr. Ryan is 
especially proud of covering trials as a writer, 
including such cases as Casey Anthony and 
Amanda Knox.

D
rawing upon decades of expertise 
in criminology, political science and 
law, Dr. Kenneth Ryan has excelled 
as an associate professor of law, 
policy, management and international 

criminal justice at California State University, 
Fresno since 2012. Joining the university in 
2006, he first served as an assistant professor 
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D
rawing upon an innate love for the practice of psychology, Troilen 
Gainey Seward enrolled at the College of William and Mary for her 
undergraduate studies. Taking a particular interest in abnormal 
psychology, she was afforded the opportunity to complete an 
internship in the children’s ward at a local psychiatric facility. As 

time progressed, Ms. Seward decided to shift her sights to the educational 
sector and graduated with a BA in 1963.

For the following four years, Ms. Seward taught elementary education 
in Petersburg, Virginia, followed by a nine-year tenure as a secondary 
education teacher at Surry Academy between 1967 and 1976. During 
this time, the EHA Act was signed into federal law, thereby increasing the 
demand for school counselors and psychologists. Matriculating in Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Ms. Seward completed an MEd in 1977 while 
simultaneously serving as Surry Academy’s guidance counselor between 
1976 and 1977. Following this appointment, she served as the headmistress 
of Tidewater Academy from 1977 to 1979.

At this time, Ms. Seward returned to the College of William and Mary, 
where she earned an EdS and a second MEd in 1980. After a brief position 
as a child psychologist at the Peninsula Child Development Clinic between 
1980 and 1982, she joined Dinwiddie Public Schools, where she worked in 
numerous capacities until her retirement in 2001. During her tenure, she 
served as a school psychologist, director of pupil personnel services and 
special education, director of student services and district superintendent.

Ms. Seward remains active in her community today as an educational 
lobbyist, where she has worked on pertinent legislation such as various 
laws that formally banned corporal punishment from Virginia schools. 
Additionally, she sits on the board of the Virginia Literacy Foundation and 
the board of trustees of the Virginia Retirement Systems. Likewise, she is a 
past president and chair of the certificate and licensure committee of the 
Virginia Association of School Psychologists and a former delegate to the 
National Association of School Psychologists, who bestowed upon her the 
2016 Outstanding Advocate Award.
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I
n light of his innate desire to educate and aid others, as well as his 
passion for the sciences, Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum sought to delve into 
both medicine and academia. For more than 40 years, he has excelled 
as a clinical professor of medicine at Columbia University in New 
York, having also been named the Edgar Leifer Clinical Professor at 

Columbia in 1992. Notably, Dr. Leifer was a resounding influence on Dr. 
Tenenbaum, which prompted much enthusiasm when he was named the 
Edgar Leifer Clinical Professor.

Alongside his primary teaching appointment, Dr. Tenenbaum organized 
the Columbia University Faculty Practice Organization from 2000 to 2003, 
during which time he also served as an attending physician and interim 
chairperson within the Department of Medicine at NewYork-Presbyterian 
Hospital. He also held a myriad of leadership and executive-level roles 
at Columbia’s Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons. Likewise,  
Dr. Tenenbaum has volunteered at the American Austrian Foundation, 
where he also taught international medicine and is a past vice chairperson 
of medicine.

To prepare for his career, Dr. Tenenbaum pursued a formal education at 
Brandeis University, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1968. Thereafter, 
he received an MD from the prestigious Harvard University in 1974. During 
his academic studies, he was mentored by Professor Henry Linschitz and 
Dr. Willian Silen, who both greatly impacted Dr. Tenenbaum’s past work and 
subsequent work in his field.

A fellow of the American College of Cardiology, Dr. Tenenbaum earned 
the Teacher of the Year Award from Columbia University in 2010, which 
he cites was a crowning moment of his career. Attributing his success to 
his interest in patient care and love of teaching, he has also been profiled 
in Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in Medicine and Healthcare, Who’s 
Who in Science and Engineering, and Who’s Who in the World. Looking 
toward the future, he intends to experience the continued success of his 
career at Columbia University.
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C
oined the “Father of Fish Health” by the American Fisheries 
Society, Dr. Ronald L. Thune is an acclaimed educator and 
researcher who currently serves as a professor in the School of 
Veterinary Medicine at Louisiana State University. As a professor, 
he teaches graduate courses in aquatic animal diseases and 

pathogenic bacteriology. In addition to his educational work, he has served 
as the director of graduate student research and frequently conducts 
research on aquatic animals, such as catfish, as they relate to infectious 
diseases. He recently departed from his post as head of Louisiana State 
University’s Department of Pathobiological Sciences.

To prepare for his career, Dr. Thune pursued a formal education 
at Colorado State University, receiving an undergraduate degree.  
He subsequently earned a master’s degree from Western Illinois 
University and a PhD from Auburn University. Outside of his primary 
vocation, he has contributed to journal articles, including “Genome 
Sequence of Edwardsiella ictaluri,” which was highlighted in the Journal 
of Bacteriology. Likewise, his article “Interaction of Francisella asiatica 
with Tilapia (Oreochromis niloticus)” was published in the journal 
Infection and Immunity.

To remain abreast of developments in his areas of interest, Dr. Thune is a 
member of the American Society for Microbiology and a past president of 
the Fish Health section of the American Fisheries Society. As a testament to 
his success in the field, he was presented with an Exemplary Service Award 
and two Best Paper Awards from Louisiana State University. Furthermore, 
he earned the Triad Nitrogen Inc. Award of Excellence for Outstanding 
Research, the Pfizer Award for Research Excellence, a Research Award of 
Merit and the Veterinary Medicine Distinguished Scholar Award.

Looking toward the future, Dr. Thune intends to continue conducting 
research on aquatic health and publishing his findings in peer-reviewed 
journals. Although he has experienced many achievements, he is 
especially proud of the grants he received by the National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture, which have helped fund his research efforts.
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1975 to 2002 and director of the general studies  
department from 1973 to 1975. Presently,  
Dr. Torres-Labawld is a consultant for D’Angelo’s 
Coffee LLC and a business consultant and the 
president of IMSA, LLC.

Dr. Torres-Labawld held appointments at Ohio 
University, Knox College and Indiana University, 
and was a research associate at the Mershon 
Center for International Security Studies at The 
Ohio State University. He has served as chair of 
the finance committee of the Ohio University 
Christ the King Parish, an executive committee 
member of the Athens County Democratic Party, 
and a past president and current member of the 
Athens, Ohio, chapter of the International Lions 
Club. Furthermore, he is an emeritus member 
of the Association of Institutional Research 
and has been affiliated with the U.S. Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce and the Columbus Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. Torres-Labawld pursued an education at 
Inter-American University in Puerto Rico, where 
he graduated cum laude with a BA in 1957. 
Relocating to the mainland U.S., on scholarship 
awarded to him by the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, he attended Syracuse University, receiving 
an MPA in 1959. Subsequently, he earned a 
PhD from The Ohio State University in 1973. He 
completed postgraduate business education 
at Dartmouth College. He attained the rank of 
corporal in the U.S. Army, having been stationed 
in Korea for two years.

Dr. Torres-Labawld was honored with the 
Congressional Gold Medal by former President 
Barack Obama in 2015, and in 2018, he received 
the Ambassador of Freedom Medal from the 
Government of South Korea through the South 
Korea Embassy in Washington, D.C. He earned 
the 2019 Honor Roll Certificate from the National 
World War II Museum.

D
r. Jose Dimas Torres-Labawld pos-
sesses expertise in academia, admin-
istration, research and consultancy. 
Formerly serving Hocking College for 
nearly 30 years, he attained professor  

emeritus status in 2002, previously serving 
as the director of institutional research from 
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I
nspired by his father, who was a university-level geology educator, 
Dr. Leland Frederick Webb sought to also enter the field of academia. 
Graduating with high honors from the University of California 
Santa Barbara with a BA in 1963, he went on to attend California 
State Polytechnic University, from whom he earned an MA in 1968 

and served as a lecturer in the Department of Education. Thereafter, 
Dr. Webb received a PhD from the University of Texas at Austin in 1971 
while concurrently serving the university as a teaching assistant in the 
Department of Mathematics.

Following his receipt of his doctorate, Dr. Webb joined California State 
University, Bakersfield in 1971 as an assistant professor. Escalating to the 
rank of associate professor in 1973 and full professor of mathematics and 
mathematics education in 1978, he ultimately attained emeritus status in 
2006. Concurrent to his teaching role, he also excelled as chairman of the 
Department of Mathematics from 1982 to 1985 and again from 1990 to 1996. 
He was honored with an Outstanding Professor Award from the acclaimed 
university in 1980.

Dr. Webb contributed as an author to “K-8 Mathematics Texts” through 
Houghton Mifflin Co. between 1985 and 1995 and has further authored 
myriad articles in professional journals. Alongside his primary teaching 
endeavors, he was a curriculum writer and staff development specialist at 
the Southwest Educational Development Center in Austin, Texas, in 1990, 
as well as a consultant with the National Science Foundation in Tokyo from 
1972 to 1976. During this time and in years after, he was awarded grants 
from the National Science Foundation and California State University.

Although his career has been suffused with highlights, Dr. Webb is 
especially proud of witnessing his students, as well as his children, find 
the answers to their own questions using critical thinking skills. Looking 
toward the future, he intends to spend more quality time with his four 
grandchildren and teach them the fundamentals of being courteous 
members of society.
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thereafter, he established Oasis Montessori 
Schools in Syracuse, Utah, in 2014, of which 
he serves as chief executive officer. Since the 
schools’ inception, he and his schools have 
earned a myriad of awards and became the only 
high-quality preschool in Davis County, Utah, 
pursuit to the Utah Department of Education. 
Additionally, Oasis Montessori Schools was 
honored as the most popular preschool through 
Syracuse City Magazine. The school currently 
hosts 400 students and recently received a 
license to teach from preschool to sixth grade.

Alongside his primary path, Mr. Wettasinghe 
founded OasisUSA, which manufactures various 
household, pet, office and digital projects, as 
well as men’s and women’s clothing. With patents 
pending, OasisUSA boasts a bright future, and 
Mr. Wettasinghe intends to concentrate his 
efforts more concisely on the company in the 
forthcoming future, eventually expanding it to 
more locations across the United States.

Highly educated, Mr. Wettasinghe holds 
a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Colombo in Sri Lanka, a master’s degree in 
international relations from Lincoln University, 
and an associate degree in telecommunications 
and fiber optics from Heald College. Outside 
of his professional ventures, he is a dedicated 
community advocate, having recently founded 
the “They Need Your Help” Children Foundation. 
Through his nonprofit, he would like to help 
disadvantaged youth in the United States and, 
over time, in South Asia.

As a testament to his success, Mr. Wettasinghe 
was honored among the 2021 Top 100 Visionaries  
in Education by the Global Forum for Educa-
tion and Learning, for which he was also a guest 
speaker. Additionally, he was nominated for the 
Outstanding Leadership Award by Education 
2.0, which will be held in Dubai in March 2022.

A 
native of Sri Lanka, Ramesh J. 
Wettasinghe first founded the 
OASIS Education Center and Oasis 
Computers in Sri Lanka in 1997. Highly 
successful, the companies grew 

from one to 16 branches in Sri Lanka until his 
immigration to the United States in 2007. Shortly 

RAMESH J. 
WETTASINGHE

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Oasis Montessori Schools
Syracuse, UT
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at numerous institutions of higher education, 
such as the International Summer School of 
Nuclear Astrophysics, the Lake Louise Winter 
School on Subatomic Physics, the Mexican 
Summer School on Nuclear Astrophysics, 
Universite Catholique de Louvain la Neuve, and 
the University of York, among many others.

Dr. Wiescher has sat on the editorial board of 
journals and is a published author. He authored 
“Scientific Analysis of Cultural Heritage Objects” 
and, in 2020, wrote “Just Radio Activity: Study 
of a Natural Phenomenon.” Additionally, he has 
earned the Hans Beth Prize from the American 
Physical Society, Humboldt Research Award in 
Bonn, Germany, and Heraeus Visiting Professor 
Award from the University of Frankfurt. The 
University of Notre Dame bestowed upon him 
the Presidential Award, Edmond P. Joyce Award 
for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching and 
Research Achievement Award.

W
hile studying history and 
astronomy as a student in his 
native Germany, Dr. Michael 
Wiescher developed an interest in 
physics. He graduated with a BS in 

metaphysics in 1972, followed by a diploma in 
solid state physics in 1975 and a PhD in nuclear 
physics, summa cum laude, in 1980 from the 
University of Muenster. After receiving his 
doctorate, he began his career in academia and 
has since served several universities. Currently, 
he excels as the Frank M. Freimann Professor 
of Physics and director of the Nuclear Science 
Laboratory at the University of Notre Dame. His 
research interests include the study of nuclear 
reactions relative to the understanding of energy 
production and the origin of celestial elements.

Throughout his career, Dr. Wiescher also 
lent his time and expertise to Michigan State 
University as an adjunct professor, the University 
of Surrey in the United Kingdom as a concurrent 
professor, and the University of Frankfurt 
in Germany as a Heraeus Visiting Professor. 
Furthermore, he has served as an invited lecturer 

DR. MICHAEL 
WIESCHER

FRANK M. FREIMANN PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS

University of Notre Dame
Notre Dame, IN
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PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS 
(RETIRED)

Purdue University Northwest
Chicago, IL

TEACHER (RETIRED)

Russell County School District
Phenix City, AL

JOHN R. ALBRIGHT, PHD

D rawing upon a BA from Susquehanna University and an MS and PhD 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Dr. John R. Albright is 
a noted physicist, author, editor and educator. Retired since 2004, 

he most recently served Purdue University Northwest as a professor of 
physics and department head of physical sciences beginning in 1995. 
Earlier, he joined Florida State University (FSU) in Tallahassee in 1963 
as an assistant professor of physics and, subsequently, ascended the 
ranks to associate and full professor. He also served FSU as associate 
chairman of the physics department for five years.

Alongside his academic work, Dr. Albright co-edited “Interactive 
World, Interactive God: The Basic Reality of Creative Function” in 
2017. He contributed to the text, “Airy Function and Applications to 
Physics,” where his mathematical work was documented in the third 
chapter. Although he has experienced many achievements, including 
originating the Method of Albright, he is especially proud of two of his 
scholarly papers being published in the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology handbook. He earned the 1994 John M. Templeton 
Foundation Model Course Award, 1994 Teaching Incentive Award and 
1980 FSU President’s Award for Teaching.

L everaging her desire to help others, Bertha M. Alexander initially 
wanted to enter nursing. However, after deciding that the field was 
not suitable for her passionate nature, she delved into education 

in which she could witness the success of her students. Prior to 
embarking on her career, she attended Rust College, obtaining a 
BS in elementary education in 1965. After dedicating much time to 
her industry, she returned to her collegiate studies at Troy State 
University, receiving an MS in elementary education in 1982. At the 
inception of her career in 1965, she served Bob Woods Elementary 
School until transferring to Dixie Elementary School in 1970. 
Thereafter, she served as a teacher at Ladonia Elementary School 
in the Russell County School District from 1973 until her retirement 
in 2005. In her myriad roles, she taught kindergarten through third 
grade in a variety of subjects.

Recognized as Teacher of the Year by Ladonia Elementary School in 
1975 and Teacher of the Month in 2004, Ms. Alexander has maintained 
membership with the American and National Education Associations, 
as well as the Retired Educators Association. She has one son and two 
grandchildren.

BERTHA M. ALEXANDER
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A n alumnus of the University of Michigan, Dr. Albert J. Ammerman 
earned a BA in English literature, which prompted his interest 
in interdisciplinary fields such as humanities and archaeology. 

In 1972, he earned a PhD at the Institute of Archaeology at University 
College London and, subsequently, commenced his career. Allocating 
his time extensively to both New York and Italy for more than 40 years, Dr. 
Ammerman is acclaimed for his work with geneticist Luca Cavalli-Sforza, 
which brought together archaeology and human population genetics 
in the Neolithic transition in Europe. Additionally, Dr. Ammerman is a 
pioneer in environmental studies in ancient Rome and Venice.

Vocationally, Dr. Ammerman served Colgate University between 1986 
and 2019 as senior research associate, research professor, O’Connor 
Visiting Professor of Humanities, and, in 2020, was elected an 
international fellow of the Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti in 
Venice. Alongside other scholars, he recently established Archaeology 
LLC to raise funds for archaeological research. Prolifically published, 
Dr. Ammerman has written and edited eight books and has been 
featured in numerous journals. Presently, he is conducting research 
on projects in Venice, Rome and Paestum.

ARCHAEOLOGIST, 
HUMANITIES EDUCATOR

Istituto Veneto di Scienze, 
Lettere ed Arti
Venice, Italy

D rawing upon a BA in liberal arts and sciences from California 
State University in San Bernardino from 1992 and an MA from the 
University of La Verne from 1999, Janece D. Boyd has excelled as 

an educator for the Rialto Unified School District in California since 
1996. In her role, she instructs students in English and language arts, 
particularly within the realm of reading skills and the English language 
learners’ program. Earlier in her career, Ms. Boyd was a substitute 
teacher for the Colton Joint Unified School District from 1993 to 1996 
and an assistant at California State University from 1990 to 1991.

Alongside her endeavors in academia, Ms. Boyd is a published 
poet and frequently dedicates her time to local politics. Through her 
political work, she has leveraged her compassionate nature to fight for 
low-income women and children, as well as the homeless population. 
A former volunteer for a women’s agenda project, she served the 
Neighborhood Bookkeeping and Tax Service for 20 years from 1970 to 
1990. Looking forward, Ms. Boyd intends to experience the continued 
success of her career.

EDUCATOR

Rialto Unified School District
Rancho Cucamonga, CA

JANECE D. BOYD

ALBERT J. AMMERMAN, PHD
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EFFECTIVE SCHOOLS 
FRAMEWORK (ESF) 

FACILITATOR

Texas Education Agency
Austin, TX

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF 
ELEMENTARY AND EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Kennesaw State University
Kennesaw, GA

DR. JUDITH ANN CASKEY

D r. Judith Ann Caskey is an Effective Schools Framework (ESF) 
Facilitator for Texas Education Agency and Region 13 Education 
Service Center. She supports district and campus continuous 

improvement activities through the facilitation of the ESF diagnostic 
process. Since 2006, she has excelled as a professional service 
provider for Region 13 ESC and the Texas Center for District and School 
Support. She has worked with over 40 campuses that were designated 
as improvement required. Earlier, she served Region 8 ESC as director 
of curriculum and instruction and as a field service agent and was the 
secondary curriculum instructor at Texas A&M Consolidated ISD. She 
was also an educator at Waco ISD, A&M Consolidated ISD, Bellville 
ISD, Johnson City ISD and Daingerfield ISD.

Drawing upon a BA and MS from Baylor University, Dr. Caskey 
completed an EdD at Texas A&M University-Commerce in 2020. She 
was inducted into Kappa Delta Pi, Phi Delta Kappa and the Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi. She is the past president of the Nu, Delta 
Eta and Alpha Upsilon chapters of Delta Kappa Gamma and earned 
Achievement Awards at Nu chapter in 1988 and Alpha Upsilon 
chapter in 2021.

S ince 2004, Dr. Debra J. Coffey has excelled as an associate 
professor in the department of elementary and early childhood 
education at Kennesaw State University, where she teaches 

undergraduate and graduate courses. Her chapters, articles, manuals 
and seven textbooks resulted from extensive collaboration and 
highlight innovations in multicultural literature and strategies for 
literacy development. She shared these innovations in professional 
development sessions for teachers in Belize, Costa Rica and Ecuador.

A writer and editorial board member, including the Journal of 
Invitational Theory and Practice, Dr. Coffey received the 2018 A. B. Herr 
Award for Outstanding Literary Instruction from the Association of 
Educators and Researchers. She was named the 2010 Bagwell College 
of Education’s Distinguished Faculty Member for Undergraduate 
Service. She established collaborative networks as KSU Phi Kappa Phi 
president, regional coordinator and board of trustees member for the 
International Alliance for Invitational Education, and KSU Kappa Delta 
Pi advisor. She serves as the editor of the Journal of Young Adult and 
Children’s Literature and president of the CARE Special Interest Group 
of the International Literacy Association.

DR. DEBRA J. COFFEY
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S upported by a BS in mathematics and MS in communication 
from Mississippi College, as well as a PhD in theoretical physics 
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Dr. Ryan 

C. Fortenberry is a recognized voice in the sciences. Leveraging 
his innate curiosity about science, he has excelled as an associate 
professor of chemistry at the University of Mississippi since 2021. 
Joining the University of Mississippi in 2018 as an assistant professor, 
he previously served Mississippi College as an adjunct professor 
and Georgia Southern University as an assistant professor. Prior to 
embarking on his career, Dr. Fortenberry completed a postdoctoral 
fellowship at the NASA Ames Research Center.

Among his many achievements, Dr. Fortenberry is especially proud 
of his work “The First Molecule in the Universe,” which was published 
by Scientific American in 2020. Since the inception of his career, he 
has authored, co-authored and edited a myriad of other publications, 
contributed to professional journals and presented extensively in 
his field. For his excellence, Dr. Fortenberry has been honored with 
numerous alumnus awards, grants and research awards, including the 
2021 Cliff Fortenberry Alumnus of the Year Award.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR  
OF CHEMISTRY

University of Mississippi
Oxford, MS

W hile attending to her collegiate studies, Joyce M. Fortune 
desired to become an educator. After completing coursework 
at Rhode Island College and Providence College, she received 

a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth 
in 1973. Following her receipt of her degree, she thrived as a middle 
and high school teacher for the New England Christian Academy in 
Swansea, Massachusetts, for 28 years. During this time, Ms. Fortune 
returned to her alma mater and earned a master’s degree in 2012. She 
attributes her success to her psychology professor at the University 
of Massachusetts.

Outside of her primary ventures, Ms. Fortune has volunteered with 
several organizations, including the Johnson Christian Academy, New 
Testament Christian School, Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary 
and American Veterans. As a testament to her success, she earned a 
Teacher of the Year Award from the Association of Christian Schools 
International in 1987. Despite her lauded achievements, however, 
Ms. Fortune considers a highlight of her career to be mentoring her 
students through writing poetry. Notably, four of her students have 
been featured in “The American Poetry Anthology.”

TEACHER (RETIRED)

New England Christian 
Academy

Swansea, MA

Millennium 
Magazine
Featured Listee

JOYCE M. FORTUNE

RYAN C. FORTENBERRY, PHD
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PROFESSOR EMERITUS

University of Illinois  
Urbana-Champaign

Chetek, WI

PROFESSOR EMERITUS

Saint Louis University
Saint Louis, MO

ROBERT M. FOSSUM, PHD

D r. Robert M. Fossum joined the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign in 1964, where he first served as an instructor. 
Escalating through the ranks over the course of his career, he 

became an assistant professor in 1966, associate professor in 1968 and 
full professor in 1972. Working within the department of mathematics, 
Dr. Fossum attained emeritus status in 2008. During this time, he 
also notably served as a professor at the Beckman Institute for eight 
years. Post-retirement, he continued his vocational endeavors as the 
president of Tronderlag of America for five years.

Drawing upon a BA from St. Olaf College and an MA and PhD from 
the University of Michigan, Dr. Fossum has lectured abroad at Aarhus 
University and Copenhagen University in Denmark, as well as at Oslo 
University in Norway and the University of Paris in France. For his 
achievements, he received the 2010 Alumni Achievement Award from 
St. Olaf College and was elected a fellow of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science and the American Mathematical 
Society. Further, he is a senior member of the IEEE and a lifetime 
member of the Association for Computing Machinery.

D rawing upon a bachelor’s degree in physical therapy and master’s 
degree in health science, both from Washington University, Dr. 
Ethel Maureen Frese is recognized extensively for her expertise in 

health care. Receiving a Doctor of Physical Therapy from Saint Louis 
University in 2006, she previously served the university as a professor in 
the Doisy College of Health Sciences for 43 years until attaining emeritus 
status in 2021. Earlier in her career, she was an adjunct instructor at 
the Washington University School of Medicine, University of Tennessee 
Health Science Center and Meramec Junior College. Likewise, she 
served in clinical capacities with St. Joseph Hospital, Missouri Baptist 
Hospital and Saint Louis University Hospital, among others.

Dr. Frese formerly sat on the editorial boards of the Cardiopulmonary 
Physical Therapy Journal and the Journal of Gerontology. To 
attest to her success, she received the Lucy Blair Service Award 
from the American Physical Therapy Association and the Helen 
Holzum Whealan Service Award from the Eastern District of the 
Missouri Physical Therapy Association. Despite these illuminating 
achievements, however, she is especially proud to have served as the 
mace bearer for Saint Louis University’s 2021 graduation ceremony.

DR. ETHEL MAUREEN FRESE
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PROFESSOR EMERITUS

University of North Florida
Jacksonville, FL

V era Rebecca Lloyd S. Johnson desired to become a school teacher 
since she was in first grade. Upon receiving a BS in elementary 
education from the University at Buffalo in 1966, she began serving 

as a pre-kindergarten through sixth grade public school teacher 
in various school districts across New York and Massachusetts. In 
addition, she was a founding team member of the B.U.I.L.D. Academy, 
executive director of the Day Care Coordinator Council and training 
coordinator for the Economic Opportunity Commission. During this 
time, she also received an MS in elementary education from her alma 
mater in 1971. Prior to her retirement in 2008, Ms. Johnson was a 
curriculum specialist for the Washington Rose Elementary School.

Ms. Johnson is a certified school administrator and supervisor by 
the New York State Board of Education and previously served as a 
consultant for Scholastic Publications and mentor for the Leadership 
Training Institute. As a testament to her success, she was named the 
1991-1992 Teacher of the Year by the Roosevelt School District, as well 
as received a monetary grant from LeVar Burton’s “Reading Rainbow” 
television program through PBS in 1996.

CURRICULUM SPECIALIST 
(RETIRED)

Washington Rose  
Elementary School

Roosevelt, NY

VERA REBECCA LLOYD S. JOHNSON, BS, MS

EDWARD ALDEN JOHNSON, PHD

D r. Edward A. Johnson served as a business dean at four universi-
ties: Rochester Institute of Technology, Texas Christian University, 
University of Colorado at Boulder and University of North Florida. 

He also held positions as interim vice president of university relations 
and interim executive director of the University Foundation at University 
of North Florida. He obtained a bachelor’s degree in psychology from An-
tioch College, master’s degree in industrial and labor relations from Cor-
nell University, and PhD in management from Michigan State University.

Dr. Johnson has held professorial positions in management at West 
Virginia University, Rochester Institute of Technology, Texas Christian 
University, University of Colorado at Boulder and University of North 
Florida, from which he retired in 2008 with emeritus status. He received 
numerous awards for his outstanding and innovative teaching, including 
two national awards, two university-wide awards and eight College of 
Business Awards. Dr. Johnson is published in academic and professional 
journals and has presented academic papers at conferences throughout 
the world. He served on numerous business and nonprofit boards of 
directors and government commissions, including serving as chairman 
of the board of Blue Cross of Rochester, New York.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
COACH

Montgomery County 
Community College

Blue Bell, PA

ROBERT E. SCOTT 
DISTINGUISHED 

PROFESSOR OF LAW

University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA

COLLEEN NICOLE KASTER

A fter receiving a bachelor’s degree from Pennsylvania State 
University in 2011, Colleen Nicole Kaster initially worked in the 
food industry. During this tenure, she discovered that a field office 

near her alma mater was looking to hire individuals for their loan 
counselor position in their financial assistance office. Subsequently, 
Ms. Kaster was accepted and served as a loan counselor for the 
Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency between 2014 to 
2015. Thereafter, she excelled at Arcadia University as an enrollment 
management counselor and financial aid specialist between 2015 to 
2019. Since 2019, she has thrived as a financial assistance coach at 
Montgomery County Community College.

Maintaining affiliation with the North America Financial Aid 
Association and Pennsylvania Financial Aid Association, Ms. Kaster 
attributes her success to her drive to succeed. She notes that while 
she was attending college herself, she found the process of receiving 
financial aid to be challenging and unclear. Therefore, she endeavored 
to help students like herself understand the financial aid process. 
Looking toward the future, Ms. Kaster intends to pursue a master’s 
degree in higher education to advance further in her field.

A fter earning a JD from the University of Chicago, Douglas Laycock 
began serving the university as an assistant professor in 1976. 
Promoted to full professor in 1980, he departed one year later 

to begin serving the University of Texas School of Law, where he 
eventually became the Alice McKean Young regents chair in law. He 
attained emeritus status in 2006. Thereafter, Mr. Laycock served the 
University of Michigan as a Yale Kamisar collegiate professor of law 
for four years and, since 2010, has excelled as the Robert E. Scott 
distinguished professor of law at the University of Virginia.

Mr. Laycock is most notable for his myriad publications on religious 
liberty, having served as lead counsel in six religious liberty cases 
before the United States Supreme Court. His writings have been 
collected in five volumes totaling nearly 5,000 pages. For his success, 
he earned the Roger and Madeleine Traynor Faculty Achievement 
Award from the University of Virginia and the Bill of Rights and 
Religious Liberty Award from Utah Valley University. Earlier, he 
received Civil Libertarian of the Year Awards from the ACLU of Texas 
in 1995 and 2000.

DOUGLAS LAYCOCK
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H erminia G. Lopez joined the Goose Creek Consolidated 
Independent School District (GCCISD) in 1984 and remained 
with the district until her retirement in 2012. During her tenure 

at GCCISD, she served as a first-grade teacher, parental assistant 
for children who were not meeting full potential, drafter of an early 
childhood grant for the Even Start Program, second-grade bilingual 
teacher, and a home liaison and local MEP state representative for 
the Title I Migrant Educator Program. Prior to these appointments, 
Ms. Lopez excelled with Matthiessen Elementary School, where she 
taught English as a second language to migrant students. Throughout 
her lengthy career, she continually encouraged students and their 
families in remaining committed to their academic studies.

Holding a BS and an MS from the University of Houston at Clear Lake, 
Ms. Lopez is certified as an elementary school teacher and in bilingual 
education, English as a second language and parent education. She 
was honored with a 2019 Award for Excellence from Lee College’s 
Hispanic Education Access and Completion Committee and was 
nominated for 1991 Bilingual Teacher of the Year by the GCCISD 
Bilingual Teachers Association.

BILINGUAL EDUCATOR 
(RETIRED)

Goose Creek Consolidated 
Independent School District

Houston, TX

S upported by a BA from Georgetown University, postgraduate 
coursework at the University of Lille, and an MA and PhD from 
Yale University, Dr. William L. McBride has excelled as the Arthur 

G. Hansen Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at Purdue University 
since 2001. First joining Purdue University’s faculty in 1973 as an 
associate professor, he was promoted to full professor in 1976. Earlier 
in his career, Dr. McBride served Yale University as an instructor of 
philosophy, assistant professor and associate professor between 1964 
and 1973. He also briefly lectured at Northwestern University in 1972.

Alongside his teaching efforts, Dr. McBride is a prolific author and 
editor, having penned many works on social theory and 20th century 
Eastern European political philosophy. The author of “The Idea of 
Values” in 2003 and editor of “Social and Political Philosophy” in 2006, 
he has furthered his expertise by being a past president of Fédération 
Internationale des Sociétés de Philosophie. For his achievements, 
he was honored as a Decorated Chevalier of the Ordre des Palmes 
Academiques and earned a Silver Medal from the Institute of 
Philosophy at the Russian Academy of Sciences.

ARTHUR G. HANSEN 
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR 

OF PHILOSOPHY

Purdue University
Lafayette, IN

WILLIAM L. MCBRIDE, PHD

HERMINIA G. LOPEZ
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PROFESSOR EMERITUS OF 
THEOLOGY

Marquette University
Milwaukee, WI

EDUCATOR (RETIRED), 
WEDDING OFFICIANT, 

INTUITIVE CONSULTANT

Fairfax, CA

PAUL MISNER, THD

D rawing upon 40 years of excellence in theology and academia, 
Dr. Paul Misner joined Marquette University in Milwaukee in 1979 
as an assistant professor of theology. Advancing to associate 

professor in 1983 and full professor in 1995, he was recognized with 
the title of professor emeritus of theology in 2002. Earlier in his 
career, Dr. Misner was ordained as a priest by the Roman Catholic 
Church in 1961 and served as an associate pastor for St. Basil Parish 
in Pittsburgh for three years. He also served Boston College as an 
assistant professor of theology for six years.

Dr. Misner holds a BA from St. Charles Borromeo Seminary and a ThD 
from the University of Munich, received in 1958 and 1969, respectively. 
Recognized as an astute authority figure in European historical 
theology, he has written and edited numerous books, including 
“Social Catholicism in Europe: From the Onset of Industrialization to 
the Second World War” in 1991 and “Catholic Labor Movements in 
Europe” in 2015. Dr. Misner is a past president of the North America 
Academy of Ecumenists and past publications chair of the College 
Theological Society.

S upported by a BA in English from the University of Redlands 
and a secondary teaching credential from the University of 
California Berkeley, Sandra Chadwick Mussey is an extensively 

trained intuitive consultant, wedding officiant, and international 
intuitive development and expressive art trainer. Drawing upon over 
30 years of expertise, she successfully facilitated over 40 training 
sessions throughout Europe between 1992 and 2012 and has served 
as a wedding officiant since 1997. She is a former English teacher at 
Vallejo Junior High School and former drama instructor at American 
Conservatory Theater’s Young Conservatory.

Ms. Mussey has facilitated multi-levels of intuitional development 
workshops and expressive art therapy seminars, having appeared as 
a trainer and speaker at International Peace and Conflict Resolution 
conferences and seminars in Russia, U.S., Switzerland, Serbia, 
Montenegro and Ukraine. She was a crisis hotline counselor for the 
Novato Human Needs Center in Marin County, California. She has been 
interviewed for her expertise and earned a Congressional Recognition 
Award from the Honorable Barbara Boxer in 1984 and Bronze Medal 
from the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art in 1974.

SANDRA CHADWICK MUSSEY
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R etired since 2000, Molly M. Penny excelled for 40 years as a first 
through third grade teacher at the District 60 Waukegan Public 
Schools in Illinois, through which she notably taught language 

arts and communications. Hailing from Waukegan, Illinois, herself, Ms. 
Penny was humbled by the opportunity to serve her community of 
which she had participated for much of her life. She draws upon a 
formative love of learning and desire to become an educator. Upon her 
retirement, she earned the National Education Award in 2000.

Ms. Penny holds a BS in education from Northern Illinois University 
and a master’s degree from National Louis University. Outside of her 
primary educational endeavors, she has served the Waukegan Uptown 
Lions Club for many years, having been a former president, as well as 
the District 1F governor for Lions Club International from 2013 to 2014. 
She has also been a member of the National Education Association 
and Illinois Teachers Union. Looking forward, Ms. Penny intends to 
continue excelling with the Waukegan Uptown Lions Club, serve as a 
mentor to younger members and enjoy her well-deserved retirement.

ELEMENTARY TEACHER 
(RETIRED)

District 60 Waukegan  
Public Schools
Beach Park, IL

D r. Ferenc Sebök is noteworthy for his expertise in the fine arts, 
psychology, academia and music, through which he has accrued 
over 40 years of experience in his fields. Since 2008, he has 

excelled as a lecturer at the Belgian Chamber of Accountants and 
Chartered Accountants, having also lent his considerable expertise 
as a consultant and profile analyst for testing in schools and other 
professional environments. He is renowned as a trainer for EMEC, 
where he hosts and partakes in seminars regarding communication, 
conflict management and stress management, and was an assistant 
professor of pedagogy and social sciences at CFEL.

Holding a bachelor’s degree in speech therapy, two master’s 
degrees in labor sciences and psychopedagogy, and a doctorate in 
educational psychology, Dr. Sebök also holds a master’s degree in fine 
arts. He possesses 35 accolades for his endeavors throughout Europe 
and was highlighted at the Art Expo Gallery Gran Premio Montecarlo. 
He authored “What is Business Training Engineering,” “Knowledge 
Management and Lifelong Learning” and “Conflict Management: 
Introduction to the World of the Cities.” In 2021, he received an 
honorary DHL from Open University.

EDUCATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGIST, SPEECH 

THERAPIST, SOCIAL JUDGE

Grâce-Hollogne, Belgium

DR. FERENC SEBÖK

MOLLY M. PENNY
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MUSIC EDUCATOR 
(RETIRED)

Potosi High School
Bonne Terre, MO

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER, PRESIDENT, 

FOUNDER

L & M Mobile Learning LLC
Jamaica, NY

GREGORY R. SPRADLEY

D rawing upon several decades of experience in music education, 
Gregory R. Spradley commenced his career in 1969 at Birch 
Tree Mountain View School District, serving for two years as a 

vocal and instrumental music director. As his career progressed, 
he subsequently served as a vocal and instrumental director for 
kindergarten through 12th grade at the Southern Reynolds County 
R-2 School District for 28 years. Prior to his retirement in 2003, he 
excelled as a vocal music director at Potosi High School beginning in 
1999. Post-retirement, Mr. Spradley has served as a substitute teacher 
for various school districts throughout Missouri and has lent his 
expertise as a music director for several churches.

Mr. Spradley holds a BA from Southwest Baptist University and 
has maintained membership with the Southeast Missouri Teachers 
Association, for whom he was junior high vocal vice president for four 
years, and the American Choral Directors Association, with whom 
he was affiliated from 1972 to 2019. Although he has experienced 
many achievements, he is especially proud of directing a Broadway 
musical, titled “Lil Abner,” during which he had 65 children acting with 
numerous live animals.

D esiring to give the best to her children, LaShon Winstead quit 
her full-time job nearly three decades ago and homeschooled 
her children. As her homeschooling progressed, she found other 

mothers who were looking for similar paths for their children. As 
such, Ms. Winstead transformed her home into a daycare, thereby 
introducing her formally to the realm of education. Since 2015, she 
has excelled as the chief executive officer, president and founder of L 
& M Mobile Learning LLC. Additionally, she has been the owner and 
director of All In Together Group Family Childcare since 2000, as well 
as the owner of the Bricks 4 Kidz STEM Program and the founder and 
president of Girls Who Build STEAM.

Drawing upon certifications in childcare, early childhood education 
and children with special needs, Ms. Winstead was always interested 
in STEM. Realizing that it was primarily a male-dominated field, she 
persevered and has since served as a mentor for young girls who 
also wish to enter the sciences. In light of her success and drive, she 
received the Top 100 Visionary Award in Education from the Global 
Forum of Education and Leadership in 2020.

LASHON WINSTEAD
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R etired since 2013, Dr. William Ronald YaDeau served Millikin 
University as an associate professor of music from 1978 to 1979 
and again from 1980 to 2013. Teaching piano instruction and 

music theory to beginner and advanced music students, he previously 
spent four years as an instructor of piano at Eastern Oregon University 
beginning in 1972. Throughout his career, Dr. YaDeau has presented 
piano recitals, lectures and demonstrations across the United States, 
as well as in Slovakia and Belarus, and has maintained affiliation 
with the Music Teachers National Association for nearly 50 years. 
He and his wife, Lois, were the first musicians sent to Slovakia under 
instruction from the Cleveland-Bratislava Sister Cities Association.

Drawing upon a BMus from Baldwin-Wallace College from 1968, Dr. 
YaDeau also holds an MMus and DMA from the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign from 1969 and 1980, respectively. In 2003, he was 
notably named a foundation fellow of the Music Teachers National 
Association, having previously served on their board of directors. 
Additionally, Dr. YaDeau is a past president of the Illinois State Music 
Teachers Association and serves as chairman of the board of trustees 
of Walther Theological Seminary.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF 
MUSIC (RETIRED)

Millikin University
Forsyth, IL

DR. WILLIAM RONALD YADEAU



SU2C-Optum-Fox-PSA_2022_8x10.5.indd
11-8-2022 5:11 PM Eric Whitaker / Eric

1

Job
Client
Media Type
Live
Trim
Bleed
Pubs

SU2C_Optum
SU2C
Page Ad
7.25" x 9.75"
8" x 10.5"
8.75" x 11.25"
None

Job info

None

Notes

Art Director
Copywriter
Account Mgr
Studio Artist
Proofreader

None
None
E Whitaker
S Mitchell
M Miller

Approvals

Fonts
ITC Machine (Bold), ITC Avant Garde Gothic 
Pro (Medium, Book), ITC Avant Garde Gothic 
BT (Bold)

Images
SU2C-Rally-Fox-Art.psd (RGB; 322 ppi; 
92.94%)

Inks
 Cyan,  Magenta,  Yellow,  Black

Fonts & Images 

Saved at Nonefrom C02CG479MD6T by Printed At

MAKE
THE

HEALTHY
CALL

Stand Up To Cancer 
and Optum®

want to help you reduce 
your risk of cancer so...

TAKE THE PLEDGE
to get screened and 

learn more about 
cancer prevention.

To learn more and 
get helpful 

resources, visit
TakeAHealthyStand.org

Stand Up To Cancer is a division of the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF), 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.

Photo By
FRED SIEGEL

Stand Up To Cancer Ambassadors
JOE BUCK & 

JOHN SMOLTZ

T:8"
T:10.5"



88 Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

ENERGY, ENGINEERING AND MANUFACTURING

S
erving C.R. Laurence Co., Inc., for the majority of his career, 
Danny M. Alba joined the company in 1971 as a janitor. Quickly 
escalating through the ranks, he was promoted to assistant 
branch manager in 1973, remaining in the role until 1986. For 
the following four years, he excelled as the assistant operations 

manager until being promoted again to operations manager in 1990. Mr. 
Alba served C.R. Laurence Co. as their operations manager for nearly 30 
years until his retirement in 2018. Earlier in his career, he worked for a 
Japanese company that exported cassette players to the United States, and 
also briefly served as a gas station employee.

During his tenure with C.R. Laurence Co., Mr. Alba took a company-
sponsored Dale Carnegie course, which was a 15-night public speaking 
class. Although initially unskilled in the art of public speaking, Mr. Alba 
assimilated quickly and was soon recognized as Best Speaker during one 
class. Towards the end of the course, he notably received a book that was 
only given to the participant most deserving of the accolade in the class. 
Mr. Alba was the only individual at C.R. Laurence Co. to have received this 
award, which was met with great enthusiasm and recognition.

Now in retirement, Mr. Alba enjoys gardening in his spare time. He notes 
that he is immensely proud of the roses and trees he has planted in his yard. 
He is the proud father of three daughters and doting grandfather of three 
granddaughters and two grandsons. His eldest daughter lives in Arizona 
with her husband and two children. His second daughter and youngest 
daughter both live in California, one of whom works for corporate at Disney 
and the other serves as a flight attendant for Delta Airlines. Looking toward 
the future, Mr. Alba intends to continue spending quality time with his wife 
and family. He attributes his career success to his dedication and loyalty to 
his work, which was greatly appreciated by his employer.
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DANNY M. ALBA
OPERATIONS MANAGER

C.R. Laurence Co., Inc.
Jurupa Valley, CA
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she first joined Humble Oil and Refining Co., 
where she served as a computer analyst for 
seven years. During this time, she developed 
numerous simulation programs and also thrived 
as an advisor. As time progressed, Ms. Beckmann 
transferred her skills to an engineering capacity 
at Humble Oil and Refining Co., until it was 
rebranded as Exxon in 1972.

During the company’s several transitions and 
rebranding efforts, Ms. Beckmann remained 
steadfast in her mission and dedication to her 
work. In 1999, Exxon experienced a merger and 
was reinvented as ExxonMobil. Recently, Ms. 
Beckmann celebrated her 60th work anniversary 
with the company in 2021 and looks forward 
to working in the oil, refining, engineering and 
energy sectors for as long as she is able to do 
so. In her current role as a senior economic 
advisor, she focuses her efforts on planning and 
optimization, as well as mentoring the emerging 
engineers and software professionals.

Prior to delving into her career, Ms. Beckmann 
attended the University of Mississippi, earning 
a BS in chemical engineering in 1961. During 
her collegiate studies, she was the first female 
engineering graduate from the university and, 
later on, she was recognized by the university 
with their Distinguished Alumni Award. To 
remain aware of ongoing changes in her field, 
she maintains membership with the American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers.

For her success, Ms. Beckmann was named 
among the Top 10 People by the American Business 
Women’s Association and a Trailblazer Award from 
the YWCA. She is a member of the United Way and 
the Quota Club. In her spare time, she dedicates 
herself to her local church, where she previously 
served as a board treasurer and administrator.  
She presently resides in Baton Rouge.

A 
senior economic advisor for 
ExxonMobil through their office in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Barbara 
Kerr Beckmann is recognized as 
a trailblazing pioneer within the 

engineering and energy industries. In 1961, 

BARBARA KERR 
BECKMANN

SENIOR ECONOMIC ADVISOR

ExxonMobil
Baton Rouge, LA
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Technologies GmbH in Munich, Germany. 
Between 2007 and 2015, Mr. Borutta was the chief 
visionary officer for ROFA Industrial Automation 
AG in Kolbermoor, Germany, and, from 2015 
to 2016, he was chief executive officer of the 
eponymously named Martin Borutta Strategic 
Consulting in Stephanskirchen.

To complement his career endeavors, Mr. 
Borutta pursued a formal education at the 
University of Applied Sciences in Munich, where 
he earned a diploma in automotive engineering 
in 1994. Many years later, he received an MBA 
from the University of Augsburg in Germany 
in 2001. Although his career has had many 
achievements, Mr. Borutta is especially proud 
of acquiring TEUPEN after it had been sold to a 
private equity firm.

Looking forward, Mr. Borutta intends to 
develop TEUPEN in the United States market. 
For more information, please visit https://www.
teupen-usa.com. 

S
ince 2017, Martin Borutta has served as 
the chief executive officer of TEUPEN  
North America, Inc., headquartered 
in Pineville, North Carolina. First  
established more than 35 years ago in  

Germany, TEUPEN is recognized as a premier 
manufacturer of compact track lifts with a world-
wide outreach. In 2009, the company established 
TEUPEN North America as its North American 
sales and service support center. Since its launch 
in America, TEUPEN has developed a myriad  
of lift technologies to suit the need of every  
customer while leveraging the perfect craftsman-
ship developed in Germany decades ago.

At the inception of his career in 1993,  
Mr. Borutta served as a technical director 
for U2 Office Buromobelfabrik in Germany, 
followed by similar tenures with Trend 
Office Buromobelfabrik GmbH & Co. and 
Topstar Mobel GmbH. He later returned to 
Trend Office Buromobelfabrik GmbH & Co. 
in Langenneufnach, Germany, in 1997 as 
chief executive officer before serving in the 
same capacity for Joy@Office Consulting 
in Stephanskirchen, Germany, and TTK 

MARTIN BORUTTA
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

TEUPEN North America, Inc.
Pineville, NC

https://www.teupen-usa.com/
https://www.teupen-usa.com/
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He remained with the company for one decade, 
serving in such roles as outside sales engineer, 
international key account manager and area vice 
president of the Gulf Coast region.

Since departing from Endress+Hauser Group, 
Mr. Boudreaux has excelled as President, Board 
Chair and Managing Partner at Vector Controls 
and Automation Group in Pearland, Texas. Vector 
Controls and Automation Group is a manufacturing 
representative and solutions provider business 
that represents many pioneering producers in 
the manufacturing industry, as well as offers 
technical services for products and solutions. 
Vector also provides in-person training, online 
courses and webinars, among other specialties. 
In his role as President, Mr. Boudreaux maintains 
responsibility of the company’s engineered sales, 
projects, solutions, services and training groups. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Mr. Boudreaux 
helped the company adapt into digital methods 
of conducting business, such as using Microsoft 
Teams and Zoom.

As a testament to his success, Mr. Boudreaux 
was nominated for CEO of the Year by the 
Houston Business Journal in 2020, and Vector 
Controls and Automation Group was honored 
in the Top 100 Best Places to Work in Houston. 
Outside of his primary endeavors, he is a 
frequent supporter of several philanthropic 
and charitable organizations, such as Toys for 
Children, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
the Lone Survivor Foundation, Suits for Veterans 
and others. He is also a noted member of the 
Measure Control and Automation Association, 
the International Society of Automation and the 
American Waste Water Association. Locally, he 
served on the advisory board of Lamar University 
and St. Michael’s Orthodox Christian Church.

Mr. Boudreaux attributes his success to the 
support of his family, which includes his wife 
Malinda and two sons, Grant and Luke.

S
upported by a BBA from Lamar 
University in 1998, Jared W. Boudreaux 
commenced his career in 1997 as a 
manager and sales trainee for All-
Phase Electric-CED until 2000. For 

the following three years, he excelled as an 
account manager for GE Infrastructure Sensing 
before joining Endress+Hauser Group in 2003. 

JARED W. 
BOUDREAUX

PRESIDENT, BOARD CHAIR, MANAGING PARTNER

Vector Controls and Automation Group
Pearland, TX
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G
rowing up, Skylar R. DeWeese, PE, witnessed both of his 
parents become involved in the civil engineering industry. 
As they both had worked on the Roosevelt Dam in Arizona, 
Mr. DeWeese sought to enter the same field himself. Receiving 
a BS in civil engineering from the University of New Mexico in 

2008, he previously studied traffic and transportation engineering before 
delving into geotechnical engineering. During this transition, he joined 
the staff of Bohannan Huston, Inc., in Albuquerque, New Mexico, as a field 
and materials testing laboratory manager. Subsequently, he served as 
a testing technician before acquiring his current role as a civil engineer 
and geotechnical engineer. Bohannan Huston is a nationally recognized 
consulting firm that specializes in engineering, spatial data and advanced 
technologies. For more information about Bohannan Huston, Inc., please 
visit https://bhinc.com. 

Certified in myriad areas, Mr. DeWeese is a certified aggregate materials 
testing and laboratory technician and holds additional credentials in 
concrete strength testing, concrete field testing, hot mix asphalt material 
testing and soil materials testing. Civically engaged as well, he frequently 
serves as a donor to the Salvation Army and many other charitable efforts. 
Additionally, he has maintained affiliation with the American Concrete 
Institute, the Asphalt Pavement Association of New Mexico, and the 
New Mexico Department of Transportation’s Technician Training and 
Certification Program.

Mr. DeWeese attributes his success to his quality of testing, and he prides 
himself on his ability to test materials accurately and efficiently. Looking 
toward the future, he intends to help grow the laboratory to become its own 
group. Additionally, he would like to advance professionally at Bohannan 
Huston, Inc., in an effort to hold greater responsibility in the laboratory 
and oversee staff members. In his spare time, he enjoys attending classical 
music concerts and playing the piano.

SKYLAR R. DEWEESE, PE
CIVIL ENGINEER, GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER

Bohannan Huston, Inc.
Albuquerque, NM

https://bhinc.com/
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E
ncouraged to enter the field of engineering from a young age,  
S. Michael Feroz earned a BS in civil engineering from the 
University of Peshawar in his native Pakistan in 1964, where he 
graduated as valedictorian. Upon his arrival to the United States, 
he received an MS in civil engineering from the California Institute 

of Technology in 1966. A registered professional engineer in several 
U.S. states, he is also a certified hazardous waste remediation engineer, 
geotechnical engineer and water resources engineer. Notably, Mr. Feroz is 
a fellow of the American Society of Civil Engineers.

At the inception of his career in 1966, Mr. Feroz served from office 
engineer to project engineer at LeRoy Crandall & Associate until 1972. For 
the following 18 years, he was a chief geotechnical engineering specialist 
for Bechtel Corporation. Other appointments to his credit have included 
as a deputy director of tunnel construction for Parsons, a project executive 
for Gilbane Building Company and a quality assurance manager for Seattle 
Tunnel Partners. Since 2015, he has excelled as director of construction for 
MRJF Consulting, Inc.

Mr. Feroz possesses more than 35 years of expertise in professional 
engineering, design and construction management, environmental 
investigations, cleanup of hazardous waste contaminated sites, and soil 
improvement for foundation support, among other areas. He has contributed 
much of his time to infrastructure, water and wastewater projects, as well 
as roads, highways, bridges and railroad tunnels. He also boasts significant 
experience on multi-billion dollar projects in the Middle East.

For his success, Mr. Feroz received a Gold Medal and the President of 
Pakistan Cash Award. He also earned the Blue Heron Award for Superior 
Construction Management. A lifetime member of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers and a member of the Society of Mining and Metals, he is 
especially proud of working on the largest transportation tunnel in Seattle, 
which was built beneath the high-rise towers. Additionally, he designed 
and constructed a water tunnel several hundred feet below the bed of Lake 
Mead in Las Vegas.

S. MICHAEL FEROZ
DIRECTOR OF CONSTRUCTION

MRJF Consulting, Inc.
Walnut, CA



94 Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

ENERGY, ENGINEERING AND MANUFACTURING

G
rowing up in the Apollo Space Mission era during the 1960s and 
1970s, David S. Greeson was inspired to enter the aerospace 
industry after watching astronauts walk on the Moon. Attending 
the University of Texas at Austin, he received a Bachelor 
of Science in aerospace engineering in 1985. During his 

undergraduate studies, he served as an aerospace engineering co-op for 
the United States Air Force Civil Service in 1982 and for IBM from 1983 to 
1984. After receiving his bachelor’s degree, Mr. Greeson joined SAIC, where 
he was a space systems engineer from 1985 to 1987.

Subsequently, Mr. Greeson served as a space systems engineer at Martin 
Marietta Corporation from 1987 to 1989 and at McDonnell Douglas from 
1989 to 1994. Joining the technical staff of Dynacs, Inc., shortly thereafter, 
he served in that capacity for two years before becoming an avionics 
systems engineer for Lear Astronics/BAE Systems from 1996 to 1997. From 
there, he became a proposal management consultant for Steven Myers & 
Associates from 1997 to 1998, a project risk manager for Futron Corporation 
from 1998 to 2000 and a systems engineer for L3 Communications from 
2000 to 2006. For the following two years, Mr. Greeson served as a space 
systems engineer for the Charles Stark Draper Laboratory. Since 2008, he 
has excelled as an aerospace engineer for the NASA Marshall Space Flight 
Center in Huntsville, Alabama.

A member of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, 
Mr. Greeson attributes his success to his passion for the industry. He 
emphasizes that he has always loved the idea of seeing humankind explore 
space, and he is grateful for the opportunities he has been afforded to aid 
in those missions. Looking toward the future, Mr. Greeson intends to ease 
into a well-deserved retirement.
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DAVID S. GREESON
AEROSPACE ENGINEER

NASA Marshall Space Flight Center
Huntsville, AL
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for Allegiant Industrial since 2019. Earlier in 
his career, Mr. Holland served ExxonMobil 
as a construction coordinator, senior project 
nuclear engineer, engineering manager, director 
of project development and vice president of 
engineering. He has also lent his expertise to 
the U.S. government as an energy advisor to the 
Government of Afghanistan between 2005 and 
2006, during which time he was a project director 
for numerous energy-related projects.

Prior to delving into his career, Mr. Holland 
pursued a formal education at Drexel University, 
where he earned a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering in 1968. Shortly 
thereafter, he enrolled in Stanford University 
and received a Master of Science in mechanical 
engineering in 1969. Following his receipt of his 
degrees, he became a registered professional 
engineer in the States of Pennsylvania, Texas, 
California, Ohio and Hawaii. In light of his 
aptitude in engineering, Mr. Holland was elected 
a fellow of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers.

Outside of his primary endeavors, Mr. Holland 
frequently volunteered as a sports coach and 
has served the Christian ministries in North 
Houston. Additionally, he is a past president 
of the Lakewood Forest Civic Association. To 
remain abreast of developments in his field, he 
has been a member of the American Nuclear 
Society, American Welding Society, American 
Chemical Society and International Gas Turbine 
Institute, for whom he served as a board member. 
As a testament to his success, he earned a Gold 
Award from the American Welding Society and 
the Dean W.R. Woolrich Award for Engineer of 
the Year for South Texas.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Holland 
intends to continue collaborating with other 
internationally focused professionals to 
experience the continued growth of his career.

D
rawing upon more than 50 years of 
expertise in engineering, Howard Walter 
Holland, PE, has excelled as the owner 
and principal of Tecaso Consulting 
since 2001, an engineering consultancy 

that focuses its efforts on product development 
and engineering projects. Alongside this role, he 
has also served as the director of engineering 

HOWARD WALTER 
HOLLAND, PE

PRINCIPAL, OWNER

Tecaso Consulting
Houston, TX
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D
rawing upon six decades of professional experience in 
electronics, Willard E. Salter Sr. has excelled as the senior 
director of test and evaluation at Fairchild Space and Electronics 
in Germantown, Maryland. He previously served the corporation 
as a test technician, supervisor and test engineering department 

manager beginning in 1963. A division of Fairchild Aircraft, Fairchild Space 
and Electronics was an American aircraft and aerospace manufacturing 
company with three locations in New York, Maryland and Texas. Earlier 
in his career, Mr. Salter was an electronic test technician at the Emerson 
Research Laboratory in Silver Spring, Maryland, between 1961 and 1963. 
He additionally spent time as a customer service technician for the 
Dictaphone Corporation.

To prepare for his career, Mr. Salter pursued a formal education at 
Montgomery Junior College, from which he received a technical degree 
in 1961. Shortly thereafter, he earned a Bachelor of Science in human 
behavioral science from National Louis University in Chicago in 1963. 
While attending to his collegiate studies, Mr. Salter served active duty in the 
United States Navy aboard the USS Saratoga (CVA-60) from 1956 to 1958. He 
later served in the Army Reserves between 1958 and 1963.

An elected fellow of his undergraduate alma mater, National Louis 
University, Mr. Salter also maintained membership with the Institute 
of Environmental Science. Civically engaged in his spare time, he has 
volunteered with the organization People Helping People. He attributes his 
immense success to his willingness to work diligently in order to complete 
projects, as well as the support of his colleagues. Among his notable 
highlights, Mr. Salter is especially proud of his progression from a test 
technician to senior director within Fairchild Space and Electronics.

Mr. Salter received an Achievement Certificate, which was signed by 
several astronauts, as a testament to his success. Looking toward the 
future, he intends to spend more time with his seven grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren.
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WILLARD E. SALTER SR.
SENIOR DIRECTOR OF TEST AND EVALUATION

Fairchild Space and Electronics
Myersville, MD
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W
hile pursuing his undergraduate studies at Purdue 
University, Don R. Schilling became interested in electrical 
engineering. Drawing upon prior experience with his uncle, 
who owned a radio repair shop and made Mr. Schilling 
an AM radio, Mr. Schilling obtained a Bachelor of Science 

in electrical engineering in 1973. Subsequently, he began serving as an 
electrical engineer for Indiana Michigan Power Company in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, where he remained for six years. During this time, he also 
completed a Master of Science in business administration from Indiana 
University in 1977.

Mr. Schilling joined Decatur County REMC in Greensburg, Indiana, in 1979, 
where he first served as an assistant general manager until 1986. Shortly 
thereafter, he was promoted to general manager and president, remaining 
in those roles until his retirement in 2017. Congruent to this path, Mr. 
Schilling also served as secretary-treasurer and president of Hometown 
Energy LLC between 2001 and 2017. Overall, he accrued more than 40 years 
of experience in engineering and holds a professional engineer license in 
the State of Indiana.

In light of his laudable achievements, Mr. Schilling is especially proud 
of his longstanding tenure with Decatur County REMC, where there were 
no fatalities recorded throughout his entire career with the company. 
Likewise, he is also proud of becoming president of his local economic 
development corporation, through which he and his colleagues took the 
Honda Assembly Plant to Greensburg, Indiana, and brought an additional 
2,000 jobs to the area.

To remain aware of changes in the field, Mr. Schilling is a member of the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers and the Greensburg Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Notably, he served the Chamber of Commerce 
as president in 1994 and, years later, was recognized as the Community 
Leader of the Year in 2015. Mr. Schilling is also a member of the New Point 
Masonic Lodge #255. He attributes his success to his diligent work ethic 
and utilizing the help of his employees whenever it was possible.
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DON R. SCHILLING
PRESIDENT, GENERAL MANAGER (RETIRED)

Decatur County REMC
Greensburg, IN
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the University of Houston in 1984 as an assistant 
professor of civil engineering, he escalated to 
associate professor in 1990 and full professor 
in 1995. He also served as chairperson of 
the Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering for eight years.

The recipient of a BS in civil engineering from 
the University of Moratuwa in his native Sri 
Lanka, Dr. Vipulanandan subsequently received 
an MS and PhD, both in civil engineering 
from Northwestern University. He earned the 
Fluor Daniel Faculty Excellence Award from 
the University of Houston in 2005, who also 
bestowed upon him a Senior Faculty Research 
Excellence Award in 2002. In 1990 and 2009, 
he was given the Hawley Award for Best Paper 
by the Texas Section of the American Society 
of Civil Engineers and, in 2000, he earned a 
Research Award and was selected among the 
Top 10 Projects by the Texas Department of 
Transportation, among other accolades.

S
upported by over 40 years of expertise, 
Dr. Cumaraswamy Vipulanandan 
developed such theoretical models as 
the “Vipulanandan Rheological Model,” 
the “Vipulanandan Failure Model and 

Vipulanandan p-q Stress-Strain Model,” the 
“Vipulanandan p-q Stress-Piezoresistive Strain 
Model” and the “Vipulanandan Curing Model.” 
Focusing his efforts on human-made construction 
and repair materials, he developed the smart 
cement designed to detect loads, contamination, 
cracks, temperature, earthquakes and gas leaks. 
He has developed numerous inventions, patents 
and methods to treat contaminated soils, oily 
wastewaters and salty wastewaters, as well as 
produce electricity through byproducts.

The author of “Smart Cement: Development, 
Testing, Modeling and Real-Time Monitoring” 
in 2021, Dr. Vipulanandan has excelled as a 
professor of civil engineering and the director of 
the Center for Innovative Grouting Materials and 
Technology at the Cullen College of Engineering 
at the University of Houston since the mid-1990s. 
He is also the director of the Texas Hurricane 
Center for Innovative Technology. First joining 

CUMARASWAMY 
VIPULANANDAN, 

PHD, PE
PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR

University of Houston
Houston, TX
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D
rawing upon more than 18 years of experience in the oil and 
energy industries, Shyann West has excelled in a myriad of roles 
across the world with Schlumberger Limited. At the inception 
of her tenure with the company, she served as a field engineer 
in Canada, a service quality coach in Victoria, Texas, and a field 

training champion in Midland, Texas. Subsequently, from 2009 to 2018, 
she was an intouch engineer, procurement leader, customer service 
manager, manufacturing product line manager and test facilities manager 
in Sugar Land, Texas. Likewise, she served the company in Houston as a 
commercial manager and data analytics engineer, as well as a workforce 
resources manager.

Since 2020, Ms. West has thrived as a field development and engagement 
manager with Schlumberger in Doha, Qatar. In her role, she takes 
responsibility for the training and development of hired employees. During 
this time, she has doubled the revenue of the company and has planned for 
proper compensation costs. Earlier in her career, Ms. West served Imperial 
Oil Canada in supply and technical services in 2003.

Civically involved as well, Ms. West previously served on the board of 
the United Way’s Woman’s Initiative Board and is a current member of the 
Women’s Global Leadership Conference in Houston, where she started in 
2010. She has also been certified as a senior professional coach through 
the Coach Transformation Academy since 2020. Demonstrating versatility 
in her field, she has further authored the book, “Badder You.”

Ms. West holds a Bachelor of Engineering in chemical engineering from 
Dalhousie University in Nova Scotia, Canada, which she obtained in 2004. 
Currently, she is working towards an MBA in international management 
from the Geneva Business School in Switzerland. Looking toward the future, 
she intends to witness the continued growth and success of her career.

Millennium 
Magazine
Featured Listee

SHYANN WEST
FIELD DEVELOPMENT AND ENGAGEMENT MANAGER

Schlumberger Limited
Abu Sidra, Qatar
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D uring his formative years, Carl R. Bozzuto became acquainted with 
his friend’s father, a combustion engineer, during Thanksgiving. 
Enthralled by the innovative field of environmental sustainability, 

Mr. Bozzuto joined the laboratory of Combustion Engineering, Inc., 
and soon escalated to the rank of technologist in 1982, director of 
marketing in 1984 and general manager of fluid bed systems in 1986. 
Attaining several other roles throughout his career, including as vice 
president of technology, he retired from full-time work in 2004. Since 
2004, he has excelled as an independent consultant in electric power 
generation systems design and combustion engineering.

Mr. Bozzuto holds a BS in chemical engineering and MS in chemical 
engineering, both from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He 
later earned an MS in management from the Hartford Graduate Center. 
A patentee in air pollution control and advanced energy systems, Mr. 
Bozzuto is esteemed as a pioneering figure in the power industry and 
was elected an honorary member of the Council of Industrial Boiler 
Owners. Alongside his present work, he is a course instructor for EUCI 
and judge for the international competition, Carbon XPRIZE.

INDEPENDENT 
CONSULTANT

Enfield, CT

P rakash N. Desai joined the Bechtel Corporation’s Houston office in 
1989, where he served as a lead engineer for the first four years. 
As his tenure with Bechtel progressed, he was promoted to unit 

engineer in 1993, project engineer in 1994 and senior process systems 
engineer in 1995. He served as process systems engineering deputy 
and group supervisor from 2002 to 2005. During this period at Bechtel, 
he designed and managed projects in the chemical, petrochemical, 
refinery and polymer industries. From 2005 until his retirement in 
2020, Mr. Desai was a senior LNG technology specialist and principal 
engineer in the LNG Technology Center. Due to his outstanding work 
and dedication to the field, he was honored with numerous recognition 
awards from Bechtel.

At the start of his career, Mr. Desai worked for General Plastics 
Corporation, NL Chemicals and Calabrian Chemicals Corporation 
between 1976 and 1989. Earlier, he earned a BS in chemical engineering 
from the Indian Institute of Technology in 1974, followed by an MS in 
chemical engineering from the City University of New York in 1976. 
In 1981, he earned an MBA from Rutgers, the State University of  
New Jersey.

PRAKASH N. DESAI

CARL R. BOZZUTO
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ASSEMBLY WORKER

Gestamp
Pleasant Grove, AL

MONROE GRACIE JR.

F rom a young age, Monroe Gracie Jr. often watched airplanes at his 
local airport. Desiring to learn how to assemble and disassemble 
aircrafts, he was inspired to enter the aerospace industry. For 14 

years, Mr. Gracie served diligently as a painter for PEMCO World Air 
Services, an aviation maintenance, cargo conversion and engineering 
company. Following this tenure, Mr. Gracie has served as an assembly 
worker for Gestamp since 2011. Gestamp, formally known as 
Gestamp Automoción, S.A., is a multinational automotive engineering 
company dedicated to the development and manufacturing of metal 
automotive components.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Gracie underwent two years of coursework 
at Alabama A&M University, followed by four years of coursework 
in autobody maintenance and painting at Lawson State Community 
College. Notably, he was highlighted on Lawson State Community 
College’s President’s List in 1995 and Dean’s List in 1996. Although 
he has achieved much, Mr. Gracie is especially proud of painting, 
sandblasting and priming aircrafts for takeoff. Looking toward the 
future, he intends to witness the continued growth of his career and 
delve back into the aerospace industry.

M ike Healy has excelled as the co-founder and chief executive 
officer of New Columbia Solar since 2016. Located in Washington, 
D.C., New Columbia Solar is a solar energy company that 

operates solar projects across the nation on commercial, industrial, 
multi-family, nonprofit and faith-based properties. Currently,  
Mr. Healy’s company is recognized as the preeminent solar energy 
company in Washington, D.C. Alongside this endeavor, Mr. Healy has 
thrived in executive-level roles with the Chesapeake Solar and Storage 
Association and was a founding member of Nextility, Inc. Likewise, he 
is acclaimed for his advocacy for renewable energy and clean power, 
having led advocacy efforts for the Clean Energy DC Act of 2018, 
passed by the D.C. City Council.

In addition, Mr. Healy was the youngest elected board member to the 
National Solar Energy Industry Association, for whom he also served 
as treasurer of their executive committee. The recipient of the MDV-
SEIA Renewable Energy Advocacy Award in 2014, he intends to help 
the D.C. area meet its goal of implementing 100% renewable energy 
by the year 2032. He holds a BA in international relations and energy 
policy from Bethany College.

MIKE HEALY
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D rawing upon over five decades of expertise in military service and 
engineering, Arthur R. Mason is a distinguished industry leader 
who has excelled as an electronic design engineer for Bill’s Cabot 

Electric Co. Prior to serving Bill’s Cabot Electric, he thrived as a design 
engineer for cabin control equipment in executive-level aircrafts 
across the nation. Likewise, he equally flourished in the United States 
Army, having served to the rank of Specialist 5 between 1964 and 1968, 
and the Air National Guard, where he attained the rank of Master 
Sergeant, from 1981 until his military retirement in 2002.

Outside of his primary endeavors, Mr. Mason has given back to 
his community through the American Legion, where he served as 
Commander for a short time and many years as the Post Historian. 
Furthermore, he has lent his time and expertise to the Southside 
Church of Christ. Supported by a BS in electronic engineering 
technology, he attributes his success to his faith in God, whom Mr. 
Mason says has given him the skills required to excel at his work. 
Looking toward the future, he intends to develop a standalone 
generator to help individuals who lack electricity in their homes.

ELECTRONIC DESIGN 
ENGINEER

Bill’s Cabot Electric Co.
Ward, AR

W hen Alan J. Olson was a child, his uncle was an engineering 
director at Bristol Myer. Drawing upon his experience watching 
his uncle, he was inspired to pursue the same path and received 

a Bachelor of Chemical Engineering from Tufts University in 1972. 
Thereafter, he received an MBA from the University of Connecticut 
in 1975. After many appointments at Pratt & Whitney, BFGoodrich 
Chemical Company, the Geon Company and the Ferro Corporation, 
Mr. Olson founded Westlake Science & Technology, Inc., where he 
has served as president since 2016. He is a licensed professional 
engineer in the State of Ohio and a fellow of the National Society of 
Professional Engineers.

During his career, Mr. Olson participated in the adoption of Ohio 
House Bill 512, which established Ohio as the leader in the United 
States for reducing exposure from lead in drinking water. Additionally, 
he developed the set of equations that relate laboratory tests on piping 
materials to water quality at consumers’ taps. He has been recognized 
by several organizations for leadership and creativity.

PRESIDENT

Westlake Science & 
Technology, Inc.

Westlake, OH

ALAN J. OLSON, PE

ARTHUR R. MASON
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LEAD INSPECTOR

AES Non-Destructive  
Testing Services

Cranston, RI

ENGINEER, DEVELOPMENT 
GROUP LEADER (RETIRED)

Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Farragut, TN

ALLEN E. SCHUELE

A llen E. Schuele is renowned in the field of engineering for his expertise 
spanning across four decades. Currently, he serves as the corporate 
level III quality assurance manager and lead inspector of the Guided  

Wave Group at AES Non-Destructive Testing Services. In his roles, he  
applies his expertise in processing to the petrochemical, natural gas  
pipeline, and nuclear and fossil power industries. Likewise, Mr. Schuele  
analyzes the conditions of equipment and provides customer service.  
Earlier in his career, he served such companies as Qualspec, Mistras 
Group, Inc., Structural Integrity Associates, Cooperheat-MGS, Corrpro 
Companies, Inc., and Bethlehem Steel Corporation.

Notably, Mr. Schuele holds certifications in ultrasonic liquid 
penetrant magnetic particles and previously received a BA in 
theology from Emporia State University. Presently, he is pursuing an 
associate degree in applied science at the University of Northampton. 
Outside of his primary endeavors, he contributes civically to Hopes 
for the Homeless. To attest to his success, he was recognized by the 
American Society for Testing and Materials for his decades of service 
to the process industry. Moving forward, Mr. Schuele would like to 
become a consultant in the field.

D rawing upon nearly 30 years of expertise in the field of 
engineering, Hollis Darwin Wooten most recently served Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory from 1989 until his retirement in 2004. 

Hired by the laboratory as a development staff member, he served 
in that role until 1992 when he was promoted to development group 
leader. Earlier in his career, Mr. Wooten was a development associate 
at the Oak Ridge Gaseous Diffusion Plant, a senior design engineer 
for Los Alamos Technical Associates, and an advanced engineer and 
senior engineer at Westinghouse in their Richmond, Washington, and 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, locations.

The recipient of a BS in engineering from the University of 
Tennessee at Chattanooga, Mr. Wooten is notable for founding 
the Wooten Family Endowed Engineering and Computer Science 
Scholarship Fund. He was named an Outstanding Young Alumnus by 
his alma mater in light of his outstanding feats and has maintained 
membership with the American Society of Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning Engineers and the Tennessee Society of Professional 
Engineers. Mr. Wooten was also a scoutmaster for the Boy Scouts of 
America and contributed to his local Jaycees.

HOLLIS DARWIN WOOTEN
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A native of Italy, Albert Zabban pursued a formal education at 
the University of Florence, where he earned a Bachelor of Civil 
Engineering. Always possessing a strong interest in science and 

structural concepts, he immigrated to the United States in 2016, where 
he attended the University of Miami. In 2017, he graduated with an MS 
in civil and structural engineering. He holds a certification in project 
management from the Project Management Institute.

Since 2018, Mr. Zabban has excelled as lead civil engineer of Enel 
Green Power in Andover, Massachusetts, where he oversees all civil 
engineering projects and led civil activities from design to execution 
at Roadrunner Solar and Azure Sky Solar in Texas and Cimarron Bend 
III Wind in Kansas. Earlier, he was a research assistant and teaching 
assistant at the University of Miami. Among his many achievements, 
Mr. Zabban is especially proud of presenting his findings on the 
combined action of wind and waves on the cost of structure at the 
International Conference on Natural Hazards and Infrastructure. To 
attest to his success, he was honored with the Outstanding Graduate 
Student Award from the University of Miami in 2017.

LEAD CIVIL ENGINEER

Enel Green Power
Andover, MA

ALBERT ZABBAN, MS
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How Volunteering Gives Your Professional Life a Lift
Volunteering is the under-recognized force behind much of the good that is done in society. 
However, when you volunteer, it is not necessarily purely for altruistic reasons. Your own 
life will benefit just as much as your community does, not least in terms of your career.
Here are four major ways volunteering helps push your professional life forward. 

Develop New Practical Skills
Unless you volunteer in a field directly related to your 
work, you will need to pick up new skills and adapt to 
the new situations you are facing. These skills may not 
have a direct impact on your day job, but acquiring 
them helps you maintain a flexible attitude which will 
certainly benefit your career development.

Enhance Your People Skills 
However, it is not just practical skills you will improve 
through volunteering. You will also come into contact  
with a new set of people from many different back-
grounds. This will help enhance your people skills, 
with all the workplace benefits that brings.

Networking Opportunities 
What's more, many of these new people you meet  
will have successful careers of their own. This  
opens up excellent networking opportunities, either 
through direct cooperation or simply by widening  
your professional circle.

Confidence Booster 
Lastly, when you have been working in the same job  
for a while, it's natural to get into something of a rut. 
You can even start to wonder if you are capable of 
taking your career any further. Volunteering will prove 
to yourself that you can do other things, and this will 
give a healthy boost to your self-confidence.

Of course, the main motivators for volunteering remain the benefits it brings to your 
community and the help it gives to those in need. But that is no reason to overlook the 
real advantages it can bring to your professional life.
If you have the feeling that your career progress has stalled, taking up volunteering 
could be a win-win situation for everyone involved.
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A 
family business, McCall’s Bronxwood Funeral Home is owned by 
James H. Alston, who also serves as chief executive officer. Working 
in myriad capacities for the funeral home beginning in 1966, he 
became owner and CEO in 2005. During this time, he was a practicing 
attorney from which he retired in 2015, a vice president and counsel 

for the American Express Company, and the owner of 22 West Restaurant 
(“Malcolm X’s Home Away from Home”) and A & S Carriage Service.

Mr. Alston is a past trustee of the Metropolitan College of New York, 
past president of the DeWitt Clinton High School Alumni Association and 
current president of the Barbara M Simpson Memorial Fund, providing 
over 20 scholarships of $1,000 to young adults seeking careers in literature 
and STEM. He excelled as an Assistant District Attorney in the Bronx and 
a Civil Court Law Secretary in Manhattan. He is a member of the New York 
State and Federal Bar Associations.

Mr. Alston is a Gold lifetime member of the NAACP, Platinum lifetime 
member of NCNW, and board member of the North East Bronx Day Care 
Center and the Williamsbridge NAACP Childcare Center. He raised tens 
of thousands of dollars for scholarships at the McCall’s Bronxwood 50th 
Anniversary Gala. His annual community-wide Christmas event raises toys 
for hospitalized and homeless children and funds for UNCF.

Mr. Alston was elected a Fellow of the American Bar Association Foundation, 
an honoree of the Lehman College Urban Male Leadership Program and 
a community honoree of the New York Chapter of the MICO Old Students 
Association. He was named Business Leader of the Year by The Bronx County 
Historical Association, Businessman of the Year by The Macedonia Baptist 
Church, and earned the International Lawyer’s Award by the Manila College 
of Law, Distinguished Service Award from the Bronx-Manhattan North 
Association of Realtors, Bronx Business Hall of Fame “Change Maker Award” 
from the New York State Legislature and International Excellence Award in 
Scholarship Support from NANBPWC. He received special recognition in the 
Congressional Record of the 114th U.S. Congress and several tributes from 
congressmen, senators, assemblymen and councilmen.

JAMES H. ALSTON
OWNER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

McCall’s Bronxwood Funeral Home
Bronx, NY
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M
alek Amrani graduated from high school at the age of 16 and, 
subsequently, traveled to West Africa to pursue a career in 
medicine. Drawing upon a formative love of winemaking, he 
discovered that although he did well in his medical school 
courses, it was not the right fit for his skill set. Immigrating to 

the United States shortly thereafter, Mr. Amrani focused his time and energy 
on the wine industry, flourishing as an executive in the field all before the 
age of 25. Since 2016, he has excelled as the founder and winemaker of The 
Vice Wines.

A luxury wine brand that operates out of Napa, Los Angeles and New 
York, The Vice Wines has been acclaimed by such publications as Wine 
Spectator and Wine Enthusiast. During its first year of business, The Vice 
Wines produced 500 cases of wine and, since its inception, the business 
has produced more than 25,000 cases with 70 different batches of Napa 
Valley wine. Mr. Amrani regularly visits Napa Valley, California, to oversee 
the winemaking business and specializes his operations on affordability 
and quality of his wine.

Looking toward the future of The Vice Wines, Mr. Amrani intends to 
establish a tasting room in Napa Valley, as well as export his exquisite wine 
across the globe. He attributes much of his success to the support of his 
wife, who also plays a poignant role at the business. Currently, she excels 
as a marketing and operations specialist for The Vice Wines, where she 
leverages her likeminded nature to be the brains of the business.

Outside of his primary endeavors, Mr. Amrani is a volunteer for triathlons 
for young adults and grown adults, and he himself has participated 
in myriad triathlons, duathlons and aquathons. Earning a sommelier 
certification in 2010, he sits on the Napa Valley Vintners Committee and 
maintains membership with the USA Triathlon Foundation. His ultimate 
goal is to become a leading producer of wine in not only Napa Valley, but 
around the world. 

MALEK AMRANI
FOUNDER, WINEMAKER

The Vice Wines
Encino, CA
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Always a proponent of continuous education, 
she has never rested on her laurels, and she 
continues to promote the pursuit of knowledge 
to her employees every day.

Notably, Ms. Burkle is recognized as the 
youngest owner of a retractable cord company 
in the United States. In light of her success, she 
received a Certificate of Recognition after seven 
years in business by the State of Connecticut 
alongside several other recognition awards. 
A member of Wire Association International, 
the Wire and Cable Manufacturers Alliance, 
and the Connecticut Business and Industry 
Association, Ms. Burkle also earned a National 
Leadership Award from the National Republican 
Congressional Committee and the 2003 
Outstanding Service to the Community Award 
from Gateway Community College.

Looking toward the future, Ms. Burkle would 
like to see Autac, Inc., double in size in terms of 
employees and triple their revenue.

S
ince 1999, Marie-Louise Burkle has 
excelled as the chief executive officer 
of Autac, Inc., in North Branford, 
Connecticut. From a formative age, 
she knew she was destined to become 

involved in business management. Her father 
founded Autac, Inc., in 1947, and when Ms. Burkle 
was a young girl, she would often accompany 
him to work. Upon her father’s passing in the 
mid-1970s, she was determined to continue her 
father’s legacy. Working for the company for a 
number of years, Ms. Burkle was afforded the 
opportunity to take control of Autac, Inc., and 
has served in an executive-level capacity for 
more than 20 years.

To prepare for her career, Ms. Burkle first 
attended a vocational-technical high school, 
where she completed a DECA program and 
studied petroleum marketing. Later on, she 
attended Johnson and Wales University and 
completed an AS in entrepreneurship in 1995. 
While running Autac, Inc., Ms. Burkle completed 
a Women’s Leadership program through the 
Yale University School of Management, as well 
as obtained certifications for her employees. 

MARIE-LOUISE 
BURKLE

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Autac, Inc.
North Branford, CT
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this time, he began serving as an agent for New 
York Life Insurance Co. in New Orleans, where 
he was noted to have leveraged his background 
in human relations from his time spent in law 
enforcement. After excelling as a life insurance 
agent for 36 years, he retired from the industry 
in 2018. Alongside this venture, Mr. Duffy has 
been president and chief executive officer of 
Application Production Processing System 
since 1992.

Further involved in his community, Mr. Duffy 
has excelled as an agent of record for the City of 
New Orleans since 1983, having also served in 
the same capacity for the State of Louisiana from 
1990 to 2021. A past Eucharistic minister for the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans in the early 1990s, he 
has utilized his unique experiences to serve the 
community of New Orleans in myriad capacities. 
In light of his experiences with special events 
and crowd control, stemming from his police 
force days, Mr. Duffy was a member of the New 
Orleans Police Mounted Division and, further, 
was invited to design and create a special parade 
for the celebration of the State of Mississippi’s 
Bicentennial Ceremony in 2017. Notably, more 
than 50 parade units participated in the parade, 
which commemorated Mississippi’s 200th 
anniversary of statehood. For his efforts, he was 
awarded a special commendation.

To attest to his success, Mr. Duffy was named 
Policeman of the Year and Policeman of the 
Month by the American Legion, both in 1976. He 
is a life member of the Underwriters Association, 
as well as a member of the Million Dollar 
Round Table, Fraternal Order of Police, Police 
Association of New Orleans and Barron’s Club. 
Although his career is filled with highlights, he is 
especially proud of creating the “Blessing of the 
Classics” classic car event via Cruisin’ the Coast 
in Mississippi.

D
rawing inspiration from his father, 
who was a police officer, Mark D. 
Duffy joined the New Orleans police 
force in 1964. Serving New Orleans as 
a law enforcement official for nearly 

20 years, he departed from the police force in 
1982 to pursue ventures in life insurance. During 

MARK D. DUFFY
PRESIDENT, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Application Production Processing System
New Orleans, LA
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school diploma and go onto college. Likewise, 
Mr. Ehlert lent his expertise and food services 
to hospital staff during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
feeding them twice per week in March of 2020. 
He also fed displaced kitchen staff members in 
collaboration with another local restaurant.

Mr. Ehlert attributes his success to his innate 
understanding of the struggles other individuals 
endure, particularly the youth, emphasizing that 
he had also experienced the same obstacles in 
his own life. In his career, he has always tried 
to provide fun, productive work environments 
in which he can give his employees second 
chances in life. He has always exhibited a strong 
passion for helping the underserved population.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Ehlert intends 
to expand University Burger and his food truck 
business, providing meals to more community 
members and giving them opportunities to 
better themselves and realign the trajectory of 
their lives.

G
rowing up exposed to the culinary 
arts, Sean D. Ehlert has been involved 
in the industry for more than 20 years. 
For more than two years, he has 
excelled as the owner of University 

Burger in Bozeman, Montana, having purchased 
the business from its former owners upon 
their retirement. Mr. Ehlert notes that through 
University Burger, he discovered his own love and 
passion for fast, casual dining and presentation. 
Alongside running the daily operations and 
cooking for University Burger, he also owns a food 
truck that has been met with equal success.

Drawing upon prior coursework in art and 
graphic design, Mr. Ehlert leverages his two 
businesses to help his local community. 
Through University Burger, he sponsors various 
hockey teams in the region, as well as several 
bicycle athletes and mountain bicycle riders. 
Furthermore, he has frequently donated meals 
to the Blueprint Program, which is a transitional 
housing program for high school students 
who do not have a stable living environment. 
Through the Blueprint Program, these students 
are afforded opportunities to receive their high 

SEAN D. EHLERT
OWNER

University Burger
Bozeman, MT
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served Pensacola Pools as vice president for 25 
years, as well as Sylvan Pools, where he managed 
the construction of swimming pools throughout 
the Middle East, Japan, England and the United 
States. He commenced his career in his early 20s 
after being discharged from the United States 
Army in 1968, where he notably served one year 
in Vietnam.

Among the highlights of his career, Mr. 
Esmond is particularly proud of helping civilians 
in the Gulf Breeze community. In December of 
2020, he paid 114 families’ past due utility bills 
and, during the holiday season of 2019, he paid 
46 families’ past due utility bills. In light of his 
humanitarian efforts, the Planters Peanuts’ 
“A Nut Above” program, a program that aids 
individuals who are in dire circumstances, 
awarded Mr. Esmond with $104,000, which he 
used to pay the utility bills of more than 600 
families in Gulf Breeze. Mr. Esmond notes that 
his philanthropist nature has stemmed from 
his past experiences of enduring a cold winter 
without heat. Leveraging that experience and 
reflecting upon the sacrifices he had to make to 
help his family survive, he intends to continue 
helping others so they will not struggle with the 
same dilemmas.

In addition, Mr. Esmond is noteworthy for 
placing American flags on the poles lining the 
three-mile Pensacola Bay Bridge and throughout 
Gulf Breeze during the Gulf War in 1991 and after 
the September 11th terrorist attacks. Coined as 
the “Phantom Patriot,” Mr. Esmond sought to 
inspire and preserve patriotism and service 
members in the United States through his 
dedicated efforts. As a result, he was honored 
by the Pensacola chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and was named a 
“Difference Maker in the Pensacola Area” by The 
Studer Group LLC.

S
ince 2010, Mike J. Esmond has excelled 
as the owner of Gulf Breeze Pools 
and Spas, one of the most acclaimed 
customizable swimming pool 
companies in Gulf Breeze, Florida. With 

prior experience in the swimming pool industry 
spanning more than 50 years, he previously 

MIKE J. ESMOND
OWNER

Gulf Breeze Pools and Spas
Gulf Breeze, FL
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remain open with ease.
Mrs. Forgues emphasizes that the most 

important component to her business is 
customer service and the relationships she has 
garnered with her customers. She notes that 
the cannabis industry is currently in its infant 
stages, and it will continue to grow throughout 
all U.S. states as more state governments legalize 
the use of cannabis. She remains confident that 
the cannabis industry will thrive on a nationwide 
basis, in which the U.S. government may provide 
legislature to approve legalization.

Portal42 was recognized among Top Companies 
to Watch in 2021 and was named among Top 10 
Cannabis Tech Solution Providers by Enterprise 
Technology Review in 2020. Mrs. Forgues attributes 
her success to hard work, dedication and 
relationships she has built with the companies she 
has worked with. Many word-of-mouth referrals 
and social media have propelled Portal42 to the 
role it plays today in the cannabis market.

P
rior to commencing her career, 
Courtney Forgues derived inspiration 
from her neighbor, who opened their 
own cannabis dispensary. Alongside 
her husband, who was a software 

programmer, Mrs. Forgues cultivated curiosity 
about the industry. Since 2015, Mrs. Forgues has 
served as the owner and chief executive officer 
of Portal42, a cannabis point of sale in Detroit, 
Michigan, that has become the largest point of 
sale for state-approved dispensaries in Michigan. 
In addition to providing sales, Portal42 also offers 
online ordering, delivery, and marketing.

Earlier in her career, Mrs. Forgues was involved 
in the health and wellness field, where she 
developed plant-based natural remedies and 
did public speaking events. Looking toward the 
future of the cannabis industry and Portal42, Mrs. 
Forgues has expanded her business to additional 
U.S. states all whilst utilizing cashless transactions 
and cloud-based platforms. Although her career 
has been filled with highlights, she is especially 
proud of the expansion of Portal42 during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, in which her business 
provided curbside pickup that enabled stores to 

COURTNEY 
FORGUES

OWNER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Portal42
Sterling Heights, MI
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N
oting that her parents and prior generations of family members 
hailed from Cades Cove, Tennessee, Mary Sue Gregory says her 
family built a cabin on a mountain, which she recalls oversaw the 
beautiful landscape of Tennessee. In light of her family’s residence 
in the area, she felt an innate responsibility to preserve Cades Cove, 

and later discovered that other Cades Cove residents were equally concerned 
about the legacy of the valley and their family’s heritage. As such, she estab-
lished the Cades Cove Preservation Association, Inc., more than 20 years ago 
in 2001. She previously served as president and treasurer of the association 
and continues support by providing documentation and family histories.

Ms. Gregory’s pursuit of preserving the legacies of Cades Cove residents 
received widespread media attention, which aided in the establishment of 
the Cades Cove Preservation Association. Likewise, she and fellow team 
members created the Cades Cove Preservation Association Museum, 
which is situated in the Thompson-Brown House of Maryville, Tennessee.

Earlier, Ms. Gregory was involved in electrical and computer engineering, 
flourishing as an electrical drafter before becoming an engineering 
department assistant. She holds certifications as a Computer Aided 
Designer, Quality Analyst, and certified ISO 9001 auditor and instructor. She 
holds a BBA from Maryville College and studies in museum management. 
She established five other community organizations to preserve local 
history. Receiving accolades for her community service, she was a member 
of the National Organization for Women.

Ms. Gregory is a proponent of women’s rights and emphasizes that one 
is never too old to pursue their true passions. She is especially proud 
of participating in women’s marches in Washington, D.C., during the 
women’s rights movement. She attributes her success to being afforded 
opportunities to accomplish her goals and having the fortitude to achieve 
greatness in America – the country that provided a path for a poor farm girl 
to earn a college degree, travel the world, walk in the footsteps of Caesar in 
Rome and Apostle Paul in Greece, organize weekly protests at The White 
House, and save local histories of Tennessee and Florida.

MARY SUE GREGORY
FOUNDER

Cades Cove Preservation Association, Inc.
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D
iversified in several industries, Robert R. Grose Jr. first served 
as a general manager and vice president of Carl Zeiss Vision for 
17 years between 1990 and 2007. Shortly after departing from 
his executive-level roles, he began as the owner of PuroClean 
Property Restoration, which he maintained until 2011. During his 

tenure, he was invited to learn scuba diving, which he gracefully accepted. 
As he always exhibited a business-oriented nature, Mr. Grose then desired 
to open his own business in the scuba diving industry. He became certified 
as a master scuba diver trainer by the Professional Association of Diving 
Instructors shortly thereafter.

Since 2011, Mr. Grose has excelled as an open water scuba diving 
instructor for Rob’s Scuba and, since 2015, has been the president and 
chief executive officer of Lake Phoenix Scuba Park. Congruent to these 
roles, he has also thrived as the president and chief executive officer of 
the RRG Group LLC in Richmond, Virginia. A flourishing entrepreneur, he 
has maintained affiliation with the Dinwiddie-Brunswick and Blackstone 
Chambers of Commerce, the latter of which he has served on their board 
of directors.

Although his career has been suffused with highlights, Mr. Grose has 
been especially proud of becoming a business executive before the age 
of 40, as well as establishing his own business prior to the age of 40. As a 
testament to his success, he was featured in Diver Magazine through the 
Professional Association of Diving Instructors, as well as interviewed by 
Channel 6 (WTVR-TV).

Outside of his primary endeavors, Mr. Grose is a life member of the 32nd 
degree Shriners and a master Mason. Looking toward the future, he intends 
to open an additional quarry outside of Manassas, Virginia. Likewise, he 
would like to travel more extensively, including to Bonaire, a tropical island 
next to Aruba. Mr. Grose is the proud father of one son, Joseph, who is an 
accomplished military service member.
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their compassionate approach to helping 
families navigate the funeral process. Mr. 
Holcomb first joined the mortuary as a funeral 
director, in which he helped his family run 
the establishment. After his uncle’s passing 
in 2003, Mr. Holcomb assumed leadership  
as owner and manager, where he remains 
today. He subsequently re-invented the 
mortuary, retitling it Henson-Holcomb 
Mortuary, Inc., in 2010.

In 2005, Mr. Holcomb was joined by his wife, 
Irene, in running the family business. Now in 
operation through himself, his wife and his 
sons, Henson-Holcomb Mortuary is acclaimed 
for its family-oriented nature. Mr. Holcomb 
attributes his and his business’ success to his 
social nature; he emphasizes that he has always 
established strong connections with those who 
employ his services, and he does his very best 
to help others in need.

At the inception of his career, Mr. Holcomb 
received a BBA from the University of Arkansas 
at Pine Bluff (formerly known as Agricultural 
Mechanical & Normal College). Thereafter, 
he received a BS in embalming from the John 
A. Gupton School of Mortuary Science and 
received his funeral director license in 1965 
and embalming license in 1969. He has since 
maintained membership with the Arkansas 
Funeral Association and National Funeral 
Directors Association.

Outside of his primary endeavors, Mr. 
Holcomb has served as treasurer of the 
Eighth Avenue Missionary Baptist Church 
and, further, is a former member of the Pine 
Bluff Citizen Boys Club and the Pine Bluff 
Wastewater Utility Commission. Looking 
toward the future, he intends to remain in 
business for as long as he is able and continue 
his family’s legacy.

A
fter departing from the military in 
1968, Lloyd Artis Holcomb Sr. joined 
his family’s funeral business, Henson 
Mortuary, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 
Established by his uncle, L.E. Henson, 

in 1967, Henson Mortuary was renowned in 
the Pine Bluff and surrounding regions for 

LLOYD ARTIS 
HOLCOMB SR.

OWNER, MANAGER

Henson-Holcomb Mortuary, Inc.
Pine Bluff, AR
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investigation agency draws upon his decades of 
experience in business management.

Mr. Lawrence notes that, although he does 
not have a college education, he has succeeded 
brilliantly in his career fields due to his many 
years of expertise in entrepreneurship. Although 
he has achieved many highlights, he is especially 
proud of his ventures with Alliance Investigation 
Group LLC. In 2017, Mr. Lawrence was given an 
Excellence Award for being among the top 15 
private investigators in Kentucky and, in 2020, 
Alliance Investigation Group LLC was named the 
Top Investigation Group in Louisville.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Lawrence 
intends to continue developing a new company 
for which he is collaborating with several 
partners, called Bare Trace Privacy. He intends 
to accompany the business until he is ready to 
ease into a well-deserved retirement within the 
next five years.

B
orn with an entrepreneurial spirit, 
Eddie Lawrence leveraged the 
inspiration of his hard-working parents 
to establish a pronounced career 
for himself that has spanned across 

several industries. Finding that his father worked 
double shifts in a factory setting, Mr. Lawrence 
visualized a different future for himself. 
Therefore, he decided to first become a barber. 
Enrolling in barber school, he later became the 
owner of Headz Up Haircutting in Louisville, 
Kentucky, in 1987, which he still runs today.

During this time, Mr. Lawrence was also 
inspired to establish a tattoo studio after 
receiving a tattoo. Inviting the artist to work 
alongside him, he became the owner of Creative 
Ink Tattoo Studio in 1987, in which he utilizes 
his business acumen to run the tattoo studio 
successfully. After many years in the creative arts 
and hairstyling fields, Mr. Lawrence subsequently 
founded Louisville Metro Process Services LLC 
in 2010 and Alliance Investigation Group LLC in 
2015, the latter of which he serves as owner and 
lead investigator. Notably, Mr. Lawrence’s private 

EDDIE LAWRENCE
OWNER, LEAD INVESTIGATOR

Alliance Investigation Group, LLC
Louisville, KY
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B
onnie Ann Mauger has always enjoyed research since a formative 
age. During the early years of her career, she delved into the 
insurance industry, where she remained as an agent for 27 years. 
Demonstrating versatility throughout her career, Ms. Mauger 
also served for several years as a private investigator, religious 

minister and security guard, the latter of which was spent in the Tampa Bay 
Downs area. Holding a Class D license in security, Ms. Mauger has always 
taken each opportunity with pride, as well as provided all her effort into 
every single endeavor that came her way. She attributes her success to her 
positive attitude and perseverance to continue moving forward.

Since 1992, Ms. Mauger has dedicated her time to Sir Snuffy’s Hedgehogs, 
an animal organization of which she serves as owner. Enjoying her 
time taking care of animals, she has also maintained affiliation with the 
Hedgehog Welfare Society and the International Hedgehog Association. In 
her spare time, she also thrives on volunteering for her local community. 
Notably, she spent significant time in managed care on the MacDill Air 
Force Base, where she dealt with both military personnel and civilians. 
Likewise, she previously attended the McConnell Airline School, through 
which she focused her studies on reservations and stewardess training. 
Impressively, she was able to memorize the names and locations of all the 
airports across the world.

The recipient of an associate degree from Penn Hall Junior College in 
1966, Ms. Mauger advises future generations of professionals to never 
forfeit in the face of struggle, continue pursuing their dreams and 
endeavor to escalate to the top of their respective industry. Living and 
working by the motto, “You only live once,” Ms. Mauger has exemplified 
the meaning of survival and has thrived in a myriad of capacities since 
her childhood years. Outside of her primary ventures, she enjoys wood 
burning in her spare time.

BONNIE ANN MAUGER
SECURITY GUARD, MINISTER, OWNER

Sir Snuffy’s Hedgehogs
Oldsmar, FL
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artist, performing a multitude of procedures 
including eyelash styling, eyelash extensions and 
eyebrow microblading/nanobrows.

As a testament to her success, Ms. Phung has 
been featured extensively in various media outlets. 
She was honored by Northern Virginia Magazine 
as the area’s Best Provider of Eyelash Extensions in 
2017 and the Best Provider of Eyebrow Services in 
2019. Her salon also has several Five-Star reviews 
on Yelp since 2017. She attributes her success to 
her excellent customer care, her detailed work 
and her ability to listen closely to her clients to 
establish a foundation of trust.

Ms. Phung intends to experience the continued 
success of Touch of Beauty, as well as expand 
her business network. She would like to hire 
more outstanding makeup artists. Outside of her 
primary endeavors, she performs procedures 
for cancer patients and clients with alopecia 
and is a sponsor for women’s and children’s 
organizations.

S
ince 2006, Jennifer N. Phung has thrived 
as the owner of Touch of Beauty, Inc., 
in which she serves as a prominent 
and talented lash artist and permanent 
makeup artist. Drawing upon extensive 

coursework and certifications in cosmetics and 
beauty applications, she graduated from the 
Effortless Beauty School of Permanent Cosmetics 
and Tattooing, as well as completed the Xtreme 
Lashes advanced training and certification 
process. Additionally, Ms. Phung completed 
advanced Hairstroke and eyebrow training 
classes through the MyBrows Permanent Makeup 
Academy and, in 2018, completed the Sviatoslav 
Otchenash Master Class for Brows, Lips, Softliner 
and Stardust Techniques.

Earlier in her career, Ms. Phung received a 
Bachelor of Science in microbiology from the 
University of Maryland at College Park in 2001. 
Initially intending on working in a research 
laboratory or becoming a physician, she 
discovered that she desired to apply her artistic 
talents and medical background to a more 
customer-oriented profession. Since that time, she 
has developed her skills as a permanent makeup 

JENNIFER N. 
PHUNG

PERMANENT MAKEUP ARTIST, LASH ARTIST, 
OWNER

Touch of Beauty, Inc.
Vienna, VA
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became a national company serving all 50 
U.S. states in multiple locations, as well as all 
provinces in Canada. They quickly became the 
largest manufacturer and retailer of bunkbeds 
and loft beds in North America.

Impressively, 1-800-BunkBed has been profiled 
in every major woodworking business magazine 
and has held an A+ Rating through the Better 
Business Bureau for several decades. Described 
as a “turnkey woodworking business which 
requires minimal woodworking experience,” the 
business provides other woodworkers immense 
opportunities to run their own businesses from 
their homes, garages or workshops, which in 
turn increases those woodworkers’ revenues. 
Likewise, 1-800-BunkBed is well regarded for 
their durable products, having been tested 
by firehouses across the nation, and come 
with lifetime guarantees. Currently, Mr. Rees’ 
business model is taught as a university model 
to graduating MBA students.

1-800-BunkBed received numerous Torch 
Awards for Ethics from the BBB between 2012 
and 2020. Mr. Rees credits his imagination, self-
discipline and competitiveness as factors leading 
to his success. He is always trying new methods 
by which to run his business, all while following 
strict criteria to ensure the success of his and his 
customers’ work. Drawing upon coursework at 
Westfield State University, Mr. Rees is a member of 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. He prides himself 
and his business on their honesty and integrity.

Mr. Rees founded another company, 
Alzheimer’s Home Therapy, with his partner 
Matt Call. The company will soon be in all 50 U.S. 
states and will address the need of individuals 
with dementia using a program that was 
developed in hospitals and is now being used in 
elder care facilities and private homes. Please 
visit https://alzlicensee.com or contact Mr. Rees 
at jrees@alzhometherapy.com. 

J
im Rees founded 1-800-BunkBed in New 
Hampshire in 1988 after accruing years of 
experience in owning several regional and 
national companies. The former founder 
of 1-800-Cabinet, Mr. Rees established 

1-800-BunkBed, whose reputation has been 
lauded across the United States and Canada. 
Notably, within one year of its inception, they 

JIM REES
PRESIDENT, FOUNDER

1-800-BunkBed
Englewood, FL

mailto:jrees@alzhometherapy.com
https://alzlicensee.com/


120 Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

ENTREPRENEURS

A
fter immigrating to the United States from Honduras in 1974, Marlene 
J. Sarres first worked for her sister’s logistics business. Through this 
experience, she learned of the intricacies of the logistics industry 
and sought to pave her own path for success. In 2003, she joined  
the Gorham Group LLC in Houston, Texas, as owner and partner. 

Since 2016, she has excelled as the company’s chief executive officer.
Gorham Group is a private company that provides services through 

affiliated companies, and also leverages the Gorham Group Engineering 
Services team to focus on refurbishing and installing micro-plants around 
the world. With a cumulative experience of over 60 years, the Gorham 
Engineering Services team is dedicated to meeting all quality assurance 
and quality compliance criteria, established by the ASME. Notably, 
Gorham Group hosts a plethora of seasoned engineers whose expertise 
from concept to execution and completion serves as a testament to their 
reliability in the field. The company is acclaimed for providing engineering 
packages, unique to each client, to suit each client’s needs and budget. For 
more information, visit https://www.gorhamgroup.com.

Outside of her primary endeavors, Ms. Sarres is an accomplished film 
producer, having served as the executive producer of the 2010 film “The 
Great American Moon Rock Caper,” which was nominated for an award at 
the New York Film Festival. She was also the executive director of “Suicide 
Notes” in 2016, which received a myriad of accolades at the Houston 
Festival of Movies. She attributes her success to her relentlessness, 
fearlessness and drive to succeed, and she emphasizes that she has never 
been fearful to set her own goals and accomplish them accordingly.

Although she has experienced many career achievements, Ms. Sarres is 
especially proud of her process of immigrating to a foreign country and 
learning the language while concurrently dealing with issues regarding 
language barriers. She is also humbled by her ability to have succeeded 
as a renowned female executive in what is typically a male-dominated 
industry. Looking forward, she intends to continue experiencing the growth 
and success of her career.
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D
rawing upon nearly 30 years of professional experience, Craig 
Stannard decided to establish his own independent business 
within the commercial and installation industries. Desiring to 
foster greater control over contractors in an effort to deliver 
premier quality and specifications for his own clients, he 

commenced Commercial Relocation Group, Inc., in 2016, where he serves 
today as president and owner. Alongside this endeavor, Mr. Stannard is also 
the owner of the Commercial Relocation Group Office Interiors, Inc., which 
he began in 2018. Since cultivating his business, he has received numerous 
accolades, including placement in the list of 50 Fastest-Growing Companies 
in South Florida in 2020 and among the Top 250 Power Leaders of South 
Florida in 2021, both by the South Florida Business Journal.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Stannard served the Beltmann Relocation Group 
as a project manager from 2011 to 2012 and again in commercial sales from 
2014 to 2016, NAL/Syncreon as a field support specialist from 2012 to 2014, 
and the Monterey Club as owner from 2010 to 2012. A former operations 
manager for what was then known as The Beltmann Group from 2009 to 
2011, he began his career in 1994 as the owner of Stannard Movers, Inc., 
where he remained until 2009.

Outside of his primary ventures, Mr. Stannard has dedicated his 
business to a variety of nonprofit organizations. For several years, he has 
supplied furniture to more than 30 nonprofits and schools within South 
Florida and Tampa. He emphasizes that his success can be attributed to 
the relationships he has built over the years, as his satisfied customers 
have brought in additional customers through word-of-mouth referrals. 
Additionally, Mr. Stannard is grateful for the support of his wife, Melissa, 
who works tirelessly to ensure the business runs smoothly.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Stannard intends to continue building 
the brand of Commercial Relocation Group and expand the business to 
cover the entire nation. He is slowly transitioning the company to become 
a woman-owned establishment with the direction of his wife.
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A
ssociates call Robert R. Swartz the “Motorcycle Marriage 
Counselor,” as the compliment he hears most often from clients 
is, “You made me fall in love with my bike all over again.” Opening 
in 2004, Rob’s Dyno Services (RDS) has grown to become New 
England’s premier motorcycle tuning facility for all internal 

combustion, electric and high-performance motorcycles. RDS offers 
maintenance and repair services for any brand of motorcycle, in addition 
to unique components and accessories designed by Mr. Swartz.

Specializing in custom air and fuel ignition mapping, RDS utilizes the 
most advanced dynamometer and diagnostic technologies to optimize 
performance and fuel efficiency for any bike. Certified on all models of 
DynoJet’s Power Vision, Screamin’ Eagle Super Tuner, Direct Link and 
Harley-Davidson’s Race Tuner, Mr. Swartz is also an active consultant for 
future tuning software enhancements with leading dynometer OEMs.

Mr. Swartz works with manufacturers such as DynoJet, Dynostar, 
JRi Suspensions, Energica Electric Motorcycles, MOTUS Motorcycles, 
Woodcraft and others to manufacture his custom designed parts and 
accessories under the RDS brand. His popular work on Indian front forks, 
rear shocks and Indian, Victory ECUs has introduced his unique designs to 
a broader range of dedicated riders across the globe.

Looking forward, Mr. Swartz is following his conviction that zero-
emission electric powered transportation will lead the future by delivering 
better performance for drivers and even better results for the environment. 
He opened Energica of New England in 2020, the only dealer with in-house 
dynos and one-of-a-kind Energica accessories, making it the preferred 
source and tuner of electric motorcycles on the East Coast.

When he is not servicing bikes or promoting zero-emission motorcycles, 
Mr. Swartz is at the racetrack, tuning clients’ race bikes. He is a 21-time land 
speed record holder, piloting his 1924 Ford Model T Speedster, a company 
truck nicknamed “The Beast” and fast motorcycles. A long-time member of 
the Gardner Chamber of Commerce, each of his businesses enjoys a AAA 
Better Business Bureau rating.
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offering cigarette-free solutions to customers 
who desired to quit smoking. Since 2013, she has 
excelled as the owner and manager of VaperTec 
LLC in Boise, Idaho. As an executive, she oversees 
administrative tasks, manages her staff, and runs 
the storefront, among other responsibilities, 
including ordering and purchasing.

VaperTec LLC is recognized throughout the 
city of Boise for its premier line of quality vaping 
items, kits and other products. Ms. Trevino 
emphasizes that their marketing and advertising 
are primarily word-of-mouth referrals, and she 
has conducted significant research in an effort to 
properly educate her customers on the benefits 
of vaping as opposed to smoking cigarettes, 
making their transition easily understandable 
and successful. She credits her staff for their 
customer service skills and willingness to learn 
all about the projects, thus helping her run a 
well-rounded, helpful and knowledgeable team 
for the customers they serve.

Earlier in her career, Ms. Trevino enrolled at 
Boise State University and Northwest Nazarene 
University, through which she earned credits 
toward a degree in special education. Dedicating 
herself to the academic sector thereon, she served 
Peregrine Elementary School and was the vice 
president of Educational Support Professionals 
for the Meridian Education Association. She has 
been affiliated with several organizations since 
the inception of her career, including the Boise 
Chamber of Commerce, the Better Business Bureau 
and the Idaho Women’s Business Association.

As a testament to her success in the 
field of vapor technology, Ms. Trevino was 
honored by the Boise Police Association for 
her perseverance and dedication to helping 
smokers eradicate their need for cigarettes, as 
well as promote health and wellness in her own 
community. Looking forward, she would like to 
open an additional location(s) of VaperTec LLC.

E
arly in her life, Tawni Berryman Trevino 
coped with the loss of a family member 
and, expressing concern and support 
for her father due to his smoking habit, 
she purchased her father a vape kit for 

his birthday. Her father successfully made the 
transition from smoking cigarettes to utilizing a 
vape. At this point in time, Ms. Trevino recognized 
that she could successfully run a business 

TAWNI BERRYMAN 
TREVINO

OWNER, MANAGER

VaperTec LLC
Boise, ID
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entrepreneur. Impressively, all her current work 
comes from referrals from her existing clients, 
and she has never needed to advertise her 
services.

Outside of her primary endeavors, Ms. 
Uresti has volunteered extensively with the 
American Red Cross and Habitat for Humanity 
International. Although her career has been 
suffused with highlights, she is especially proud 
of helping others create a source of income to 
meet their own goals and needs. She attributes 
her profound success to her determination and 
drive to succeed.

Looking toward the future, Ms. Uresti intends 
to witness the continued growth and success of 
her career. She would like to begin renovating 
houses more extensively, as well as serve 
as a beacon of inspiration to others in her 
community. Furthermore, Ms. Uresti would 
like to help underserved communities in other 
countries that do not have basic resources.

A 
native of the Philippines, Germana 
R. S. Uresti received a Bachelor of 
Science in food and nutrition before 
immigrating to the United States at 
the age of 23. Desiring to work in the 

food industry, she worked in various restaurants 
for more than 20 years, during which time 
she notably escalated through the ranks to 
management-level positions. A goal-oriented 
and driven individual, she sought the American 
Dream and thoroughly enjoyed working with the 
culinary arts, serving food to satisfied customers 
and helping others on a daily basis. Although 
she faced discrimination due to her status as an 
immigrant, Ms. Uresti persisted in her goals of 
becoming a businesswoman.

After serving in the restaurant industry, Ms. 
Uresti established her own businesses in 2012. 
She currently excels as the owner and founder 
of Better Style Solutions and Better Style Homes 
LLC. From a formative age, she enjoyed design 
and would often admire architectural styles and 
home décor in magazines. To this end, she has 
flourished as a naturally gifted designer and 

GERMANA R. S. 
URESTI
OWNER, FOUNDER

Better Style Solutions, Better Style Homes LLC
Lee’s Summit, MO
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A
lways possessing a desire to own a business and be an 
entrepreneur, Joshua Jon Van Dyck purchased Stageline Pizza in 
2020, a well-regarded restaurant located in Dillon, Montana. After 
receiving a bachelor’s degree from the University of Montana 
Western, which he completed in three years, he was encouraged 

by friends and family to venture forth on his career in business ownership. 
Equipped with his own self-motivation, he has since been recognized for 
his presence in the community of Dillon. Stageline Pizza is acclaimed in 
the area for its welcoming atmosphere, as well as delectable food options.

Featured in the Dillon Tribune for Stageline Pizza’s success, as well as 
his own reputation for being a positive role model in his community, Mr. 
Van Dyck enjoys dedicating his spare time to civic programs throughout 
Dillon, including the Beaverhead County High School, the University of 
Montana Western and the Beaverhead Chamber of Commerce. He believes 
in the importance of surrounding yourself with like-minded and supportive 
individuals, as encouraging influences can cultivate a successful mindset.

Alongside his primary path, Mr. Van Dyck recently established a 
scholarship to aid local students in their pursuit of higher education, 
particularly in trade and vocational schools. Founded for the Montana 
Youth Challenge Program at HiSET, he and his wife, Lynnsi, have donated 
several $300 scholarships to help students advance in their studies. As a 
former worker for HiSET organization between 2015 and 2020, Mr. Van Dyck 
is well versed in helping others succeed within the realms of education, 
physical fitness and life skills.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Van Dyck intends to continue helping his 
community grow through his volunteering efforts. He emphasizes that the 
youth of today are the adults of the future, and he stresses the importance 
of students pursuing valuable education that will foster a better world. 
Married since 2013, Mr. Van Dyck has two children, Amelia and Callum.

JOSHUA JON VAN DYCK
OWNER

Stageline Pizza
Dillon, MT
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she intends to open a third salon and foster a 
growing team of hairstylists and nail technicians. 
Noting that her employees are “like family,” Ms. 
Vasquez would also like to focus her efforts on 
providing health benefits for her employees so 
that they may continue to grow and succeed 
as professionals themselves. Likewise, she 
would like to experience the continued success 
and growth of her own career in the cosmetics 
beauty industry.

Ms. Vasquez immigrated to the United States 
from Mexico when she was just 16 years old. 
Fluent in both English and Spanish, she is grateful 
for her own determination and perseverance in 
making a pronounced name for herself in the 
cosmetics and beauty industry. She hopes that 
her pioneering efforts will serve as inspiration 
for her two children and build a legacy upon 
which her own children can leverage and grow. 
Ms. Vasquez’s businesses are located in El Paso, 
Texas, where she also resides.

I
nspired to enter the field of entrepre-
neurship by her desire to develop 
stability and serve as an inspiration  
for her two children, Mayra Vasquez 
sought to open her own business in the 

early stages of her life. Since 2011, she has  
excelled as the owner of Pretty Woman Hair  
Salon, which she established while working as 
a shift manager at McDonald’s on a part-time  
basis. During this time, she often worked  
seven days per week to cultivate a strong  
client base and, after several years of hard 
work, she was able to open a second salon 
titled Pretty Hair and Nail Spa in 2018. As an  
accomplished businesswoman and hair- 
stylist, Ms. Vasquez not only styles hair, but 
also deals with the necessary paperwork, 
monitors cash flow, and maintains an invento-
ry of hair and nail supplies.

As the owner of two flourishing businesses, 
Ms. Vasquez is exceptionally proud of her 
own success, as well as her ability to provide 
opportunities for her employees to also thrive in 
their roles as various hairstylists and nail artists. 
Looking toward the future of her businesses, 

MAYRA VASQUEZ
OWNER, HAIRSTYLIST

Pretty Woman Hair Salon, Pretty Hair and Nail Spa
El Paso, TX
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W
hile her husband was in the military, Vera Vaughn often 
traveled with him from base to base across the nation. During 
their travels, she frequently volunteered at the local schools 
until his military discharge. Equipped with her resounding 
experience across the United States in education-based 

philanthropy and childcare, she decided to open her own daycare center 
upon the family’s relocation to Virginia. Now living in Annandale, Virginia, 
Ms. Vaughn is the president and chief executive officer of Annandale Play-
Care, Inc., which she has been maintaining for more than 30 years.

Prior to embarking on her career, Ms. Vaughn pursued a higher education 
at Harcum College, where she earned an Associate of Arts in child 
psychology. Subsequently, she received a Bachelor of Arts in business 
administration from Strayer University in 2000. Although committed to 
her day care center, Ms. Vaughn also enjoys dedicating her time civically 
to several local initiatives, such as Catholic Charities and Always Shoes. 
Likewise, she previously partnered with the Commonwealth of Virginia to 
provide assistance to low-income families and volunteered in offices for 
childcare assistance programs.

For her resounding efforts in the education and advancement of children, 
Ms. Vaughn was featured in her local newspaper. Additionally, between 
2012 and 2019, Annandale Play-Care, Inc., was honored with the Child 
Care Center of the Community Award. Ms. Vaughn attributes her success 
to treating children as their own individuals and her innate affinity for 
providing them with diverse experiences while in daycare. She emphasizes 
that children are “like sponges,” as they absorb everything around them. 
Thus, it is the adults’ responsibility to facilitate their minds correctly.

Looking forward, Ms. Vaughn intends to continue writing her book. She 
is the proud mother of two daughters, one son and one foster son. She also 
has four grandchildren.
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VERA VAUGHN
PRESIDENT, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Annandale Play-Care, Inc.
Annandale, VA
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LP3 endeavors to empower women entrepreneurs 
while educating them on women’s rights as they 
relate to financial freedom and literacy.

Recognized among the Top 100 in Finance in 
2020, Ms. Williams has further contributed her 
breadth of knowledge to blogs and podcasts 
in her field. Civically involved as well, she 
volunteers with Habitat for Humanity of McLean 
County. Although her career has been suffused 
with highlights, she is especially proud to 
have made a positive influence on the lives of 
emerging and seasoned entrepreneurs, which 
has subsequently led to them making higher 
profits and illuminating transformations in their 
lives, both personally and professionally.

Ms. Williams attributes her success to her 
daughter, who first inspired her to keep moving 
forward. In five years’ time, she intends to 
incorporate financial literacy in nationwide 
school systems and advocates for financial 
literacy to be a required course in all schools.

A
lthough encouraged to enter the 
health care industry during her high 
school years, Chelsea M. Williams 
enrolled in accounting courses during 
her undergraduate studies. Shortly 

thereafter, she fell in love with the subject and 
attained an associate degree in accounting 
and business management from Heartland 
Community College in 2012. Following this 
accomplishment, she graduated summa cum 
laude from DeVry University with a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting in 2015.

While pursuing her academic degrees, Ms. 
Williams served in multiple roles, including as 
an in-house accountant for TECE and the vice 
president of American Tax & Accounting, Inc., 
serving in that role for five years. During her 
tenure, she discovered that much of her work 
implemented reactionary strategies; therefore, 
she desired to steer the organization toward 
proactive practices. Upon this change, she sought 
to service clients who were looking for financial 
freedom. In 2017, Ms. Williams founded Core 
Solutions Group, Inc., where she currently serves 
as chief financial architect. Alongside this role, 
she has also been the founder of LP3 since 2020. 

CHELSEA M. 
WILLIAMS

FOUNDER, CHIEF FINANCIAL ARCHITECT

Core Solutions Group, Inc.
Bloomington, IL
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W
hen he was only 14 years old, 
Ibrahim Yoldas began training 
in the martial arts and, upon 
reaching the age of 16, he began 
teaching classes to other students 

who were interested in learning about and 
practicing the martial arts. Centering his focus 
on mixed martial arts (MMA), he trained kids 
and adults for four years prior to co-establishing 
his own business. In 2017, Mr. Yoldas and his 
brother, Yusuf Yoldas, founded 1 United MMA 
House in Parsippany, New Jersey, where he now 
serves as a co-owner. At his studio, Mr. Yoldas 
teaches MMA to students who hail from across 
the State of New Jersey.

For his efforts and exemplary talent in MMA and 
martial arts as a whole, Mr. Yoldas was featured 
in Focus Magazine for three consecutive years. 
He holds a black belt certification. To remain 
abreast of developments in his field, as well as his 
community, he maintains active affiliation with 
the Parsippany Area Chamber of Commerce.

As a testament to his resounding success, 
Mr. Yoldas was honored with an accolade from  
the Boy Scouts of America in May of 2020. 
Looking toward the future, he intends to open 
a second location for 1 United MMA House. Mr. 
Yoldas notes that the coronavirus pandemic 
greatly affected his business, and they did 
not operate for three months in the year 2020. 
However, since June of 2020, 1 United MMA 
House has flourished as a business, taking in 
new students and training seasoned students on 
a regular basis.

Mr. Yoldas attributes his success to his faith in 
God, as well as his ability to work diligently toward 
his own goals and ambitions. He emphasizes that 
his ambitious attitude is what separates him from 
most other individuals in his field, as once he sets 
his sights on a target, he works hard to ensure 
that he completes his objectives.

IBRAHIM YOLDAS
CO-OWNER

1 United MMA House
Parsippany, NJ
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D ew Bryant has excelled as the owner and principal artist at 
Immortal Ink, an award-winning tattoo shop in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, since 2012. Establishing the tattoo shop after working 

as an assistant manager for another local tattoo shop for seven 
years, he has been recognized as a talented tattoo artist since 1984.  
Mr. Bryant is a licensed body art artist in the State of Arkansas, 
drawing upon his early interest in art from when he was a child.  
He was introduced to the world of tattooing during his tenure with the 
U.S. Merchant Marines after his graduation.

Notably, Mr. Bryant has been recognized extensively for his work, 
including among the Best of Tattoo Artists for numerous years. In 
2020, his tattoo work was featured in the Jonesboro Sun, serving as a 
testament to his positive influence on those around him. Considering 
tattooing as a means of therapy for each of his clients, he has since 
become a pillar of his community. Outside of his profession, Mr. Bryant 
donates to St. Jude’s of Memphis and the Wounded Warrior Project 
and also volunteers as a tattoo artist for charitable organizations.

OWNER

Immortal Ink
Jonesboro, AR

S upported by a BA from Duke University in 2002, James M. Canzoniero 
served as director of corporate development at InPhonic, Inc., until 
leaving to earn his MBA in finance from the University of Michigan 

in 2008. While at the University of Michigan, he worked on financial 
projects with Dow Chemical Company and Match.com. Post-MBA, 
he joined Gamse and excelled as executive vice president from 2015 
to 2018 and as vice president of finance, information technology and 
digital printing from 2008 to 2015. He has served as its vice president 
and chief executive officer in Baltimore, Maryland, since 2018.

Attributing his success to the encouragement of his parents, 
especially his father who was an executive of Gamse, Mr. Canzoniero 
also credits the influence of his grandparents, all of whom were 
entrepreneurs. To wit, he advises that his greatest achievements in 
his career are mentoring young employees, making sound equipment 
investment decisions, and managing complex processes across 
several product lines, which altogether have made Gamse a success 
even amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Mr. Canzoniero is a former board 
member of Label Printing Industries of America and a member of 
Young Presidents Organization.

PRESIDENT, CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Gamse Lithographing Co., Inc.
Baltimore, MD

JAMES M. CANZONIERO

DEW BRYANT
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VICE PRESIDENT

CAM Services
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PRESIDENT

Major Mechanic Services LLC
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SHANAE DIX, CSP

S ince 2003, Shanae Dix, CSP, has excelled as the vice president 
of CAM Services in Denver, Colorado. A family-owned business, 
CAM Services specializes in snow and ice removal in its local 

area, having been founded by Ms. Dix’s parents decades earlier. 
Prior to becoming vice president, Ms. Dix was responsible for 
administrative functions and business marketing and, since being 
promoted to her current role, she has managed the overall business 
alongside her brother, Hunter. She is backed by a bachelor’s degree in 
business management, marketing and related support services from 
the University of Hawaii at Manoa and is a Certified Snow Professional 
through the Snow and Ice Management Association (SIMA).

For their success, CAM Services has received several accolades.  
In 2020, they earned the Community Service Award through SIMA, 
who also bestowed upon them numerous safety awards over the 
course of its existence. Looking forward, Ms. Dix intends to expand 
CAM Services’ range of work during the summer months, including 
power sweeping, maintenance and improvement, and power 
washing. Ultimately, she would like to continue her parents’ legacy 
with the business.

F rom a formative age, Michael C. Gibbs was instilled with a 
strong sense of discipline, partly inspired by his parents and 
grandparents, who encouraged him to work hard and establish his 

own business. After working for myriad other mechanic companies 
and in marine repair for several years, he founded Major Mechanic 
Services LLC in Indianapolis, where he has been serving as president 
since 2006. Major Mechanic Services is a full-service auto shop that 
specializes in medium to heavy-duty transmissions and leverages 
innovative technologies to best service their clients. Notably, the 
business has over 50 years of combined vehicle repair experience. 
For more information, please visit https://www.majormechanicllc.com.

Outside of his primary endeavors, Mr. Gibbs is a member of the 
National Republican Congressional Committee and enjoys such 
avocational activities as fishing, hunting and camping. He attributes 
his immense success to his diligent work ethic and is acclaimed by his 
numerous clients for his dedication to his craft, willingness to work 
outside of regular shop hours and attention to detail. Looking forward, 
he intends to ease into a semi-retirement and begin volunteering for 
local charities and causes.

MICHAEL C. GIBBS

https://www.majormechanicllc.com/
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S ince 2002, Scott Ray McAlister has excelled as the president 
of Coastal Ice & Water LLC in Houston, Texas. Noteworthy as 
Houston’s largest wholesaler of commercial ice and water, 

Coastal Ice & Water supplies hydration services to oil and gas refiners, 
contractors and retailers and was first established in 1991. Since then, 
the business has over 300 years of combined employee experience 
and the largest delivery fleet in its industry. Additionally, Coastal Ice & 
Water frequently contributes to the Houston community, particularly 
in regions that are sparse in adequate water.

Drawing upon coursework in finance at the University of Houston 
and an associate degree from San Jacinto College in 1986, Mr. 
McAlister has become the face of his organization. He has received 
myriad accolades from the Association of Builders and Contractors 
throughout his career. Emphasizing that highlights of his career 
include receiving terrific customer satisfaction and reviews, he 
intends to supply the second generation in the forthcoming future and 
remain on the cutting edge of diversity and inclusion. Mr. McAlister is 
the proud father of one daughter, Morgan, who has expressed great 
interest in joining the family business.
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PRESIDENT

Coastal Ice & Water LLC
Houston, TX

D rawing upon decades of experience in business management, 
marketing and distribution, William J. Partridge has excelled as 
the owner of Partridge & Associates in Charlotte, North Carolina, 

since 1996. Focusing his practice on the field of global e-commerce, 
his company arose from the acquaintance and subsequent meetings 
of his colleagues who shared his goals of establishing a pronounced 
business in the industry. Prior to this endeavor, Mr. Partridge served 
as a courier for a law firm in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Attributing his success to his ambition for success, Mr. Partridge is 
especially proud of his willingness to step outside of his comfort zone 
in pursuit of his professional dream. Alongside his industry ventures, 
he contributes to his local church assembly, where he serves as an 
overnight host for housing for the homeless population. Additionally, 
he donates to an orphanage in Ghana. Looking toward the future, Mr. 
Partridge intends to experience the continued success of his career, 
as well as purchase land in an effort to build a comfortable lake house 
for his family.

OWNER

Partridge & Associates
Charlotte, NC

WILLIAM J. PARTRIDGE

SCOTT RAY MCALISTER
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PRESIDENT

Milwaukee Pride
Milwaukee, WI

FOUNDER AND PROGRAM 
DESIGNER, GO GREEN 

LAWNS LLC

CONSULTANT AND 
LOBBYIST, SWIFT LAWN 

SOLUTIONS LLC

Louisville, NE

WESLEY SHAVER

A naturally gifted comedian, actor and entertainer, Wesley Shaver 
has leveraged his unique abilities to create a career for himself 
that is robust with positivity, laughter and opportunity. Since 

2007, he has served the City of Milwaukee in myriad capacities with the 
realm of hospitality, having been an entertainment manager, director 
of sales and marketing, business consultant and entrepreneur. For 
the past five years, he has excelled as president of Milwaukee Pride, 
where he lends his considerable expertise to celebrating diversity and 
inclusion within the LBGT community.

Mr. Shaver holds a BA in theater and an MS in sports management 
from Cardinal Stritch University, which he obtained in 2007 and 
2011, respectively. A frequent guest speaker and visitor at several 
universities, he notably helped create the Sports and Entertainment 
Management Program at Concordia University in 2011. He lives by the 
mantra, “Take each day with extreme intentionality and authenticity.” 
Civically involved, he volunteers for park clean-ups and is a board 
member of the Visiting Milwaukee Marketing Committee. In 2020, he 
was recognized by Bus Times Media for his entrepreneurial spirit and 
success.

R ichard Taylor Swift was inspired by his uncle Robert Driver, who 
was an acclaimed individual known throughout the State of 
New Jersey’s historical circles in the 20th century. Mr. Swift was 

inspired by his uncle’s entrepreneurial spirit and developed his own 
company starting in 1994. Go Green Lawns LLC offers premium lawn 
treatments as a service throughout Omaha, Nebraska, and Eastern 
Nebraska. Likewise, Swift Lawn Solutions LLC is a fertilizer supply 
company that also engages in lobbying activities.

Mr. Swift is a graduate of both the Loomis-Chaffee School and Drew 
University, earning a Bachelor of Arts in political science from the latter 
academic institution. He also attended the Creighton School of Law in 
Omaha during the late 1980s. Nominated for the prestigious Integrity 
Award from the Better Business Bureau, Mr. Swift is noteworthy for 
his success with his lawn companies. Outside his business endeavors, 
he volunteers his time to help the homeless population. He has been 
married since 1995 to his wife of 27 years, Mary Murphy-Swift.

RICHARD TAYLOR SWIFT
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H ailing from a lineage of furniture business owners on her 
husband’s side, Carly E. Werner married into the business over 
time. Since 2017, she has excelled as a co-owner, designer and 

visual merchandiser for Bassett Furniture, Inc. Bassett Furniture is a 
family-owned business that not only provides for Ms. Werner and her 
husband, but also their community at large. Previously, she served 
with the UPS Store for numerous years, as well as held various part-
time jobs. Drawing upon training in furniture restoration and a design 
certification from Bassett Furniture, she received a bachelor’s degree 
in family and marriage science from Brigham Young University in 2022. 
Ms. Werner is also expecting her first child.

Ms. Werner has been featured in numerous articles in magazines, 
including Meridian Lifestyle magazine. She won a Store Award for 
second most overall improvement in sales by Bassett Furniture. She 
attributes much of her success to the support of her husband, as well 
as her long experience with interior design. Likewise, Ms. Werner 
credits her pragmatism and ability to empathize with others as factors 
to her success.

CO-OWNER, DESIGNER, 
VISUAL MERCHANDISER

Bassett Furniture
Meridian, ID

S ince 1995, Todd Williams has excelled as the owner of Williams 
Service Center Tire & Alignment, in which he and his father 
provide services such as oil changes and front-end alignments 

for a range of automobiles. Williams Service Center Tire & Alignment 
was initially purchased by Mr. Williams’ father in the 1990s and, upon 
his graduation from high school, Mr. Williams has taken the helm of 
the full-service gas station, repair and tire shop. While excelling in his 
role as owner, he has also completed coursework at the University of 
North Alabama.

Although he has experienced several crowning achievements, Mr. 
Williams is especially proud of his position of being self-employed. 
Alongside his repair shop, he is also the owner of a farm and cattle 
ranch, in which he hopes to invest full-time after retiring from Williams 
Service Center Tire & Alignment. Outside of his primary endeavors, 
he is a sponsor for local schools and Little League, as well as a donor 
for the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Looking forward, Mr. 
Williams intends to spend more time at his ranch and explore the 
natural beauty of New England.

OWNER

Williams Service Center  
Tire & Alignment

Iuka, MS
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OWNER

Zak’s Bar and Grill
Rancho Cordova, CA

KAYLA ZAK

S ince 2019, Kayla Zak has excelled as the owner of her family 
restaurant, Zak’s Bar and Grill, in Rancho Cordova, California. 
Especially proud of becoming an entrepreneur at just 25 years 

old, she oversees all daily operations in her role as owner, as well 
as works with her marketing team to attain greater visibility for 
her restaurant. Alongside this endeavor, she has also served as an 
underwriter with Integrity Business Partners since 2019. Earlier in her 
career, Ms. Zak worked in a number of positions with various retail 
stores and food restaurants.

In light of her and Zak’s Bar and Grill’s success, Ms. Zak was honored 
with a Certificate for Recognition from the California Legislator 
Committee. Outside of her primary ventures, she volunteers with 
the Heart Foundation and donates meals to the homeless. Drawing 
upon a familial heritage in food service, Ms. Zak notes that her father 
has always been a terrific cook, and his meals were a staple of her 
childhood. She considers her father to be her greatest inspiration and 
mentor. Looking forward, she would like to expand Zak’s Bar and Grill 
to other locations across the nation.
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appointments, he was a principal consultant 
to various Christian organizations from 2006 to 
2008. During his tenure, he also earned an MAT in 
theology from the Fuller Theological Seminary.

Now recognized by Young Life as a trustee 
emeritus, Mr. Alberti has sat on the board of 
directors of the Military Community Youth 
Ministry since 2011, where he previously served 
as chairman from 2014 to 2019. Furthermore, he is 
on the board of trustees of the Ocean Grove Camp 
Meeting Association, having previously served on 
the board of directors of the Tyndale Theological 
Seminary and the Chosen People Ministries.

Although he has achieved much, Mr. Alberti is 
especially proud of his tenure in the Air Force, 
where he was promoted from an entry-level 
second lieutenant to first lieutenant and captain. 
In light of his military success, he earned the 
Commendation Medal for Meritorious Service 
in 1972, as well as the Commendation Medal for 
Outstanding Achievement in 1971.

D
rawing upon a BBA in economics and 
an MA in business from the Tipple 
College of Business at the University 
of Iowa, Kerry Barton Alberti enlisted 
in the United States Air Force, where 

he served to the rank of captain between 1968 
and 1972. Leveraging his advanced degrees, he 
was soon hired by the Chase Manhattan Bank, 
where he notably served as vice president and 
director of management science between 1972 
and 1979. For the following three years, he 
was vice president of Avis, Inc., followed by an 
appointment with the Bankers Trust Company 
as senior vice president until 1988.

Between 1988 and 1993, Mr. Alberti served 
as the managing director of Midland Financial 
Services at Midland Bank in London. Shortly 
thereafter, he excelled as the senior executive 
vice president at the Marine Midland Bank from 
1993 to 1997 in New York, where he managed 
portfolios for former President Donald Trump. 
Mr. Alberti joined Young Life in 1999, first 
serving as senior vice president of services until 
2005 and then as chief financial officer from 2008 
until his retirement in 2011. Punctuating these 

KERRY BARTON 
ALBERTI

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER (RETIRED)

Young Life
Glen Allen, VA
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S
heilah C. Gill commenced Teach 4 Wealth, Inc., in 2001 in order 
to help teachers retire with a fiscal cushion through which they 
can comfortably live their post-retirement lives. Noteworthy 
for empowering individuals, families and businesses with a 
nationwide clientele, Teach 4 Wealth offers financial literacy 

webinars in which Ms. Gill and her team teach concepts involving how to 
build up wealth and pass down legacies to younger generations. Teach 4 
Wealth is a retirement and life insurance company that stands out from 
competitors due to their innovative approach to risk management and 
premier leadership qualities, thereby providing elite solutions to address 
their clients’ financial needs, such as life insurance and annuities. For more 
information, please visit https://www.teach4wealth.us.

Drawing upon 20 years of expertise in teaching, Ms. Gill serves as the face 
of her business, leveraging her background in education to provide the 
best possible services to each client. Specifically, she coordinates financial 
workshops, mentoring and support. Furthermore, she is the author of the 
acclaimed book, “Get A Life and Live It,” which was published in 2012 and 
discusses how to live life to the fullest while taking firm grasp of available 
opportunities. It is available for purchase on Amazon.com.

Ms. Gill holds a bachelor’s degree from the District of Columbia Teachers 
College from 1977. Although her career has been suffused with highlights, 
she is especially proud of helping individuals navigate their finances in an 
easily understood manner. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and its effects 
on the economy, Ms. Gill notes that financial portfolios were impacted 
greatly in 2020 and 2021. However, with Ms. Gill’s aid, her clients were able 
to recover their losses and live comfortably.

Looking toward the future, Ms. Gill intends to experience the continued 
success of her career with Teach 4 Wealth. She is looking forward to hiring 
more leaders for her business to continue the legacy of financial success.
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SHEILAH C. GILL
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Teach 4 Wealth, Inc.
Oxon Hill, MD

https://www.teach4wealth.us/
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accounting and revenue recognition. Currently, 
Mr. Koirala is pursuing a graduate certification 
in corporate and personal finance from the 
prestigious Harvard University.

As a testament to his success, Mr. Koirala 
received the Thurgood Marshall College Fund 
Leadership Training Award in 2010, as well as 
myriad scholarships such as the Johnson & 
Johnson Scholarship, the Bert Smith & Company 
Scholarship, the Becker CPA Review Scholarship 
from the National Association of Black 
Accountants and the Peter Regis & Associates 
Scholarship from the University of the District 
of Columbia Business School. Furthermore, 
Mr. Koirala was honored with a Leadership 
Award from the Southern Region chapter of the 
National Association of Black Accountants in 
2017 and a Good Citizenship Award from Grant 
Thornton LLP in 2011. Mr. Koirala is a past vice 
president of the Greater Miami chapter of the 
National Association of Black Accountants.

S
upported by an early passion for 
accounting and finance, Navaneet Koirala 
graduated summa cum laude with a BBA 
in accounting from the University of the 
District of Columbia in 2010. Shortly 

thereafter, he joined Grant Thornton LLP in McLean, 
Virginia, as an assurance associate before serving 
in the same capacity for PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP and Ernst & Young LLP. Escalating to the rank 
of senior auditor for BDO USA LLP in 2015, he then 
joined Citrix Systems, Inc., in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, as a senior revenue accountant turned 
revenue accounting supervisor. Since departing 
from Citrix, Mr. Koirala has excelled as chairman 
of the eponymously named Koirala Capital LLC in 
Coconut Creek, Florida.

Drawing upon more than 10 years of 
professional experience, Mr. Koirala is acclaimed 
for his innate understanding of corporate 
and personal finance, as well as real world 
applications. He boasts considerable expertise 
in personal wealth building, retirement planning, 
children’s educational investments, small 
businesses and working capital investments, 
where he is also intimately familiar with SaaS 

NAVANEET 
KOIRALA

CHAIRMAN

Koirala Capital, LLC
Coconut Creek, FL
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I
mmigrating to the United States from 
Shanghai, China, at a young age, Shijun Liu 
became fascinated by the U.S. stock market 
after witnessing its potential to help ordinary 
people build wealth over time. Industrious 

minded and always desiring to pave a successful 
path for himself, Mr. Liu graduated as valedictorian 
of Riverside High School in Durham, North 

Carolina, and was accepted by Stanford University, 
where he earned a BS degree in Computer Systems 
Engineering in 2003. Subsequently, he became 
the manager of operations and technology for 
K.L. Hess Family Foundation, where he remained 
for two years before joining Parker Investment 
Management in Menlo Park, California, in 2005.

Mr. Liu’s first role with Parker Investment 
Management was as an equity research analyst 
and equity trader between 2005 and 2011. For the 
following six years, he served as vice president 
and portfolio manager until 2017. Since elevating 
from those roles, Mr. Liu has served as the 
executive vice president of Parker Investment 
Management. As executive vice president, 
he has leveraged his unique background 
in mathematics and computer science to 
spearhead various growth initiatives at the 
company and has led and supervised the areas 
of portfolio management, trading, compliance 
and client facing responsibilities.

A Certified Financial Planner™ through the 
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, 
Inc., Mr. Liu is also recognized as a Chartered 
Financial Analyst by the CFA Institute and 
holds a Certificate in Investment Performance 
Measurement (CIPM®), also from the CFA Institute. 
Alongside these certifications, Mr. Liu is a Series 65 
licensed financial advisor. Throughout his career, 
he has been especially proud to have helped 
families manage their finance and investments, 
deal with life-changing events, transfer wealth to 
the next generation, and establish and maintain 
legacies within their communities.

To attest to his success, Mr. Liu was honored 
with the Five Star Wealth Management Award 
for San Francisco Bay Area Professionals in 2020 
and 2021, which represents the top 2% of all 
candidates considered for the award. Looking 
forward, he intends to continue growing and 
succeeding in his career.

SHIJUN LIU, CFA, 
CIPM, CFP® 

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Parker Investment Management
Menlo Park, CA
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S
erving as the senior financial advisor of his eponymously named 
firm, Al Locy Financial Services, LLC, Al Locy established his 
company in Lodi, California, more than 35 years ago. During 
his early years, Mr. Locy and his wife traveled across the 
Midwest from La Crosse, Wisconsin, to California, in a station 

wagon, accompanied by his four small children. Establishing himself 
as a prominent name in the financial services industry in California,  
Mr. Locy now services clients across nine U.S. states. He is recognized as a 
preeminent and seasoned investment advisor who is also licensed to help 
individuals and families with their income tax returns.

With a supportive team by his side, Mr. Locy is accompanied by his office 
manager, Carrie Freed, who handles the support for both financial advisory 
services and tax preparation. His son, Andy, is a certified tax preparer in 
the State of California. Additionally, he is accompanied by LeeAnn Leske, 
who works as a fully licensed financial advisor. Al Locy Financial Services 
is renowned in its area for evaluating their clients’ financial situations, as 
well as their clients’ goals in their pursuit of fruitful financial management. 
Notably, they work closely with each and every client to customize their 
portfolios and manage investment accounts, as well as even help their 
clients pay their monthly bills. For more information about Mr. Locy and 
Al Locy Financial Services, as well as pertinent financial service advice, 
please visit https://allocyfinancialservices.com.

Mr. Locy was born on September 5, 1936 to parents Marie and Albert 
Locy. He is the proud father of four children: Albert, Coleen, Andrew and 
Christopher. Additionally, he has seven wonderful grandchildren. A native 
of Chicago, Illinois, Mr. Locy currently resides in Lodi, California. Looking 
toward the future, he intends to experience the continued growth and 
success of his financial firm.
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AL LOCY
SENIOR FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Al Locy Financial Services, LLC
Lodi, CA

https://allocyfinancialservices.com/
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from the University of Texas School of Law in 
2000. Admitted to practice law in the States of 
Texas and New York, he commenced his career 
as an associate with Skadden Arps. Mr. Minces 
remained there for three years before serving 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP for one 
year. From 2004 to 2007, he was legal counsel 
and chief compliance officer for Highland Capital 
Management and, from 2007 to 2010, he was 
general counsel and chief compliance officer for 
Swank Capital LLC.

Mr. Minces co-founded Blue River Partners LLC 
alongside his business partner in 2009, which 
was later merged with IQEQ in 2020. Now serving 
IQEQ US as chief revenue officer, he specializes 
in private equity and hedge funds, helping 
investment managers in their compliance, 
operations, accounting, tax and information 
technology services. After Blue River Partners was 
purchased by IQEQ, the company was featured 
in Vanguard Magazine in 2020. Additionally, Blue 
River Partners was twice featured in the Dallas 
100 by the Southern Methodist University School 
of Entrepreneurship and was honored with the 
“Best Place to Work” Award.

In his spare time, Mr. Minces serves as a 
board member of Heart of Gold. Through this 
endeavor, he hosts an annual golf tournament 
to raise funds for the organization, as well as 
raises money for children with heart disease. 
Regarding Blue River Partners, Mr. Minces has 
been a pioneering figure in the field by helping 
the company become one of the first companies 
to offer third-party corporate back office 
solutions to the alternative asset industry. He 
attributes his success to his drive for continued 
learning and, looking forward, intends to 
witness the continued growth and success 
of the company. Ultimately, he would like to 
acquire more U.S.-based businesses.

M
ichael S. Minces understood 
the complexities of investment 
management from a formative 
age, having been influenced by 
his father, who was a stockbroker. 

In 1997, he earned a BBA in finance from the 
University of Texas at Austin, followed by a JD 

MICHAEL S. 
MINCES, JD

CHIEF REVENUE OFFICER

Blue River Partners LLC
Dallas, TX
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care carriers. Earlier in her career, Ms. O’Malley  
worked with National Bond and Trust for a  
decade, in which she assisted other companies 
in savings bonds with life insurance attachments 
through those companies’ payroll deductions.

Drawing upon a BS in music education from the 
University of New Hampshire and an MS in music 
education from Queens College, Ms. O’Malley 
previously worked as a music instructor in Ohio 
and New York. While raising her children, she 
found it necessary to shift her focus on insurance 
policies, thereby prompting her to enter the 
industry. Civically engaged as well, Ms. O’Malley 
is a cantor for her local church, who bestowed 
upon her the 35-Year Cantor Award. She has also 
given seminars on Medicare services.

Ms. O’Malley attributes her success to her 
patience and persistence. She emphasizes 
that her teaching prowess has allowed her 
opportunities to explain professional jargon to 
clients in a layperson manner.

S
ince 2015, Jane O’Malley has excelled 
as an independent senior health 
representative for Senior Services of 
North America, where she specializes 
in helping individuals over the age of 

65, as well as clients with disabilities, with their 
Medicare coverage. In her role, she is acclaimed 
for her natural affinity for researching and 
assisting her clients in finding plans that are 
comprehensive, suitable and affordable for their 
unique needs, all while educating her clients in 
the process. Through her extensive work in life 
and health insurance, she has received several 
Top Sales awards. Ms. O’Malley is licensed in the 
States of New York, Florida, North Carolina, New 
Jersey, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Connecticut and 
Maine. She is currently obtaining her license in 
the State of California.

Prior to her current role with Senior Services 
of North America, Ms. O’Malley served Presiden-
tial Life, Columbian Financial Group and Trans- 
america Life as an insurance agent between 1995 
and 2014. Since that time, she sought to become 
an independent agent with focuses in the senior 
market and became certified with all major Medi-

JANE O’MALLEY
INDEPENDENT SENIOR HEALTH REPRESENTATIVE

Senior Services of North America
Central Islip, NY
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E
asing into her profession serendipitously, Katerina T. Polen has 
thrived as the vice president of finance and compliance at JPL & 
Associates LLC in Sarasota, Florida, since 2006. Responsible for 
nearly all financial endeavors at JPL & Associates, she works in 
collaboration with the vice president of operations and strategy, 

as well as devises and implements policies to company with various 
regulatory frameworks. To this end, Ms. Polen also reports on ongoing 
changes and alterations to JPL & Associates and their business partners.

At the inception of her career, Ms. Polen attended the University of 
South Florida, from whom she obtained a Bachelor of Arts in business 
administration, with a minor in marketing, from the university’s College of 
Arts and Sciences in 2004. Alongside this credential, she also is certified 
in QuickBooks and boasts expertise in several programs, such as Adobe 
Acrobat, Microsoft Office 365, CashPro, Project Matrix-Project Spec and 
Tungsten Business Transaction Network. Although initially interested 
in marketing, Ms. Polen found great success with JPL & Associates and 
decided to move forward within the financial and compliance sectors, for 
which she has developed a deep appreciation.

Looking forward to the future of her own professional success and 
the success of JPL & Associates, Ms. Polen intends to pursue continuing 
education credentials and research innovative methodologies to which she 
can apply to JPL & Associates. Although her career has been suffused with 
highlights, she is especially proud of her steadfast dedication to her role 
as an industry leader. Among her colleagues, Ms. Polen is most notable for 
her strong values in leadership, productivity, communications and sales, 
among other esteemed areas of expertise.
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A
fter earning a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Ashland 
University in 2005 and an additional bachelor’s degree in 
accounting from Kent State University in 2006, Delilah J. Volpe 
delved into the field of financial services. At the inception of her 
career in 2007, she served as a senior accountant for Novogradac 

& Company LLP in Dover, Ohio, for two years until 2009. While there, 
she gained considerable knowledge on taxes and audits, specializing in 
the nonprofit industry. Since that time, she has excelled as the founder, 
president, chief financial officer and controller of Fox Enterprise Services. 
Fox Enterprise Services is a commercial construction company and 
manufacturer of metals for architectural purposes. In her myriad executive-
level roles, Ms. Volpe oversees all financial transactions of the business, 
including managing cash flow and tax liabilities. Her husband, Anthony 
Volpe, currently serves as co-founder and co-owner.

Alongside her primary work endeavors, Ms. Volpe also served as 
the head coach of the girls’ varsity and junior varsity soccer teams at 
Perry High School in Massillon, Ohio, between 2010 and 2013. She was 
also a coach at St. Thomas Aquinas High School between 2005 and 2010. 
Civically involved as well, she is a frequent contributor to her local 
church, including with community clean-up projects, fundraisers and 
more. Additionally, she enjoys helping underserved families and their 
children become involved in athletic activities and other extracurricular 
events during school, as well as mentoring and training young adults who 
have just graduated from college.

Ms. Volpe is EDGE Certified in the State of Ohio and maintains affiliation 
with the Canton Chamber of Commerce. She is also a member of the 
Minority Business Enterprise. Looking toward the future, she intends to 
become more involved in her local community, particularly with children 
in school and young adults in college. Likewise, she would like to expand 
the growth of Fox Enterprise Services.
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an enterprise with more than 1,000 customers 
and 14,000 users. Prior to establishing his 
business, Mr. Zorc served as a staff auditor for 
BDO Seidman LLP from 1996 to 1998, a division 
controller for Amway Capital Group from 1998 
to 2000 and an international finance manager 
for Herman Miller from 2000 to 2003. For the 
following two years, he served as a controller 
for Accelera Romar before becoming a solutions 
architect for ERP systems for SSI Consulting from 
2005 to 2008.

While working for SSI Consulting, Mr. Zorc 
discovered that the traditional accounting 
systems to which he and his colleagues were 
accustomed were archaic and inflexible. 
From this understanding, he postulated that 
a successful accounting technology solution 
should be seamless and flexible, one in which 
organizations could leverage to build data 
structures to fit their unique needs. This 
prompted him to develop Accounting Seed.

Notably, Mr. Zorc published his first book in 
March 2021 in partnership with Forbes Books, 
aptly titled “Iconoclasm: A Survival Guide in the 
Post-Pandemic Economy.” It quickly became an 
Amazon bestseller, and it discusses formulas 
for personal achievement in all professional 
and personal facets. To remain abreast of 
developments in his field, he maintains 
membership with the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants.

Mr. Zorc holds a BA in accounting from Hope 
College, which he obtained in 1996, and was 
certified as a certified public accountant by 
the Michigan Association of Certified Public 
Accountants. To attest to his success, he has 
received myriad accolades, including Badges 
from Chief Crown and positive software 
reviews. Accounting Seed has been ranked a 
Top-Rated Business for the Year 2020-2021 by 
Inc. 5000.

S
upported by more than 20 years 
of experience as a certified public 
accountant, corporate finance lead 
and IT solution architect, Tony Zorc 
has excelled as the founder and chief 

executive officer of Accounting Seed since 
2008. Since its inception, Accounting Seed has 
substantially grown from a small business to 

TONY ZORC
FOUNDER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Accounting Seed
Ellicott City, MD
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F rom a young age, Michael A. Amador Jr. enjoyed the application 
of numbers and mathematics, as well as helping others grow and 
succeed in their own lives. At the inception of his career in 2007, 

he served Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., as director of 
food and beverages and guest services auditor, roles he maintained 
for two years. Between 2009 and 2013, he excelled as the production 
and finance coordinator for Genesis Manufacturing, having spent the 
following four years as a financial manager for Akari Energy. Since 
2017, Mr. Amador has held dual roles as a management accountant for 
EnerMech and a financial director for Agape Professionals.

Drawing upon a Bachelor of Arts from Carlton State University in 
2015, Mr. Amador has spent his spare time volunteering for outreach 
initiatives at the New Beginnings Church in Houston, Texas, since 
2005, from whom he received a Leadership Excellence Award. Looking 
toward the future, he intends to further himself in humanitarian efforts 
and experience the continued growth and success of his career.
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D rawing upon an early love for mathematics and numbers, Gautam 
Anumukonda is notable for being an acclaimed entrepreneur 
and investor for a myriad of industries beginning in 1999. 

Among his several roles, he currently serves as founder, president 
and chief executive officer of SGC & Associates LLP, CPAs; Strategic 
Solutions; Gautam Anumukonda LLC; KPAG LLC; P&G Medical Billing 
Consultants; and PG Global Business Advisory Services LLC. He 
also serves as an officer with Janucare LLC. Prior to delving into his 
career, Mr. Anumukonda attained a BS in accounting and finance from 
Bangalore University in India before immigrating to the United States.

In addition to his multiple roles in finance, Mr. Anumukonda holds 
certifications in strategy execution from Harvard Business School 
and in business administration and management from the Yale 
School of Management. Likewise, he completed the entrepreneurship 
acceleration program at the Wharton School of Business and in 
financial modeling and valuation analysis at the Corporate Finance 
Institute. Mr. Anumukonda has been published extensively in 
CGMA Magazine and Financial Magazine, as well as for the National 
Association of Certified Valuators and Analysts’ Quickread.

PRESIDENT

SGC & Associates LLP, CPAs
Great Neck, NY
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MANAGING PARTNER

DMA Economics LLC
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DEBBIE HOLLADAY

D ebbie Holladay began her finance career in 1987 when she joined 
H&R Block as an apprentice. Steadily rising through the ranks 
throughout her tenure with the company to instructor, supervisor 

and senior tax advisor, she remained with H&R Block until 2006. 
Subsequently, she served as a tax accountant with Seidel, Schroeder 
& Co. from 2006 to 2009 and a partner and tax professional with B-CS 
Tax Group, Inc., from 2009 to 2015. During this time, Ms. Holladay 
desired to branch out and establish her own business. Therefore, 
since 2015, she has excelled as the founder and chief executive officer 
of Holladay & Associates, Inc.

Ms. Holladay is a registered tax return preparer through the 
IRS, as well as a notary public in the State of Texas. In light of her 
achievements, she was named Best Accountant/Tax Professional 
by the Eagle’s Readers’ Choice Awards and earned the Global CEO 
Excellence Award from CEO Monthly Magazine, both in 2020. 
Additionally, she was named among the Top 10 Businesswomen by 
the American Business Women Association in 2020. Since 2011, she 
has served as an ambassador to the Bryan/College Station Chamber 
of Commerce.

S ince 2015, Dr. Don Oz May has excelled as a managing partner at 
DMA Economics LLC, through which he has leveraged over 30 
years of experience in consulting and litigation support to provide 

calculations of the valuation of damages in intellectual property theft, 
consumer product mislabeling and securities fraud. To date, he has 
performed valuations for over 200 businesses and has also been an 
expert witness for several multi-million-dollar lawsuits. Alongside 
this endeavor, Dr. May is an editorial board member of the Journal of 
Business Valuation and Economic Loss Analysis.

Dr. May holds a BSBA in accounting and finance from Roosevelt Uni-
versity, and an MBA in finance and econometrics and PhD in economics, 
finance and statistics, both from the University of Chicago Booth School 
of Business. Prior to obtaining his current role, he served as managing  
director of Berkeley Research Group LLC and principal-in-charge of valua-
tion and litigation support at Grassi & Co. Previous vocational endeavors  
include appointments at Marks Paneth & Shron LLP, Experts-on-Experts, 
NERA Economic Consulting, Peripheral Vision LLC, PricewaterhouseC-
oopers LLP and Galt Corporation. He also instructed at Loyola University 
Chicago and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

DON OZ MAY, PHD
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L ila O. Pecht was attracted to the field of accounting since she was 
in the eighth grade. She completed a BBA in general business at 
the University of Texas at Austin in 1960 prior to starting work 

in her field. She served as a bookkeeper and secretary for a real 
estate company and worked for a private tax accounting firm prior 
to opening her own tax accounting practice in January 1970. She 
established Pecht’s Business Services, where she remained owner 
until 1983. Alongside this venture, she excelled as owner of Flip 
Flop Reports, a real estate foreclosure reporting service, until July 
2003. She continued research of foreclosure postings until her 
retirement in 2017.

Ms. Pecht attributes her success to her confidence, discretion and 
empathy with her clients. She is especially proud to have succeeded 
as a woman in predominantly male-oriented industries, and she 
notes that although she encountered many obstacles due to her 
gender and age, she still established a resounding name for herself 
in the fields. Looking forward, she intends to continue enjoying her 
retirement.

OWNER (RETIRED)

Pecht’s Business Services
Georgetown, TX

K eith Vance Roach is a noteworthy United States Army veteran 
and current insurance agent who has been serving New York 
Life Company since 2020. Previously spending 36 years in the 

Army, he commenced his military career as an operations manager 
in 1984, remaining in that role until 2000. From 2000 to 2016, he was 
a senior manager of project management and, from 2013 to 2017, he 
served as the director of logistics operations. Prior to attaining his 
current position, Mr. Roach was the director of logistics and material 
readiness between 2017 and 2020. He earned his Lean Six Sigma Green 
Belt through the Army.

An alumnus of the United States Army Sergeants Major Academy, 
Mr. Roach received a BS in interdisciplinary leadership from Trident 
University International and holds myriad certificates, including as 
a certified lean practitioner, certified logistics technician, certified 
master resilience trainer and certified logistics associate. As a 
testament to his military success, Mr. Roach earned the Legion of 
Merit, a Bronze Star and the Meritorious Service Medal. He cites 
the highlight of his career, however, was his appointment as a G357 
sergeant major of the Combined Arms Sustainment Command.

INSURANCE AGENT

New York Life Company
Fort Sam Houston, TX
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C
hristopher S. Adams Jr. entered the United States Air Force in 
1952, following ROTC training and college graduation. Onward 
into pilot training and combat crew duty, flying the Mighty 
B-36 and the Boeing B-52 Stratofortress. Following 10 years 
flying bombers, he moved on to become an ICBM combat crew 

commander. As the Vietnam War progressed, he served two tours flying 
C-141 transports and, subsequently, to remote duty in Thailand, serving as 
a Combat Support Group Director of Operations.

General Adams served as Director of Plans and Policy and as Executive 
Officer to the Director, Defense Nuclear Agency. Returning to Strategic Air 
Command, he became an ICBM wing commander, Air Division commander 
and promoted to brigadier general. Thereafter promoted to major general, 
he was assigned to the Strategic Air Command Headquarters, serving in 
several staff positions upward to being appointed Chief of Staff.

General Adams retired from the Air Force in 1983 after 31 years of 
active duty to accept an invitation to become an Associate Director, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory. After four years at the Lab, he accepted 
an appointment as Vice President, Government Systems, Andrew 
Corporation, and an opportunity to return to his native Texas. With Andrew 
Corp., he found himself working across the world, including Beijing and 
finally five years in Russia, overseeing activities in the recovery of their 
failed commercial communications systems. Following 12 years with 
Andrew Corp, he finally retired. Not one to come to a complete stop and, 
with the urgency and encouragement of family, friends and colleagues, 
notwithstanding personal counseling with the late Tom Clancy, he 
documented many of his experiences, sharing the breadth of his world 
travels in published documentaries and authoring spy novels.

With his AS from Tarleton State University, BS from Texas A&M University-
Commerce, and MS in military studies from the Industrial College of the 
Armed Forces, General Adams has received numerous awards, including 
the U.S. Distinguished Service Medal and DoD Superior Service Medal. He 
was also honored with the Medal of Honor from DAR in 2011.

CHRISTOPHER S. ADAMS JR.
MAJOR GENERAL (RETIRED), UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

CHIEF OF STAFF, STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY

VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT SYSTEMS, ANDREW CORPORATION
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relocated back to Germany, serving Ramstein 
AB as an Intel Systems Network Administrator 
and Unit Deployment Manager for the 1st Air and 
Space Communications Operations Squadron. 
She then transferred to Eglin AFB in Florida as 
an Electronic Warfare Configuration Manager for 
the 53rd Communications Support Squadron.

Ms. Goodwin subsequently served as a Flight 
Superintendent for the 694th Intelligence Support 
Squadron at Osan AB in Korea, a Data Center and 
Contract Operations Manager for the 747th Com-
munications Squadron on Hickam AFB in Hawaii, 
and a Senior Information Assurance Analyst for 
NCTAMS PAC, as a contractor, after which she  
retired from active duty in 2017. Since 2018, 
she has excelled as an information technology  
specialist for the Department of the Air Force. 

Ms. Goodwin is six classes shy from her 
bachelor’s degree in computer networks with 
cybersecurity with the University of Maryland 
Global College. Serving the nation for over 21 
years of active-duty service emboldened her 
to continue her passion for helping others. She 
currently provides guidance to entrepreneurs as 
an independent business consultant, where she 
advises business startups on business funding, 
credit repair services, FOREX trading and legal 
services. Civically, she lends her time to the 
Fisher House, which houses families of veterans 
who require long-term medical care. Most 
recently, she has partnered with two others to 
start Salon and Spa 333 on the island of Oahu.

Ms. Goodwin received two Meritorious 
Service Medals, two Joint Commendation and 
three AF Commendation Medals, and two Joint 
Achievement and one AF Achievement Medals. 
She was named Civilian of the Quarter three 
times since 2018. She is especially proud of 
receiving an Excellent Rating from the Command 
Cyber Readiness Inspection held at Hickam AFB 
in 2015 and 2016.

R
ecruited by the U.S. Air Force in 1995, 
Suresia L. Goodwin delved into the 
field of communications-computer 
systems. After perfecting her craft in 
the computer field while stationed at 

Germany, and then Maxwell AFB in Alabama, she 
was challenged to be a COMSEC Responsible 
Officer at Kadena AB in Japan, where she 
earned her AS in information technology from 
the Community College of the Air Force. She 

SURESIA L. 
GOODWIN

INFORMATION ASSURANCE ANALYST

Department of the Air Force
Ewa Beach, HI
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D
rawing upon nearly six decades of expertise in the government 
sector, Janet Marie Gorn retired in 2019 after serving the U.S. 
Department of State for 20 years. From 1999 until her retirement, 
she was a U.S. diplomat and security foreign affairs officer in the 
field of civil nuclear energy and nonproliferation in the Office of 

Nuclear Energy Safety and Security in the Bureau of International Security 
and Nonproliferation. Prior to this endeavor, Ms. Gorn served the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission in Washington, D.C., between 1980 and 1999 as a 
program analyst in the Office of Radioactive Waste, a congressional affairs 
officer and a senior international relations officer. Earlier in her career, she 
was a research analyst for the Congressional Research Service, a research 
assistant to the senior fellow at The Brookings Institution and a policy 
analyst for the City of San Jose, California. Likewise, she was a librarian 
at the Drew University Library, the Wisconsin University Library and the 
Oshkosh Public Library, where she commenced her career in 1961.

Notably, Ms. Gorn engaged in special assignments to the chairman and two 
commissioners of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, as well as in the State 
Department’s Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental Affairs. 
Prior to her retirement in 2019, she also excelled as an assistant professor 
at Northern Virginia Community College for 11 years. She also served as a 
guest lecturer for the Foreign Service Institute. She draws upon a BA from 
Drew University and an MA from San Jose State University, and completed 
coursework at Harvard University and the George Washington University.

Post-retirement, Ms. Gorn has been on the board of directors of the 
Prince William Historical Preservation Foundation since 2020 and has 
maintained membership with the League of Women Voters of the Prince 
William Fauquier Area since 2018. She has received myriad accolades for 
her outstanding work, including the 2015 and 2016 Meritorious Honor 
Award and 2003 Superior Honor Award from the Department of State, a 2015 
Commendation from the Department of Energy, and a 2001 Commendation 
from the U.S. Ambassador to international organizations in Vienna, among 
other awards.

JANET MARIE GORN
DIPLOMAT, SENIOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICER (RETIRED)

U.S. Department of State
Washington, DC
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F
irst serving in the United States Army between 1952 and 
1954, Moorhead C. Kennedy went on to attend and graduate 
from the National War College, Groton School and Princeton 
University, where he majored in Oriental studies. From there, 
he enrolled in the prestigious Harvard Law School, receiving a 

JD in 1959 with a focus on Islamic law. Joining the U.S. Foreign Service 
in 1960, Mr. Kennedy thrived in an international career that took him 
to such countries as Yemen, Greece, Lebanon and Chile. During his 
subsequent tenure with the U.S. Department of State, he founded and 
became the first director of the Office of Investment Affairs, which he 
directed between 1971 and 1974. Notably, this was the first time that the 
Department of State addressed institutionally the international role of 
major corporations. Mr. Kennedy became qualified by the Department 
of State in Arabic, French and Spanish. He is best known as one  
of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran hostages held for 14 months.

Following his retirement from the U.S. Department of State, Mr. Kennedy 
has leveraged his lessons he had learned overseas throughout his career 
and applied them to the authorship of myriad books, op-eds and articles, 
mainly focusing on the cross-cultural problems abroad and within the 
United States. As such, he has been a frequent guest on television networks 
and has lectured extensively in his field.

Mr. Kennedy is a director emeritus of the National Institute of Social 
Sciences and has served on the Maine Library Commission. Additionally, he 
is one of Maine’s representatives on the board of the New England Board of 
Higher Education and is a past chairman of the Northeast Harbor Library. 
At Acadia Senior College, of which he is past president, Mr. Kennedy taught 
course introductions to the study of Islam.

In light of his achievements, Mr. Kennedy has received the Medal of 
Valor from the Department of State and the Gold Medal from the National 
Institute of Social Sciences. He also earned honorary doctorates from the 
University of Pittsburgh and Middlebury College. In his spare time, he 
enjoys gardening.

MOORHEAD C. KENNEDY
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE  
OF INVESTMENT AFFAIRS

U.S. Department of State
Mount Desert, ME
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community through his local Jaycees Club and 
the Arlington Trotters Running Club. Likewise, 
Mr. Zielinski enjoys donating blood and has, to 
date, donated more than 15 gallons of blood.

Although his career has been suffused with 
highlights, Mr. Zielinski emphasizes that his 
greatest achievements have been on a personal 
level, as he has completed marathons in every 
U.S. state beginning in 2005. In his spare time, 
he enjoys playing on computers, exercising and 
attending his local church. Looking toward the 
future, Mr. Zielinski intends to experience the 
continued growth and success of his career. 
Additionally, he would like to continue helping 
others in his community and live every day in 
the present moment.

Born, raised and residing currently in Mount 
Prospect, Illinois, Mr. Zielinski has one brother, 
one niece and one nephew.

I
nterested in numbers and accounting 
from a formative age, Michael E. Zielinski 
attended the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign, where he received a Bachelor of 
Science in accounting in 1981. Following his 

receipt of his bachelor’s degree, he commenced 
his career in 1982 as a revenue agent for the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) at the United 
States Treasury. Serving in this role for several 
years, Mr. Zielinski then served as an operating 
accountant at the Securities and Exchange 
Commission between 1985 and 1986, whereupon 
he returned to the IRS. Since that time, he has 
excelled as a revenue agent, in which he draws 
upon nearly 40 years of experience in the field.

During his career in accounting, Mr. Zielinski 
has conducted numerous audits and has 
developed much renown in his field for his 
expertise in financial analysis, tax preparation 
and policy analysis, among other subspecialties 
in accounting. Alongside his primary endeavors, 
he has maintained affiliation with the Delta Sigma 
Phi honor society and has also contributed to his 

MICHAEL E. 
ZIELINSKI, CPA

IRS REVENUE AGENT

United States Treasury
Mount Prospect, IL
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CIVIL ENGINEERING 
PRODUCTION CONTROL 
TECHNICIAN (RETIRED)

United States Air Force
Lafayette, LA

PAST COMMANDER

Chapter 003, Disabled 
American Veterans
Munfordville, KY

LARRY CORMIER

I nterested in the armed forces from a young age, Larry Cormier 
enlisted in the United States Air Force, where he served in several 
capacities until his retirement in 1990. Serving on Maxwell Air Force 

Base, he was a safety officer, first lieutenant, and E-5 staff sergeant, and 
also spent four years as a drill instructor and drill sergeant. Prior to 
his retirement, Mr. Cormier excelled as a civil engineering production 
control technician for 16 years. Earlier, he spent four years as a CSO 1 
for the Arizona State Prison Complex in Florence, Arizona. He draws 
upon a prior AAS in arts, sciences, criminal justice and corrections 
from Troy State University.

Alongside his primary endeavors, Mr. Cormier excelled as a drill 
instructor and drill sergeant with the Civil Air Patrol in Lafayette, 
Louisiana, from 2009 to 2011, and has been recognized as an Eagle 
Scout with the Boy Scouts of America, through whom he has earned 
myriad Merit Badges. The author of more than 200 stories, as well as 
two published books, “See Fred the Cajun Angel” and “Leo the Cajun 
Big Foot,” Mr. Cormier intends to continue enjoying his retirement.

J ames R. E. Healey served with the United States Navy for three 
decades between 1965 and 1995. First entering boot camp at the 
age of 19, he was subsequently appointed as a recruit squad leader. 

During his military career, he served in myriad capacities, including 
as an equipment operator for Naval Construction Battalions, a platoon 
leader, and an embarkation chief and Delta Company Chief. Prior to 
departing from the Navy, Mr. Healey completed three tours in Vietnam 
and five years living in Thailand. Following his departure, he served as 
a commander of Disabled American Veterans’ Chapter 003 Veterans 
Assistance Program and the second district commander for the 
Department of Kentucky.

Drawing upon an associate degree from Palm Beach Junior College, 
Mr. Healey also holds a BA in business administration and human 
resources management and MS in environmental science from Barry 
University. To attest to his success, he was honored with The Golden 
Palm Award in 1994 and a Letter of Appreciation from the Board of 
County Commissioners in Florida. Most recently, he was named 
JPSM Distinguished Lecturer in 2019 in light of his work in education 
between 2017 and 2019.

JAMES R. E. HEALEY
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D rawing upon a BS in health education and community health and 
an MPA from North Carolina Central University, Miriam B. Hanner 
has excelled as a program manager of the Office of Women’s 

Business Ownership at the U.S. Small Business Administration 
since 2021. Serving in the federal government for a number of years, 
she previously thrived with the U.S. Department of Commerce 
in Washington, D.C., as a business development specialist and 
program analyst between 2016 and 2021. Earlier in her career, Ms. 
Hanner dedicated herself to the education sector, in which she was a 
teacher for several school districts and a counselor for the Maryland 
Department of Social Services.

Recently, Ms. Hanner authored “What If I Were My Dog and My 
Dog Were Me” in 2021. Although she has experienced many career 
achievements, she is especially proud of discussing drug prevention 
and education in the North Carolina science curriculum during her 
years in education. To attest to her success, she was named 1995 
Teacher of the Year by the Math Science Education Network. Looking 
forward, she intends to work with underserved populations and help 
them achieve greatness.

PROGRAM MANAGER

Office of Women’s Business 
Ownership, U.S. Small 

Business Administration
Chesapeake Beach, MD

MIRIAM B. HANNER
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postgraduate training at the University of 
Southern California, where he obtained an MS 
in clinical and biomedical investigations in 
2010. Drawing upon both MD and PhD degrees, 
he also completed postdoctoral fellowships in 
preventative cardiology and cardiovascular 
imaging at the University of California (UC) 
Los Angeles, Cedars Sinai and the Greater Los 
Angeles VA Medical Center.

Likewise, Dr. Ahmadi completed a residency in 
adult psychiatry at the Chicago Medical School 
and a child and adolescent psychiatry fellowship 
at UC Los Angeles. Since 2018, he has excelled as 
an assistant clinical professor of psychiatry in 
the Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
at UCLA Semel Institute for Neuroscience & 
Human Behavior, the UCLA David Geffen School 
of Medicine and the Olive View UCLA Medical 
Center. Throughout his career and extensive 
medical training, Dr. Ahmadi has been endowed 
with a unique skill set that has allowed him to 
pursue ventures as a clinician and scientist 
in psychosomatic medicine. Notably, he was 
among the first to diagnose the correlation with 
relation of post-traumatic stress disorder with 
vascular dysfunction, coronary atherosclerosis, 
and future major adverse cardiovascular events.

Publications to Dr. Ahmadi’s credit have 
included “The Long-Term Clinical Outcome of 
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder with Impaired 
Coronary Distensibility” in Psychosomatic 
Medicine and “A Randomized Controlled Feasibility 
Trial of Reminder-Focused Positive Psychiatry 
in Adolescents with Comorbid Attention-Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder and Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder” in Primary Care Companion CNS 
Disorder, both provided evidence of such link  
for the first time. As a testament to his success,  
Dr. Ahmadi was named Best Researcher of the 
Year by the AACAP from 2016 to 2017. He has also 
earned numerous grants.

G
rowing up in both Iran and the United 
States, Dr. Naser Ahmadi learned to 
appreciate the value of medicine and 
leveraging an excellent health care 
system. Desiring to give back to others 

through medicine, specifically within the field of 
psychiatry, he practiced medicine at the Isfahan 
University Hospital in Iran and completed 

NASER AHMADI, 
MD, PHD

ASSISTANT CLINICAL PROFESSOR OF PSYCHIATRY

University of California Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA
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A
t the inception of her academic studies, Dr. Dessy Boneva attended 
a mathematics school in Bulgaria, where she specialized in the 
sciences with great emphases in mathematics. Subsequently, she 
attended a technical university in Sofia, Bulgaria, and was chosen 
to further study engineering in Moscow, where she later served 

on a health mission trip. During this time, she discovered her interest in 
helping others, and soon translated her interests to the field of medicine. 
Dr. Boneva related her experience to that of her mother as physician 
and learning from her quite a lot growing up, which further propelled Dr. 
Boneva to pursue the field herself.

Earning an MD thereafter, Dr. Boneva completed a postdoctoral research 
fellowship at the Baltimore VA Medical Center. She then completed her 
internship at the University of Maryland and residency at Dartmouth 
University, followed by fellowships at Johns Hopkins University and 
the University of Maryland, Shock Trauma in 2011. Since completing 
her medical training, Dr. Boneva has held a plethora of appointments at 
various medical centers and academic institutions. Currently, she excels as 
an associate professor at the University of South Florida, a faculty member 
in trauma, acute care surgery and surgical critical care at Kendall Regional 
Medical Center, and a clinical professor at Florida International University 
and Nova Southeastern University.

Specializing in trauma surgery, surgical critical care, emergency surgery, 
acute care surgery and general surgery, Dr. Boneva has completed myriad 
surgeries over the past 10-plus years, and she emphasizes that she is 
especially happy and proud when seeing her patients recover from their 
injuries and going back to their normal lives. She was elected a fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons and was honored as a Top Trauma Surgeon 
in 2018, 2020 and 2021.

Dr. Boneva maintains membership with the American Heart Association, 
the American College of Surgery, the Eastern Association for the Surgery 
of Trauma, the American Association for the Surgery of Trauma, the  
Pan-American Trauma Society and the Society of Critical Care Medicine.

DESSY BONEVA, MD, FACS
CLINICAL ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF SURGERY

University of South Florida
Miami, FL
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H
ailing from a family of health care professionals, Dr. Robert Bonke 
Booher was encouraged by his cousin, who was an orthodontist, 
to pursue the field of dentistry. Subsequently, he attended Purdue 
University, from which he received a Bachelor of Science in 
general science and mathematics in 1971. Following his receipt of 

his bachelor’s degree, he earned a DDS from the Indiana University School 
of Dentistry in 1975.

At the inception of his career in 1975, Dr. Booher served as a dentist 
in the United States Army for two years at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
until 1977. Since that time, he has been recognized as a major in the 
United States Army Dental Corps Reserve. Presently, he is a major in the 
Retired Army Corps Reserves. From 1977 to 1979, Dr. Booher served as 
an associate dentist at Dental Health Associates, whereupon he advanced 
to the position of co-owner until 1980. Since 1980, he has excelled as the 
owner of Associates in Family Dentistry in Avon, Indiana. Congruent to this 
effort, he further served as an adjunct professor in general dentistry and 
oral medicine at the University of Louisville School of Dentistry in 2018.

Throughout the course of his career, Dr. Booher has taken continuing 
education courses, in which he has concentrated his efforts on cosmetic 
dentistry, endodontics, TMJ migraine therapy and dental sleep medicine. 
Following more than 100 hours of continuing education coursework and 
constructing more than 100 oral appliances, he was named a diplomat of the 
American Academy of Dental Sleep Medicine in 2014 and of the American 
Sleep and Breathing Academy in 2016. Likewise, he has collaborated with 
a myriad of sleep physicians and primary care physicians in alternate 
treatments for sleep apnea, such as CPAP.

To remain abreast of developments in the field, Dr. Booher is a 
member of the American Dental Association, Indiana Dental Association, 
Indianapolis District Dental Society, Indiana Sleep Society and Illinois 
Sleep Society. He is also an associate member of the Chicago Dental 
Society. As a testament to his success, he was named Best Dentist in 
Hendrick’s County from 2003 to 2005.

ROBERT BONKE BOOHER, DDS
DENTIST

Associates in Family Dentistry
Avon, IN
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S
pending his entire career at Massachusetts General Hospital 
(MGH), Dr. Roman W. DeSanctis retired from medicine in 
2014 after accruing nearly 60 years of expertise in health care. 
After receiving an MD from Harvard University, from which he 
graduated magna cum laude in 1955, he completed an internship 

in medicine at MGH in 1956, followed by appointments as an assistant 
resident to senior resident in medicine at MGH until 1960. In 1962, Dr. 
DeSanctis completed a fellowship in cardiology at MGH. For 20 fruitful 
years, he served MGH as the director of clinical cardiology, having earned 
the distinction of physician and director emeritus of clinical cardiology 
upon his retirement in 2014.

Alongside his primary efforts, Dr. DeSanctis joined the faculty of Harvard 
Medical School in 1962, where he was later named the first incumbent of the 
James and Evelyn Jenks and Paul Dudley White Professorship in Medicine 
in 1998. Enjoying not only the clinical applications of medicine, but also the 
mentorship of emerging physicians in cardiology and internal medicine, Dr. 
DeSanctis is especially proud of helping up-and-coming professionals pave 
their own way to success. Likewise, he has always enjoyed the humanistic 
aspects of medicine.

Drawing upon a prior Bachelor of Science, summa cum laude, from the 
University of Arizona in 1951, Dr. DeSanctis served in the U.S. Navy following 
his receipt of his medical degree. Between 1956 and 1958, he served the 
Navy as the assistant to the attending physician to Congress. Later in his 
career, he contributed his plethora of expertise to written works, including 
authoring “On Being a Physician” in 2018, which discusses his journey in 
becoming a renowned physician and provides advice to graduates.

To attest to his success, Dr. DeSanctis earned honorary DSc degrees 
from Wilkes College and the University of Arizona, as well as the 1999 
Excellence in Clinical Teaching Award from Harvard Medical School, the 
2003 Glonley-Raisbeck Award from the New York Academy of Medicine and 
the 1991 Gifted Teacher Award from the American College of Cardiology. Dr. 
DeSanctis is recognized as a master of the American College of Physicians.

ROMAN W. DESANCTIS, MD
PHYSICIAN, DIRECTOR EMERITUS OF CLINICAL CARDIOLOGY

Massachusetts General Hospital
Boston, MA
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D
r. Stephanie Rachelle Dorisca always 
held an innate desire to help others, 
thereby leading her to enter the field of 
medicine. Growing up in Haiti as a dental 
hygienist, she soon after moved to the 

United States and expressed interest in becoming 
a nurse. Emphasizing that the nursing industry 
was not only a terrific means by which to help 
others, but also provided great job opportunities, 
she became a registered nurse in the State of 
Florida. Shortly thereafter, she received a Master of  
Science in Nursing from the University of Phoenix 
and, as time progressed, she also earned a Doctor of 
Nursing Practice from Regis University.

Holding several roles over the course of her 
career, Dr. Dorisca currently excels as the chief 
executive officer and president of Success Review, 
an organization that aids prospective nurses 
and other medical professionals in passing their 
nursing and licensing examinations. Success 
Review currently holds two offices in Florida and 
in Massachusetts. In addition to this appointment, 
she has served as the chief executive officer of the 
Sigma Institute of Health, where she has also been 
the director of nursing. Earlier in her career, she 
thrived as a dean and teacher for the Techni-Pro 
Institute in Boca Raton, Florida.

Maintaining affiliation with the American Nurs-
ing Association, Dr. Dorisca says that a highlight of 
her career has been obtaining her doctorate degree 
in nursing practice. She is also exceptionally proud 
of assisting other immigrants who wish to attain 
success within the United States in medical profes-
sions. Looking toward the future of Success Review, 
Dr. Dorisca intends to grow the practice by opening 
another location in a different U.S. state. She would 
also like to establish her own nursing school.

Married to her husband Rodnese Dorisca for 
more than 20 years, Dr. Dorisca has three children, 
two of whom are practicing nurses. She currently 
resides in Coral Springs, Florida.

DR. STEPHANIE  
RACHELLE 
DORISCA

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, PRESIDENT

Success Review
Coral Springs, FL
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work and encouraged her students to not only 
thrive as CNAs, but to also advance in their 
fields to become registered nurses, therapists 
and physicians. Additionally, Ms. Ernest was the 
owner of a home health care business in Austin, 
Texas, the executive director of a national home 
health care facility, a chief hospital nurse and a 
Medicare auditor, among other roles.

Attributing her success to hard work, 
perseverance and her faith in God, Ms. Ernest 
was honored as a member of the International 
Executive Guild. She received the Leadership 
Award from the Philippines Nurses Association 
in 2010 and, in 2006, she was named a Nurse 
Entrepreneur of the Year. Looking toward the 
future, she has several goals, some of which 
include easing into a well-deserved retirement, 
authoring a book regarding her life journey 
and her experiences in nursing, and inspiring 
others to pursue nursing careers. She is a past 
president of the Philippine Nurses Association.

A
lways possessing a desire to help others, 
Maria Theresa Ernest sought a formal 
education at the University of Santo 
Tomas, where she earned a BSN in 1978. 
After serving as a radiology nurse in her 

native Philippines, she traveled to Saudi Arabia, 
Northern Africa and Canada to excel in various 
nursing-related professions. Subsequently, she 
immigrated to the United States to pursue a full-
time nursing career and has since accrued more 
than 40 years of expertise in the industry. Since 
2005, she has thrived as the chief executive officer 
and chief nursing officer of Ernest Enterprises in 
El Paso, Texas, where she focuses her efforts on 
intensive care unit, radiology, special procedures 
and medical-surgical nursing.

The recipient of an MBA in health care 
management from the University of Phoenix in 
2002, Ms. Ernest is a registered nurse and holds 
certifications in advanced cardiovascular life 
support and basic life support. She is serving 
as a senior nurse evaluator in New Mexico at 
present, where she notably led testing efforts 
for certified nursing assistant (CNA) students. 
During this time, she thoroughly enjoyed her 

MARIA THERESA 
ERNEST

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,  
CHIEF NURSING OFFICER

Ernest Enterprises
El Paso, TX
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County, California. Possessing a long history 
of agriculture and European settlers, Imperial 
County is recognized for its extensive church 
activity; therefore, the implementation of a 
cannabis dispensary was revolutionary in 
Imperial County. Mr. Fernandez cites this as his 
greatest achievement, particularly as a person 
of color. He became licensed as a cannabis 
distributor in 2019.

Alongside his primary ventures, Mr. Fernandez 
has been a consultant for Web Sales Marketing 
since 2011 and the director of EFC since 2007. 
Earlier in his career, he served as the sales 
director for Desert Air Conditioning in 2011, 
a partner of Hillcrest Compassion Care from 
2008 to 2010 and the owner of Cellcity Limited 
from 2006 to 2008. Likewise, he thrived as a loan 
officer for American Home Mortgage from 2005 
to 2006 and for First Financial Capital from 2004 
to 2005. He commenced his professional career 
as a sales associate for Don Roberto Jewelers 
and sales executive for Professional Satellite 
between 2001 and 2004.

Drawing upon an associate degree from San 
Diego State University in 2007, Mr. Fernandez 
also dedicates his time to the Friends of El Centro 
Community Services Foundation. He previously 
served as a teacher aide for the Imperial Valley 
Center for Exceptional Children from 1996 to 
1998. He attributes his immense success to his 
positive attitude and self-discipline, as well as 
his innate interest in cannabis education.

Mr. Fernandez notes that when he arrived 
in California, he engaged in yoga, which 
established his roots in the practice of being 
one with the universe. He eventually opened his 
own yoga studio and was able to network with 
like-minded individuals, thereby setting the 
foundation of his future cannabis dispensary. 
Looking forward, he intends to witness the 
continued success of his career.

S
ince 2018, Angel D. Fernandez has 
excelled as the founder, chief executive 
officer and owner of Movocan DBA 
Aroma Cannabis. Previously serving 
as the director of operations for 

Canna Group for a decade between 2008 and 
2018, Mr. Fernandez is notable for establishing 
the first cannabis dispensary in Imperial 

ANGEL D. 
FERNANDEZ

FOUNDER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Movocan DBA Aroma Cannabis
El Centro, CA
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an advisor for the annual ACOM Simulation 
Competition, which he considers a career 
highlight. His Competition Medical Simulation 
teams have won three national championships 
from the American Medical Student Association 
and one international championship in Paris 
between 2017 and 2021.

A member of the American College of 
Physicians, Dr. Giannini has received myriad 
accolades over the course of his career. The ACOM 
Council of Osteopathic Student Government 
Presidents bestowed upon him the Outstanding 
Advancement in Osteopathic Medical Educator 
Award in 2019. Additionally, he has received 
several Teaching Awards from ACOM and the 
American Medical Student Association.

Looking forward, Dr. Giannini intends to 
continue teaching at ACOM. They are expanding 
their Medical Simulation Center to eight rooms, 
which will garner increased knowledge for both 
students and colleagues.

I
n 1969, Dr. John Giannini enlisted in the 
United States Navy, where he served in the 
United States and Puerto Rico until 1973. 
Attaining the rank of hospital corpsman 
and operating room technician, E-3, he 

was encouraged to attend medical school upon 
his military retirement. As such, Dr. Giannini 
attended the University of Louisville, earning 
a BS in 1976 and graduating from Physician’s 
Assistant School at Duke University in 1979. After 
practicing as a surgical physician’s assistant 
in Florida, he returned to the University of 
Louisville and earned an MD in 1984.

Dr. Giannini completed a general surgery 
residency and internal medicine residency and 
served as chief resident until 1990. Subsequently, 
he went into private practice in internal medicine 
in Jacksonville, Florida, until 2007. After his 
retirement from medicine, he became an assistant 
professor at the Florida State University College of 
Medicine. Relocating to Alabama, Dr. Giannini has 
since become an associate professor and director 
of the Medical Simulation Center at the Alabama 
College of Osteopathic Medicine (ACOM) since 
2015. During his tenure at ACOM, he has been 

JOHN GIANNINI, MD
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

Alabama College of Osteopathic Medicine
Dothan, AL
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an internship and residency at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, where he served to chief 
resident, and a fellowship in cardiology at 
Beth Israel Hospital. Equipped with 30 years of 
industry experience, he is now recognized as 
an interventional cardiologist, researcher and 
educator.

Since 2000, Dr. Gibson has served the Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center, an affiliate of 
Harvard Medical School, in myriad capacities, 
including as chief of clinical research since 2006. 
Alongside this appointment, he has been the 
president and chief executive officer of the Baim 
Institute for Clinical Research, formerly known 
as the Harvard Clinical Research Institute, since 
2017. Likewise, he has excelled as a professor of 
medicine at Harvard Medical School since 2012, 
where he has also sat as chairman and founder 
of the academic research organization PERFUSE 
since 1987.

Congruent to these positions, Dr. Gibson has 
also lent his time and expertise to the WikiDoc 
Foundation as founder, chairman of the board 
and editor-in-chief since 2005. He established the 
site, which is recognized as the first and largest 
medical wiki, as a free resource for underserved 
communities who did not have the resources to 
afford medical textbooks. Throughout his career, 
he has further overseen numerous clinical trials 
and cardiology megatrials, which have led to the 
international approval of pharmaceutical drugs 
such as prasugrel, rivaroxaban and betrixaban.

In light of his accomplishments, Dr. Gibson 
was named among Boston’s Top Doctors by 
Boston Magazine, among Top Doctors by Castle 
Connolly and among America’s Top Physicians 
by U.S. News & World Report. He was also 
recognized among highly cited researchers 
between 2018 and 2020. He is an honorary 
member of the Turkish and Japanese Societies 
of Cardiology.

F
rom a young age, Dr. C. Michael Gibson 
desired to become a physician in light 
of his desire to help others. Receiving 
a BS and MS from the University of 
Chicago in 1982 and 1984, respectively, 

he subsequently earned an MD from the Pritzker 
School of Medicine at the University of Chicago 
in 1986. Shortly thereafter, Dr. Gibson completed 

C. MICHAEL 
GIBSON, MS, MD

INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGIST,  
RESEARCHER, EDUCATOR

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center,  
Harvard Medical School

Natick, MA
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access to medical services. Looking toward the 
future, he intends to develop a health care center 
in Ghana and continue supporting his native 
country’s civilians in chronic pain management.

To prepare for his career, Dr. Gyarteng-Dakwa 
studied locally in Ghana, where he completed 
his primary school education. Subsequent to 
graduating from high school, he relocated to 
Russia on a Ghana governmental scholarship 
and, subsequently, obtained an MD from the 
Volgograd State Medical University. Shortly 
thereafter, he traveled to the United States, where 
he completed postgraduate medical education 
at Howard University in Washington, D.C. He 
then completed an internship in pediatrics at 
Seton Hall University, a residency in anesthesia 
at Howard University and a fellowship at the Yale 
University Medical School.

Dr. Gyarteng-Dakwa maintains membership 
with the American Medical Association and 
American Society of Anesthesiologists.

A 
noteworthy anesthesiologist, phy-
sician and educator, Dr. Kwadwo  
Gyarteng-Dakwa currently excels as 
an anesthesiologist and doctor at the 
HEAG Pain Management Center. In his 

primary roles, he specializes in chronic pain man-
agement, particularly with patients with epilepsy  
and seizures, and he maintains responsibility 
for evaluating his patients and devising compre-
hensive care plans. Additionally, he enjoys the 
pre-operative, intra-operative and post-opera-
tive work at the center, where he has provided 
interventional procedures. Through his practice,  
Dr. Gyarteng-Dakwa is affiliated with several area 
hospitals, such as Duke Regional Hospital.

Alongside his medical appointments, Dr. 
Gyarteng-Dakwa has served as a professor of 
critical care at the Duke University Hospital, 
having also previously spent time as an assistant 
professor at the Yale University Medical School. 
In addition, he focuses much of his time on his 
home country of Ghana, where he is a fervent 
supporter of various charitable endeavors. 
Specifically, Dr. Gyarteng-Dakwa enjoys assisting 
local Ghana natives in providing equal, affordable 

KWADWO 
GYARTENG-
DAKWA, MD

ANESTHESIOLOGIST

HEAG Pain Management Center
Greensboro, NC
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a fellowship in medical genetics and pediatric 
endocrinology at the prestigious Johns Hopkins 
Hospital prior to embarking upon her career.

First serving in the Department of Pediatrics 
and Medicine at the University of Washington 
as an assistant professor beginning in 1972, Dr. 
Hall advanced to associate professor and full 
professor until departing a decade later. During 
this time, she participated in the development 
of clinics in medical genetics across the 
Northwestern United States. She then joined the 
University of British Columbia in Canada as a full 
professor of medical genetics. She also served as 
head of the Department of Pediatrics from 1990 
to 2000. Dr. Hall garnered the title of professor 
emerita in 2005. Her instruction in the field was 
based on her own research in clinical genetics 
and pediatrics.

Dr. Hall has edited 15 books, as well as 
authored 12 books, 65 book chapters, 50 
conference proceedings and more than 365 
peer-reviewed articles in relation to her areas 
of expertise. She has also served as co-founder 
of the British Columbia Pediatrics Association 
and is a past president of the American Pediatric 
Association and the American Society of Human 
Genetics. She is a fellow of the American Board of 
Pediatrics, American College of Medical Genetics, 
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada, Canadian College of Medical Geneticists, 
Royal Society of Canada, Canadian Academy of 
Health Sciences and American Board of Medical 
Genetics, where she is a founding board member 
and past vice president.

Dr. Hall was titled an Officer of the Order 
of Canada in 1998 and received Outstanding 
Alumni Awards from both Wellesley College 
and the University of Washington School of 
Medicine. Currently, she is studying the effects 
of arthrogryposis. Her research has aided in the 
advancement of understanding birth defects.

D
r. Judith G. Hall was greatly inspired by 
her college professors, who introduced 
her to the field of genetics as they relate 
to medicine. First attaining a BA from 
Wellesley College in 1961, she then 

matriculated at the University of Washington in 
Seattle, receiving an MD in 1966. Thereafter, she 
went on to complete her medical training and 

JUDITH G. HALL, MD
PROFESSOR EMERITA

University of British Columbia
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
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anesthesiology in pain medicine, the director 
of pain medicine and the section head of acute 
pain service. Dr. Han remains an active part of 
Geisinger as an associate.

During his tenure as the director of pain 
medicine from 2006 to 2018, Dr. Han grew 
Geisinger's pain practice from one to five pain 
centers and developed many innovative pain 
programs. Dr. Han and his team developed the 
Multidisciplinary Pain Program and the Garden 
of Hope, remarkably improving the quality of 
life for select patients who regained hope and 
healthier, productive lifestyles. Dr. Han received 
the highest national level of patient satisfaction 
in 2008 and was named to the Top 150 Pain 
Management Physicians by the Beckers ASC 
Review in 2012.

Dr. Han acknowledges unyielding support 
from his wife, Hyang, and his three bright and 
wonderful children: Robert, Christina and David.

I
nspired by their father’s dedication and 
hard work ethic in caring for patients, Dr. 
John J. Han and his sister diligently studied 
to become successful, caring medical 
doctors like their father. 

Dr. Han obtained an MD from Georgetown 
University School of Medicine after completing 
an MS in physiology and biophysics from 
Georgetown University. He subsequently 
completed an internship at Yale-New Haven 
Hospital, a residency in anesthesiology at Mayo 
Clinic and Henry Ford Medical Center, and a pain 
management fellowship at Henry Ford Medical 
Center, where he was named a chief fellow. Dr. 
Han holds board certification in anesthesiology 
and pain management from the American 
Board of Anesthesiology, pain management 
from the American Board of Pain Medicine, and 
interventional pain medicine from the American 
Board of Interventional Pain Physicians. He 
is a Fellow of Interventional Pain Practice. Dr. 
Han currently holds a medical license in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Over 22 years, Dr. Han excelled at Geisinger. 
He was the vice chair of the division of 

JOHN J. HAN, MD
ASSOCIATE

Geisinger Medical Center
Lewisburg, PA
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I
nspired to pursue nursing from a young age, Dr. Lillie Quince Clark Head 
desired to attain higher education to expand her wealth of knowledge, 
receiving two associate degrees from Roosevelt Junior College and Palm 
Beach (Junior) State College. She later earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Florida Atlantic University in 1991. In addition to her nursing training, 

she has been interested in ministerial services, having been raised in a 
religious family. Her grandfather established 13 different churches across 
the east coast of Florida, two of which have been designated as historical 
landmarks. Today, her generational downline reveals that there are 14 active 
churches within the United States, continuing the legacy of church ministry 
established by her grandfather. While keeping her family’s legacy in mind, 
Dr. Head received a two-year ministry certificate in 1993 from Rhema Bible 
(School) College, followed by a doctorate in religious education from the 
Evangelical Bible College and Seminary in 1995.

Dividing her time between nursing and the ministry, Dr. Head is a 
Registered Nurse, licensed in the State of Florida. For the first three-and-a-
half years of her fruitful 30-year nursing career, she excelled as a nurse in 
the medical, surgical, maternity and cardiac areas at Bethesda Memorial 
Hospital in Boynton Beach, Florida. Thereafter, she served the Delray Beach 
Health Department as a school nurse, school nurse supervisor, clinical 
nurse and hospital coordinator, concluding her service in Delray Beach 
as school nurse supervisor for South Palm Beach County. Dr. Head retired 
from the Lantana Health Department in 2007, after serving as Overseas 
Immunization Clinician. 

Currently, Dr. Head dedicates her time to the ministry of her local church, 
where she serves as assistant pastor. She is writing a series of books, titled 
“The Salvation Love Series,” which is pending publication. Attributing her 
success to her love for humanity, she intends to build a museum, which 
will focus on the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. She 
would also like to build a historical community center that will showcase 
the history of the cities of Delray Beach, Boynton Beach and surrounding 
areas of Palm Beach County.

Millennium 
Magazine
Featured Listee

DR. LILLIE QUINCE  
CLARK HEAD

REGISTERED NURSE (RETIRED)

Lantana Health Department
Lantana, FL



170 Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

D
esiring to serve others from a young age, Dr. Keia V. R. Hewitt 
always wanted to ensure that every individual has equitable 
access to health care, regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, 
religion or sexual orientation. Since 2020, she has excelled as 
the director of emergency services and chief of emergency 

medicine at the Medical University of South Carolina in Lancaster. In her 
dual roles, she is responsible for implementing medical guidelines, as well 
as managing operations for the emergency departments in the Lancaster 
Division. Alongside these positions, Dr. Hewitt is passionate about patient 
safety within the emergency services departments.

Prior to her current appointments, Dr. Hewitt was a consulting traveling 
physician in North Carolina from 2018 to 2020 and served as director and 
chief of emergency services at Atrium Health Stanly in Albemarle, North 
Carolina, from 2015 to 2018. Additionally, she served as a staff physician 
and quality director at Atrium Health in Huntersville, North Carolina, 
between 2006 and 2015. Outside of her primary endeavors, Dr. Hewitt 
has further lent her expertise as a locum tenens physician for the Navajo 
Nation in Arizona and flourished as a prior adjunct professor in Wingate 
University’s Physician Assistant Program.

Dr. Hewitt draws upon a BS from Xavier University of Louisiana in 1995, an 
MD from the University of Illinois College of Medicine in 2001, and an MBA 
and MPH from Benedict University in 2016. Board certified in emergency 
medicine, she was elected a fellow of the American College of Emergency 
Physicians. Civically engaged as well, Dr. Hewitt is involved in various 
organizations that promote equity in the arts and entertainment industry.

As a testament to her success, Dr. Hewitt received the Distance and 
Impact Award from the Diversity, Inclusion and Health Equity Section of 
the American College of Emergency Physicians in 2020. She attributes her 
immense success to the encouragement of her parents, as they emphasized 
the importance of higher education, working diligently and serving others. 
Looking forward, Dr. Hewitt intends to continue advocating for patients by 
promoting a more diverse medical workforce.
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enter the medical field. Alongside this influence, 
she was inspired to enter health care due to 
the premier care she received when she was 
diagnosed with tetanus when she was 17 years 
old. Migrating to Canada, Dr. Jattan-Cunningham 
received a BS in biochemistry, with a minor 
in pharmacology, from Concordia University 
in 1977. Subsequently, she returned to the 
Caribbean and enrolled in the University of the 
West Indies, earning a MBBS in 1982. Thereafter, 
she completed an internship at the Port of Spain 
General Hospital in Trinidad in 1982.

For a brief period of time, Dr. Jattan-
Cunningham lived in the United Kingdom, and 
she received a diploma in dermatology from 
the University of London in 1987. However, her 
heart was set on caring for children; following 
her receipt of her degrees, she relocated to 
the United States and completed a residency 
in pediatrics at the Carolinas Medical Center 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, from 1993 to 
1995. Since completing her residency training, 
Dr. Jattan-Cunningham has excelled as a 
pediatrician and partner of Conyers Pediatrics 
in Georgia.

Notably, Dr. Jattan-Cunningham is recognized 
as a fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
and was named a Stellar Physician by Rockdale 
Medical Center in 2002. Additionally, she has 
earned a myriad of Readers Choice Awards since 
the inception of her career. Although she has 
experienced many highlights, she is especially 
proud and humbled by her ability to connect 
with her patients and their families. To wit, she 
has aided these families in understanding the 
complexities of medicine in a simple format, 
as well as taught healthy habits to patients and 
expressed love and compassion. Looking toward 
the future, Dr. Jattan-Cunningham intends to 
delve deeper into her theology studies.

A 
native of Trinidad, West Indies, Dr. 
Lynette S. Jattan-Cunningham was the 
second oldest of nine children and 
always tended to her siblings while her 
parents worked. Her natural affinity for 

nurturing others and caring for children formed 
the foundation of her career, and she desired to 

LYNETTE S.  
JATTAN-CUNNINGHAM, 
BS, MD, DIPLOMA IN 
DERMATOLOGY, FAAP

PEDIATRICIAN, PARTNER

Conyers Pediatrics
Conyers, GA
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S
ince 1989, Claudyne Bramley Jefferson has excelled as the 
owner and clinician with The Help Connection in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Offering professional counseling services, 
consultations and interventions, The Help Connection first 
began when Ms. Jefferson departed from her previous job 

due to illness. After receiving health care treatment, she was inspired 
to establish The Help Connection to be of service to others. Notably, a 
portion of The Help Connection’s fees are donated to benevolence 
activities. Drawing upon more than 30 years of experience, Ms. Jefferson  
is recognized as a Nashville pioneer in the field of counseling, having  
provided interventions and trauma and co-dependency services.

Ms. Jefferson holds a BA and an MA in sociology, both from Fisk 
University, and was one of the first professionals in the State of Tennessee 
to be licensed as an alcohol and drug abuse counselor. During her career, 
she developed the Pilot Project for Student Assistance Services, which was 
subsequently implemented in all metropolitan high schools. Alongside her 
primary efforts, Ms. Jefferson is an independent contractor for employee 
assistance, behavioral health and military services, as well as a collaborator 
with a private family medical center, where she provides individualized 
intensive outpatient services.

The author of three books, including one workbook based upon her 
philosophy of care, Ms. Jefferson previously served as an adjunct faculty 
member at Fisk University between 1991 and 1997. In light of her success 
in her industry, she has received a myriad of accolades, including the 
2004 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Middle Tennessee Association 
of Alcoholism and Drug Addiction Counselors. Earlier in her career, she 
received the 1985 Outstanding Community Server Award and the 1993 John 
Molloy Outstanding Service Award, both from the Alcohol and Drug Council.

Ms. Jefferson attributes her success to her faith in God, as well as other 
spiritual components which make up her practice. Looking toward the 
future, she intends to still practice counseling and mental health care, as 
well as help patients overcome addiction.
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he completed a residency in internal medicine 
at Sheba Medical Center, fellowship in clinical 
polysomnography at the University of Haifa 
and residency in neurology at Tel Aviv Medical 
Center by 1985, at which point he returned to 
the Israeli Navy as chief consulting neurologist. 
After many other medical roles in Israel, Dr. Katz 
immigrated to the United States and finished a 
fellowship in clinical neurophysiology at the 
Cleveland Clinic and in clinical epilepsy at the 
Yale School of Medicine.

During his tenure with Yale University, Dr. Katz 
served as an associate research scientist and 
resident in clinical epilepsy, as well as attending 
neurologist at Yale New Haven Hospital, between 
1989 and 1993. Throughout his career, he was 
also a consulting neurologist for the Whiting 
Forensic Institute and Yale Psychiatric Institute 
while also joining the Yale School of Medicine as 
an assistant clinical professor. Serving in that role 
until 2013, he concurrently excelled in executive 
roles with a number of medical companies. 
Since 1995, Dr. Katz has been the president of 
MedAhead, Inc., in Orange Connecticut, having 
also served as medical director of Telemedicine 
Consultants America and partner of Neurology 
Associates. Additionally, he is the owner and 
inventor of FlowKeepers, DK Electronics LLC.

Notably, Dr. Katz was the youngest chief of 
neurology at Central Emek Hospital in Afula, 
Israel, and is recognized across the globe as a 
preeminent neurologist. For his success and 
dedication, he was named among Top Doctors 
in the New York Metro Area by Castle Connolly 
from 2002 to 2013, received several Most 
Compassionate Doctor and Patients’ Choice 
Awards, was recognized among America’s Top 
Physicians by the Consumer’s Research Council 
of America, and received the Special Mayor and 
Chief of Police Lifesaving Award from Milford, 
Connecticut, in 1998.

G
rowing up in a small village in Israel, Dr. 
Amiram Katz desired to enter the field 
of medicine. Receiving an MD from 
the Sackler School of Medicine at Tel 
Aviv University in 1976, he went on to 

serve in the Israeli Navy, where he was a diving 
medical officer and served in the pulmonary 
unit at Meir General Hospital. Subsequently, 

AMIRAM KATZ, MD, 
DABPN

NEUROLOGIST, PRESIDENT

MedAhead, Inc.
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A
lways exhibiting a curious attitude in pursuit of an exciting and 
fulfilling career, Dr. A. Bernhard Kliefoth felt that medicine was 
fascinating as advancements and innovations were prolific. He 
attended Princeton University, graduating in 1965 with a BA in 
chemistry. From there, he earned an MD from the University of 

Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in 1970 and completed his internship 
in straight medicine at Naval Hospital Oakland in 1971. Finishing his 
medical training in 1973 as a resident in general surgery, Dr. Kliefoth first 
served Washington University in St. Louis in myriad capacities, including 
as a neurosurgery teacher, chief resident, instructor in neurosurgery, 
and research fellow in the Department of Radiology within the Edward 
Mallinckrodt Institute of Radiology.

Departing from the acclaimed university in 1978, Dr. Kliefoth 
subsequently joined Naval Hospital Oakland, where he was an assistant 
chief of neurosurgery for three years. Following this tenure, he opened 
his own private practice, where he has been excelling as a neurosurgery 
specialist since 1981. Adjacent to this appointment, Dr. Kliefoth has also 
thrived as a staff member at Physicians Regional Medical Center with 
Tennova Healthcare and the University of Tennessee Medical Center. 
Earlier, he was chairman of the Department of Surgery and the Institutional 
Review Board at St. Mary’s University.

Alongside his medical appointments, Dr. Kliefoth is revered as an 
accomplished United States Navy veteran. Commissioned as an ensign 
in 1969, he advanced through the ranks to captain until 1981. During this 
time, he served as a radiation officer and medical officer aboard the USS 
Bainbridge. He ultimately retired from the military in 2002.

For his achievements in neurosurgery, Dr. Kliefoth was the recipient of 
the 2003 Distinguished Southern Neurosurgeon Award from the Southern 
Neurosurgical Society. He is a noted fellow of the American Association of 
Neurological Surgeons, the American College of Surgeons and the Stroke 
Council of the American Heart Association.
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lives from a medical perspective. Omaha 
Health Therapy Center leverages a holistic, 
integrative approach to medicine to treat their 
patients while blending both conventional and 
alternative methods of treatment to combat 
against disease. Her practice offers many IV 
therapies such as nutritional, chelation, immune 
boosting, Mega Myers, amino acids, glutathione 
and other specialized protocols. She also offers 
Prolozone and platelet-rich plasma treatments 
for pain, hair growth and facials.

Ms. Kracht is certified in chelation therapy 
by the American College for Advancement in 
Medicine, and is also certified in intravenous 
nutrition therapy, IV ozone therapy and 
advanced Prolozone injections by the American 
Academy of Ozonotherapy and American 
Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine. For more 
information or to schedule an appointment, visit 
https://www.chelationomaha.com.

Ms. Kracht completed a Master of Science 
in Nursing, specializing in family practice, at 
Creighton University, where she graduated in 2011. 
Most of her nursing career has been working in 
various emergency rooms and urgent care. She 
attributes her success to her passion for helping 
others and word-of-mouth referrals from patients 
in light of their satisfaction with her treatments. 
She also attributes her success to God, who 
“always puts her in the right place at the right 
time.” She has been able to help others through the 
COVID-19 pandemic by helping her patients boost 
their immune systems through her therapies.

Looking forward, Ms. Kracht intends to delve 
deeper into her research and find more effective 
treatment methods for her cancer patients. She 
would also like to expand her practice to a larger 
environment to accommodate more patients. 
Ideally, she would like to incorporate massage 
therapy, physical therapy, nutritional counseling 
and chiropractic care all under one roof.

S
arah A. Kracht, APRN, BC-FNP, currently 
excels as a nurse practitioner and owner 
of Omaha Health Therapy Center. After 
years of witnessing family and friends 
receive horrible medical diagnoses 

with limited treatment or failing treatment with 
conventional treatment modalities, Ms. Kracht 
sought to make a difference in other individuals’ 

SARAH A. KRACHT, 
APRN, BC-FNP

NURSE PRACTITIONER, OWNER
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Omaha, NE

https://www.chelationomaha.com/


176 Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

blinking and rapid blinking suppresses breathing. 
He was asked to present this paper and as a 
keynote speaker at a Japanese conference.

While Dr. Leitman was serving as chairman 
of the East Brunswick Township Environmental 
Committee, the mayor and town council passed 
a resolution commending him for preventing 
housing on wetlands, monitoring toxic waste, 
and playing a role in preventing the building of 
a toxic waste incinerator in Edison, New Jersey, 
and the garbage incinerator in East Brunswick. 
He was rated the Number One Ophthalmologist 
in New Jersey by four independent organizations. 
He served as captain in the U.S. Army Mobile 
Surgical Hospital.

Every year, credentialing authorities from 
hospitals and insurance companies ask if Dr. 
Leitman had any malpractice suits or negligence 
charges. After 50 years of surgical practice and 
seeing over 200,000 patients, he is fortunate to 
check off the “none” box.

D
r. Mark W. Leitman is an ophthalmol-
ogist who has been practicing in East 
Brunswick, New Jersey, for over 46 
years. He graduated from Polytechnic 
Institute in Brooklyn with an NSF re-

search grant, was captain of the varsity wrestling  
team for two years and received the highest  
service award. He attended New York Medical  
College, where he was elected to AOA.

Dr. Leitman completed ophthalmic training 
at Albert Einstein Medical School, where he 
was chief resident and is now clinical assistant 
professor. He received a grant from the National 
Eye Institute, which resulted in the world’s first 
24 hourly measurement of eye pressure, showing 
its lowest at 3:00 AM in all patients. He began the 
first edition of “Manual for Eye Examination and 
Diagnosis” while in medical school. It has become 
the leading introductory book for ophthalmology 
and translated into nine languages. He donated 
the book to 117,000 medical students. The 11th 
edition will be published in 2023.

In 2017, Campbell University Medical School 
awarded Dr. Leitman the Outstanding Ophthalmic 
Educator award. His research demonstrated five 
new eye reflexes and the discovery that there is 
feedback, whereby a deep breath-in suppresses 

MARK W. LEITMAN, 
MD, FACS
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East Brunswick, NJ
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Hill, he remained with the university, where he 
subsequently completed an internship, residency 
in general surgery and residency in obstetrics 
and gynecology. Between his internship and 
general surgery training, Dr. Lohr served as a 
flight surgeon in the Second Marine Air Wing with 
the U.S. Marines in Cherry Point, North Carolina, 
during the Vietnam War.

Dr. Lohr was honorably discharged from 
the Marines and, after his OB/GYN residency, 
he began serving as an obstetrician and 
gynecologist at Lexington Memorial Hospital, 
Lexington Medical Center and the Women’s 
Center of Lexington, which he established in 
1970. Drawing upon 50 years of experience in 
medicine, he retired in 2020. During his tenure as 
a women’s health specialist, Dr. Lohr also served 
as a residency program instructor at Lexington 
Medical Center between 2008 and 2020 and 
notably delivered more than 10,000 babies.

Recognized as a fellow of the American College 
of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Dr. Lohr is 
also a member of the Davidson County Medical 
Society, the Southern Medical Association, the 
Robert A. Ross OB/GYN Society and the Nathan A. 
Womack Surgical Society. He has earned a myriad 
of accolades from Lexington Memorial Hospital 
for his unparalleled services, as well as several 
Best Resident Teacher Awards. Furthermore, 
he was profiled in The Awards Magazine and, in 
October 2021, he was appointed to the Order of 
the Long Leaf Pine, the most prestigious civilian 
award in North Carolina. He cites a crowning 
achievement of his career to be his work on 
female urinary incontinence, which has changed 
the lives of countless women under his care.

Although retired, Dr. Lohr intends to continue 
investing in the field of obstetrics and gynecology 
in light of his love and passion for the field. He 
would also like to continue mentoring the next 
generation of medical residents.

H
ailing from a family of allied health 
professionals, Dr. Lloyd D. Lohr 
chose to enter the field of obstetrics-
gynecology in light of its amalgamation 
of several health care specialties, such 

as medicine, surgery, psychiatry, and short- and 
long-term health management. Completing an 
MD at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 

LLOYD D. LOHR, 
MD, FACOG

OBSTETRICIAN, GYNECOLOGIST (RETIRED)
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K
im Maney was inspired to pursue the field of alternative wellness 
and medicine after experiencing health issues of her own and, 
for more than 27 years, has excelled as an alternative wellness 
and anti-aging practitioner with Aristocat’s Studio in Northern 
Arizona. In her role, Ms. Maney provides services such as plasma 

fibro-blasting, Hyapen needle-less dermal fillers, hand method permanent 
makeup applications, LED light therapy, microcurrent facial tightening, 
hair loss restoration and health coaching. She desired to help others who 
experienced the same health problems as she did and has since received 
national and international acclaim for her work.

Earlier in her career, Ms. Maney was a professional musician and guitarist, 
and gained considerable expertise in business management, as well as a 
professional photographer, model, movie makeup artist and writer. She 
also served as the owner of a construction company for a period of time. 
To prepare for her career, she pursued a formal education at Northern 
Arizona University, where she completed coursework in music, history 
and literature. In the present day, she is pursuing a PhD in quantum-based 
integrative medicine to complement her expertise in esthetic applications.

To remain abreast of developments in her areas of interest, Ms. Maney 
maintains involvement with several associations, such as the American 
Society of Media Photographers, the Allied Health Association, Permanent 
Makeup Society International, the Arizona Burn Foundation, BMI Music 
and the American Holistic Health Association, among others. Looking 
toward the future, she intends to continue excelling in her career in health 
and wellness, as well as continue practicing music as a professional singer. 
Notably, she is to be featured on a forthcoming album as a writer and singer 
alongside Grammy Award-winning musicians.

Alongside obtaining her future PhD, Ms. Maney also would like to expand 
her practice in alternative medicine. She considers a highlight of her career 
to be advancing to the zenith of her industry, leveraging her experiences to 
tackle obstacles in her path and succeeding victoriously.
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A
s an undergraduate student, Paul M. Mann graduated with honors 
from the University of Western Ontario with a Bachelor of Arts in 
economics in 1970. Encouraged by his peers to pursue a doctorate 
degree, as well as continue his athleticism, he was introduced 
to the idea of law by the varsity coach. As time progressed, Mr. 

Mann developed a strong interest in becoming a lawyer and, subsequently, 
received an LLB from the University of Windsor in 1974. While studying 
toward his law degree, he audited the University of Michigan Medical 
School, thereby prompting his interest in medical malpractice law.

At the inception of his career, Mr. Mann served as a lawyer for Glithero, 
Spearn & Mann from 1978 to 1981. Since 1981, he has excelled as a trial 
lawyer and the president of the Paul Mann Professional Corporation 
in Cambridge, Ontario, Canada, where he excels in trial law, litigation 
and medical malpractice. Although his career has been suffused with 
highlights, he is especially proud of serving as senior counsel for a myriad 
of firms and practicing medical malpractice for plaintiffs for more than 40 
years. Notably, Mr. Mann has had clients across Canada from Nova Scotia 
to Alberta, Princeton and Ontario.

A member of the Ontario Trial Lawyers Association, International Bar 
Association, Law Society of Upper Canada and Canada Bar Association, 
among other organizations, Mr. Mann has received numerous accolades 
over the course of his extensive career. Named Lawyer of the Year by the 
Ontario Trial Lawyers Association, he was honored for litigating in the first 
trial in Canada regarding autism. Additionally, the Canada Bar Association 
named him one of the Top 10 Litigators as Peer-Reviewed in Canada in 2010.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Mann intends to experience the continued 
growth and success of his career. Married with one daughter, he enjoys 
reading and spending time in his cottage.

PAUL M. MANN
TRIAL LAWYER, PRESIDENT

Paul Mann Professional Corporation
Cambridge, Ontario, Canada
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I
nspired by his father, who was the first Black neurosurgeon trained 
within the United States, Dr. Thomas Lewis Matthew desired to 
emulate his father’s compassion and work ethic. Seeking to delve into 
medicine, he earned an MD from the Columbia University Vagelos 
College of Physicians and Surgeons in 1985 and served as resident 

and chief resident in thoracic cardiovascular surgery at the University of 
Virginia by 1994. Subsequently, he became certified in surgery through the 
American Board of Surgery in 1993 and in thoracic and cardiac surgery 
through the American Board of Thoracic Surgery in 1995.

After spending two decades in various hospitals and cardiac centers, 
including Boulder Community Hospital and the Medical Center of the 
Rockies in Colorado, the Audubon Hospital in Louisville, Kentucky, and 
Louisville Heart Surgery, Dr. Matthew notably served as the founder of 
Boulder Valley Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery. Since 2017, he has 
thrived as the director of the Johns Hopkins Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Program at Suburban Hospital in Washington, D.C., where he rebuilt 
the program after the departure of its past director. Through his efforts, 
Suburban Hospital has grown to become among the most significant 
providers of cardiothoracic surgery in the region. Alongside his 
primary appointments, he was a board member of the Jewish Hospital 
Cardiovascular Institute and the American Heart Association of Louisville, 
as well as vice president of the Falls City Medical Society.

In 2015, Dr. Matthew authored “Ethical Precepts for Medical Volunteerism: 
Including Local Voices and Values to Guide RHD Surgery in Rwanda,” 
following an appointment as a volunteer and open heart surgeon at King 
Faisal Hospital in Rwanda from 2013 to 2015. Likewise, he volunteered 
on medical missions in Mexico and Honduras. Dr. Matthew has further 
been recognized as a fellow of the American College of Surgeons and the 
American College of Cardiology.

Dr. Matthew has received several accolades. The recipient of the 
Multicultural Award from Boulder, Colorado, he has been named a Regional 
Top Doctor and among America’s Top Doctors by Castle Connolly.

THOMAS LEWIS  
MATTHEW, MD

DIRECTOR, JOHNS HOPKINS CARDIOTHORACIC SURGERY PROGRAM

Suburban Hospital
Washington, DC
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D
r. Chetna Mital desired to take care of others since she was 
a young child. Inspired largely by her father, who was also a 
physician, she witnessed how fulfilling the profession was and, 
therefore, sought to delve into the industry herself. Receiving 
an MD from Sarojini Naidu Medical College in India in 1981, she 

completed her residency in medicine at Wright State University in 1987 
before immersing herself into her professional career. Dr. Mital is certified 
in internal medicine through the American Board of Internal Medicine and 
holds medical licenses in the State of Ohio.

For more than 35 years, Dr. Mital has excelled as an internist with Chetna 
Mital, MD, LLC. With two locations in Hamilton, Ohio, Chetna Mital, MD, 
LLC, endeavors to provide premier care to adults for a variety of diseases, 
including those of the cardiovascular, respiratory, kidney, urinary tract 
and endocrine systems. Additionally, Dr. Mital encourages her patients to 
not only seek medical care for acute problems, but also complete routine 
physical examinations for the early diagnosis and treatment of potential 
health problems. Furthermore, she provides medication management for 
her patients.

Dr. Mital and her team of providers at Chetna Mital, MD, LLC, provide care 
at and are affiliated with area hospitals, such as Fort Hamilton Hospital, and 
work at multiple area long term facilities and rehab units. Likewise, she 
and her providers accommodate continuity of care from the office setting 
to both inpatient and long-term care. For more information, please visit 
https://www.chetnamitalmdllc.com.

Outside of her primary endeavors, Dr. Mital has sat on the board of 
the Community Foundation of West Chester, Ohio, and is active with the 
Boys and Girls Club of America. She attributes much of her success to the 
support and encouragement of her family. As a testament to her success, 
she received several NCQA Diabetes Recognitions between 2012 and 2015, 
and she is renowned regionally, nationally and internationally for her efforts.

CHETNA MITAL, MD
INTERNIST

Chetna Mital, MD, LLC
Hamilton, OH

https://www.chetnamitalmdllc.com/
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D
iversified in three industries – information technology, counseling 
and business management – Neil Monette, NCC, has excelled 
as an information technology director for Optech since the 
inception of his career in 2007. Congruent to this appointment, he 
has also served as a psychotherapist with Thrive Life Counseling 

since 2020, as well as the owner of a retro gaming business, GameStation 
Arcades. Drawing upon his own hobbies and expertise in video games 
and computer systems, Mr. Monette cites a highlight of his career to be 
founding a thriving business surrounded by his passions.

Prior to founding Thrive Life Counseling in 2020, Mr. Monette served as 
a clinical mental health counselor and a child and adolescent therapist at 
the Life Counseling Center. He was also a supervisor of adoption services 
at AAA Partners for Adoption, as well as a child and adolescent therapist at 
the Children’s Center for Hope and Healing. Throughout the course of his 
career, Mr. Monette feels very honored to be helping clients, particularly 
children, navigate their feelings and establish healthy coping mechanisms 
following instances of trauma.

To prepare for his career, Mr. Monette pursued a formal education at the 
University of Georgia, where he earned a Bachelor of Science in psychology. 
From there, he received a Master of Science in mental health counseling 
at Capella University. He is currently studying toward a doctorate degree 
in counselor education and supervision. Additionally, Mr. Monette holds 
a certification in executive management and business administration 
from the Harvard Business School and is certified as a telemental health 
provider, professional counselor, cognitive behavioral therapist and 
national certified counselor.

Looking forward, Mr. Monette would like to experience the continued 
growth and success of his career. He has maintained affiliation with the 
American Counseling Association, American Psychological Association, 
Association for Counselor Education and Supervision, American 
Association of Christian Counselors and the Chi Sigma Iota Honor Society.
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D
rawing upon over 50 years of experience in medicine and 
academia, Dr. James Jackson Nora has been recognized as 
a professor emeritus at the University of Colorado School of 
Medicine since 1993. Previously serving the university as a 
physician, writer and professor of genetics, preventive medicine 

and pediatrics beginning in 1971, he commenced his career at the Baylor 
College of Medicine in Houston, where he served as an associate professor 
of pediatrics between 1965 and 1971. During his tenure at the University of 
Colorado, he excelled in their School of Medicine as director of pediatric 
cardiology and cardiovascular training from 1971 to 1978.

Dr. Nora holds a BA from Harvard University, MD from Yale University and 
MPH from the University of California Berkeley. He completed his medical 
training in 1965 after serving as an intern at the DMC Detroit Receiving 
Hospital, resident in pediatrics and fellow in cardiology at the University 
of Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics, and fellow in genetics at the Montreal 
Children’s Hospital in Canada. Notably, Dr. Nora is a diplomate of the 
American Board of Pediatrics, American Board of Medical Genetics and 
American College of Cardiology.

Outside of his primary endeavors, Dr. Nora was a consultant for the World 
Health Organization in Geneva between 1983 and 2010, as well as a member 
of the U.S.-USSR Health Exchange Program in Cardiovascular Diseases in 
Moscow and Leningrad, Russia, in 1975. Likewise, he is a prolific writer, 
having authored and co-authored more than 20 books between 1980 and 
2014. Most recently, he penned “Fire and Flood” and “Beyond Sixty-Third 
Street” in 2014, as well as “Searching” in 2013, “Later” in 2011, “Homeless” 
in 2010, “War Crimes” in 2009 and “By a Truthful Storyteller” in 2009, whose 
second edition debuted in 2012.

A fellow of the American College of Cardiology and American College 
of Medical Genetics and Genomics, Dr. Nora is also an active member of 
Poets & Writers, Inc., the Academy of American Poets, Mystery Writers of 
America, the League of American Writers and the Authors Guild.

JAMES JACKSON NORA, MD
PHYSICIAN, WRITER, PROFESSOR EMERITUS

University of Colorado School of Medicine
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served as a faculty instructor at the University of 
Phoenix between 2004 and 2011.

Certified in pain management through the 
American Society of Health-systems Pharmacists 
and in advanced cardiac life support and basic life 
support, Dr. Okabe-Yamamura has authored or co-
authored articles, books and manuals, including 
the 10th through 12th editions of “Introduction 
to Drug Action: Pharmacy Technician Manual” 
between 2006 and 2012. Named a fellow of the 
California Society of Health-systems Pharmacists, 
she has been a foundation board member of the 
organization since 2017. Since 2021, Dr. Okabe-
Yamamura has also served as chair-elect of their 
membership committee.

Most recently named Pharmacist of the Year 
by Sacramento Valley chapter of the California 
Society of Health-systems Pharmacists in 2017, 
Dr. Okabe-Yamamura was also honored by the 
Mercy San Juan Medical Center and Sigma 
Theta Tau.

D
uring her high school years, Dr. Tracey 
Okabe-Yamamura enjoyed watching 
the pharmacists as they worked at 
a local pharmacy. Intrigued by the 
profession, she conducted research 

and discovered that clinical pharmacy was an 
emerging field at that time. In 1984, she earned 
a PharmD from the School of Pharmacy at the 
University of California San Francisco and, 
subsequently, completed a residency in clinical 
pharmacy at the University of California Irvine 
Medical Center in 1985. From there, Dr. Okabe-
Yamamura joined the Pacific Hospital of Long 
Beach, where she served as a clinical pharmacist 
and clinical coordinator until 1999.

Concurrently, Dr. Okabe-Yamamura joined 
Mercy San Juan Hospital in 1989, where she was 
a clinical coordinator from 1989 to 1993 and a 
pharmacy supervisor from 1993 to 1995. Since 
1995, she has excelled as a clinical pharmacy 
manager and specialist at Dignity Health-Mercy 
San Juan Medical Center while congruently 
serving as a residency program director at 
Dignity Health Sacramento since 2016. During 
her tenure with both institutions, she also 

TRACEY OKABE-
YAMAMURA, 

PHARMD
CLINICAL PHARMACY MANAGER
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the University of Massachusetts-Amherst, from 
which she graduated with a BS in psychology, 
with minors in English and biology. She then 
earned an MA and a PsyD in clinical psychology 
from Alliant International University in 2010 and 
2012, respectively. The following year, she was 
a postdoctoral resident at American Addiction 
Centers, where she worked with adults with 
addiction and mental illness.

At the inception of her career in 2013, Dr. Osei 
was an adjunct professor at Indian River State 
College, followed by appointments as adjunct 
faculty at Southern Polytechnic State University 
and Kennesaw State University between 2015 
and 2016. She was then a faculty member at 
Georgia State University before departing from 
academia in 2019. Concurrently, Dr. Osei became 
chief executive officer of Concierge Psychology, 
P.C., in Atlanta in 2014, where she also served 
as a clinical psychologist. Since that time, Dr. 
Osei has grown Concierge Psychology into a bi-
coastal and inter-state practice, with offices in 
Atlanta and Los Angeles, and offering telehealth 
services across the nation. 

Dr. Osei’s practice took a novel approach to 
clinical psychology, as she provided concierge 
mental health services. She became a registered 
health service psychologist through the National 
Register of Health Service Psychologists in 
2015 and a board-certified specialist in clinical 
psychology through the American Board of 
Professional Psychology in 2019. She maintains 
affiliation with the American, California and 
Georgia Psychological Associations. She has 
also shared her knowledge as a speaker and has 
been featured in documentaries and on local 
news networks. 

Dr. Osei was named among the Three Best 
Psychologists in Atlanta for five consecutive 
years and has earned herself and her practice 
innumerable awards and recognitions.

E
ven as a youth, Dr. Rebecca Johnson Osei 
was always an individual that others 
turned to for support. She developed 
an early interest in medicine, seeking to 
understand how the human body, and 

later the human mind, worked. In high school, she 
completed an introductory psychology course, 
prompting her interest in social psychology and 
eventually lead her to major in psychology at 

REBECCA JOHNSON 
OSEI, PSYD, ABPP

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Concierge Psychology, P.C.
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D
esiring to put himself through college to obtain a medical 
degree, Dr. Daniel E. Parks received a BA in biology from Suffolk 
University in 1986 while also completing the ROTC program. 
Receiving an MD from the University of the Health Sciences in 
1992, he subsequently completed a residency in family medicine 

at the Womack Army Medical Center at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, in 
1995. During his time in the United States Army, Dr. Parks discovered his 
calling: taking care of soldiers and their families. He became director of 
the Family Medicine Residency Clinic in 1998, serving until 2001 when 
he became deputy director of the White House Medical Unit, where he 
served for eight years.

Following his role at the White House, Dr. Parks became a battalion 
surgeon with the Army from 2009 to 2010, as well as a senior flight surgeon 
at The Pentagon from 2009 to 2013. Retiring from the Army at the rank of 
colonel, he thereafter served as a regional medical director for PartnerMD 
from 2013 to 2014. For the following two years, he was a physician in private 
practice and, subsequently, the chief medical officer of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation from 2016 to 2017. Since 2017, Dr. Parks has excelled as the 
medical director of urgent care at Augusta Health.

Emphasizing that his most notable achievement was completing medical 
school, as it opened doors for him to aid individuals with health problems, 
Dr. Parks is a member of the American Academy of Family Medicine. He 
has been certified in life support, cardiac life support, pediatric advanced 
life support and acupuncture. For his efforts, he was recognized with Best 
Bedside Manner in 2019. Additionally, in light of his military service, he 
has received a myriad of military decorations, including a Senior Flight 
Surgeon Badge, an Iraq Campaign Medal, three Meritorious Service Medals, 
a Defense Superior Service Medal and a Legion of Merit.

Looking toward the future, Dr. Parks intends to experience the continued 
growth and success of his career.
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College in 1961 and completing a fellowship 
through the College of Optometrists, Dr. Peters 
became a licensed optometrist in London and in 
Washington, D.C.

Over the course of his longstanding career, 
which spanned over the course of more than 
four decades, Dr. Peters worked for the Optimax 
Clinic and Dolland & Aitchison Ltd. In the United 
Kingdom, as well as for Trevor Woodhams in 
Atlanta, Georgia, where he set his attention on 
refractive surgery. Notably, he obtained a U.S. 
green card as a result of his innovative work 
in refractive surgery, which led to his roles in 
Atlanta. Additionally, Dr. Peters owned three 
private optometry practices and was a public 
speaker for the “Psychology of Hypnotism.” He 
has also served as a reviewer to Optometry, 
Optician and Optometry Today, among many 
other medical journals and publications. 
Furthermore, he has maintained affiliation with 
the American Optometric Association.

Subsequent to retiring from the field of optome-
try, Dr. Peters pursued his passion for the written 
word, having boasted interest in futuristic and 
political stories. Publishing his first book “Down-
load: An Alternative Story of Noah & His Ark” in 
2007, he is presently in the process of writing its 
sequel, “Upload,” which discusses the alternate 
story of the future. Likewise, Dr. Peters has writ-
ten many works for Writer’s Digest. Looking for-
ward, he intends to become a well-established 
author within the genre of political commentary.

Dr. Peters was elected the Conservative 
Borough Counselor to Barnet Borough in North 
London in 1978 and is a former secretary to 
the Knightsbridge Speaker’s Club in London. 
Although his career has been suffused with 
highlights, he is especially proud of helping a 
partially blind woman regain her sight, resulting 
in her no longer needing a walking stick or 
seeing-eye dog.

D
r. Howard J. Peters was inspired to 
pursue the field of optometry by his 
late uncle, who notably excelled as a 
pioneering figure in the world of visual 
services in the late 1940s through 

his work in mass producing the first series 
of contact lenses to the public in the United 
Kingdom. Receiving an OD from Northampton 

HOWARD J. 
PETERS, OD
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Nursing. At the inception of her career, Ms. Pond 
pursued a formal education at the University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville, where she received a 
BSN, with minors in Spanish and child and family 
studies, in 2013. She subsequently completed 
a residency in the telemetry and stroke unit at 
Dekalb Medical (now known as Emory Decatur 
Hospital) in 2014. From there, she served as a 
registered nurse at Dekalb Medical Center for 
one year and was a skin cancer specialist at Skin 
Care Specialists, P.C., from 2014 to 2019. Certified 
in a myriad of areas, she has most recently 
been certified as a BLS instructor through the 
American Heart Association and American 
Stroke Association.

Outside of work, Ms. Pond volunteers as a 
campus hostess and tour guide for VolCorps and 
is a past volunteer for The Brookhaven Bolt Run 
and the Atlanta Food Bank. Furthermore, she 
was a governing board member of the Barbour 
Orthopaedics Surgery Center.

S
ince 2018, Emily Lupoli Pond has 
excelled as a nurse administrator and 
surgery center director at Barbour 
Orthopaedics Surgery Center in 
Atlanta. During her outstanding tenure 

with the surgery center, she organized the 
establishment of all policies and procedures, as 
well as heads continuing education activities. 
Additionally, she is acclaimed for launching 
an orthopedic outpatient surgical center that 
has been accredited by the Accreditation 
Association for Ambulatory Healthcare. She has 
also standardized an infection control program 
and officiated methods by which to track and 
analyze data to improve patient outcomes, 
managed credential operations for more than 
30 individuals, cultivated the hiring process and 
overseen all new employee training activities, and 
generated an inventory management program  
for surgical supplies, implants and tissue.

Alongside these positions, Ms. Pond has been 
a nurse manager and joint commission liaison 
for the Skin Cancer Specialists Surgery Center 
in Marietta, Georgia, since 2014 and is a former 
visiting professor at the Chamberlin College of 

EMILY LUPOLI 
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cum laude with an MD from the University of 
Honduras School of Medicine in his native 
country of Honduras. After spending several 
years practicing medicine in Honduras, Dr. 
Raudales traveled to the United States, situating 
himself in El Paso, Texas. He served as the 
medical director of acute dialysis at the Sierra 
Medical Center from 1991 to 2001, having at this 
time also served as chief of staff at Providence 
Memorial Hospital in 1997 and Sierra Medical 
Center in 1998 and again from 2008 to 2009. 
From 2001 to 2003, he also served Sierra Medical 
Center as chairman of the department of internal 
medicine.

Other vocational endeavors to Dr. Raudales’ 
credit have included serving as a member of 
the medical review board for the End Stage 
Renal Disease Network in Dallas from 2001 to 
2007. In the present day, he currently excels as 
the medical director of transplant services at 
Las Palmas Medical Center, co-chairman of the 
Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee of the 
Sierra Providence Network and medical director 
of Central City Dialysis, where he first began in 
1993. Civically, he has served the Baptist Free 
Clinic since 2005.

Notably, Dr. Raudales is the president and 
founder of El Paso Kidney Specialists and a past 
president of the El Paso Medical Society. An elected 
fellow of the American College of Physicians and 
American Society of Hypertension, he formerly 
served in the United States Army to the rank of 
major between 1990 and 1991. Likewise, Dr. 
Raudales has demonstrated his expertise as a 
contributor to medical articles, reviewer and 
writer regarding hypertension.

Looking toward the future, Dr. Raudales 
intends to continue helping patients as a 
nephrologist. He is certified by the American 
Board of Internal Medicine.

D
rawing influence from his father and 
aunt, who were both physicians, 
Dr. Fernando Raudales became 
accustomed to seeing patients from 
a young age. As time progressed, he 

desired to follow in their footsteps and take care 
of patients as well. In 1979, he graduated summa 
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A
lthough initially desiring to become a restauranteur as a career 
path, Dr. Vithyalakshmi Selvaraj received a scholarship for 
medical school in light of her outstanding civic endeavors. 
Receiving a doctorate degree from Creighton University in 
2010 with additional psychiatric training, she first served as a 

psychiatrist at the Omaha Veteran’s Hospital in Nebraska from 2010 to 2012. 
Currently, Dr. Selvaraj serves in dual roles as a psychiatrist with the Alegent 
Creighton Health Clinic since 2012 and as a chief medical officer with the 
Omaha Insomnia and Psychiatric Services since 2013. Additionally, she 
thrived as a professor at her alma mater for a period of time.

Alongside her professional endeavors, Dr. Selvaraj is actively involved 
in her local community as a volunteer counselor for disaster survivors. 
Additionally, she has donated more than 2,000 meals to local shelters and 
assisted living facilities and has further provided free health care services 
to individuals. Through her outstanding work, she is especially proud of 
providing transcranial magnetic simulation (TMS) to patients, which was 
previously unavailable in her community. TMS is an alternative treatment 
option for patients with depression when medication has failed to alleviate 
their symptoms.

A writer as well, Dr. Selvaraj was a publisher with Lippincott Williams 
& Wilkins for the first edition of “Psychopharmacology: 501Questions to 
Help You Pass the Boards” in 2012. To remain abreast of developments in 
the field, she has maintained affiliation with the Neuroscience Education 
Institute and the American Psychiatric Association. For her success in the 
field, she was named a Top Psychiatrist.

Looking toward the future, Dr. Selvaraj intends to help more individuals 
with mental health concerns through her nonprofit organization, as well 
as help the underserved community through donating more meals. She 
notes that mental health care has greatly improved over the past 20 years. 
However, there is still much stigma surrounding mental illness, and she 
remains dedicated to eradicating that stigma through her impressive work.
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D
rawn to treating patients from a young age, Cynthia J. Shechter 
yearned to become involved in the medical field as both a 
clinician and an advocate. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
clinical sociology from Ithaca College in 1995, at which point 
she began serving Oxford Health Plans as a marketing manager. 

Remaining in that position for five years, she concurrently studied at New 
York University and earned a Master of Arts in occupational therapy in 
2002. After receiving her master’s degree, Ms. Shechter worked at the RUSK 
Institute at NYUMC and at a small midtown private practice in a myriad 
of positions between 2002 and 2013, including specialty occupational 
therapist and director of breast cancer and lymphedema rehabilitation. 
Since departing from that role, she has excelled as the owner, president 
and director of rehabilitation at ShechterCare.

Ms. Shechter is certified as a comprehensive oncology rehabilitation 
expert, a certified lymphedema therapist of the upper extremity, and 
an integrative oncology rehabilitation specialist. She is also certified in 
constraint-induced movement therapy and has received certifications from 
the Academy of Lymphatic Studies and the Norton School of Lymphatic 
Therapy. She was certified through the International Lymphedema and 
Wound Training Institute (ILWTI) in 2020.

In her practice, Ms. Shechter treats medicine from a patient-centric 
approach in which she focuses her efforts on treatment rather than the 
disorders themselves. She advises that is it of the utmost importance for 
her to listen to all her patients and hear their statements prior to receiving 
treatment to accurately manage treatment modalities.

Ms. Shechter has been an expert speaker for “Ask the Expert” of the 
Lymphatic Education & Research Network, an internationally recognized 
organization founded to fight against lymphatic diseases. She is also proud of 
her involvement with the Academy of Oncology Nurse and Patient Navigators, 
through which she will launch the very first New Jersey-based support group. 
She was named the 2015 Advocate of the Year and received the 2015 Patient 
Advocate Award from the Lymphatic Education & Research Network.

CYNTHIA J. SHECHTER
OWNER, PRESIDENT, DIRECTOR OF REHABILITATION

ShechterCare
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from 2017 to 2020. Thereafter, he served as a staff 
neurosurgeon at Brooke Army Medical Center 
from 2020 to 2021. Since 2021, Dr. Stephens has 
excelled as a board-certified neurosurgeon at 
Meritas Health Neurosurgery in North Kansas 
City, Missouri. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
he has taken grand measures to ensure the safety 
of his practice and his patients, which have 
included conducting telemedicine appointments 
and virtual consultations. Although he has 
experienced many career achievements, Dr. 
Stephens is especially proud of his military 
service, through which he was able to help 
several soldiers who struggled with brain tumors 
and other neurological diseases.

A member of the American Board of 
Neurosurgery and the American Medical 
Association, Dr. Stephens also dedicates his 
spare time to his faith through the Living the 
Word Ministries. Married to his wife Kiana for 
many years, he has three children.

D
uring his formative years, Dr. Bradley H. 
Stephens witnessed many family mem-
bers struggle with a variety of health 
care problems. These experiences 
formed the foundation upon which Dr. 

Stephens desired to delve into the medical field, 
as he decided to pursue interventional treatment 
that would allow him to help others in their critical 
times of need. To this end, he also developed an in-
terest particularly in neurosurgery, noting that the 
skillset of a neurosurgeon would allow him to pro-
vide care to those with a diverse range of illnesses.

After receiving a bachelor’s degree in 
biochemistry from Villanova University in 2006, 
Dr. Stephens went on to obtain an MD from the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine in 
2010. He then completed an MPH from the Brown 
School at Washington University in St. Louis in 
2015 and finished a residency in neurosurgery at 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital in 2017.

Notably, Dr. Stephens enlisted in the United 
States Army, serving active duty for four years 
until attaining the rank of major. During this 
time, he was stationed at Tripler Army Medical 
Center, where he was an attending neurosurgeon 

BRADLEY H. 
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in 1969. Immigrating to the United States shortly 
thereafter, Dr. Tietke completed an additional 
internship at Sparrow Hospital in Lansing, 
Michigan, in 1970, and a residency in internal 
medicine and fellowship in gastroenterology at 
Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit by 1975.

Certified in gastroenterology by the American 
Board of Internal Medicine, Dr. Tietke relocated 
to Huntsville, Alabama, where he spent more 
than 30 years practicing medicine between 1975 
and 2008. During this time, he established his 
own practice, titled Huntsville Gastroenterology 
Associates, P.C., which later was renamed the 
Center for Colon and Digestive Disease. During 
this time, he specialized in the diagnosis 
and treatment of various gastroenterological 
conditions, such as irritable bowel syndrome, 
inflammatory bowel disease, diverticular 
disease, cancer and colitis. Following his 
2008 retirement, Dr. Tietke conducted clinical 
research for several years. In addition, 
since 2014 he has served as an evaluator for 
Medicare patients, in which he conducts health 
assessments on a part-time basis.

To remain abreast of developments in the field, 
Dr. Tietke has maintained membership with the 
American College of Physicians, the American 
College of Gastroenterology, the American 
Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, the 
American Gastroenterological Association and 
the Alabama Medical Association. Aside from his 
primary medical endeavors, Dr. Tietke is a past 
clinical associate professor of internal medicine, 
for which he received several Excellence in 
Teaching Awards. Throughout his career, he has 
most enjoyed working closely with his patients 
and improving their daily lives through his 
treatment modalities.

Looking toward the future, Dr. Tietke intends to 
ease into a full retirement and travel the world. In 
his spare time, he enjoys partaking in photography.

A
lways desiring to work with others and 
improve their lives, Dr. Wilhelm Tietke 
pursued the field of medicine. A native 
of Germany, he initially earned a medical 
degree from the University of Tübingen 

in 1967, followed by an MD from the University 
of Göttingen in 1968. From there, he completed 
an internship at the City Hospital of Bietigheim 
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cardiac imaging, among other areas. For more 
information, visit https://www.nwforums.com.

Notably, Mr. Wilson achieved the ACCME 
accreditation for Northwest Imaging Forums, 
which he cites as a highlight of his career. 
Drawing upon a Bachelor of Science in business 
management and statistics from the University 
of Oregon in 1994, he contributes civically 
to his local church, where he has served as 
a congregational president. Additionally, he 
maintains active affiliation with the Better 
Business Bureau and the American Society of 
Neurological Radiologists.

Mr. Wilson attributes his success to his good 
faith and diligent work ethic. Propelled forward 
by his persevering attitude, he has always had 
terrific relations to clients and colleagues. 
Looking toward the future, he intends to expand 
Northwest Imaging Forums in the medical arena 
across the globe. Currently, they are being 
accepted in both Australia and the UK.

T
hroughout his career, Matt S. Wilson 
steadily worked his way up through 
management roles, particularly within 
the petroleum industry, where he served 
for 14 fruitful years. From thereon, he 

decided he wanted to enter the medical field, 
where he could provide the most to others who 
were in need of help. Additionally, he desired to 
gauge trends in the health care industry, which 
would further allow him to see deficiencies in 
the medical field and educate providers. In 2001, 
Mr. Wilson joined Northwest Imaging Forums, 
Inc., where he served as a facilitator until 2008. 
Since 2008, he has excelled as the president of 
the corporation.

Northwest Imaging Forums has been in 
business for more than 30 years and offers 
quality and affordable continuing educational 
conferences. Designed for those involved 
in the clinical application of radiology and 
technology, as well as those wishing to expand 
their knowledge, Northwest Imaging Forums 
offer meetings dedicated to such services as 
MRIs, CT scans, echocardiographs, ultrasounds, 
PET scans, radiation oncology, and vascular and 

MATT S. WILSON
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K
elley Woodfin desired to enter nursing at a young age. After high 
school, she was accepted to the Los Angeles County Hospital 
School of Nursing, commencing her nursing career in the pediatric 
ICU. One year later, she served as an ICU nurse at a local hospital. 
After one year, she began a distinguished career in emergency 

services. She established the first Los Angeles County Paramedic Base 
Station at the hospital in which she worked and became one of the first five 
mobile intensive care nurses in California. During her emergency nursing 
career, she was an emergency department supervisor, paramedic liaison 
nurse and college instructor of the first EMT I training program conducted 
by a local college. She also served as an emergency department clinical 
instructor and opened a second paramedic base station at the Cedars 
Sinai Medical Center. Thereafter, she became an assistant administrator/
flight coordinator for Life Flight Southern California, provided flight nurse 
education and developed their fixed-wing transport program.

Concurrently, Ms. Woodfin served for five years as the California 
Emergency Nurses Association representative and Los Angeles County 
Commissioner on the County’s Emergency Services Commission. She 
was also president of the California Emergency Nurses Association, 
was designated as a certified emergency nurse and critical care nurse, 
and served as a California disaster service worker and on the California 
Governor’s Earthquake Task Force. While director of risk management at a 
large managed care organization, she received her BSBA. She has provided 
over 500 lectures and education programs for more than 2,500 emergency 
nurses, paramedics, case managers, physicians and physicians-in-training, 
and risk managers.

Since 2009, Ms. Woodfin has owned and operated CORE Risk Services, Inc., 
providing enterprise risk management, compliance and quality improvement 
consulting services for health care organizations with a focus on long-term 
care. She is a distinguished fellow of the American Society for Healthcare Risk 
Management, a certified Professional in Healthcare Risk Management, and a 
volunteer RN emergency responder for the Utah Medical Reserve Corps.

KELLEY WOODFIN
PRESIDENT

CORE Risk Services, Inc.
Sandy, UT
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dren’s Hospital from 2010 to 2015.
Dr. Zachariah joined the Baylor College of 

Medicine in 2015, first serving as an assistant 
professor. Affiliated with the Texas Children’s 
Hospital and Heart Center since that time, he was 
promoted to the rank of associate professor in 
2020, where he remains today. In addition to his 
primary endeavors, Dr. Zachariah has been an ad 
hoc reviewer for grants and has authored more 
than 70 publications. His work has been cited more 
than 1,330 times since the inception of his career.

To attest to his success, Dr. Zachariah won the 
Career Development Award from K23 in 2012 
and, as an undergraduate student, he received 
an Outstanding Presentation Award from Rice 
University in 1999. Furthermore, he earned a 
Best Presentation for Pediatric Rounds Award 
from the Baylor College of Medicine. Outside of 
his professional endeavors, Dr. Zachariah enjoys 
addressing the socioeconomic disparities within 
the health care industry.

D
r. Justin P.V. Zachariah desired to 
pursue the health care industry as 
a career starting from a formative 
age. After receiving a BA from Rice 
University, he went on to earn an MD 

from the Baylor College of Medicine in Houston. 
Initially intending to delve into pediatrics, he 
completed a pediatric residency at the University 
of California San Francisco, followed by clinical 
fellowships in pediatric cardiology at Boston 
Children’s Hospital with Harvard Medical School 
and at the National Heart, Lung and Blood 
Institute in Framingham, Massachusetts. Dr. 
Zachariah also holds an MPH from the Harvard 
School of Public Health.

Noting that his ascent into pediatric cardiology 
felt natural, Dr. Zachariah was the first research fel-
low at the Framingham Heart Study at the National 
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute. In the process of 
completing his fellowship, he learned the epidemi-
ology of congenital heart disease, which led him 
to pursue a new interest in preventative cardiolo-
gy. Intertwining his two passions, he subsequent 
developed a specialty in pediatric cardiology. Fol-
lowing the completion of his medical training, Dr. 
Zachariah served as an instructor at Boston Chil-

JUSTIN P.V. 
ZACHARIAH,  

MD, MPH
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, TX
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Cedarburg Family Wellness 
and Aesthetics Center

Cedarburg, WI

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF 
NURSING

Anna Maria College
Paxton, MA

JANICE H. ALEXANDER, RN, MD

D r. Janice H. Alexander began her career as a certified nursing 
assistant, licensed practical nurse and critical care registered 
nurse. She went on to become board-certified in family medicine 

and obstetrics and gynecology. Additionally, she has been a clinical 
instructor at the Medical College of Wisconsin and Marquette 
University. She developed a Women’s Health program at Columbia 
Hospital, where she was a staff surgeon of obstetrics and gynecology 
for 22 years. Subsequently, she was affiliated with Mayo Health System 
and Richland Medical Center. Currently, she sees patients at Cedarburg 
Family Wellness and Aesthetics Center. She holds a BSN and MD from 
Wayne State University and has delivered over 9,000 babies.

Dr. Alexander has contributed to missionary work in Tanzania, East 
Africa and Honduras. She was recognized in Mwanza, Tanzania, when 
they dedicated the hospital and medical center she helped start in her 
honor. She is a fellow of the American Academy of Family Physicians 
and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and 
was recognized with several Patient Choice Awards, Resident Favorite 
Staff Awards, Mayo Health System Award for Patient Satisfaction and 
Wisconsin Champion for Women’s Health Award, among others.

D rawn to nursing since she was a young girl, Dr. Karin L. Ciance 
attended Worcester City Hospital School of Nursing in 1983 to 
receive her RN, then attended Worcester State University and 

received a BSN in 1988. An RN in the State of Massachusetts, she has 
served hospitals and clinics over the years, such as Worcester City 
Hospital, Fairlawn Rehabilitation Hospital, and the Family Health 
Center of Worcester, Inc., where she was director of clinical services 
until 2007. Currently, Dr. Ciance is an associate professor of nursing at 
Anna Maria College, where she teaches BSN and online RN programs. 
She also obtained an MSN from Worcester State University in 2004 and 
DNP from Walden University in 2014.

Dr. Ciance was the first nurse at Anna Maria College to receive tenure 
and the promotion to associate professor of nursing in the past 75 
years. She authored several articles to the Journal of Nursing and Care 
and maintains membership with the National Association of Female 
Executives, the American Nurses Association and Sigma Theta Tau, 
who elected her as the president of the Iota Phi at-large chapter in 
2019, where she remains today.

KARIN L. CIANCE, DNP, RN
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K athleen P. DeLawrence joined the staff of Ability Prosthetics & 
Orthotics LLC in Collegeville, Pennsylvania, in 2014. Serving on their 
board of directors since that time, she was promoted to chief operating 

officer in 2015. Ms. DeLawrence excelled as chief operating officer for six 
years until 2021, when she was named chief executive officer and vice 
president of clinical care. Earlier in her career, she served in a myriad of 
executive-level roles with Life Sciences Collaborative, Kerathin LLC, KPD 
Consulting, Prism Pharmaceuticals Inc., and Dover Communications. 
Additionally, she served Astra Merck, PricewaterhouseCoopers and 
General Electric’s Aerospace Division beginning in the early 1980s.

Drawing upon a bachelor’s degree from Thomas Jefferson University 
in 1980, Ms. DeLawrence has always desired to give back to companies 
and her communities, as well as grow as a professional. Delving into 
small entrepreneurial businesses after acquiring the necessary skills 
from her former employers, particularly pharmaceuticals companies, 
she developed an intrigue with the health care market early on. To 
attest to her success, Ms. DeLawrence received the ONP Woman of the 
Year Award in 2020. She is a member of the American Orthotics and 
Prosthetics Association.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER, VICE PRESIDENT 

OF CLINICAL CARE

Ability Prosthetics &  
Orthotics LLC

Collegeville, PA

W hen Dr. Jeannette DeVaris was 13 years old, her mother 
pursued higher education in psychology. Listening to her 
mother and her friends discuss psychology fascinated the 

young Dr. DeVaris, and she sought to pursue the discipline herself. 
Drawing upon a BA in psychology from Adelphi University, MA in 
clinical psychology from Fairleigh Dickinson University and PhD in 
clinical psychology from Seton Hall University, she has excelled as a 
psychologist in private practice in Summit, New Jersey, since 2006. 
Earlier in her career, she worked as a senior psychologist for the R. 
Hall Community Mental Health Center, psychologist for the Greystone 
Psychiatric Hospital, and psychological intern through the New Jersey 
State Intern Program. She also thrived as a caseworker for the New 
York City Welfare Department and an alcohol and drug rehabilitation 
counselor for the United States Army.

Notably, Dr. DeVaris is the developer of a new mind-body integration 
technique for body dysmorphia and has been recognized extensively 
for her expertise. Named to Top Doctors of New Jersey between 2014 
and 2018, she also earned a Distinguished Achievement Award from 
the New Jersey Psychological Association.

PSYCHOLOGIST

Summit, NJ
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JEANNETTE DEVARIS, PHD

KATHLEEN P. DELAWRENCE
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MANAGING PARTNER, 
DENTIST

Bon Air Family Dentistry
North Chesterfield, VA

ADJUNCT FACULTY

University of California Los 
Angeles Medical Center

Redondo Beach, CA

KURT S. HASELMAN, DDS

D rawing upon a BS in computer science from Villanova University 
and a DDS from the Medical College of Virginia School of 
Dentistry, Dr. Kurt S. Haselman commenced his dental career as a 

dentist and managing partner at Haselman & Hunt, DDS, P.C., in 2001. 
Throughout the course of his career, Dr. Haselman has accrued a 
myriad of other executive roles, including as managing partner, owner 
and dentist at Bon Air Family Dentistry since 2002, managing partner 
and dentist at Cumberland Family Dentistry since 2008, and senior 
consultant and dental surgeon at Henrico Regional Jail since 2017. He 
also briefly served as a traveling dentist for two years between 2000 
and 2002.

Outside of his primary endeavors, Dr. Haselman has been a 
business partner for Old Dominion Restores LLC since 2019, as well as 
the owner of Kish Farms LLC since 2014 and Candid Properties since 
2001. He is immensely proud of his efforts with his goat ranch and tree 
farm and, in his spare time, enjoys fishing, diving and target shooting. 
Previously, he advanced through the grades from naval officer to 
lieutenant in the U.S. Navy until 1993.

S ince 2006, Melissa C. Martin has thrived as an adjunct faculty member 
in the School of Radiologic Technology at the University of California 
(UC) Los Angeles Medical Center. Previously serving California State 

University, Long Beach as an adjunct instructor, Ms. Martin formerly 
served several hospitals and medical centers as a radiological physicist 
beginning in 1975. She draws upon a BS in engineering technology from 
Oklahoma State University and an MS in medical physics from UC Los 
Angeles. She holds additional certifications in radiation oncology physics 
and radiological physics from the American Board of Medical Physics 
and American Board of Radiology, respectively.

The author, co-author, editor and co-editor of a myriad of published 
works, Ms. Martin has been elected a fellow of the International 
Organization of Medical Physics, the American College of Radiology, 
the American Association of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM) and the 
American College of Medical Physics (ACMP). She has also served as 
a U.S. delegate to the ISO standards committee on radiation protection 
and an IAEA-AAPM delegate since 2015. She earned the 2015 Edith 
Quimby Lifetime Achievement Award from the AAPM and the 2009 
Marvin Williams Award from the ACMP.

MELISSA C. MARTIN, DABR
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F rom a formative age, Frances S. Mckay has served her community 
through aiding adults with their daily tasks. As the youngest of 13 
children, she accepted the responsibility of tending to her parents’ 

needs as they grew older. When she turned 20 years old, Ms. Mckay 
began working for a friend who also served the elderly population 
and, through her friend’s mentorship, she learned how to bathe senior 
residents in her facility. Over the course of several years, her friend’s 
business grew exponentially. Subsequently, Ms. Mckay took charge 
of her friend’s driving contract that transported patients with mental 
disabilities to their various programs. As a result, she was offered the 
task of caring for two patients on a permanent basis.

Since 1975, Ms. Mckay has excelled as the owner and operator of 
her own independent adult foster care business. Located in Flushing, 
Michigan, her adult foster care business oversees activities of daily 
living of her residents while also assisting with meal preparation, 
medication management and coordination with medical providers, 
among other services. Looking forward, she intends to continue aiding 
the patients in her care while giving back to her community.

Millennium 
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OWNER, OPERATOR

Frances Mckay  
Adult Foster Care

Flushing, MI

D r. Armando Paez completed his Bachelor of Science in physical 
therapy in 1991 and later received his MD from the University of 
Santo Tomas in 1999, both with high honors. Immigrating to the 

United States, he completed an internal medicine residency training 
at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation in 2004 and an infectious diseases 
fellowship at Baystate Medical Center in 2006. He holds specialty 
certifications in internal medicine and infectious diseases.

In 2019, Dr. Paez became the chief of the infectious diseases division 
of Baystate Medical Center. He has been the director of its infectious 
diseases fellowship program since 2012 and is an assistant professor 
at the University of Massachusetts Medical School-Baystate. In his 
current position, he has contributed to and played a significant 
role in the COVID-19 pandemic response in western Massachusetts. 
He is a member of the Massachusetts State Task Force for Vaccine 
Efficacy and Safety and also a member of the board of directors of 
the Massachusetts Infectious Disease Society. He has been named a 
Fellow of both the American College of Physicians and the Infectious 
Disease Society of America.

CHIEF, INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES DIVISION

Baystate Medical Center
Springfield, MA

ARMANDO PAEZ, MD

FRANCES S. MCKAY
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REGISTERED NURSE 
(RETIRED)

Jesse Brown VA  
Medical Center

Chicago, IL

AUTHOR, PSYCHOLOGIST

Department of  
Developmental Services

Sharon, MA

SUNG DUK PARK, RN

A fter graduating from the Kyungpook National University College 
of Nursing in South Korea, Sung Duk Park immigrated to the 
United States with a passion for serving patients as a registered 

nurse. Over the course of her extensive career, she served as a nurse 
with the Lincoln West Medical Center for 15 years and, most recently, 
with the Jesse Brown VA Medical Center for 18 years until her recent 
retirement. Post-retirement, Ms. Park has continued serving as a 
volunteer with the Chicago O’Hare International Airport since 2008, 
and further thrived as a former vice president of the Chicago Korean 
Christian Medical Missionary, board member of the Korean YWCA 
and Korean Traditional Artist Association, and a volunteer with the 
Chicago Arirang Lion’s Club, Korean American Community Services 
and Regional Medical Reserve Corps.

To attest to her success, Ms. Park was profiled as an Outstanding 
Nurse by the Korean Nurses Association of Chicago and earned the 
President’s Volunteer Service Award, which was bestowed upon 
her for outstanding volunteerism through the President’s Council 
on Service and Civic Participation. Looking forward, she intends to 
continue her involvement with humanitarian efforts.

D rawing upon her own formative experiences with mental 
illness, Dr. Patricia Hamilton Shook sought to enter the field of 
psychology to help others who struggled with similar feelings. 

As she grappled with the industry, her interest soon turned to 
developmental and intellectual disabilities. She holds a BA in 
psychology and an MA in developmental psychology, both from San 
Francisco State University, as well as a PhD in counseling psychology 
from Northeastern University, which she obtained in 2000. Over 
the course of her career, she has excelled as a psychologist with 
the Department of Developmental Services in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, through which she has worked intimately with 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. At the 
Department, she makes clinical decisions regarding patient eligibility.

Outside of her primary efforts, Dr. Shook authored the book 
“Seeking Glory: A Novel About Relationships, Loss and Finding Your 
Way Home” in 2018, which was recognized with an award from the 
Colorado Independent Publishers Association in 2019. Currently, she 
is working on a second book. Looking forward, she would like to ease 
into retirement and focus more on writing.

PATRICIA HAMILTON SHOOK, PHD
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A ttaining the title of professor emeritus at the University of Toronto 
in 1998, Dr. Malcolm D. Silver served the prestigious university 
as professor and chairman of the department of pathology for 

several years. Alongside this appointment, he also excelled as chief 
of pathology at the Toronto General Hospital (affiliated with the 
University Health Network), as well as chairman of the department 
of pathology at Western University. Specializing in pathology, he 
has since co-authored articles published in more than 200 scientific 
publications.

Dr. Silver earned an MBBS from the University of Adelaide in 1957, 
followed by an MS in 1963 and a PhD in 1965, both from McGill 
University. In 1970, he was also honored with an MD from the University 
of Adelaide for his published work, and he holds a diploma from the 
American Board of Pathology. To attest to his success, he was elected 
a fellow of the Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia, Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, and Canadian Cardiovascular 
Society. Most notably, he and his late wife endowed the Meredith and 
Malcolm Silver Scholarship in Cardiovascular Studies at the University 
of Toronto.

PROFESSOR EMERITUS

University of Toronto
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

D rawing upon over 35 years of expertise in public health, 
epidemiology and academia, Dr. Susan Standfast retired in 
1995 after serving for seven years as director of the disability 

prevention program and consultant epidemiologist in the Division of 
Family Health at the New York State Department of Health. During her 
tenure at the Department, she also served as director of the cancer 
surveillance unit and assistant to the director of the Division of 
Epidemiology, among other roles. She further served as an instructor 
at Albany Medical College, co-director of the MPH program at the State 
University of New York, and a consultant at the Albany VA Medical 
Center and Bombay Cancer Registry Tata Memorial Hospital in India.

Dr. Standfast holds a BA from Wells College, MD from Columbia 
University and MPH from the University of California Berkeley. She is a 
fellow of the American College of Preventive Medicine and American 
College of Epidemiology, as well as a member of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility. Dr. Standfast received the 1994 Distinguished Alumnae 
Award from Wells College and the 2002 Volunteer Service for Health 
Award from the Eddy Home Care Division of NE Health.

PHYSICIAN, RESEARCHER, 
EDUCATOR (RETIRED)

New York State  
Department of Health

Niskayuna, NY
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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston

Friendswood, TX

CHARLOTTE WISNEWSKI, PHD

A s a child, Dr. Charlotte Wisnewski was a patient at a local hospital, 
where she admired her nurses. As a young adult, she earned a 
diploma in nursing from Orange Memorial Hospital in 1968, 

whereupon she began serving as a supervisor at the Morristown 
Memorial Hospital. She subsequently received a BSN, summa cum 
laude, from the University of Texas Health Science Center in 1976, 
followed by an MSN and a PhD in nursing from Texas Woman’s 
University in 1978 and 1996, respectively.

Over the course of her extensive career, Dr. Wisnewski served as a 
staff nurse in several hospitals across the nation before delving into 
academia. From 1983 to 1996, she was a professor at the College of 
the Mainland and, since 1996, has excelled as an associate professor 
at the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, where she 
was also the director of the BSN program for four years. She notably 
focuses on diabetes treatment and cardiac nursing. As a prolific writer, 
she has contributed to medical journals and presented her research 
at conferences. For her efforts, she earned the BSN Faculty Award in 
2001, 2002 and 2007.

R ecognizing the need for psychiatric services in her home state 
of Louisiana, particularly regarding adolescent psychiatric care, 
Dr. Barbara F. Willis decided to delve into medicine. She earned 

an MD from Louisiana State University in 1985 and, subsequently, 
completed a residency in internal medicine at St. Francis Hospital and 
a fellowship in adult psychiatry at her alma mater. A former Medicaid 
rehabilitation staff psychiatrist, Dr. Willis has excelled as a psychiatrist 
with Barton Associates since 2016. In her role, she focuses her efforts 
on child and adolescent psychiatry, and attributes her success to her 
dedication to provide the best possible care for all of her patients.

In light of her success, Dr. Willis was elected for Top Psychiatrist in 
Louisiana for the Leading Physicians in the World in 2018. Outside of 
her primary endeavors, she supports her local church and donates 
to numerous charitable organizations. A member of the American 
Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Dr. Willis also holds 
a master’s degree in health administration from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Looking forward, she intends to help 
indigenous communities receive psychiatric care.

PSYCHIATRIST

Barton Associates
Homer, LA
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Oregon State University. She also holds a CTP 
certification from the National Tour Association.

Alongside her primary endeavors, Ms. Billette 
was vice president for the alumnae board of 
Stephens College, the leadership board of the 
National Tour Association and alumnae executive 
board of NW Motorcoach. She has also maintained 
active affiliation with the American Bus 
Association and Oregon Tourism. Although her 
career has been suffused with highlights, she is 
especially proud of understanding other cultures 
and meeting individuals who soon became close 
friends. To present, she still has multiple friends 
who mainly live abroad. Additionally, she has 
learned about other countries’ histories and 
has often joined diversified groups to educate 
herself. As technology has progressed, Ms. 
Billette says that many tourists and travelers are 
aware of much more about their destinations 
than in decades prior. She attributes this to the 
emergence of the internet.

C
ynthia Karen Billette began her career 
in the tourism industry in 1979, when 
she served as a tour management 
contractor for various first-class 
companies. Maintaining her roles until 

the present day, she has concurrently excelled 
as the president of Columbia Crossroads 
Tours, Inc., since 1995 and a co-founder of 
Spotlight Northwest since 2015. A Certified Tour 
Professional with a classification in tourism 
since 1979, she has completed tours in more 
than 100 countries across the globe, as well as in 
all 50 U.S. states.

Ms. Billette’s interest in tourism began at a 
young age when her family moved to Bombay, 
India, on instruction from the U.S. government. 
During this time, she learned about Indian culture 
and saw a plethora of tourists who frequented 
many landmarks, shops and other facilities 
throughout India. Upon relocating back to the 
U.S., she desired to enter the field as a tourist 
guide and attended school in San Francisco to 
receive her tourism certification. She holds an 
AA in fashion design from Stephens College 
and a BS in international studies from Eastern 

CYNTHIA KAREN 
BILLETTE

PRESIDENT

Columbia Crossroads Tours, Inc.
Beaverton, OR
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in the State of Florida, Mr. Corrada considers 
a highlight of his career to be his opportunity 
to bring Super Bowls and Republican National 
Conventions to the city. Earlier, he served the 
City of Tampa as a neighborhood services 
administrator and chief of staff, as well as the 
City of Miami as the director of their Parks 
and Recreation department. He was also the 
administrator for tourism, recreation and 
cultural arts at the Tampa Convention Center.

Congruent to his hospitality career, Mr. 
Corrada served as an educator in the Miami-
Dade County Public School System for nearly 
20 years. While he was enrolled in college, he 
felt a calling to become a teacher for children 
with disabilities. After graduating from college, 
he advanced through the ranks to become the 
youngest Hispanic principal of an all-Black 
high school in Liberty City, Little Haiti, Miami, 
at the age of 33. Subsequently, his work at the 
high school won the attention of the media  
and local mayor, who garnered Mr. Corrada 
with remarkable enthusiasm and admiration for 
his work.

Mr. Corrada holds a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology and exceptional student education, 
magna cum laude, and a master’s degree in 
educational leadership, both from the University 
of Miami. He later became a doctoral candidate 
in educational leadership at Florida International 
University. Maintaining membership with the 
Tampa Club, Destinations Florida, Destinations 
International and the U.S. Travel Association, he 
has earned numerous awards for his expertise. 
Mr. Corrada was named the 2013 Hispanic Man 
of the Year by Hillsborough County. He also 
won three HSMAI Platinum Adrian Awards and 
two Henry Awards for Visit Tampa Bay, as well 
as the Top 25 Award for Extraordinary Minds in 
Hospitality, Sales and Marketing from HSMAI.

I
nvolved in the hospitality and tourism 
industries for much of his career, Santiago 
Corrada has served as the president and 
chief executive officer of Visit Tampa Bay 
in Florida since 2013. Notable for being 

a driving force behind Tampa Bay becoming 
one of the highest impact tourist destinations 

SANTIAGO 
CORRADA

PRESIDENT, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Visit Tampa Bay
Tampa, FL



206 Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

HOSPITALITY AND LEISURE

E
quipped with a lifelong interest in boats and sailing, Allan Jan 
Glick was able to embody his dream career in the 1980s when he 
achieved a U.S. Coast Guard Captain’s license. With this, he began 
serving as a captain and instructor with the International School 
of Sailing in 1982. Between 1984 and 1989, he was the captain 

of the full-service charter yacht, “Yesterday’s Dream,” through which 
he conducted sailing excursions and guided snorkeling tours in the U.S. 
and British Virgin Islands. Thereafter, he owned and captained “Amelia 
Rose,” with which he continued doing sailing and snorkeling tours in the  
Virgin Islands.

Since 1999, Mr. Glick has used his nautical talents and skills to serve 
as a Captain for San Diego Parasail Adventures, San Diego Harbor 
Excursions, a captain and instructor for Harbor Sailboats and San Diego 
Pirate Ship Adventures. Since 2012, he has been the lead captain for San 
Diego Sailing Tours and, since 2015, a captain for the Maritime Museum 
of San Diego. During his tenure at the Maritime Museum, Mr. Glick has 
captained the “Californian” (a 140-foot topsail schooner), the official Tall 
Ship of California, and the “San Salvador,” an authentic replica of a Spanish 
Galleon. While having a major part in San Diego Pirate Adventures, he is 
an actor portraying a Pirate Captain during their interactive Pirate Shows, 
which is done on one of the Tall Ships he captains. He also helps create the 
content for these shows. 

Mr. Glick obtained a BS in education and liberal arts from Boston University 
in 1975, where he spent three years on the university’s sailing team. 
Subsequently, he graduated from the Chapman School of Seamanship’s 
preparation program for the U.S. Coast Guard Captain’s license in 1982, 
through which he completed vocational training in seamanship, navigation, 
ship’s systems, maintenance and safety. Certified as a sailing instructor by 
the American Sailing Association, he enjoys sharing his passion for sailing 
with others. He says, “When I was a boy, I played with boats, and now, they 
pay me to play with boats.” Upon retirement, he would like to serve as a 
docent at the Maritime Museum.

ALLAN JAN GLICK
PROFESSIONAL YACHT AND TALL SHIP CAPTAIN

San Diego Sailing Tours, Maritime Museum of San Diego
San Diego, CA



207Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

HOSPITALITY AND LEISURE

parents while serving customers, she desired to 
enter the culinary industry herself. In 2006, she 
earned an associate degree in hospitality and 
hotel management from Middlesex Community 
College, as well as pursued coursework in the 
same subjects at Newbury College. Additionally, 
she completed studies and attended culinary 
school through Central Maine Community 
College until 2009.

Since 2021, Ms. Saengwong has excelled as 
a partner at Luca Café at the Tradewinds in 
Arundel, Maine, having also excelled as the 
owner of Jasmine Mobile in Auburn, Maine, since 
2010 and two other food trucks, Bubblicious Food 
Truck and Noodle Street Food Truck. Earlier, she 
thrived as the area supervisor at Bento Sushi in 
Bridgewater, New Jersey, where she oversaw more 
than 20 stores across New York City, New Jersey 
and Connecticut. Likewise, she was the owner 
of Jasmine Café, a culinary instructor at Camp 
Wekeela and general manager at Thai JarEarn, as 
well as cultivated expertise as a baker, barista, 
hostess, waitress, cashier and night auditor.

Although her career has been suffused with 
highlights, Ms. Saengwong is especially proud 
of her discovery that the culinary arts was 
ingrained into her DNA, particularly from a 
formative age. She emphasizes that she feels 
fortunate and humbled to have found a career 
in which she could flourish in her passions. 
Considering her expertise and success, she 
was featured in the cover of “The Colorful Art 
of Sushi” by LA Metro in 2019. The Lewiston 
Sun Journal also recognized her in articles, 
“Massaman Curry” in 2011, “Sushi on a Roll” in 
2014 and “Dim Sum” in 2017.

Ms. Saengwong was named to “Best Things in 
Maine: Top 10 Asian Fusion” in 2019 and “Best 
Things in Maine: Top Five Bubble Tea” in 2014. 
Notably, she won first place in the Chili Chowder 
Competition in Lewiston, Maine, in 2019.

I
nfluenced to enter the food industry by her 
parents, who were immigrants who worked 
in the restaurant industry upon their arrival 
to the United States, Supannee Saengwong 
often accompanied her parents to work. 

She notes that the first vocabulary she learned 
and memorized were recipes and ingredients. 
Witnessing the great joy that emanated from her 

SUPANNEE 
SAENGWONG

PARTNER, LUCA CAFÉ AT THE TRADEWINDS

OWNER, JASMINE MOBILE FOOD TRUCK

Arundel, ME
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For her efforts and achievements in 
athleticism, Ms. Wright was elected to the New 
Zealand Order of Merit by the Queen of England 
in 2018, and she has been nominated on a 
myriad of occasions for Choreographer of the 
Year and Coach of the Year. Notably, in 2020, she 
was inducted into the United States Gymnastics 
Hall of Fame.

Outside of her professional endeavors, 
Ms. Wright has dedicated her time to civic 
initiatives, having served as a volunteer coach 
and choreographer at the University of Utah 
for more than 10 years. In addition to this 
feat, she has taught high-profile U.S. athletes 
and coaches on routine dancing, as well as 
established a free program for children with 
intellectual disabilities who wish to learn 
gymnastics. Furthermore, Ms. Wright spends 
her free time at local pet shelters, and she 
has maintained active involvement in canine 
rescue, care and adoption work.

I
nterested in gymnastics from a very 
young age, Mary Wright began training 
competitively in gymnastics when she 
was 11 years old and, eventually, turned 
her attention to coaching at the age of 15. 

Establishing her own gymnastics club when 
she turned 20 years old, Ms. Wright has held 
an innate ability to perfect her craft, as well 
as teach other gymnasts how to exceed their 
own expectations and become terrific athletes. 
Notably, more than 132 athletes have received 
scholarships to college for gymnastics, and 11 
of her students became Olympians in the United 
States, Canada and New Zealand.

After coaching gymnastics at her own gym for 
more than 40 years, Ms. Wright sold her gym 
in 2014 and co-founded Masters of Sports in 
2015, where she excels today as a gymnastics 
coach and educator. Through her work, she 
has provided educational support to all types 
of gymnastics coaches across the globe. 
Additionally, she is in the process of writing and 
publishing her very first book on gymnastics, 
which she hopes will serve as a training and 
teaching guide for fellow coaches and gymnasts.

MARY WRIGHT
GYMNASTICS COACH, EDUCATOR

Masters of Sports
Horseshoe Bay, TX



209Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

HOSPITALITY AND LEISURE

EXECUTIVE CHEF, OWNER

Shaibu’s Gourmet Group, LLC
St. John, Virgin Islands

PRESIDENT
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SHAIBU ABDULAI

S haibu Abdulai grew up in Ghana, a country that held a traditional 
approach to personal and professional cooking. Desiring to 
enter the culinary industry, Mr. Abdulai immigrated to the United 

States, completed coursework at Stratford University, and obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in hospitality administration and management from 
the Culinary Institute of America. His innate expertise in the culinary 
arts allowed him to travel across the globe to perfect his craft, 
including to Costa Rica, Abu Dhabi, Alaska, Washington, D.C., and 
New York. Establishing himself in the U.S. Virgin Islands, he served as 
a seasonal chef at Caneel Bay Resort before establishing Oasis Private 
Chefs and Shaibu’s Gourmet Grab and Go. Currently, he excels as the 
executive chef and owner.

Impressively, Mr. Abdulai has received numerous accolades for his 
cooking. He was a gold medalist at the Culinary Competition of the 
State of New York and at Culinary Skills USA, and previously earned 
a bronze medal from the American Culinary Federation Competition. 
Recognized extensively by local media, he intends to bridge the 
culinary gap between West African and Afro Carib-American cuisines 
while opening windows for others to experience different cultures.

C ommencing his career in 1978, Vincent DeFriese served as a 
security alarm technician for nearly 30 years, where he worked 
with various burglary alarms and fire alarms. During his tenure, 

Artichoke Joe’s Casino became a frequent customer of his services 
and, over time, the casino asked Mr. DeFriese to join their company. 
Departing from the security systems industry in 2006, he joined 
Artichoke Joe’s Casino as a surveillance and facilities manager. 
Advancing through the ranks, he became president of the organization 
in 2020, where he remains today.

A member of the California Gaming Association, Mr. DeFriese 
spends his spare time donating to local charities. Additionally, he is 
a board member of the Archdiocese of San Francisco and maintains 
his role as president of the San Mateo Softball Association. He cites a 
highlight of his career to be bringing his girls’ softball team to Japan 
in 2018. He draws upon prior coursework in electronics and business 
management. Looking toward the future, Mr. DeFriese intends to 
witness the continued growth and success of his career and begin 
consulting in the securities industry.

VINCENT DEFRIESE
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P ossessing a deep love for swimming and the outdoors, Peter N. 
Hovland was recruited to California State University, Chico, after 
spending his younger years swimming with the local YMCA. 

While pursuing a BA in physical education, which he earned in 1977, 
he was recognized as an All-American Champion on 23 occasions and 
a National Champion on 13 occasions. Subsequently, he attended 
the University of Northern Iowa, where he earned an MA in physical 
education, teaching and coaching in 1979. During this time, Mr. 
Hovland served with four NCAA championship teams and cultivated 
a close friendship with his college swimming coach, who encouraged 
him to pursue his interests as a career.

After graduating with his master’s degree, Mr. Hovland was hired 
by Oakland University, where he has served as the head coach 
of swimming and diving since 1979. Since taking over the athletic 
program, he has won five NCAA championships with the men’s 
swimming team. Notably, he was inducted into the Michigan Sports 
Hall of Fame in 2017, having previously been honored in the Summit 
Leagues Hall of Honor, Horizon League Hall of Fame and Oakland 
University Hall of Honor, among other accolades.

HEAD COACH OF 
SWIMMING AND DIVING

Oakland University
Lakeville, MI

A native of Greece, Nikolas Lamprou immigrated to the United 
States in 2012 with intentions of establishing his own restaurant. 
Since he completed his formal academic studies, he has been 

involved in the food and beverage industry, thereby establishing his 
prominence in the field of hospitality. Drawing upon an associate 
degree from the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens in 
2014, he has excelled as the owner of Niko’s Souvlaki since 2020.

Niko’s Souvlaki is a premier Greek restaurant in Queens, New York, 
that serves Greek kalamaki, meats, gyros and salads, among other 
authentic food creations. With a plethora of appetizers, spreads, 
skewers, skepasti, platters and even desserts on the menu, including 
their famous baklava, Mr. Lamprou and his staff season their meats 
with only the best Greek herbs. The restaurant also boasts an 
impressive ambiance with bright lighting, wall murals and an outdoor 
patio in the heart of Astoria, Queens. Mr. Lamprou attributes his 
success to his diligent work ethic and ability to follow his ambitions. 
Looking forward, he intends to establish restaurants in every  
U.S. state. For more information and to order online, please visit 
https://www.nikossouvlaki.com.

OWNER

Niko’s Souvlaki
Astoria, NY

Millennium 
Magazine
Featured Listee

NIKOLAS LAMPROU

PETER N. HOVLAND

HOSPITALITY AND LEISURE

https://www.nikossouvlaki.com/
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S
ince 1979, Elkan Abramowitz has excelled as a trial lawyer with 
the New York City-based firm Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason 
& Anello. As a trial lawyer, he focuses his practice on white collar 
crime and civil litigation, having represented both individuals 
and corporations in state and federal courts alike. Likewise, he 

specializes in government investigations, political corruption, internal 
investigations, securities and regulation, and fraud and insider trading.

Accruing nearly 60 years of experience in law, Mr. Abramowitz previously 
served as chief of the criminal division from 1976 to 1978 and assistant 
U.S. attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of 
New York from 1966 to 1970, having previously been a law clerk to the 
Honorable Inzer B. Wyatt for two years from 1964 to 1966. In addition, 
he is a past assistant deputy mayor of New York City, special counsel to 
the select committee on crime for the U.S. House of Representatives and 
lecturer on trial advocacy at the National Institute for Trial Advocacy. He 
received a BA from Brown University in 1961 and a JD from the New York 
University School of Law in 1964, and was admitted to practice before the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern and Southern Districts of New York, and the Supreme Court of the 
United States.

Demonstrating versatility in his profession, Mr. Abramowitz is a prolific 
writer, having co-authored a column in the New York Law Journal, titled 
“White Collar Crime” for many years. Furthermore, he co-wrote “Corporate 
Sentencing Under the Federal Guidelines” and the treatise chapter, “White 
Collar Crime: Business and Regulatory Offenses.”

In light of his success, Mr. Abramowitz was elected a fellow of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers and received the Milton S. Gould 
Award for Outstanding Advocacy from the Office of the Appellate 
Defender in 1999. Most recently, he was honored with the Norman 
Ostrow Award from the New York Council of Defense Lawyers in 2008 
and has been profiled by Chambers USA, Thomson Reuters’ Super 
Lawyers and The New York Times.

ELKAN ABRAMOWITZ
TRIAL LAWYER

Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason & Anello
New York, NY
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through his concise cataloging of materials and 
research efforts. Subsequent to earning a BS from 
Indiana State University in 1957, he served as a 
teacher for Rockville High School and Medinah 
Elementary School. During this time, he earned 
an MS in social science from his alma mater 
and, shortly thereafter, was a librarian at Elgin 
Academy. Continuing his educational journey, 
he was a teacher for Beachwood High School 
and librarian at Chicago Public School prior 
to earning an MLS in library and information 
science at Dominican University.

Over the course of his longstanding career, 
Mr. Badertscher also served the Chicago Public 
Library System and as an assistant reference 
and circulation librarian at the University of 
Chicago Law School. During the early 1970s, 
he later excelled as Executive Law Librarian for 
the Georgetown University Law Center, Library 
Director for Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy 
LLP and, subsequently, a principal law librarian 
for the State of New York Unified Court System.

While at the court system, Mr. Badertscher 
helped introduce computer-assisted legal research 
in trial courts, as well as implemented new 
methodologies by which to handle transcripts and 
developed blogging research services. A member 
of the technology law and criminal law sections of 
the American Bar Association, the Special Libraries 
Association and the American Association of 
Law Libraries, he further served as a historian 
for the Old Guard of Summit. Most recently, he 
was appointed to the board of directors of the 
Fellowship Foundation in 2019.

For his exemplary achievements, Mr. Bad-
ertscher earned a Pioneer Technology Award from 
the New York State Unified Court System Library 
Association in 1998 and a Special Merit Award from 
the New York State Unified Court System in 2011. 
Likewise, he was the recipient of the Albert Nelson 
Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award in 2018.

D
avid G. Badertscher is an accomplished 
historian, educator and law librarian 
who most recently served as the 
principal law librarian for the New York 
Supreme Court Library of the State of 

New York Unified Court System. Employed by the 
library from 1980 until his retirement in 2012, he 
exemplified detail-oriented work and dedication 

DAVID G. 
BADERTSCHER

PRINCIPAL LAW LIBRARIAN (RETIRED)

State of New York Unified Court System
New York, NY
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I
nitially following in his father’s footsteps, who was a contractor, Thomas 
C. Baird attended Texas Tech University to pursue engineering and 
construction. Upon realizing that his medical problems may prevent him 
from performing within those industries, Mr. Baird’s father encouraged 
him to pursue the field of law. Heeding his father’s advice, he graduated 

from Texas Tech with a BA in political science in 1975. He subsequently 
attended the University of Texas School of Law, receiving a JD in 1977.

Mr. Baird joined the firm of Baird, Crews, Schiller & Whitaker, P.C., 
in Temple, Texas, in 1978, where he has since excelled as a founding 
shareholder. In addition, he leads the firm’s estate planning, business 
entities, family business succession planning and real estate practices. 
With specialty areas in probate and guardianship, business and tax 
planning, real estate, and estate planning, wealth transfer and asset 
protection, Mr. Baird has been board certified by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization in estate planning and probate law, as well as residential real 
estate, commercial real estate, and farm and ranch real estate law. For more 
information, visit https://bcswlaw.com.

Notably, Mr. Baird is a fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate 
Counsel and has been designated as a SuperLawyer by Thomson Reuters 
each year since 2003. Since 2007, he has further been honored in Best 
Lawyers in America within the specialties of trusts and estates through 
BL Rankings. Furthermore, he is an AV Preeminent Rated Lawyer through 
Martindale-Hubbell. To remain abreast of developments in his field, he 
maintains membership with the College of the State Bar, the State Bar of 
Texas and the American Bar Association. He is also a life fellow of the Texas 
Bar Foundation.

Outside of his primary responsibilities, Mr. Baird contributes civically 
to numerous entities, including the Temple Bible Church, the J.A.I.L. 
Ministry for Bell County and Keep Temple Beautiful. Furthermore, he is 
affiliated with the Temple Health & BioScience District, the Temple College 
Foundation and the Temple Chamber of Commerce. He has served on 
boards for banks, manufacturing companies and charitable organizations.

THOMAS C. BAIRD
SHAREHOLDER

Baird, Crews, Schiller & Whitaker, P.C.
Temple, TX

https://bcswlaw.com/
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sources, shared parenting agreements, LGBTQ+ 
marriage and relationships, and interstate 
and international divorce, among other areas. 
Previously, he served as counsel and was one of 
the two principals of Bluestein and Wayne, P.A., 
which was located in Coral Gables, Florida.

Prior to embarking on his career, Mr. Bluestein 
pursued a formal education at the University 
of Miami School of Law, graduating cum laude 
with a JD in 1974. His dream to become a 
lawyer manifested at a formative age, as he 
notes that he desired to become a lawyer all 
his life. Maintaining affiliation with the Miami-
Dade County Bar Association, the American 
Association for Justice, the Florida Justice 
Association and the Iron Arrow Honor Society, 
he has been certified by the National Board of 
Trial Advocacy. Although he has attained much 
success, he is especially proud of the work he 
had conducted on his clients’ behalf.

As a testament to his success in the field, Mr. 
Bluestein has held an AV Preeminent Rating 
through Martindale-Hubbell for numerous 
decades. In 2021 and 2022, he was ranked 
by the Chambers High Net Worth Guide, the 
international publication for ranking. Likewise, 
he has been highlighted by Super Lawyers for 
many years, as well as Best Lawyers as their 
2022 Lawyer of the Year in Family Law in Miami. 
In 2020, Mr. Bluestein was profiled by U.S. News 
& World Report as among the Best Law Firms for 
Family Law in Miami.

Mr. Bluestein advises future professionals 
and emerging lawyers to approach each case 
as unique, as well as exhibit honesty in their 
discussions with and advisory of clients. In this 
vein, he also emphasizes the importance of 
giving excellent advice to clients and holding 
integrity. Looking toward the future, he intends 
to experience the continued growth and success 
of his career.

C
ertified in marital and family law by 
the Florida State Bar, Harold Bluestein 
has excelled as the principal of Harold 
Bluestein PLLC for many years. 
Located in Miami, Mr. Bluestein has 

focused his efforts on marital and family law, 
including such specializations as business 
valuation, asset structure, debt analysis, income 

HAROLD 
BLUESTEIN

PRINCIPAL

Harold Bluestein PLLC
Miami, FL
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A
fter grappling with a family tragedy that occurred in his youth, 
Abundio René Cantú was exposed to the American court system. 
Throughout the process of going through the courts to achieve 
justice for his family, he developed a strong interest in law and 
criminal justice. In 2001, he earned a BA in criminal justice with 

an emphasis in legal studies from the University of Texas at San Antonio. 
Subsequently, he received his JD from Texas Southern University in 2006 
and, two years later, he obtained an MS in criminal justice with a minor in 
public administration from Texas A&M International University.

At the inception of his career after receiving his juris doctorate, Mr. 
Cantú worked as an assistant district attorney, in which he handled drug 
crime cases and other criminal matters. For two years, he then served as 
a prosecutor for the 49th Judicial District of Texas prior to establishing The 
Cantú Law Firm, where he has served as an attorney at law since 2009. 
Specializing in criminal defense and personal injury law, he notes that his 
experience as a prosecutor cemented a foundation upon which he built 
his current career path. Mr. Cantú is bilingual, speaking both English 
and Spanish, and is a sought-after attorney to represent the Hispanic 
community in Texas. For more information, visit https://arcantulaw.com. 

Mr. Cantú is admitted to practice by the State Bar of Texas, as well as 
before the Supreme Court of Texas, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit, and the U.S. District Court for the Southern and Western Districts 
of Texas. He has maintained affiliation with the Texas Bar Association and 
the Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association.

To attest to his success, Mr. Cantú was named among the 10 Best 
Attorneys by the American Institute of Criminal Law Attorneys in 2021. In 
2020, he was also recognized as a Top Ranking Attorney by the American 
Association of Attorney Advocates. Looking forward, he intends to expand 
his practice and open additional offices in more cities.

ABUNDIO RENÉ CANTÚ
ATTORNEY

The Cantú Law Firm
Laredo, TX

https://arcantulaw.com/
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F
inding the field of law to be intellectually stimulating, T. Patrick 
Hannon desired to enter the legal industry during his years spent 
with the U.S. military. He first attended the University of Santa 
Clara, where he earned a BA in 1970 and a JD, cum laude, in 1974. 
For the following six years, he served as an associate for N. Perry 

Moerdyke before becoming partner of Moerdyke & Hannon in 1982. From 
1984 to 1986, he was a partner at Attwood, Hurst, Knox & Anderson while 
simultaneously serving in a private practice in Campbell, California, until 
1997. Most recently, Mr. Hannon was a U.S. Administrative Law Judge for 
the Social Security Administration from 1997 until his retirement in 2001.

Alongside his legal efforts, Mr. Hannon served extensively in the U.S. 
Naval Reserve from 1979 until being discharged at the rank of captain in 
2008. He continues to serve as a colonel for the California State Military 
Reserve since 2009. During his time in the military, he was an admiral of 
the Texas Navy in 1998 and an appellate military judge for the Navy Corps, 
Marine Corps and the Court of Criminal Appeals between 2006 and 2007. 
Considering his longstanding military service, he returned to higher 
education and earned a master’s degree in military history in 2015, as 
well as an LLM in 2017. Currently, he is completing coursework toward a 
doctorate degree at the University of Nevada, Reno.

Mr. Hannon is licensed to practice by the State Bar of California and the 
District of Columbia Bar, as well as before the U.S. Court of Federal Claims, 
the U.S. Tax Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces and the 
Ninth Circuit, and the U.S. District Court for the Northern and Southern 
Districts of California. To remain abreast of developments in the field, he 
maintains affiliation with the Santa Clara County Bar Association, University 
of Santa Clara Law Alumni Association and Kiwanis International.

Mr. Hannon was named among the Top 500 Most Influential Professionals 
by Morning Star in 2021. Looking forward, he intends to continue enjoying 
his retirement.

T. PATRICK HANNON
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE (RETIRED)

Social Security Administration
San Jose, CA
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respectively. Her master’s thesis, “The Economics 
of Non-Compete,” is published by Georgetown and 
heavily relied upon by engineering and scientific 
professionals who are affected by restrictive 
non-compete covenants. During her master’s 
studies, she served in the White House Internship 
Program under the Obama administration, where 
she worked with senior officials’ domestic policy 
agenda. She obtained her JD from the Washington 
College of Law at American University, graduating 
cum laude in 2017. In October 2021, she was 
recognized by Washingtonian Magazine as one 
of Outstanding Women for being a successful 
and inspiring female professional leading the D.C. 
metro area workforce. Attorney-at-Law Magazine 
named her Attorney of the Month in August 2020. 

Ms. Haque is a board member of the New 
England Leadership Council of the Susan Komen 
Foundation. Her professional affiliations include 
the American Bar Association and American 
Immigration Lawyers Association, among others.

M
ohaimina Haque is the founder and 
principal attorney of the Law Office 
of Mohaimina Haque, PLLC. She 
litigates cases in the D.C. Superior 
Court, as well as the U.S. District 

Court in D.C. Furthermore, she represents 
clients in matters pertaining to corporate law, 
employment, immigration, personal injury, 
general business law and product liability/false 
advertising. Additionally, she aids immigrants in 
obtaining green cards and citizenship. She is the 
Outside General Counsel for a premier casual 
dining chain, Tony Roma’s and its subsidiaries.

Earlier, Ms. Haque served as a paralegal 
specialist in the Antitrust Division of the U.S. 
Department of Justice, through which she earned 
the Assistant Attorney General’s Award for 
Distinguished Work by past Assistant Attorney 
General Bill Baer for her role in the merger review 
case of U.S. Airways and American Airlines. 
Furthermore, she was an Honors Attorney in the 
Office of General Counsel at U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.

Ms. Haque holds a BA in social and public 
policy and MA in social and public policy 
from Georgetown University in 2010 and 2013, 

MOHAIMINA 
HAQUE, ESQ.

PRINCIPAL ATTORNEY, FOUNDER

Law Office of Mohaimina Haque, PLLC
Washington, DC
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R
ecognized as among New York’s most esteemed litigation lawyers, 
Derrelle M. Janey, Esq., has excelled as partner of Gottlieb & 
Janey LLP since 2012. In his role, he litigates in such areas of 
expertise as securities, financial, health care and bankruptcy 
litigation in both state and federal courts, as well as possesses 

trial experience in white collar criminal defense. During his tenure with 
Gottlieb & Janey, he has notably represented several clients, such as Craig 
Carton in 2018, Michael Klein in 2017 and Galen Marsh in 2015. Mr. Janey 
has further been retained by a bankruptcy trustee to serve as an outside 
general counsel in more than 15 different cases.

Prior to his current appointment, Mr. Janey served as partner of 
Quantum Point Partners LLC from 2009 to 2011, head of strategy and 
executive vice president of Pali Capital from 2007 to 2009, and founder and 
managing partner of the Garrison Group LLC from 2001 to 2006. Likewise, 
he was a managing consultant for Navigant from 2000 to 2001, a strategy 
consultant for the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco from 1999 to 
2000, and a law clerk in the legal department of the senior economics 
analyst research and market analysis group of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of New York from 1996 to 1999.

To prepare for his career, Mr. Janey earned a BA in political theory from 
Kenyon College and a JD from the University of Michigan Law School. 
Admitted to practice in the State of New York, he maintains active affiliation 
with the New York State and American Bar Associations and the New 
York County Lawyers Association, among others. Likewise, Mr. Janey has 
authored such publications as “Pleading Civil RICO: Lessons from the 
Abbott Litigation” in 2017 and “How Criminal Cases Affect Bankruptcy: 
Debunking the Myths” in 2016.

As a testament to his success, Mr. Janey has been honored as a Rising 
Star through New York Metro Super Lawyers since 2015 and was named a 
Distinguished Leader by the New York Law Journal in 2017. In 2015, he was 
named among the Top 100 of National Black Lawyers.

DERRELLE M. JANEY, ESQ.
PARTNER

Gottlieb & Janey LLP
New York, NY
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PLLC. As a testament to her success, she was 
honored with a commendation for providing 
excellence in pro bono services by the Florida 
Supreme Court in 2016. Appearing on behalf of a 
myriad of clients in courts throughout Florida, 
she represents plaintiffs, defendants, debtors and 
creditors. Demonstrating versatility in her field, Ms. 
Kourofsky appeared on Stewart Alexander’s “Let 
Talk Bankruptcy” series in 2017 and co-authored 
“Worry-Free Bankruptcy: Conversations with 
Leading Bankruptcy Professionals” in 2018. In 2018, 
she moved south, again, to St. Lucie County, Florida, 
where she was the senior civil staff attorney for the 
Nineteenth Judicial Circuit Court of Florida. 

With her focus back in private practice, Ms. 
Kourofsky was inducted into Who’s Who in 
America in 2020-2021 and is once again working as 
a civil litigator, appearing in cases all over Florida 
on behalf of clients. Looking toward the future, she 
expects continued growth and success, whether 
in the private sector or as a public servant.

E
quipped with a desire to help broaden 
opportunities for others, Amber 
Kourofsky, Esq., delved into law. 
She left New York and headed south 
to Tallahassee, Florida, enrolled in 

Tallahassee Community College and earned her 
AA in 2002. Thereafter, she graduated magna 
cum laude with a BS in psychology from Florida 
State University in 2004 with a minor in art. 

Continuing south, Ms. Kourofsky landed in 
St. Petersburg, Florida, where she matriculated 
into Stetson University College of Law, earning 
her JD in 2010. She was immediately admitted 
to practice law in every court in Florida, 
including all three United States District Courts 
(Northern, Middle, Southern) and United States 
District Bankruptcy Courts (Northern, Middle, 
Southern). While attending Stetson, she interned 
for the Honorable Judge Caryl E. Delano, U.S. 
District Bankruptcy Court, Middle District of 
Florida. Notably, Ms. Kourofsky earned the 
William F. Blews Pro Bono Award for her work at 
Gulfport Legal Services and at the Community 
Law Program. She was also employed by The 
National Clearinghouse for Science Technology 
and the Law and interned at Ideal Image. 

Since 2015, Ms. Kourofsky has owned AK LAW, 

AMBER 
KOUROFSKY, ESQ.

OWNER

AK LAW, PLLC
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& Bartlett LLP in the United Kingdom, where he 
served as an associate between 2007 and 2009. 
Subsequently, he spent two years as an associate 
professor at Université de Cergy-Pontoise from 
2009 to 2011 before joining the law firm Allen 
& Overy. Serving Allen & Overy as an associate 
from 2011 to 2013, he later excelled in the same 
capacity for Linklaters from 2013 to 2014.

In the latter stages of his career, Mr. Lanois 
joined Credit Suisse as vice president/senior 
legal counsel in 2014, where he remained until 
2018 before he became director at Fieldfisher. 
Specializing his law practice on technology 
law, including information technology, security, 
privacy and data protection, Mr. Lanois holds 
several certifications in his areas of expertise. 
In 2007, he earned a certificate in business and 
public policy from The Wharton School at the 
University of Pennsylvania, and holds additional 
certifications as a Certified Information Privacy 
Manager (CIPM), Certified Information Privacy 
Professional (CIPP) in Asia, Canada, Europe and 
the United States, and a Certified Information 
Privacy Technologist (CIPT). Furthermore, 
Mr. Lanois is a Certified Secure Developer, a 
General Data Protection Regulation Practitioner, 
a PCI Professional, a Systems Security Certified 
Practitioner and Fellow of Information Privacy.

Mr. Lanois was named among the Most 
Influential People in Security by Security Magazine 
in 2020, having formerly received the 2017 Social 
Buzz Award from AIIM Leadership and named a 
Cybersecurity and Data Privacy Trailblazer by 
the National Law Journal. Additionally, he was a 
2016 finalist for Information Governance Expert 
of the Year and was honored with the Innovation 
Corporate Counsel Transatlantic Legal Award, 
ACC Advocacy Award and General Counsel of 
the Year Award. Furthermore, he was bestowed 
with the “Top 10 30-Somethings” Award from the 
Association of Corporate Counsel.

D
esiring to combine his two passions 
for law and technology, Paul Lanois 
pursued a formal career as an attorney. 
Drawing upon a JD from the University 
of Paris I: Panthéon-Sorbonne and 

an LLM from the University of Pennsylvania 
Carey Law School, Mr. Lanois commenced his 
career with the U.S. law firm Simpson Thacher 

PAUL LANOIS
DIRECTOR

Fieldfisher
Palo Alto, CA
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Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP as partner, where 
he remained until 1990. During this time, he 
also served as an adjunct professor of law at 
the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law for five 
years and sat on the committees on professional 
ethics, commercial litigation, and mergers 
and acquisitions for three years. Prior to his 
retirement in 1993, Mr. McAmis was a special 
pro bono partner. Most notably, however, he is 
especially proud of serving as the attorney for 
the Financial General against Metzger in the 
District Court of Washington, D.C.

Outside of his primary law endeavors, Mr. 
McAmis was an organizer for the YES Institute 
and maintained active affiliation with the 
Community Research Initiative of New York, 
Lambda Legal and the Aston Magna Music 
Festival. Currently, he is affiliated with the 
American Civil Liberties Union. As a testament 
to his success, he held an AV Preeminent Rating 
via Martindale-Hubbell for many years.

W
hile contemplating his future 
career path as a young high school 
student, Edwin Earl McAmis was 
encouraged to attend Harvard 
University. Shortly thereafter, he 

graduated magna cum laude from the renowned 
academic institution with a Bachelor of Arts 
in politics and history in 1956. Determined 
to further his education, he subsequently 
graduated with a Bachelor of Laws from Harvard 
Law School in 1959. Since obtaining his law 
degree, Mr. McAmis was admitted to practice law 
in New York, as well as before the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of New York, the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second, Third and 
District of Columbia Circuits, and the Supreme 
Court of the United States.

At the inception of his career, Mr. McAmis 
served as an associate for Webster, Sheffield 
& Chrystie from 1959 to 1961, followed by 
associate roles at Regan, Goldfarb, Powell & 
Quinn and Lovejoy, Wasson, Lundgren & Ashton, 
the latter of which escalated him to the rank of 
partner in 1969. Remaining with the firm until 
1977, Mr. McAmis then joined Skadden, Arps, 

EDWIN EARL 
MCAMIS, LLB

PARTNER (RETIRED)

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Coral Gables, FL
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W
hile attending high school, Holly L. Setzler, Esq., took a 
business law course, thereby prompting her interest in the 
legal field. Indicating that she innately understood aspects of 
business law that many of her classmates did not understand, 
she pursued a formal education at Immaculata University, 

receiving a Bachelor of Science in economics in 1985. Subsequently, she 
earned a JD from the Villanova University School of Law in 1988 and was 
admitted to practice in Pennsylvania.

Joining what is now known as Landis & Setzler, P.C., as a paralegal in her 
formative years, Ms. Setzler has excelled as president of the prestigious 
firm since 1996, where she focuses on real estate transactions. Although her 
career has been suffused with highlights, she is especially proud of being 
recognized in a landmark legal case in 1995 that determined a lawyer’s 
fee in enforcing association documentation. In light of her and her team’s 
exemplary efforts, the State of Pennsylvania changed its laws to reflect the 
decision that lawyer’s fees are assessments and could be collected.

Outside of her primary endeavors, Ms. Setzler has volunteered with her 
local community, political parties and churches. Likewise, she is serving as 
a board member for a local grief counseling group and has been a former 
judge for moot court competitions. Since 1990, she has been affiliated with 
the Community Associations Institute. She attributes part of her success 
to the influence of her business partner, W. Robert Landis, who was a well-
respected attorney who guided her in her own legal endeavors.

As a testament to her success in the industry, Ms. Setzler has received 
myriad accolades. The recipient of the Distinguished Lawyer Award from 
Expert Network in 2016, she was also named Top Lawyer by Mainline 
Magazine three times in 2016, 2019 and 2020.

Looking toward the future, Ms. Setzler intends to experience the 
continued growth and success of her career.
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HOLLY L. SETZLER, ESQ.
ATTORNEY, PRESIDENT

Landis & Setzler, P.C.
West Chester, PA
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S
ince 1985, Todd C. Theodora has excelled as the chairman and 
chief executive officer of the nationally known law firm, Theodora 
Oringher, LLC, located in Costa Mesa, California. Practicing 
in myriad areas of business and commercial litigation, he has 
represented several of the most recognizable companies and 

figures in the United States within such industries as technology, health 
care, sports, entertainment, real estate, transportation and government. 
Impressively, he has been featured on network television and radio shows, 
as well as in such national magazines as Newsweek, U.S. News & World 
Report and Life. Mr. Theodora was among the attorneys representing 
Monica Lewinsky in her trial regarding former President Bill Clinton and 
has tried more than 75 other cases to verdict as lead counsel.

To prepare for his career, Mr. Theodora pursued a formal education at 
California State University, Long Beach, where he earned a BA in 1982. 
Subsequently, he received a JD from the University of San Diego School 
of Law in 1985, whereupon he was admitted to practice law in California. 
He is also admitted before the U.S. District Court for the Central, Southern 
and Northern Districts of California and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit. To remain abreast of developments in law, he is a member of 
the American Board of Trial Advocates, American Bar Association, Orange 
County Bar Association and Association of Business Trial Lawyers.

Outside of his primary endeavors, Mr. Theodora was recruited by famous 
golfer Tiger Woods, and his father Earl, to serve as chairman of the board 
of directors of the Tiger Woods Learning Center. Additionally, he is chair 
of the Earl Woods Scholar Mentor Committee and has frequently lectured 
on trial advocacy. As a testament to his success, he has been AV Rated 
through Martindale-Hubbell, is listed in Best Lawyers of America, was 
named “Lawyer of the Year” in litigation, and has been highlighted in the 
Top 50 Lawyers in Orange County, Top 100 Lawyers in California, Nation’s 
Top 1% of Attorneys and America’s Top 100 High Stakes Litigators.
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TODD C. THEODORA
CHAIRMAN, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Theodora Oringher, LLC
Costa Mesa, CA
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ASSOCIATE

Cadwalader, Wickersham & 
Taft LLP

Charlotte, NC

PARTNER

Eckland & Blando
Minneapolis, MN

WILLIAM W. DRENNEN, ESQ.

I nfluenced by his father, who was in the finance industry, William 
W. Drennen desired to pursue his own passion for finance upon 
his high school graduation. While earning a bachelor’s degree in 

economics from Trinity College, he served as a law clerk for the El 
Dorado Chamber of Commerce and summer analyst for Goldman 
Sachs, where he worked with mortgage security trading. Punctuating 
his receipt of his academic degrees, Mr. Drennen also served as a 
summer associate with MHR Lewis, through which he drafted 
memorandums regarding international tax treaties between the 
U.S. and South America. Additionally, he excelled as an intern in the 
enforcement division of the U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission 
in 2017 prior to receiving a JD from Washington University in St. 
Louis in 2018.

Since receiving his law degree, Mr. Drennen has served as an 
associate with Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP. Looking toward 
the future of his career, he intends to continue forging his own path 
with the firm and attain greater success. Additionally, he would  
like continue providing pro bono work with the Cataloger of  
Veterans Network.

D rawing upon a BA in history, summa cum laude and Phi Beta 
Kappa, from the University of Minnesota in 1979, Jeff Howard 
Eckland obtained a JD from the University of Chicago Law School 

in 1982 and was admitted to the Minnesota State Bar. Spending 22 
fruitful years as partner with Faegre & Benson LLP between 1982 and 
2004, he has served as partner of Eckland & Blando in Minneapolis 
since 2004. In his practice, he has focused on government contracts 
and general commercial litigation, and has further litigated in state and 
federal courts across the country. He has also counseled government 
contractors and subcontractors on transactional and compliance 
issues, pursued claims against state and federal governments, and 
represented businesses and individuals in commercial disputes.

Mr. Eckland maintains membership with the public contract law and 
science and technology sections of the American Bar Association and 
is a fellow of the National Contract Management Association. He holds 
an AV Rating through Martindale-Hubbell, was named a Super Lawyer, 
and was recognized among the Top 100 Civil Plaintiff Trial Lawyers in 
Minnesota by The National Trial Lawyers.

JEFF HOWARD ECKLAND
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A n immigrant from the Republic of Cameroon and possessing 
a desire to aid others, Sylviane Elessie wanted to help fellow 
immigrants flourish within the United States. Since 2019, she has 

served as a senior immigration attorney at Sanabria and Associates, 
PLLC, through which she manages 10 staff members, trains emerging 
lawyers and focuses her specialty on numerous immigration-related 
issues, such as defensive and affirmative asylum cases, juvenile status 
cases and waiver applications for new immigrant visa grants. Earlier 
in her career, Ms. Elessie served as an associate with the Law Offices 
of Manuel Rivera & Associates, an administrative assistant for the 
Embassy of Cameroon in Washington, D.C., and a law clerk for the Law 
Office of Ellen L. Lee.

Drawing upon a BA in psychology from St. Mary’s College of 
Maryland, Ms. Elessie earned a JD from Valparaiso University School 
of Law in 2013, where she also earned a master’s degree in psychology, 
family counseling and dynamics, and child and adolescent 
development in 2014. Looking toward the future, Ms. Elessie intends to 
cultivate her passion for helping clients and provide free consultation 
services for underserved communities.

SENIOR IMMIGRATION 
ATTORNEY

Sanabria and Associates, 
PLLC

Silver Spring, MD

W hile studying toward his undergraduate degree, Lucas T. 
Elliot completed a business law course, which prompted his 
interest in the legal industry. He subsequently attended the 

Tulane University Law School, graduating cum laude with a JD in 
1989. Mr. Elliot first served as a federal judicial law clerk for the United 
States District Court for the Southern District of Texas before joining 
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP in 1990. He served as partner until 2007 
before serving in the same capacity for Morgan, Lewis & Brockius 
LLP between 2008 and 2018. Since 2018, Mr. Elliot has excelled as a 
member of Frost Brown Todd LLC.

Mr. Elliot notes that participating in one of the largest commercial 
litigation cases in the nation was a career highlight. At this time, he 
defended a multinational oil and gas services company following the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010. He spent six years working on 
the case, three of which were spent in New Orleans, and his client 
was dismissed by the New Orleans Federal Court. Mr. Elliot has been 
named to Best Lawyers in America since 2013 and is an AV Preeminent 
Rated Lawyer by Martindale-Hubbell.

MEMBER

Frost Brown Todd LLC
Nashville, TN

LUCAS T. ELLIOT

SYLVIANE ELESSIE, ESQ.
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MICHAEL J. EYRE

S ince 2009, Michael J. Eyre has excelled as the owner and principal 
attorney of the Law Offices of Michael J. Eyre. Now in his 35th 
year of practice, Mr. Eyre serves clients throughout Southern 

California, with the firm specializing in business and real estate 
litigation, as well as personal injury law. Alongside his primary law 
endeavors, he frequently serves as a temporary judge in Los Angeles 
County and also taught for several years as an adjunct law professor, 
covering such subjects as torts, contracts, and litigation procedures 
and practice.

Mr. Eyre earned his BA in English literature from the University of 
California Irvine and his JD from the Western State University College 
of Law. He also undertook post-baccalaureate studies in political 
science at California State University, Long Beach. He maintains 
active affiliation with the State Bar of California; the American, Los 
Angeles County, Orange County and Long Beach Bar Associations; the 
Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles; and the American 
Inns of Court (Ball/Hunt Schooley Chapter). Holding ratings of AV 
Preeminent via Martindale-Hubbell and Superb via Avvo, Mr. Eyre has 
earned numerous accolades in recognition of his legal prowess.

S ince 2018, Garry Gekht, Esq., has excelled as a partner of the Law 
Offices of Kaplan & Gekht in Los Angeles, where he practices 
family law. Assisting in hundreds of family law cases throughout 

the State of California, including in the assistance with court and 
private trials, pre- and post-judgment litigation and mediation, and 
drafting and negotiating prenuptial, postnuptial and cohabitation 
agreements, among other services, Mr. Gekht received his JD from the 
Loyola Law School, where he was named a Fritz Burns Scholar and a 
Loyola Scholar. He holds a prior BBA in accounting, magna cum laude, 
from Brandman University.

A certified divorce financial analyst since 2009, Mr. Gekht has worked 
in law since 1998 and previously served as a forensic accountant. 
He has been qualified as an expert in the Central District of the Los 
Angeles Superior Court and has been a featured guest, commentator 
and author in myriad media outlets. A former president of the board 
of directors of the LAGLCC, he was a featured business columnist for 
the Beverly Hills Courier newspaper. For his writing, he earned the 
City of Beverly Hills Mayors Award for Excellence in Communication.

GARRY GEKHT, ESQ.

LAW AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

ATTORNEY

Law Offices of Michael J. Eyre
Long Beach, CA

PARTNER

Law Offices of Kaplan & Gekht
Los Angeles, CA
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R andolph A. King always desired to delve into the field of law 
enforcement following inspiration from his uncle, who was a 
probation officer in New York. After graduating from high school 

in 1988, Mr. King enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps, where he served in 
Operation Desert Storm. Departing from the military in 1992, he was 
also inspired by his father, who worked at the Pender County Sheriff’s 
Office for numerous years. Deriving motivation from his father, Mr. 
King graduated from Brunswick Community College with a Basic Law 
Enforcement Training (BLET) certification in 2000.

Mr. King has served the Pender County Sheriff’s Office for more than 
20 years. Recognized as a jail administrator since 2019, he previously 
served the sheriff’s office in myriad roles, such as uniform patrol, child 
support deputy, senior patrol sergeant, narcotics detective, lieutenant 
in the Civil Division, lead bailiff and jail division commander. Notably, 
Mr. King established one of the two K9 units at the sheriff’s office. For 
his success, he earned the 2019 Leadership Award for the Detention 
Office’s Certification Course, as well as a number of decorations from 
the U.S. Marine Corps.
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JAIL ADMINISTRATOR

Pender County Sheriff’s Office
Burgaw, NC

C urtis “Curt” Lawrence is a Seneca-Cayuga and joined the Seneca-
Cayuga Nation’s (SCN) government in 2011, where he has 
excelled in myriad roles beginning in Indian Child Welfare, then 

Executive Director (ED) and is presently recognized as Second Chief. 
Mr. Lawrence started the SCN Sex Offender Registry, writing the code 
and policies. He has also been ED of the Eastern Shawnee Tribe and 
guardian ad litem (GAL) for both the Wyandotte Nation and Miami 
Nation Tribal Courts. Advocating for disadvantaged children as GAL is 
a far cry from his first client, an inmate convicted of murder. 

Mr. Lawrence was inspired by his own upbringing to provide 
aid to Native American youth; he left his troubled home at age 15 
with $10 and the clothes on his back. Mr. Lawrence was accepted 
into the American Indian Graduate Center Program and argued his 
brief before the Navajo Supreme Court, then attended Washburn 
University School of Law in 1995, where he received a Presidential 
Scholarship and his JD. He is a past vice president of the Native 
American Law Students Association and the Christian Legal Society, 
as well as a former youth pastor.

SECOND CHIEF

The Seneca-Cayuga Nation
Joplin, MO

CURTIS “CURT” LAWRENCE

RANDOLPH A. KING
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KEVIN BART MCCARTHY

D rawing upon nearly five decades of experience in law, Kevin Bart 
McCarthy excelled as the original U.S. Trustee at Indianapolis 
in the region that encompassed downstate Illinois and all of 

Indiana, having served both in government and private practice. He 
holds a BBA from the University of Notre Dame and a JD from Indiana 
University in Indianapolis. Prior, he served as a subcommittee counsel 
for the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, and then as 
counsel to the Committee on Public Works and Transportation for 
the U.S. House of Representatives. He was also first assistant chief 
counsel for the Department of Transportation in Springfield, Illinois. 
He commenced his career as a bail commissioner for the Municipal 
Court of Marion County, Indiana.

Mr. McCarthy became a personal friend of Pope John Paul II and later 
continued his education at the University of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome, 
receiving a Licentiate in Sacred Theology in 2013, which he considers a 
career highlight. He has authored articles on law and an article in a major 
theological journal. Looking forward, he intends to provide counsel as an 
experienced, accomplished advisor on transportation, environmental, 
parliamentarian, commercial and ecclesiastical law.

S ince 2006, Martin Mushkin has excelled as the principal and 
attorney with the Law Office of Martin Mushkin LLC in Greenwich, 
Connecticut. Focusing his practice on litigation, corporate finance 

and intellectual property rights, he is notably for serving as counsel 
to both private and public companies across a span of different 
industries. Mr. Mushkin has litigated several FINRA arbitrations and 
was a mediator for the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of 
New York for nearly 20 years. Earlier in his career, he served as a Judge 
Advocate General officer in the U.S. Air Force and a senior trial attorney 
with the Securities and Exchange Commission, among other roles.

Mr. Mushkin holds a BBA in accounting from the University of 
Wisconsin and a JD from Harvard Law School. He has held an AV 
Preeminent Rating through Martindale-Hubbell for numerous decades 
and is a past lecturer for the New York State Bar Association. Outside of 
his law appointments, Mr. Mushkin is a member of the Greenwich Town 
Democratic Committee and the American Alpine Club, having served 
as an expeditionary mountaineer with several ascents in Alaska.

MARTIN MUSHKIN

LAW AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

LAWYER, THEOLOGIAN

Indianapolis, IN

PRINCIPAL, ATTORNEY

Law Office of  
Martin Mushkin LLC

Greenwich, CT
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S upported by nearly 50 years of experience in civil law, George E. 
Pattison has been serving his local community of Batavia, Ohio, 
since 1972 in myriad capacities. A private practice attorney 

and public official, he served for over one decade as an assistant 
prosecuting attorney and county prosecutor for Clermont County, 
as well as served four years as an elected judge in the Clermont 
County Municipal Court. Impressively, he ran for political office on 
seven occasions, serving the county three of those times. Mr. Pattison 
specializes in criminal and OVI defense, family law, estate planning, 
probate and elder law, eminent domain and zoning.

Mr. Pattison received a BS from The Ohio State University in 
1967 and a JD from the University of Cincinnati in 1972. Eminently 
qualified in his field, he has held an AV Rating through Martindale-
Hubbell for several decades and was recently recognized with the 
Martha Dorcy Pacesetter Award from the Clermont County Chamber 
of Commerce in 2021. Civically, Mr. Pattison was a board director of 
the Developmental Disabilities Board, an organization dedicated to 
bettering the lives of individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, from 1997 to 2002.

ATTORNEY,  
PUBLIC OFFICIAL

George E. Pattison,  
Attorney at Law

Batavia, OH

S ince 1990, Jack Salvatore has excelled as the owner of his 
eponymously named law firm, Jack Salvatore, Attorney-at-Law, in 
Phoenix, Arizona. Practicing personal injury law, he is immensely 

dedicated to his clients and ensures that they have all information 
necessary to pursue their legal remedies. Prior to this appointment, 
he was a law clerk for the Arizona Court of Appeals after receiving his 
JD from Northeastern University in 1979 and also spent a number of 
years as an investigative reporter on television and a mid-day news 
anchor during the 1980s. Additionally, he is a past assistant dean of 
students and student activities at Tufts University.

Demonstrating versatility in his endeavors, Mr. Salvatore is a former 
owner of a restaurant in France, which he maintained for five years. 
Furthermore, he is the author of the essay, “The Compulsory Union/
Right to Work Controversy: Modern Day Lochnerizing.” Civically 
involved as well, he sits as chair of the board of the Somali-American 
United Council and offers his expertise via pro bono legal services 
to that community. Looking forward, he intends to conduct various 
seminars on longevity and life expectancy.

OWNER

Jack Salvatore,  
Attorney-at-Law

Phoenix, AZ
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ROBERT A. SHELTON, ESQ.

A ccruing over 45 years of experience in law, Robert A. Shelton has 
excelled as partner of Shelton and Carey LLP in Baltimore since 
2010. During his tenure, he negotiated a contract to develop a 

$2 billion hydro-dam in Guyana via instruction from the Southern 
Caribbean Cable Company. Earlier, Mr. Shelton served Venable LLP 
as partner between 1974 and 2010, where he worked on myriad 
high-profile cases that were often controversial and landmark cases. 
Additionally, he served as an associate special counsel for the House 
Judiciary Committee during the Nixon impeachment in the 1970s. 
During this time, he obtained the original recordings of the Watergate 
Tapes in a meeting with Nixon’s counsel. Thereafter, he supervised 
the making of more audible copies of the tapes and production of 
crucially accurate transcripts.

Drawing upon a BA in history from Oberlin College and a JD from 
Harvard Law School, Mr. Shelton was admitted to practice law in 
Maryland. He is admitted to practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. AV Rating by 
Martindale-Hubbell, he is proud of his participation in saving the 
Greater Southeast Hospital from bankruptcy.

D rawing upon a Bachelor of Engineering from Yale University and 
a JD from Cornell University, George Henry Spencer is notable 
for being an intellectual property lawyer who served as senior 

founding partner of Spencer & Frank in Washington, D.C., for 36 years 
between 1962 and 1998. Following this appointment, he was partner at 
Venable LLP from 1998 to 2003 and of counsel to various intellectual 
property firms from 2003 until his retirement in 2018. Earlier in his 
career, Mr. Spencer excelled as an associate for Toulmin & Toulmin 
and an examiner for the U.S. Patent Office beginning in 1952.

Impressively, Mr. Spencer thrived as a master of the bench of the 
Giles S. Rich American Inn of Court, as well as a lecturer at the World 
Trade Institute and moot court judge at several law schools. Likewise, 
he has been an arbitrator and mediator in intellectual property 
law, and previously served to the rank of captain in the U.S. Army’s 
Signal Corps and Judge Advocate General Corps. Mr. Spencer holds a 
commercial pilot certificate and received the 2013 Master Pilot Award 
from the Federal Aviation Administration.

GEORGE HENRY SPENCER

LAW AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

PARTNER

Shelton and Carey LLP
Baltimore, MD

SENIOR FOUNDING 
PARTNER (RETIRED)

Spencer & Frank
McLean, VA
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S upported by lifelong interests in law and history, Carol Wood 
attended the University of Texas at Austin, where she first earned 
a BA in political science and, later, an MA in history. Initially 

desiring to pursue doctoral studies, she subsequently focused her 
efforts on law and enrolled in St. Mary’s School of Law. In 1982, she 
obtained a JD from the law school and commenced her career in 
appellate and environmental law. Over the course of many decades, 
Ms. Wood served as a staff attorney with the Third Court of Appeals, 
as well as an administrative law judge with a state agency and the State 
Office of Administrative Hearings. Currently, she excels as an attorney 
in private practice.

Although her career has been suffused with highlights, Ms. Wood 
is especially proud to have held prominent roles in the appellate 
court and administrative court. Maintaining involvement with 
the International Association of Women Judges and the National 
Association of Women Judges, she has served as a board member for 
the Austin Lawyer Referral Service. Looking forward, she intends to 
experience the continued success of her career.
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CAROL WOOD
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Many individuals have leadership potential. However, this potential does 
not necessarily have to be confined only to business executives, presidents or 
other community heads. If you are a student, a new entrepreneur or anyone who 
is thinking about ways to maximize your leadership potential, then some guidelines 
can help. Here are several ways to help identify and grow your leadership skills to 
their best potential.

Identify Your Inspiration 
An ideal first step to growing your leadership skills is to identify who your  
inspiration is. When you are clear about your favorite leader’s personality,  
you will realize what qualities you already have in yourself or the ones you  
can strive to adopt to your approach. It is essential not to try to mimic exactly  
what your inspiration does, but rather, reference their best characteristics and  
mold them into qualities that fit your persona.

Find Your Strengths 
When you are clear enough about your strengths and weaknesses, you can  
develop a sharper outlook of your progress and the goals you want to achieve.  
In addition, you can further refine your leadership skills more naturally by  
investing in the strengths you already have. It is important to remember  
that you are at your best when you are backed by your strengths.

Prioritize what strength is the most important for you, then analyze how you can 
integrate it into your leadership approach. You can also use this process in your lead-
ership journey for the betterment of the people and the organizations around you.

Keep a Visionary Mindset 
Great leaders avoid situations that keep their mindset and perspectives limited. 
Keep a proactive attitude so you can think big and be open to numerous possibili-
ties. Visionaries are the individuals who lead and contribute to more considerable 
benefits for the organization and society as a whole. By having this mindset, you  
can better set yourself up to learn from others in addition to leading them.

Prioritize Cross-Cultural Communication 
Cross-cultural communication allows you to diversify your leadership. This  
enhances the chances of transmission and engages more individuals towards  
your vision and purpose. In addition, cross-cultural communication helps  
you as a leader to coordinate with those around you and work to build  
up their strengths, as well.
A good leader does not start with natural abilities that make them stand  
out from others but have been able to hone their experiences to invest  
in their potential. These habits allow them to grow and eventually  
become leaders of their own organizations, businesses and com- 
munities. If you are set on improving your leadership qualities,  
then these practices and guidelines can be an excellent starting  
point. You can leverage these philosophies to help maximize your  
leadership potential.

HOW TO REALIZE AND GROW YOUR LEADERSHIP POTENTIAL
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RETAIL, WHOLESALE, DISTRIBUTION AND SALES

Beta Tau fraternity. He draws upon a Bachelor of 
Science in psychology, which he obtained in 2014. 
Following his receipt of his bachelor’s degree, Mr. 
Fine desired to work in design, supported by his 
family’s legacy in interior design.

Notably, Mr. Fine has been an esteemed leader 
in his field and, during his tenure with Judith 
Norman Outdoor Living, he has diversified the 
business and promoted the business’ growth. To 
this end, he has specifically expanded product 
lines to include outdoor lighting and furniture, as 
well as various accessories that accommodate a 
variety of clientele. He attributes his success to 
his ability to be straightforward with his clients 
and dispersing a variety of information about his 
products to all who inquire about them.

Mr. Fine would like to continue expanding 
Judith Norman Outdoor Living and presenting 
offers based on his clients’ needs. He also would 
like to educate others on the importance of 
quality in furniture and how it affects durability.

M
ichael A. Fine joined Judith 
Norman Outdoor Living in 2015 
as an assistant manager in Dania 
Beach, Florida. Remaining with 
the company since that time, 

he escalated through the ranks to inbound 
marketing vice president in the Miami-Fort 
Lauderdale area in 2016, remaining in that 
role for one year. Since 2016, he has served as 
vice president in Hollywood, Florida, having 
concurrently served as a buyer since 2017. 
In his position as a buyer, Mr. Fine maintains 
responsibility for all furniture and fixtures in the 
company’s showroom floor, and he collaborates 
with approximately 40 venders. Likewise, as vice 
president, he coordinates with the showroom 
manager with merchandising, as well as sales 
and social media marketing.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Fine was a student 
government president at Miami Country Day 
School from 2009 to 2010 and served his alma 
mater, the University of Central Florida, in a 
myriad of capacities. Between 2011 and 2014, 
he was risk manager, recruitment director and 
brotherhood development director of the Zeta 

MICHAEL A. FINE
VICE PRESIDENT, BUYER

Judith Norman Outdoor Living
Fort Lauderdale, FL



Allison was bawling, she turned 
to me and said, ‘Mom, I got a D.’ 
It was the first time she called me 
‘Mom.’
Lisa, adopted 16-year-old Allison

Y O U  C A N ’ T  I M A G I N E  T H E  R E W A R D
L E A R N  A B O U T  A D O P T I N G  A  T E E N A D O P T U S K I D S . O R G
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SCIENCES, PHARMACEUTICALS AND BIOTECHNOLOGY

W
hile studying toward his undergraduate degree at the 
University of Pittsburgh, Dr. Robert Stephen Carbonara 
worked part-time at the Mellon Institute of Industrial 
Research (now merged with Carnegie Mellon University), 
where he served under the tutelage of Dr. Thaddeus 

Massalski. Dr. Massalski encouraged Dr. Carbonara to delve into the field 
of materials science. After earning his BS in physics from the University 
of Pittsburgh in 1959, he enrolled in the University of Cincinnati, where he 
was a NASA trainee in 1964. From there, he joined the Battelle Memorial 
Institute in Columbus in 1968, serving as a research scientist until 1977. 
During this time, Dr. Carbonara obtained a PhD in materials science from 
the University of Cincinnati in 1970.

Dr. Carbonara remained at Battelle Memorial Institute until 1988, where 
he was an associate manager for 11 years. From 1988 to 1998, he excelled as 
a group manager for S.E.A., Inc., in Columbus. Since departing from his role 
as group manager, he has since served as a senior analyst for S.E.A., Inc. 
Alongside his primary endeavors, Dr. Carbonara was also a consultant for 
the Battelle Development Corporation from 1983 to 1987 and contributed 
civically to the American Heart Association as chairman of the Ohio Valley 
board of directors from 1980 to 1998.

Holding several patents in the field, Dr. Carbonara presents frequently 
within his areas of expertise and served as the editor for “Surface Analysis 
Techniques” in 1976. He has further sat on the editorial review boards of 
the Journal of Materials Engineering and the Journal of Materials Shaping 
Technology. A former chapter chairman of ASM International in 1981, 
Dr. Carbonara has also maintained affiliation with Phi Eta Sigma and Phi 
Lambda Upsilon. He attributes his immense success to his unconventional 
thinking processes and notes that unconventional thinking may be the key 
to solving difficult, complex problems.

For his success, Dr. Carbonara received the President’s Award from ASM 
International and the Battelle Intellectual Achievement Award. Looking 
toward the future, he intends to ease into retirement.

ROBERT STEPHEN 
CARBONARA, PHD

SENIOR ANALYST, MATERIALS SCIENTIST

S.E.A., Inc.
Columbus, OH
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development and delivery of pharmaceutical 
therapies for the treatment of neurological 
diseases on a worldwide basis. Always desiring 
to attain a global position, Dr. Cortina de la 
Fuente is grateful to have had the opportunity to 
travel from Mexico to the United States to fulfill 
his aspirations.

Earlier in his career, Dr. Cortina de la Fuente 
served as the market access hematology 
franchise lead for Latin America and Canada at 
Norvatis from 2016 to 2020 and global advocacy 
deputy director at Bayer Health Care from 2011 
to 2016, having also served Bayer as the regional 
market access deputy director for Latin America 
from 2011 to 2013. Likewise, Dr. Cortina de la 
Fuente was the value proposition business unit 
head for Abbott Laboratories from 2009 to 2001 
and an epidemiology and economic evaluation 
manager for Roche Pharmaceuticals from 2007 
to 2008. He commenced his career with the 
Mexican Foundation for Health (FUNSALUD) 
as the executive coordinator for regional 
initiatives for HIV/AIDS in 2004, holding the role 
for two years.

Dr. Cortina de la Fuente attributes his success 
to his passion for his work and putting the 
patients first. With early goals of helping 
patients across the globe, he endeavored to 
attend medical school and received an MD from 
Anáhuac University in 2001. Shortly thereafter, 
he received an MS in health policy, planning 
and financing from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science in 2004. After 
accruing many years in the field, he completed a 
postgraduate diploma in strategic performance 
management in health in 2014.

Looking toward the future, Dr. Cortina de la 
Fuente intends to ascend to a senior position at 
Biogen. He would also like to begin mentoring 
other individuals in the field.

I
nvolved in the pharmaceutical industry 
for nearly 20 years, Dr. Diego Cortina de 
la Fuente has excelled as the director 
of global value and access at Biogen 
since 2020. With its headquarters in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, Biogen is a leading 
biotechnology company that specializes in the 

DIEGO CORTINA 
DE LA FUENTE, MD

DIRECTOR OF GLOBAL VALUE AND ACCESS

Biogen
Randolph, NJ
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H
ailing from a farming community and surrounded by individuals 
who exhibited a hard work ethic, Waylan Layne Hogg grew up on 
a farm with his family, including his aunts and uncles. Initially 
desiring to delve into business administration and marketing, 
he attended the University of North Texas, where he earned 

a bachelor’s degree in business marketing in 2005. However, he felt 
unfulfilled by the prospect of going into a business-oriented industry and 
turned to his religious faith for guidance. Shortly thereafter, Mr. Hogg was 
encouraged by his religious faith to return to his farming community and 
continue serving his family’s farm. Since returning to the farming capacity, 
he has served as a farmer for the Dawson County Farm Bureau.

Alongside his efforts in farming and agriculture, Mr. Hogg has also been 
the successful owner of an RV park business since 2020. He attributes his 
success to the encouragement and support of his family, his uncle Glen and 
his team who work beside him in all his endeavors. As such, he is especially 
proud of his family for aiding in his efforts to achieve his goals, thereby 
creating a resounding career for himself within the agricultural industry.

Outside of his work, Mr. Hogg is a board member of the Dawson County 
Farm Bureau, where he was once an election candidate for the FSA 
Board. Furthermore, he has served as an organizer for the Wayne Hogg 
Memorial Benefit for more than 10 years, a benefit fund and organization 
that raises money for the local community in Lamesa, Texas. Through 
its annual events, the Wayne Hogg Memorial Benefit also provides 
scholarships for high school students, as well as helps the underserved 
population – particularly children – around the holiday season. Likewise, 
the organization aids families with ongoing health concerns by providing 
funds to address financial burdens.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Hogg would like to grow his farm 
exponentially. He also intends to improve upon the organic operations of 
the farm and witness the continued success of his career.

Millennium 
Magazine
Featured Listee

WAYLAN LAYNE HOGG
FARMER

Dawson County Farm Bureau
Lamesa, TX



239Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

SCIENCES, PHARMACEUTICALS AND BIOTECHNOLOGY

D
avid Joseph Lachance commenced his career as a student at 
the University of New Hampshire, where he earned a BA in 1973. 
Subsequently commissioned as a second lieutenant in the United 
States Army Reserves that same year, he continued his career 
in 1975 with the United States Department of the Interior as a 

geologist. Noting that the field of geology was intriguing as it incorporated 
all aspects of science, Mr. Lachance was first stationed in Metairie, 
Louisiana, before relocating to the State of Washington, where he was a 
geologist from 1976 to 1983. During this time, he earned an MS from Eastern 
Washington University in 1978. Following his tenure in Washington State, 
Mr. Lachance served as a geologist with the Department of the Interior in 
Milwaukee until his retirement in 2014. While excelling as a geologist, he 
focused his efforts on the eastern portion of the United States, through 
which he and his wife discovered that Michigan was not lined with faults, 
thereby proving previous theories.

While serving in the military during his career, Mr. Lachance was a major 
during the Gulf War in the early 1990s. He leveraged his experiences in the 
Army Reserves to write numerous short stories and stage plays, including 
“An End to War, An End to Peace” in 2012. The screenplay has served as 
an adaptation of Mr. Lachance’s interpretation of Homer’s “The Odyssey” 
after he returned from the Gulf War and, interestingly, he was often told 
that his stage play was too complex for regular community theater actors. 
To this end, Mr. Lachance has endeavored to have his play performed by 
professional actors in an effort to help active-duty military members and 
veterans heal from war trauma.

Other short stories to Mr. Lachance’s credit have included “The Plaza,” 
“Pleiades” and “Art Forum,” as well as two plays, “Pray for Me at Your Own 
Risk” and “The Gift.” His 1994 stage play, “Faces in the Raft,” was produced 
as a screenplay by screenwriter Anton Diether in 1999. Mr. Lachance has 
been featured in the 25th and 26th editions of Who’s Who in the Midwest.

DAVID JOSEPH LACHANCE
GEOLOGIST (RETIRED)

United States Department of the Interior
Milwaukee, WI
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A
s the owner and operator of Big Dave’s Custom Surveying & Design, 
a P&M Bear Global LLC Company, David P. Marthey has excelled in 
the agricultural industry for several decades. Through his business, 
he operates two polaris ranger diesel-powered all-terrain vehicles. 
Utilizing this equipment with mounted GPS computer systems, 

topographical survey data is taken and transferred to a notebook computer 
which has landleveling and land forming design software. The combination 
of topographical data and design software enables Mr. Marthey to design the 
fields so that landleveling contractors and farmers with their own landleveling 
equipment can cut the fields to a precise slope, so that irrigation and drainage 
achieve maximum efficiency. To date, Big Dave’s Custom Surveying & Design 
is acclaimed throughout the Mississippi Delta region as the most competent 
independent agricultural land surveying service. 

Earlier, Mr. Marthey served as a salesperson and regional sales manager 
for Certainteed Daymond Company, a corrugated plastic drainage tubing 
manufacturer, where he served for over a decade. Outside of his primary 
vocation, he is a lifetime member of the Twin Cessna Flyer, Kappa Alpha 
Order, as well as his local chapter of the Knights of Columbus. Likewise, he 
was a three-time chairperson of the Jonesboro-Arkansas Municipal Airport 
Commission, a Paul Harris fellow of the Jonesboro University Rotary Club 
and a chairperson of the Blessed Sacrament Fall Festival. Prior to delving 
into his career, Mr. Marthey earned a BA in business administration and 
physical education from Transylvania University in 1975.

As a testament to his success, Mr. Marthey was honored as a Top Salesman 
by the Certainteed Daymond Company and earned a Distinguished Service 
Award from the Kappa Alpha Order of Transylvania University. Although his 
career has been filled with highlights, he is especially proud of surveying 
and designing a 600-acre rice research facility for the University of Arkansas. 
He attributes his success to the support and encouragement of his parents, 
wife and children. Looking toward the future of his life and career, he intends 
to experience continued growth of his business, as well as write and publish 
a book, tentatively titled “An Extraordinary Ordinary Man.” 

DAVID P. MARTHEY
OWNER, OPERATOR

Big Dave’s Custom Surveying & Design
Jonesboro, AR
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he became a teacher’s assistant. Driven to 
pursue excellence, Mr. Pleis attended Northern 
Arizona University, where he earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in physics and mathematics in 2014. 
From there, he became a senior research and 
development technician for Palo Alto Health 
Sciences from 2014 to 2015. Thereafter, he 
served as a research scientist for ClearSign 
Combustion Corporation from 2016 to 2020, 
where he designed one of the most advanced 
combustion reactors across the globe.

Since 2020, Mr. Pleis has excelled as a senior 
research scientist, president and owner of 
Spacewhale Technologies in Seattle. Since 
the inception of his scientific career, he has 
obtained 12 U.S. patents in the field and has 
lectured on numerous topics, including on high 
voltage to manipulate flames to lower emissions 
in industrial applications and how to use plasma 
to stabilize combustion in more efficient ways 
for pilots. Civically engaged, he is a former 
construction volunteer for the Seattle-King 
County chapter of Habitat for Humanity.

A past member of the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronics Engineers, Mr. Pleis has 
been honored on a plethora of occasions for 
his expertise in the field. He was awarded 
a small business grant, as well as a Golden 
Eagle Award. Additionally, during his studies, 
he won athletic awards in track and field. Mr. 
Pleis attributes his success to the advice and 
encouragement of Dr. Donald Kendrick, who 
was his manager at Clearsign Combustion 
Corporation. Looking toward the future, he 
intends to continue experiencing the growth 
and success of his career, including the growth 
of Spacewhale Technologies. He would also 
like to remain working with several power 
companies in Canada.

W
hile in high school, Jackson Pleis 
attended a physics class that was 
taught by a teacher who inspired 
him to enter the sciences. By 
the time he was a junior level 

student, he finished his honor class a senior, 

JACKSON PLEIS
SENIOR RESEARCH SCIENTIST, PRESIDENT

Spacewhale Technologies
Seattle, WA
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I
nterested in agriculture, plants and trees from a formative age, 
Dr. Donald L. Rockwood decided to pursue forestry during his 
undergraduate studies at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 
receiving a BS in forestry in 1966. As his studies progressed, he was 
introduced to the research and genetic components of improving 

trees and received an MS in forest genetics from the aforementioned 
academic institution. Dr. Rockwood pursued further knowledge in the 
subject and received a PhD in forest genetics from North Carolina State 
University in 1972 and, subsequently, was employed by the University of 
Florida that same year.

Serving as a professor of forestry at the University of Florida for more 
than 35 years, Dr. Rockwood attained the title of professor emeritus in 
their School of Forest Resources and Conservation in 2009. Concurrent 
to this role and through the present day, he has excelled as the president 
of Florida FGT LLC, his own consulting firm that provides advice and 
guidance to landowners in the forestry and agricultural industries. 
Leveraging his unique set of knowledge, Dr. Rockwood also advises 
property owners on how to use fast-growing trees for real world 
applications. Additionally, he has several patents for fast-growing, frost-
resilient Eucalyptus grandis cultivars.

Notably, Dr. Rockwood has authored or co-authored more than 300 
articles in professional journals and maintains membership with the 
Society of American Foresters, who bestowed upon him a Research Award 
for his exemplary efforts in the field. As a testament to his success, Dr. 
Rockwood has also twice earned the Teacher of the Year Award and once 
received the Distinguished Service Award, both from the School of Forest 
Resources and Conservation at the University of Florida.

Looking toward the future, Dr. Rockwood intends to continue conducting 
research in his areas of expertise, particularly in the development of short-
rotation woody crops. He attributes his success to his perseverance and 
deep appreciation of his work.

DR. DONALD L. ROCKWOOD
PRESIDENT

Florida FGT LLC
Gainesville, FL
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MARINE SURVEYOR

Carrier Marine, Inc.
Lonedell, MO

DIRECTOR, STATISTICIAN 
(RETIRED)

Cooperative Studies Program 
Coordinating Center, 

Department of Veteran Affairs
Bel Air, MD

D rawing upon more than five decades of expertise in marine 
surveying, William Carrier has excelled as a marine surveyor 
with the eponymously named Carrier Marine, Inc., since 

1982. Previously employed with Merrill Marine Services, Inc., 
for seven years and Neare Gibbs & Company for eight years, Mr. 
Carrier spent significant time in his career as a barge inspector, 
repair facility manager, welder, mechanic, equipment operator 
and general laborer across the United States. Throughout 
his extensive career, Mr. Carrier has most enjoyed working 
with sunken vessels and barges. He advises that through his 
experiences with marine surveying, he has become an expert in 
the field. Notably, he has been called upon as an expert witness 
in federal courts in six different U.S. states.

A former sergeant first class in the United States Army Reserves, 
Mr. Carrier completed coursework in economics at Joliet Junior 
College in the early 1960s and attended admiralty law seminars 
to expand his knowledge of the industry. Since the inception of 
his career, he has visited all U.S. river systems. Looking toward 
the future, he intends to ease into a well-deserved retirement.

WILLIAM CARRIER

R etired since 2019, Dr. Joseph F. Collins excelled as the director 
of the Cooperative Studies Program Coordinating Center in the 
Department of Veteran Affairs beginning in 1975. Employed with 

the department for the entirety of his career, he has most enjoyed 
helping others through clinical research and testing. He draws upon a 
Bachelor of Science from Drexel University in 1970, as well as a Master 
of Science and ScD, both from the University of Pittsburgh in 1972 and 
1974, respectively.

Alongside his primary roles, Dr. Collins was elected a fellow of the 
Society for Clinical Trials, for whom he served as a secretary. Likewise, 
he thrived for 16 years as a baseball coach and for eight years as a 
soccer coach, both through their respective Recreation Leagues. 
Furthermore, Dr. Collins served as a volunteer for the Baltimore 
Research and Education Foundation. Among his many achievements, 
he is especially proud of his inter-agency agreement with the National 
Institute of Mental Health, through which he conducted a study 
regarding mental health coordination in hospitals. He also served as 
primary biostatistician on studies on epilepsy, which are still being 
referenced today.

JOSEPH F. COLLINS, SCD
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D rawing upon a BS in chemistry and an MS from Gujarat University 
in his native India from 1968 and 1970, respectively, Kirit Navnitrai 
Desai immigrated to the United States in 1971, whereupon he 

enrolled in St. Joseph’s University for higher education. He earned an 
MS in chemistry in 1974, followed by an MBA in 1984. He commenced 
his career in 1974 at the University of Pennsylvania, where he notably 
served as a research specialist until his academic retirement in 2002. 
Since that time, he has excelled as an independent finance consultant 
and financial advisor. He further spent time as a financial advisor for 
MetLife Insurance.

A fellow of the American Institute of Chemists, Mr. Desai possesses 
more than 50 years of experience, in which his expertise spans across 
the world. A contributor of articles to professional journals and 
international science publications, he also maintains membership 
with the American Management Association, American Chemical 
Institute and polymer division of the American Chemical Society. 
To attest to his success, he has been profiled in a myriad of honors 
publications and is a former India Merit Scholar from 1964 to 1968.

RESEARCH SPECIALIST 
(RETIRED), FINANCE 

CONSULTANT

University of Pennsylvania
Cherry Hill, NJ

D rawing upon a BA in history from the University of Michigan, an 
MS in microbiology from Wayne State University, and a PhD in 
microbiology and public health from Michigan State University, 

Dr. Richard W. Gilpin established the Dr Richard W Gilpin LLC 
consulting company in 1981 that includes the GTS Legionella Water 
Testing Service and the “Control of Biohazards in the Laboratory” 
course. Earlier, he served as associate professor and director of the 
medical school microbiology and immunology course at the Medical 
College of Pennsylvania and, later, as the biosafety officer and assistant 
professor of medicine at the Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine. Since 1995, he has served on the NSF International Standard 
49 Joint Committee on Biosafety Cabinetry.

Dr. Gilpin has earned a myriad of accolades, including the Department 
of Veterans Affairs Distinguished Service Award, the Chesapeake Area  
Biological Safety Association 2020 Lifetime Achievement Award, the 
American Society for Microbiology 50-Year Certificate of Appreciation, 
and certification as a biological safety professional by ABSA Internation-
al. A trusted voice in his field, he has contributed over 64 publications, 
including various book chapters and articles in journals and magazines.

OWNER

Dr Richard W Gilpin LLC
Baltimore, MD

RICHARD W. GILPIN, PHD

KIRIT NAVNITRAI DESAI
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PROFESSOR

New Jersey Medical School, 
Rutgers University

Newark, NJ

RESEARCH STAFF MEMBER

IBM
Monroe Township, NJ
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EMANUEL GOLDMAN, PHD

I ntrigued by the innate certainty of mathematics from a young age, 
Dr. Fred G. Gustavson pursued a formal education at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, from whom he received a BS in physics. He 

later earned an MS in mathematics and a PhD in applied mathematics. 
Utilizing his advanced degrees in mathematics, Dr. Gustavson joined 
IBM in 1963, where he has served as a research staff member. During 
his tenure at IBM, he developed methods for completing complex 
mathematics equations on computer systems. Since that time, he has 
also been involved in high-performance computer and computing 
science, in which he notes is the “science of mathematics” as the 
discipline is directly correlated with the sciences.

With a number of written works to his credit, including the 2010 
article, “Rectangular Full Packed Format for Cholesky’s Algorithm: 
Factorization, Solution and Inversion,” Dr. Gustavson is currently 
focusing his efforts on teaching children how to properly learn 
mathematics. In the near future, he plans to write a variety of methods 
to teach children proper mathematical problem-solving in a lucid, 
concrete manner.

FRED G. GUSTAVSON, PHD

D r. Emanuel Goldman joined the New Jersey School of Medicine at 
Rutgers University in 1979, first serving as an assistant professor 
of microbiology. Advancing to associate professor in 1983 and full 

professor in 1993, he has served in the Department of Microbiology, 
Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics. Drawing upon over 45 years of 
experience, he previously served UC Irvine as an associate in medical 
microbiology and assistant research microbiologist. He holds a PhD 
in biochemistry from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
completed fellowships in viral oncology and pathology at Harvard 
Medical School.

Sitting on the editorial boards of Applied Environmental Microbiology 
and Protein Expression and Purification, Dr. Goldman authored “Gene 
Expression: Lessons from Bacteria with Comparisons to Eukaryotes.” 
He is co-editor of “Practical Handbook of Microbiology,” now in its 
fourth edition. An author/co-author of over 75 publications, he has also 
submitted scientific research papers, including on the transmission of 
COVID-19. He received a 2017 Celebration of Scholarship Award from 
Rutgers University Libraries and 2002 Arthur Kahn Memorial Award 
from the American Association of University Professors.
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supplies, books and toys. As executive director, 
Ms. DiCarlo is tasked with the responsibility of 
fundraising to keep Santa Claus, Inc., abreast 
of changes in society. Under her guidance and 
leadership, she has expanded the organization 
to provide year-round programs and has helped 
more than 150,000 children in 2019 alone. For 
more information or to submit a donation, 
please visit https://santaclausinc.com.

Ms. DiCarlo attributes her success to her passion 
for helping others, and she has been greatly 
recognized for her efforts over the years. Named 
Mentor of the Year for her outstanding service 
to her community, she was also named Hero of 
the Heartland and received the 2018 California 
Woman of the Year Award from Senator Connie 
M. Leyva. Additionally, Ms. DiCarlo earned the 
2016 Entrepreneur of the Year Award, the 2014 Big 
Hearts Award from the Unforgettables Foundation 
and the 2010 Shine a Light on Child Abuse Award 
from San Bernardino County, California.

I
nstilled with a sense of humanitarianism 
from a young age, Karen DiCarlo began 
volunteering at the tender age of 12. At that 
time, her mother would bring her to rest 
homes on the weekends to communicate 

with the residents who lived there, and she 
also volunteered actively with her schools. 
Ms. DiCarlo emphasizes that volunteerism is a 
way of life; this mindset attracted her to Santa 
Claus, Inc. Involved with Santa Claus, Inc., for 
30 years, she has served as the organization’s 
executive director since 2012. Previously, Ms. 
DiCarlo was the president of Santa Claus, Inc., 
for nine years, having commenced her career 
with the organization as a volunteer. She is the 
organization’s inaugural executive director, as 
well as its longest serving president.

Based in San Bernardino, California, Santa 
Claus, Inc., established its roots in 1952 and 
cultivates youth and family empowerment 
through its many programs. Serving underserved 
children and families in the Inland Empire, Santa 
Claus, Inc., brings essential items to children 
in low-income areas, including such items as 
clothing, shoes, blankets, toiletries, school 

KAREN DICARLO
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Santa Claus, Inc.
San Bernardino, CA

https://santaclausinc.com/
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and youth, namely women. She believes that all 
individuals need to be treated with dignity and 
respect, irrespective of their social standing or 
economic status.

Ms. Everette’s drive and determination have 
earned her the respect of top professionals in 
the fields of law enforcement, education, non-
profit work and elected office. Her diverse 25 
years of experience in corporate environments 
and first-hand understanding of poverty have 
uniquely positioned her to effectively address 
the very issues that challenge our society.

Ms. Everette is eager to use her moment in 
history to create a world where every individual 
has equal access to opportunities for growth 
and development. Her work in the founding and 
success of Saffron’s Trust Women’s Foundation 
serves as an excellent example of this, having 
assisted countless women living stories just like 
hers create better outcomes for themselves. Ms. 
Everette is also a life coach and author who holds 
an MS in management, with a specialization in 
organizational structure, from the College of 
Saint Elizabeth, New Jersey, and a BSBA, with a 
concentration in human resources management, 
from Centenary College. Her accolades and 
impact on her community have been furthered 
through the positions she holds as a committee 
member and senior community policymaker.

Ms. Everette is experienced in overseeing 
fiscal management for non-profit organizations, 
developing management capacities, and 
exceeding multi-million-dollar income targets. 
She is spearheading changes for the better 
throughout Texas and beyond. She advocates 
fiercely and passionately for local and state 
representatives to examine ways to eliminate the 
causes that impact negative health outcomes. 
Her goal is to work on ending generational 
poverty one family at a time.

P
hyllis Everette is a non-profit executive 
with a deep and dedicated passion 
for addressing generational poverty 
and inequality. Having experienced it 
firsthand, Ms. Everette seeks to create 

the change she wishes to see in the world and 
her community at large. Her focus is on families 

PHYLLIS 
EVERETTE

AUTHOR, PHILANTHROPIST, ADVOCATE,  
CEO, FOUNDER

Saffron’s Trust Women’s Foundation
Austin, TX
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Gillaird has considered it to be a great honor to 
serve the children who have been in her care. 
Since becoming a foster parent, she has raised 
more than 35 children, 10 of whom remain in 
contact with her on a regular basis.

Ms. Gillaird notes that social services is a 
demanding industry comprised of not only foster 
parents, but also social workers, therapists, 
psychologists and other professionals within 
the fields of social work and health care. 
All personnel involved are dedicated to the 
betterment of the children in their care, and 
Ms. Gillaird also emphasizes the importance of 
remaining true to the children, particularly in 
moments of strife.

Looking toward the future, Ms. Gillaird intends 
to complete her college education to become 
a more well-rounded professional in the social 
services industry. She would also like to spend 
more time with her own grandchildren.

A
drienne Denise Gillaird always desired 
to work with children, particularly 
within the field of social services. 
Possessing an innate compassion for 
children who have been separated 

from their parents, as well as understanding the 
trials and tribulations of foster care, she sought 
to make a difference in the lives of children and 
create a better environment in which they could 
thrive. Working in the social services industry 
for over a decade, Ms. Gillaird subsequently 
joined the Jane Addams Hull House, where she 
has served as a foster parent.

Notably, Ms. Gillaird has received a myriad 
of accolades throughout her career in social 
work in light of her outstanding empathy for 
children, success in fostering children and 
exemplary work ethic. Prior to becoming a foster 
parent, she joined a pilot program in which 
she accepted sibling groups of children. Over 
the course of more than 25 years, the program 
dedicated itself to teaching and training foster 
parents to maximize their full potential and aid 
in the stimulation of foster children’s minds. Ms. 

ADRIENNE  
DENISE GILLAIRD

FOSTER PARENT

Jane Addams Hull House
Desoto, TX
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F
rederick Reed and his wife, Cora Reed, are the parents of nine 
children. Once homeless, they went from rags to riches and 
are recognized as the founders of Reed’s Refuge Center (RRC), 
established in 2008 and located in Wilmington, Delaware. RRC is 
a nonprofit organization that is dedicated to the development and 

well-being of children and families who have been affected by inner-city 
violence in Delaware. Acting as a safe haven for the youth, the organization 
endeavors to aid individuals through artistic expression, such as dance, 
multimedia production, music, culinary arts, fashion design, audio 
engineering and counseling, alongside other areas. Since its inception, RRC 
has provided after-school programming to nearly 1,000 youth annually. 
With the motto, “See Refuge in the Arts,” RRC has earned myriad accolades, 
including the 2017 Jefferson Award, the Community Excellence Award, the 
City of Wilmington Award and several others.

In addition to his involvement with RRC, Mr. Reed has excelled as a co-
founder, alongside his wife, of Ribbons and Bows Daycare since 2005 and 
the Read to Learn Academy since 2014. He is also a songwriter, producer 
and artist. An avid supporter of local businesses, he has partnered with the 
University of Delaware and Christiana Care Hospital, frequently donating 
meals to individuals in need.

Mr. Reed attributes his success to his passion for helping the youth 
and their families throughout Delaware, particularly those from low- to 
moderate-income families who have been afflicted with violence, guns 
and drugs in their communities. His and his wife’s aim is to bring back 
traditional family values that will benefit all families who participate in 
RRC. Although his career has been suffused with highlights, he is especially 
proud of witnessing the children who have completed his programs, grow 
up and become successful citizens.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Reed intends to franchise his nonprofit 
organization with his wife, as well as expand it to more locations in other 
U.S. states. Additionally, he endeavors to provide employment to the 
families of the children whom they serve.
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FREDERICK REED
CO-FOUNDER

Reed’s Refuge Center
Wilmington, DE
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S
ara C. Reel is the founder and president of Through the Eyes of a 
Rainbow Child, a nonprofit organization established in 2020 with 
a mission to provide assistance for families in need of financial 
help with the adoption process. 

Adopted from Bogota, Colombia, by a New York City couple 
in 1977, Ms. Reel’s loving and supportive upbringing was the welcoming 
environment she needed when she sought to find her birth mother 36 years 
later. With the help of family and friends, Ms. Reel set out on a journey back 
to her birth country in search of her biological mother and her family. It 
was that challenging and memorable experience that ignited her renewed 
sense of purpose, inspiring her to advocate for families looking to adopt.

Ms. Reel is truly “self-made.” She began working at the age of 14 in the 
food service and retail industries. Years later, she seized an opportunity to 
work at FRYE, a renowned shoe and accessory company, where she worked 
her way up the ranks starting in customer service to her current position 
as Senior Account Executive. A serial entrepreneur, Ms. Reel launched Reel 
Property Group, a full-service real estate company servicing New York, and 
also co-founded CieloJones, an apparel lifestyle brand. With an intellectual 
curiosity for understanding how to live a healthy lifestyle, Ms. Reel has also 
earned her certificate as a life coach with a focus on health and wellness.

Ms. Reel attributes her ambition and success to her unlimited 
perseverance and aspires to work on a book documenting her story. 
Looking toward the future, she strives for the continued growth and success 
of Through the Eyes of a Rainbow Child to assist more families in adopting 
children. For more information, please visit https://eyesofarainbowchild.org.
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Through the Eyes of a Rainbow Child
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FOUNDER, DIRECTOR

Christian Restoration Community 
Residential Care Program

Tyler, TX

FOUNDER, PRESIDENT, 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Cox Evangelistic Ministries
Virginia Beach, VA

DEBRA D. CHRISTIAN

S ince 2007, Debra D. Christian has excelled as the founder and 
director of the Christian Restoration Community Residential 
Care Program (CRC) in the U.S. Department of Labor Office of 

Apprenticeship. Endeavoring to provide resources for veterans, 
the CRC established shelter on more than 1,000 acres of land in 
Tyler, Texas, that has provided affordable housing and educational 
opportunities for veterans. The CRC has recently entered its phase two, 
which will provide two-year housing situations and STEM courses for 
veterans, as well as free transportation to local VA hospitals. Inspired 
by her father, a former combat soldier, Ms. Christian discovered that 
veterans required care following their return from deployment and 
assimilation into civilian life.

Additionally, Ms. Christian is the commander of Unit 6 of the 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary in Tyler, who honored her as 
Woman of the Year, Therapist of the Year and Volunteer of the Year. 
Lending her expertise to written works, she authored “From Slavery to 
Bravery, 1850 to 1920” in 2020 and intends to publish a second book, 
“From the Cotton Patch to the Oil Patch” in 2022.

D rawing upon a BS in education from Southern University from 
1969, Bishop Rosetta L. Cox traveled to Liberia upon her receipt 
of her bachelor’s degree, where she witnessed child soldiers. 

This experience propelled Bishop Cox forward in pursuing a career 
in the ministry. Since the inception of her career in the 1970s, she has 
traveled to more than 45 countries as a bishop and minister, having 
simultaneously worked in myriad capacities across the United States 
as well. Since 2019, Bishop Cox has excelled as the founder, president 
and chief executive officer of Cox Evangelistic Ministries in Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. Alongside this effort, she is also the founder and 
director of Global Humanitarian Outreach.

Notably, Bishop Cox received an honorary doctorate in missions 
and Evangelism in 2018, serving as a testament to her dedication to 
her faith. Named the 2011 Woman of the Year, she was the recipient 
of the Nettie Z. Blah Award from the Second Lady of the Republic 
of Liberia in 1999. Other vocational endeavors to her credit have 
included appointments with the Rock Ministerial Family, Rock Church 
Outreach International and Rock Church Academy.

BISHOP ROSETTA L. COX
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C indy S. Daffron has flourished in her position at the Pony Express 
Museum in Saint Joseph, Missouri, since she began there in 
2005. As executive director of the award-winning museum, she 

wrote a myriad of grants earning more than $160,000 between 2020 
and 2021. During her tenure, the Pony Express Museum ranked fourth 
in True West Magazine’s “Top 10 Western Museums” in 2020, as 
well as earning a “Top 10% of Worldwide Attractions” distinction by 
TripAdvisor. Earlier in her career, she served as president of the board 
and member of the City Council in Union Star, Missouri.

As a testament to her success, Ms. Daffron earned several accolades. 
She earned the Pony School Award for promoting historical education 
from the Daughters of the American Revolution in 2012. In 2013, she 
was the recipient of the Trailblazer Award for Promoting Tourism by 
the Saint Joseph Convention and Visitors Bureau. She received the 
Women in American History Project Award in 2016. Civically involved 
as well, she serves as the president of the Pony Express Regional 
Association, and treasurer of the Saint Joseph Museum Association 
and the Greater St. Joseph Crime Stoppers, Inc.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Pony Express Museum
Saint Joseph, MO

S ince entering the seventh grade as a child, Gerald Ganfield 
enjoyed studying history and had an excellent teacher in world 
history. Receiving a BA in history, social studies and English 

upon his graduation from high school, he later earned an MA from the 
University of Iowa in 1971. Mr. Ganfield’s diverse career serves as a 
testament to his versatility; he serves in sales for a period of time and 
also excelled as an educator for six years. Since 1997, he has thrived 
as a treasurer for the Steele County Historical Society.

Alongside his primary endeavors, Mr. Ganfield has served as the 
treasurer of his local chapter of Kiwanis International. As a testament 
to his success, he has earned myriad accolades, such as the Tourism 
Award from his local Chamber of Commerce and the Harris Award 
from Rotary International. He was also bestowed with the Book of 
Golden Deeds through the Exchange Club and was the recipient of 
a Service Award from a senior organization. Looking forward, Mr. 
Ganfield intends to experience the continued growth and success of 
his career.

TREASURER

Steele County Historical 
Society

Blooming Prairie, MN

GERALD GANFIELD

CINDY S. DAFFRON
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OWNER

Switching Gears Personal Care 
Provider, Inc.

Oklahoma City, OK

LINDA SUE LEWIS

S ince 2015, Linda Sue Lewis has excelled as the owner of Switching 
Gears Personal Care Provider, Inc. Located in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, Switching Gears is a nonprofit organization that aids 

underserved families and homeless communities by providing them 
with necessary resources to survive, as well as establish a foundation 
upon which they can rebuild their lives. Driven to help others from 
a young age, Ms. Lewis was influenced by her grandmother, who 
was a caregiver in their neighborhood. Looking toward the future of 
Switching Gears, Ms. Lewis intends to continue the business on a larger 
scale and have it become not only a business, but a place of refuge.

Prior to establishing Switching Gears, Ms. Lewis was the owner of 
a restaurant for many years, drawing upon her own love for cooking, 
baking, fishing and barbequing. She attributes her success to her 
support system, which has included her family, community and 
church. She notes that they have always inspired her to be the best 
version of herself, which is evident in her passion for aiding others in 
their time of need.



ARE YOU SAVING FOR  
RETIREMENT CORRECTLY? 
Roth IRAs and 401(k)s are both tax-advantaged accounts that help individuals save for retirement. They differ  
in their employer matches/contributions, investment options and tax treatment. Knowing which retirement  
account to allocate your money into will make a crucial difference in your quality of life during retirement. 

What is a Roth IRA?
A Roth IRA allows an 
individual to save post-tax 
income up to a specific 
amount every year. 
Earnings on this account 
and any withdrawals after 
the age of 59 ½ remain 
tax-free.

What is a 401(k)?
A 401(k) is an employer- 
sponsored retirement sav-
ings plan. It is tax-deferred; 
therefore, a percentage of 
your paycheck goes into 
the 401(k), and the employ-
er can match a percentage 
of that contribution.

Should I choose a  
Roth IRA or 401(k)?
Understanding the dif-
ference between the two 
plans is vital to deciding 
which you should invest 
in. An individual might 
prefer a Roth IRA if they 
will likely be in a higher 
tax bracket in the future.

For a 401(k), you defer 
taxes on that income, 
meaning it is tax-free until 
you start withdrawing no 
earlier than age 59 ½. For 
a Roth, you pay taxes on 
your income at the time of 
the earning, and then an 
amount is allocated to your 
retirement account. There, 

it grows and is never taxed 
again as long as you wait 
until age 59 ½ to use it. The 
critical distinction is that  
a Roth is after-tax while  
a 401(k) is tax-deferred.

While tax-timing is the  
main distinction between 
the two plans, there are  
other significant differences,  
such as 401(k) employers  
often offer to match your 
contributions up to a 
certain percentage. On 
the other hand, others do 
partial matches where the 
business meets a fraction 
of the employee's contri-
bution. For example, if you 
contribute 8% and the em-
ployer matches 50%, your 
contribution on a $50,000 
salary would be $4,000,  
and your employer would  
add $2,000 of free money.

Both the Roth and 401(k) 
have distinct limitations. 
In accordance with the 
United States tax code, 
employees may contribute 
up to $20,500 to their 401(k) 
regardless of income level. 
Conversely, contributions 
can only be made up to 
$6,000 for a Roth IRA. 
Additionally, to contribute 
to a Roth IRA, income 
must be under $144,000 
per year if filing single or 
$214,000 if married and 
filing jointly. 

Verdict: Which Plan  
is Better?
There is no better 
retirement plan. Both are 
crucial tools to save for 
retirement, but one of them 
could be best for your 
situation. The Roth IRA is 
beneficial if you expect to 
be in a higher tax bracket 
in retirement because the 
taxes were already paid 
on this money. A 401(k) is 
optimal if your earnings 
will decrease later on or 
if your employer matches 
your contribution. The 
ideal strategy for able 
individuals is to max out 
both a Roth IRA and 401(k). 
This is because you want 
to take advantage of any 
employer match in a 401(k) 
and enjoy the tax-free 
distributions in retirement 
from a Roth IRA.
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A
fter graduating with her bachelor’s degree in 1982, Susan Schof 
Adam commenced her career in information technology. During 
this time, she notably owned her own business in software 
consulting before working for Oracle as a practice manager and 
practice director for federal civilian customers. In 1990, she 

earned a master’s degree from Tulane University and, shortly thereafter, 
worked in the information technology department for Entergy Services for 
a number of years. Since 2018, Ms. Adam has excelled as a manager of 
customer solutions for Entergy Services in New Orleans.

Ms. Adam notes that she has cultivated fantastic partnerships in 
information technology, and she was integral in development Entergy 
Services’ mobile application. For her success in the field, she has earned 
a number of accolades, including a Communications Award and Best 
Mobile App Award in 2021. Additionally, she received a Gold Award for 
communications in 2020.

Early on in her life, Ms. Adam was exposed to technology as her father 
founded his own computer service bureau with IBM. During this time, she 
was in the sixth grade; such technology was novel, and she was willing 
to explore the newfound computer systems. While in high school, she 
also completed training in RPT programming through IBM, at which she 
excelled. Now accruing more than 40 years of experience in the field, Ms. 
Adam exclaims that the computer technology industry is always exciting 
as advancements are continually being made at lightning speed.

Ms. Adam attributes her success to the support and encouragement 
of her family, as well as to her own dedication and passion for her work. 
Although her career has been suffused with highlights, she is especially 
proud of winning two awards in 2021 alone for her development of a 
mobile application. Looking toward the future, she intends to advance 
into a director position at Entergy Services in order to create a digital 
transformation for both the company and for their clients.
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SUSAN SCHOF ADAM
MANAGER OF CUSTOMER SOLUTIONS

Entergy Services
Kenner, LA

TECHNOLOGY



256 Millennium - A Marquis Who’s Who Magazine

TECHNOLOGY

clients, especially in saving them money and 
solving their Internet problems.

Alongside his primary vocation, Mr. Cone 
has also served as a church minister since 
1991. He attributes his industry success to the 
encouragement of his father, who was recognized 
extensively as a pioneer in the repair of 
televisions and radios. Looking toward the future, 
Mr. Cone intends to witness the continued growth 
and success of his career with 4GLTEWIFI.com. 
Ultimately, he would like to pass the legacy down 
onto his children. Married to his wife Wendy 
for many years, he is the proud father of Tieas, 
Dylan and Sara. He notes that his daughter is 
currently attending college and his oldest son is 
an acclaimed executive in the field. Mr. Cone also 
has three grandchildren: Iris, Ella and James.

G
rowing up around the electronics 
industry, Don Cone was inspired by 
his father, who owned an electronics 
business. When Mr. Cone was young, 
he began repairing televisions and 

radios, as well as helped his father run his 
business. In addition, growing up in a rural 
community motivated Mr. Cone to delve into 
the technology industry as he would be able 
to provide Internet access to communities that 
would otherwise not have reliable service.

Joining the United States Marine Corps in 
1980, Mr. Cone was honorably discharged in 
1983 and began working for Sears, Roebuck 
& Company as a primary satellite technician 
for five years. Leveraging his vast array of 
knowledge, he eventually founded 4GLTEWIFI.
com in Lucerne Valley, California, where he is the 
managing director and LLC member. Notably, 
4GLTEWIFI.com was established in January 2020 
and offers ISP unlimited high-speed cellular 
broadband Internet service for approximately 
$60 per month. Mr. Cone emphasizes that his 
commitment to his clients is his utmost priority, 
as he endeavors to be a reliable resource to his 

DON CONE
MANAGING DIRECTOR

4GLTEWIFI.com
Lucerne Valley, CA
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Johnson has served as co-founder, alongside 
cryptography specialist Dr. Mark Blunden, of 
SEAcurIT-e™, a solution that ensures the secure 
storage and control of cryptographic keys in 
software environments. Additionally, he involved 
Microsharp, a photo-polymer that brings high 
definition images by removing interference or 
visual noise, and Agricup, a range of self-assembly 
cardboard furniture and a suite of children’s toys 
that has been distributed worldwide. All the patents 
that he obtained for Microsharp were sold and 
licensed for various high-profile manufacturers, 
including Olympus’s EyeTrek. He also holds 10 
patents in the fields of engineering and medicine.

The recipient of an honorary Doctor of Design 
from the University of Southampton in 1997 in 
light of his contributions to new technologies for 
academic research, Mr. Johnson also invented 
GoggleVox, a de-pixilation system for head-
mounted displays, and the two-legged “Tiger Tooth 
Tee,” which aids golfers in their games. His work has 
been recognized at the International Exhibition of 
Inventions in Geneva, Switzerland, through which 
he was honored with seven Gold Medals, the Prix 
de Presse and the Oscar de l’Invention.

Mr. Johnson has been the recipient of several 
accolades, including being named One of Britain’s 
Greatest Modern-Day Inventors. His invention 
of ToPo® and Tetra-Kap®, plastic bottle tops that 
can be by an innovative design transformed into 
children’s educational toys, received the Plastic 
Industries Award for Consumer Product Design 
of the Year in 2019, as well as six other awards 
– “sToPollution®”. Besides stopping a single 
use plastic item from being discarded, ToPo®, 
and Tetra-Kap® with its new design, makes the 
unscrewing of the current tops much easier to 
unscrew. Globally, over two trillion closures are 
needlessly discarded every year, endangering our 
environment and health. For more information, 
visit https://www.willyjohnson.com.

I
nventions always fascinated William N. 
Johnson as a child and, as he grew older, he 
discovered his innate aptitude for inventing 
various technologies. Since 25 years old, he 
has been inventing innovative devices for 

myriad professions. One of his earliest inventions 
was a computer-embedded running shoe, titled 
Micropacer, which was sold as a patent to Adidas 
and promoted during the 1984 Olympic Games.

As owner of William J. Inventions Ltd., Mr. 

WILLIAM N. 
JOHNSON

INVENTOR

William J. Inventions Ltd.
Marston, Devizes, United Kingdom

https://www.willyjohnson.com/
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For his excellence in computer services, 
Mr. Way has also earned a myriad of other 
accolades. While working for HP, he aided in 
the designing of a new enterprise system, which 
garnered Mr. Way and his team members the 
ITSMA Marketing Excellence Award in 2016. 
Likewise, he also received the HPE President 
Quality Award from the chief executive officer 
of HP in 2016 for his work on the project, which 
enabled next-generation sales platforms.

Mr. Way notes that the evolution of computer 
systems has been quite inspirational, as he 
has been part of a generation to witness the 
growth from floppy disks to compact discs 
to the smartphones that we all utilize today. 
He attributes his success to his high degree 
of curiosity. He lives and works by the phrase 
“Constant Improvement,” and advises that 
companies can continually improve upon their 
processes every day of the year, which will put 
them ahead of their competitors. 

A
t a formative age, John Way became 
interested in computer software 
and programming. Drawing upon 
influence from his father, who was a 
programmer, Mr. Way was intrigued 

by computer systems and eventually sought to 
make it his career. After earning a Bachelor of 
Science in computer engineering from Texas 
A&M University in 1999, he went to work for 
Verizon for one year. Subsequently, he served 
as an engineer for MCI between 2000 and 2004 
before becoming a vendor for Hewlett-Packard 
(HP) Enterprise in 2005. Mr. Way remained with 
HP until 2017.

While pursuing his career, Mr. Way founded and 
developed Pipelineapp.io in 2004, a pioneering 
workflow engine that aids clients in tracking 
processes across company teams, departments 
and divisions. To this end, the Pipelineapp.io 
platform includes team visibility on the status of 
each individual task, as well as collaborative tasks 
among other team members. For its innovative 
approach, Pipelineapp.io was recognized as the 
Product of the Year in 2018. For more information, 
visit https://www.pipelineapp.io.

JOHN WAY
FOUNDER

Pipelineapp.io
Plano, TX

https://www.pipelineapp.io/
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SOFTWARE ENGINEER

Leidos Innovations
Houston, TX

PRESIDENT, CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER, 

OWNER

Revitae Technologies
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

MARGARET A. KLEE

P rior to embarking on her career, which has spanned nearly  
40 years, Margaret A. Klee earned a BA from Bard College at 
Simon’s Rock in 1982. She then commenced her career as a 

programmer with Goodyear Atomic Corp. that same year, remaining 
in the role for two years until being promoted to software engineer in 
1984. Ms. Klee departed from Goodyear in 1985 to serve as a software 
engineer with General Dynamics Corp. from 1985 to 1987, where she 
later worked as a senior software engineer from 1987 to 1991. For the 
following 15 years, she excelled as a software engineer for Lockheed 
Martin Corp. until 2016. Since that time, Ms. Klee has flourished as a 
software engineer for Leidos Innovations.

Drawing upon a MS from the University of Houston-Clear Lake in 1994 
and an MBA from the Graduate School of Business at Rice University 
in 2001, Ms. Klee received the 1999 Silver Snoopy Award from NASA 
for her outstanding performances that contributed to the safety and 
success of flight missions. She also led a team that was responsible for 
the software of two facilities on the International Space Station.

E arly on, David L. Maxwell served in the U.S. Navy as a Morse code 
intercept operator and cryptologist communications technician. 
Continuing his service with the U.S. Air Force, he was a major, 

signals intelligence officer and collection manager for the U.S. Space 
Command. For his service in Vietnam, he was decorated with several 
medals. After his military retirement, Mr. Maxwell discovered how 
the world was innately interconnected, thus prompting his interest 
in innovation. Shortly after, he created sodium vanadium as a 
replacement for nuclear power.

During his career, Mr. Maxwell served in myriad roles, including 
as a staff officer at The Pentagon, chief information officer at Presto 
Communications and senior security consultant at Ericcson. He also 
served as a security specification director at Cable Labs and operated 
Maxwell IT Consulting. Since 1999, he has excelled as owner, president 
and chief executive officer of Revitae Technologies. He is also the senior 
vice president of Greener Vi. Mr. Maxwell holds a BA in business and 
political science from Rutgers University, an MS in advanced computer 
data and communications from the National Cryptologic School, and  
an MA in computer resources management from Webster University.

DAVID L. MAXWELL
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D esiring to enter a mathematically based field, John C. Murphy 
decided upon computer science. At the inception of his career 
in 2000, he served as a CRM systems administrator for Exult the 

Woodlands before becoming a CRM technical team lead for TXU Corp. 
Subsequently working for NASA/Indyne, Inc., as a DBA manager, he 
then joined Home Depot as a team lead and CRM systems engineer, 
followed by a brief tenure as lead systems architect for Texas 
Instruments. For the following seven years, Mr. Murphy excelled as 
a principal architect and TACT manager for Oracle Corporation. 
Subsequently, he served as a senior architect program manager for 
Baxter Healthcare and senior enterprise architect manager for General 
Motors. Since 2018, he has flourished as a senior enterprise architect 
for Hitachi Vantara.

Drawing upon a BS in computer science from Trinity University, BS 
in business management from the University of Phoenix and MBA 
from Texas A&M University, Mr. Murphy received the 2020 Leadership 
Award from Hitachi Vantara, and was named Architect of the Year by 
Oracle and Database Manager of the Year by NASA. Notably, he holds 
168 copyrights in the Library of Congress.
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SENIOR ENTERPRISE 
ARCHITECT

Hitachi Vantara
Elgin, TX

JOHN C. MURPHY
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F
rom a young age, Cedric B. Barner always enjoyed trucks and 
driving, drawing upon influence from his two uncles and godfather, 
who were all truck drivers. Leveraging the inspiration from his 
family, Mr. Barner decided to delve into the transportation 
industry himself following his honorable discharge from the 

United States Navy and United States Navy Reserves in 1999. Employed 
as a truck driver for a majority of his career, he has become comfortable 
driving upwards of 12 hours per day. After spending two decades in the 
driving business, Mr. Barner established Ajani G Logistics LLC, where he 
has served as president since 2020.

Previously, Mr. Barner earned an associate degree in business 
management and administration from Bauder College in 2008, where he 
was also inducted into Beta Phi Kappa. He attributes his success to his 
motivation to consistently better himself and his business, as well as to 
serve as an inspiration to his son, Ajani. Throughout his career, as well as 
in establishing Ajani G Logistics, Mr. Barner desires to inspire his son to put 
his mind to anything he wants to accomplish in life.

Although he has experienced many career highlights, Mr. Barner is 
especially proud of being a dedicated father and a devoted member of his 
community. He also considers his time spent in the United States Navy 
to be a grand achievement as the military taught him the significance of 
discipline and sacrifice for the greater good. Likewise, Mr. Barner is grateful 
to have utilized his experience with past employers in the transportation 
industry and applied his vast breadth of knowledge to his current endeavor.

Looking toward the future, Mr. Barner intends to begin accruing his 
own fleet of trucks. He started first with one truck, and he would like to 
purchase additional trucks to hire more employees. Ultimately, he would 
like to use his business as a foundation upon which others can achieve 
greater success in their own professional and personal lives.

CEDRIC B. BARNER
PRESIDENT

Ajani G Logistics LLC
Atlanta, GA
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S
ince 2016, Carl Robert-Lee Posey has excelled as the chief 
executive officer, president and owner of A.N.A. Pilot Car Service 
LLC, located in Buckhannon, West Virginia. Providing reliable, 
premier professional driving services to 48 U.S. states, as well 
as regular service to West Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Virginia and 

Pennsylvania, A.N.A. Pilot Car Service is renowned for their prompt and 
professional pilot escort services to haul and transport for companies. 
Notably, they specialize in over-dimensional and loads permitted 
throughout the United States, and their pilot escort vehicle operators are 
certified, licensed and insured. They carry commercial insurance and 
commercial general liability of $1-2 million, including height pole. For more 
information, please visit https://www.buckhannonpilotcar.com.

Prior to delving into entrepreneurship, Mr. Posey was a general manager 
at various restaurants for several years. In light of serendipitous events, 
he was offered an opportunity to start a company by his neighbor, who 
worked with the county to allow Mr. Posey to work out of state. During this 
time, Mr. Posey realized he was growing, changing and becoming a better 
individual as a result, and leveraged his new ability to take responsibility 
to greater heights. In 2005, he graduated from the United States Career 
Institute with an associate degree in personal training, attaining a 4.0 GPA.

Drawing inspiration from his father, Mr. Posey has worked diligently 
to provide for his family every day, much like his father did. He cites 
the highlight of his career to be successfully starting his own business. 
Married for more than seven years, he is the proud father of four 
children and emphasizes that his greatest support has been his wife. 
He lives and works by the motto, “Live one day at a time, but never take 
anything for granted.”

Looking toward the future, Mr. Posey intends to still be providing for and 
living by his parents, have A.N.A. Pilot Car Service reach millions of dollars 
of profit, and commence another business with his wife.
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CARL ROBERT-LEE POSEY
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, PRESIDENT, OWNER

A.N.A. Pilot Car Service LLC
Roanoke, WV

https://www.buckhannonpilotcar.com/
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A ndrea Joy Cooper was inspired to enter the aviation industry by 
her father, an accomplished pilot. After working as a receptionist 
and office manager for two medical offices between 2009 and 

2012, she received an associate degree in air traffic control from 
LeTourneau University in 2013. Ms. Cooper joined Trans States 
Airlines in 2013, where she was a crew scheduler, aircraft dispatcher 
and dispatch operations manager until 2017. During this tenure, she 
received a bachelor’s degree in air traffic management from her alma 
mater in 2016.

Ms. Cooper recently graduated from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University with a master’s degree in aeronautics, with specializations in 
aerospace operations and space systems. Since 2017, she has worked 
in airport operations as a zone control supervisor, now a manager of 
airport operations with United Airlines at Dulles International Airport. 
Equipped with a private pilot license, aircraft dispatch license and 
years of experience in the airline industry, her five year goal is to be 
a director of operations for United Airlines or introduce commercial 
space tourism to the aviation industry. She attributes her success to 
her faith, diligent work ethic and passion for her industry.

MANAGER OF AIRPORT 
OPERATIONS

United Airlines
Sterling, VA

I nterested in transportation from a young age, George W. Hamlin 
pursued an education at Washington & Lee University, where he 
earned a BA in 1970. Thereafter, he attended Northwestern University 

and received an MS in transportation in 1975. After spending nearly 40 
years with such companies as Trans World Airlines, Texas International 
Airlines, Lockheed-Georgia, Airbus Industrie North America, Global 
Aviation Associates Ltd., MergeGlobal and ACA Associates, among others, 
Mr. Hamlin established Hamlin Transportation Consulting in 2005, where 
he served as president from 2005 to 2006 and again since 2009.

Mr. Hamlin is also a prolific writer, having over 250 published articles 
in the transportation industry press and six books. He also has an 
additional railroad pictorial book scheduled to be published in late 
2021. Additionally, he provides commentary and expert testimony on 
transportation-related subjects for broadcast and print media, as well as 
presentations to business groups and other transportation organizations. 
He is a member of the International Aviation Club of Washington, 
D.C., Center for Railroad Photography and Art, Lexington Group for 
Transportation History, and currently serves as a member of the board of 
directors for the Boyce (Virginia) Railway Depot Foundation.

TRANSPORTATION 
CONSULTANT, AUTHOR, 

PHOTOGRAPHER

Hamlin Transportation 
Consulting

Stephens City, VA

GEORGE W. HAMLIN

ANDREA JOY COOPER
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PRESIDENT, OWNER

Nowatzke Truck and Trailer
Whitmore Lake, MI

OWNER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER

AeroStar Training Services, 
Spectrum Aero  

Maintenance Services
Kissimmee, FL

THOMAS NOWATZKE

S ince 1968, Thomas Nowatzke has excelled as the president 
and owner of Nowatzke Truck and Trailer in Whitmore Lake, 
Michigan. In his dual roles, he represents individuals who 

sell trucks, as well as offers such transportation services as diesel 
fuel, truck and trailer repairs, electrical and engine repairs, and air 
conditioning services. Alongside this venture, he has also been a 
partner of Transportation Logistics, LLC, since 2003. He is a former 
president of Tom Nowatzke Transport Equipment, Inc., founder and 
owner of Tom Nowatzke GMC Truck, and sales, trailer, fleet sales and 
branch manager for the Brown Trailer Division of Clark Equipment 
Company. He draws upon a BS in business and commerce from 
Indiana University Bloomington.

Notably, Mr. Nowatzke is a renowned past professional football 
player who scored a touchdown for the Baltimore Colts, which 
tied Super Bowl V in the 1970s. He was inducted into the National 
Polish Sports Hall of Fame and was honored in the Gridiron Greats 
Hall of Fame for his excellence. During his eight-year tenure with the 
National Football League between 1965 and 1973, he was picked as 
the #1 draft choice.

D eidra E. Wilson is a diversified aviation specialist who serves as the 
owner and chief executive officer of two aviation businesses, AeroStar 
Training Services LLC and Spectrum Aero Maintenance Services. 

Established in 2009 and 2014, respectively, her companies are recognized 
throughout Florida for their specialties. AeroStar Training Services is 
the only female-owned and operated aviation school in the area with 
over 90 students per month, providing computer-based and classroom 
training with flight simulators and a fleet of aircrafts. Likewise, Spectrum 
Aero Maintenance Services delivers aircraft services to clients, such as 
inspections, repairs, alterations and modifications. Looking forward,  
she intends to build her flight training campus to 33,000 square feet.

Earlier in her career, Ms. Wilson served several other flight schools 
at the Kissimmee Gateway Airport in Florida and was the director 
of business development at the Florida Institute of Technology. A 
member of Women in Aviation, through which she has given away 
thousands of scholarships to other women in aviation for them to 
achieve their professional goals, she earned the Edward Lowe Award 
from GrowFL in 2019. Additionally, she was highlighted among “Faces 
of Orlando” by Orlando Magazine.

DEIDRA E. WILSON
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A Year in Review

DISCLAIMER: The information submitted to Marquis Who's Who Ventures LLC (“the Company”) is obtained primarily from those profiled 
themselves. Although every effort has been made to verify the information submitted, the Company makes no warranty or representation 
as to the accuracy, reliability, or currency of the data provided, and accepts no responsibility for errors, factual or otherwise. 
Furthermore, the Company will not be held responsible for any damage or loss suffered by any person or entity arising from the use  
of this information, including identity theft, or any other misuse of identity or information, to the fullest extent permitted by law.

By using the information we provide in our publications, you agree to indemnify and hold harmless, and at the Company’s request 
defend, the Company, its parents, subsidiaries, and affiliates, as well as the directors, officers, shareholders, employees, agents and 
owners from and against any and all claims, proceedings, damages, injuries, liabilities, losses, costs and expenses (including reasonable 
attorneys’ fees) arising out of your acts or omissions.
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2022A Year in Review

Cosmic Imagery
The galaxy cluster SMACS 
0723 is photographed by 
the James Webb Space 
Telescope and revealed to 
the public on July 11, 2022. 
The photograph is the first 
operational image from the 
space telescope.

Florida Disaster
Hurricane Ian strikes the state 
of Florida on September 28, 
2022, resulting in over $50 
billion in damages and more 
than 100 fatalities across Cuba 
and the United States. It is 
the deadliest hurricane to hit 
Florida since the Great Labor 
Day Hurricane of 1935.

In Remembrance
Elizabeth II, Queen of the 
United Kingdom from 1952 to 
2022, passes away on Septem-
ber 8, 2022 at the age of 96. 
Her reign of 70 years marks 
the longest recorded of any 
British monarch and the lon-
gest recorded of any female 
head of state in history.
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